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			Foreword

			by Peter Schweizer

			Over the past ten years, I’ve watched Seamus Bruner unearth crucial connections between money and the ruling class in his work with me at the Government Accountability Institute (GAI). In his first book, Compromised, he documented the connections between officials in the Obama administration’s Justice Department and within the senior ranks of the FBI, showing how public officials used the phony details of the so-called Steele Dossier as a pretext for spying on a presidential campaign. Seamus’s second book, Fallout, showed his deep understanding of the international scene and his ability to uncover obscure facts and figures. In your hands right now is further proof of his unique skillset: exposing corruption and presenting his revelations in a compelling, readable exposé.

			Controligarchs is his most ambitious project yet. Here he investigates the billionaire philanthropists, tech titans, plutocrat profiteers, and other self-anointed masters of the universe who plot and scheme with the political establishment to subvert the American people.

			In this book, you will read about their ambitions to reshape the world. Exposing the arrogance of Bill Gates or the havoc unleashed on our criminal justice system by George Soros, Seamus’s timely warnings hit hard and stick.

			How so? In the near future, they say, the concept of private property will be a thing of the past. The masses will “own nothing and be happy.” That is one of the proud predictions of the World Economic Forum, an invite-only annual assemblage of the world’s richest people hosted by founder Klaus Schwab in Davos, Switzerland. The World Economic Forum is full of such pronouncements, as you will read.

			Beyond their disdain for our country’s most fundamental principles, Seamus shows how these powerful elites leverage the world’s crises to usher in a global authoritarian regime. You can anticipate losing control over your home thermostat and having your every movement tracked and traced via electric vehicles and a “smart” power grid, while all your transactions and affiliations are linked to digital currencies and IDs.

			Meanwhile, Gates and fellow plutocrats Mark Zuckerberg and Jeff Bezos are investors in companies creating “alternative proteins” for you to eat to reduce the world’s reliance on cattle, whose various forms of “bovine flatulence” are supposedly to blame for the rise in global temperatures. In this book, Seamus shows how these tech oligarchs will push fake meats onto your dinner plate in the name of climate change, health concerns, and animal rights. I was horrified to learn about the lab-grown “hamburgers,” fermented fungi patties, and even insect-based protein shakes that they are hoping the public will consume.

			Finally, Seamus shows how every crisis is an opportunity for the elite political class. The worldwide COVID-19 pandemic—one of the most consequential crises in modern history—and the coordinated public-private response destroyed jobs, industries, and even whole economies. And the globalist response to the pandemic (with their nebulous proposals such as the “Great Reset” and “Build Back Better”) was simply convenient packaging for a set of ideas that were already on their minds. The pandemic was the ultimate opportunity to begin a transition to a new system of control.

			And while this new system means that our behaviors will have to change, theirs almost certainly won’t. The billionaires who fly to Davos aboard gas-guzzling private jets want to end cheap and abundant fuels for the rest of us. They want us to transition to expensive electric cars while exempting their jets from emissions restrictions. Smartphone apps that track our movements are now championed as ways to “stop the spread” of illnesses. Meanwhile, our small businesses have been deemed “nonessential” while their large companies have used the pandemic opportunity to consolidate their market share.

			Controligarchs is a window into their vision for your future: a world where they decide what we can own, how many children we can have, and what we are allowed to eat is decided for us. Our losses are their gains.

			It is vital to read this book not as a fait accompli but as your wake-up call. As citizens of the United States, we have the right to oppose arrogant political overreaches and to protect our freedom of speech and privacy from Big Tech’s creepy intrusions. It is our responsibility to ensure the survival of liberty for generations to come.

			Just as Seamus has done in his two previous books, here he sounds the alarm on relevant issues and stays well ahead of the curve. His pinpoint research and uncanny ability to follow the money not only shows his readers the raw facts, but also the jaw-dropping figures that no one else has quantified.

			I have watched Seamus spend more than two years investigating the characters in this book. He studied thousands of primary source documents and uncovered unsettling video evidence. He also spent incredible amounts of time poring over complex corporate filings, nonprofit disclosures, and other official records. To crunch the staggering numbers contained herein, Seamus created spreadsheets and mapped what he calls the “Controligarch cash trail” with unprecedented precision. Everything he gathered—all the facts and calculations—can be replicated. Seamus uses zero anonymous sources.

			I am often asked whether I am discouraged by the widespread corruption in government that we at GAI unearth and expose to the public. My answer is an emphatic no. We believe in the power of the American people, and of free people everywhere, to resist the control schemes created by people with more money than empathy.

			We arm ourselves with the facts and do battle with a cheerful, optimistic purpose.

		

	
		
			Introduction

			Using the most conservative estimates, the combined personal net worth of the characters in this book tops $1 trillion (that is with a t). But the awesome power and staggering influence at their fingertips is worth far more.

			With a single phone call, they can bankrupt an entire nation and destroy its economy for generations. They can also create brand-new markets and launch them into the stratosphere. They can take mere mortals to the stars, literally. They are revered and reviled the world over because they own almost everything, including our elected officials.

			After years of studying them, I decided that the best name for this group of powerful men and women is the “Controligarchs.”

			What is a Controligarch? Well, an oligarchy is a system run by the ultrawealthy few. It is an inherently antidemocratic system. But ours is not just a textbook oligarchy like, say, the Russian government. Unlike the Kremlin-friendly industrialists looking to preserve an old oppressive regime, the American oligarchs are a new breed of philanthropists, entrepreneurs, and tech titans seeking to impose an unprecedented system of control not only in the US, but around the world. While they would like us to believe they are innovating for the better, people such as Bill Gates, Jeff Bezos, Mark Zuckerberg, and Elon Musk are creating technology and making investments that will micromanage every aspect of your life.

			The truth is they hoard unimaginable riches at our expense. The ten wealthiest men on the planet—including Gates, Bezos, Zuckerberg, and Musk—doubled their personal net worth over the course of the COVID-19 pandemic. Also, the entire billionaire class—fewer than three thousand individuals around the world, or 0.00004 percent of the global population—added more than $5 trillion to their combined personal net worth while the dwindling middle class suffered, and more than 160 million people were pushed into poverty. I have done the calculations myself and the numbers are mind-blowing:

			In 2019, the assets of a shadowy group of billionaires concerned with overpopulation—which included Bill Gates, George Soros, Michael Bloomberg, and the Rockefeller Foundation—totaled $263,429,906,000. Post-pandemic, they increased by 37.4 percent to $362,009,025,000.[1]

			Bill Gates’s personal net worth grew 33.7 percent from $96,500,000,000 in 2019 to $129,000,000,000 in 2022. His foundation’s assets grew 6.2 percent from $51,852,234,000 in 2017 to $55,067,310,000 in 2021.

			The personal net worth of George Soros increased by nearly $300,000,000 between 2019 and 2022.

			Assets managed by the top financial Controligarchs—BlackRock, Vanguard, and State Street—grew by 34.6 percent between 2019 and 2022, from $16,529,633,000,000 to $22,250,000,000,000.

			The top 25 largest World Economic Forum members have a combined post-COVID value of nearly $10,000,000,000,000—thanks in large part to Big Pharma’s and Big Tech’s gains—up from $8,000,000,000,000 prior to the pandemic.[2]

			That’s $10 trillion up from $8 trillion—larger than the gross domestic product (GDP) of most countries!

			The Controligarchs share an ambition to reshape the world. Their wealth gives them the influence to do it. They accomplish it through crony alliances, shady takeovers, sustained corporate welfare, and sometimes flat-out corruption. Their influence is not limited to any particular industry. As I will show you, it has permeated the media, technology, energy, education, the economy, our food industry, and so much more.

			In this book, I will reveal shocking new evidence that shows how the Controligarchs’ sinister agenda is well on its way to becoming reality. You will learn about their investments into eugenics research that will allow them to predetermine their children’s traits, creating a new caste system in which the ultrawealthy are able to hack their own biology to become superhuman. You will learn about the billions of dollars in taxpayer-funded crony stimulus and other forms of inflation-inducing corporate welfare that has allowed this tiny elite faction to add trillions of dollars to their collective holdings—while we work harder to earn far less. You will see what they are planning for “the next pandemic,” which I can assure you means lockdowns, new waves of small-business closures, and, ultimately, consolidating the ownership of everything into fewer and fewer hands.

			Living through daily disasters like bank collapses, disease outbreaks, and food and energy crises, Americans know that the world is changing for the worse. And most are tempted to point fingers at politicians. But who is really organizing the broadside against the US Constitution? Who is behind censorship, cancel culture, and the propaganda that is being pushed in our schools and media? Who is orchestrating the attacks on the nuclear family? Who is buying off public officials at home and abroad by the thousands? Who trademarked the phrase Trust the Science™ and then weaponized it? Why do they want to dictate virtually every aspect of our daily existence, from our energy usage right down to what foods and medicines we put into our bodies?

			Most importantly—how much worse will things get?

			This book answers those questions and reveals so much more. These grave stories about the widespread political corruption and corporatism that plague our planet—and the ever-growing sense that democracy and even free will may just be illusions—require an optimistic ending. This book provides accountability through forced transparency and, further, delivers hopeful recommendations for how citizens can take back control.

			The story of how these billionaires, bureaucrats, and other global elites are seizing control of every major industry (and will not be happy until you own nothing) is moving quickly.

			Let us get started.

			

		

	
		
			1

			The Good Club

			
				Some even believe we are part of a secret [club] working against the best interests of the United States, characterizing my family and me as “internationalists” and of conspiring with others around the world to build a more integrated global political and economic structure—one world, if you will. If that’s the charge, I stand guilty, and I am proud of it.[1]

				—David Rockefeller, Memoirs, 2002

			

			On a cloudy spring day in 2009, Bill Gates arrived at one of the very last private, single-family, residential mansions on the crowded island of Manhattan in New York City.

			Gates was joined that May afternoon by a dozen other billionaire philanthropists—David Rockefeller, George Soros, Ted Turner, Michael Bloomberg, Warren Buffett, and Oprah Winfrey, as well as the heads of Cisco, Blackstone Group, and Tiger Management, to name a few—who had gathered for a secret meeting at the Rockefeller University, on Manhattan’s posh Upper East Side. They were there to save the world—or, at least, to set the agenda for the future of global health.[2]

			It was a fitting setting. After all, it was there in 1901 that John D. Rockefeller Sr. established the Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research, which was the nation’s first biomedical and research laboratory. Rockefeller modeled his facility after the prestigious Pasteur and Koch institutes in France and Germany. In doing so, he elevated the prestige of America’s scientific and medicinal research to Europe’s level.

			Now, Rockefeller University was the hub of the Rockefellers’ biomedical empire. Gates and a few of his closest billionaire buddies met in the President’s House, which is nestled in the northeast corner of the university’s relatively lush sixteen-acre campus. This private, brutalist-style building also offered a tightly secured fortress of climate-controlled personal breathing space in the otherwise overcrowded island that is Manhattan. These tycoons called their group the Good Club.

			The May 2009 meeting of the Good Club was convened by three of the most consequential, wealthy, and powerful men in modern world history: Bill Gates, Warren Buffett, and David Rockefeller.[3] These men had invested heavily in Barack Obama and Joe Biden’s 2008 campaign, and the timing of the meeting—fifteen weeks into the new administration—came at the right time for the Good Club to capitalize on their victory.

			The global financial crisis had recently ravaged much of the American economy. As the middle and lower classes suffered more foreclosures and bankruptcies than at any point in recent memory, the billionaires no doubt knew that a peasant revolt may be on the horizon.

			The gathering was thus a planning meeting for a public-relations stunt called the Giving Pledge, which kicked off a massive movement of cash from the billionaire class to charitable causes. When billionaires pledge to give away half their wealth, this can mean that they will be transferring billions from their pockets to the coffers of their family foundations—through a byzantine network of tax-exempt NGOs.[4]

			Only a few scant details of the meeting were anonymously leaked to the press. The Times of London and a few other European outlets shared only a glimpse of the inside. The Good Club members spent fifteen minutes each outlining their proposals for an “umbrella” philanthropic cause they could collectively prioritize.[5]

			The group had much in common, beyond its members’ monumental wealth and shared interest in philanthropy. All the members were convinced globalists, who positioned themselves as being uniquely able to do good for humanity.

			CNN founder Ted Turner tried to dominate the meeting. Oprah Winfrey mostly listened. Gates’s presentation impressed the other club members greatly, and taking their cues from him, they agreed to prioritize the goal that Gates now urged upon them: overpopulation. Gates had said at a conference in Long Beach, California, the previous year that he believed that the world’s population should be capped at 8.3 billion.[6]

			Ironically, the Good Club’s top priority in serving humanity was to make sure that there was less of it.

			The timing was crucial because the Democrats controlled the White House and both houses of Congress. The next eight years could determine if the Controligarchs’ agenda would succeed or fail.

			The Good Club members—particularly the Rockefellers—had already done much to influence a major decrease in global population. Global birth rates peaked in the 1960s and have been in steep decline ever since the Rockefellers started plowing massive sums into the development of every birth control measure from contraceptive devices to “the pill” to abortion—years before the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision.[7]

			Crucially, the Good Club members had, over the course of decades, persuaded the general population that reducing birth rates was in the planet’s best collective interest because fewer people equals less pollution.[8]

			Oprah had used her powerful platform to champion birth control and abortion for decades. Soros, Buffett, Rockefeller, Bloomberg, and Gates had poured more than $1.5 billion into increasing women’s access to contraceptives and abortions—enough to fund the termination of approximately three million unborn babies.[9]

			At the time that Gates brought them all together, the Good Club members had been acquainted, at least socially, for years or even decades, and their philanthropic interests often overlapped.

			Gates and Buffett had been close friends since Gates’s mother, Mary Maxwell Gates, introduced them in 1991.[10] Also, before Gates and Patricia Stonesifer combined several of Gates’s smaller charitable endeavors into a single foundation in 1999, Gates had already begun partnering with the Rockefellers, particularly on “population and health research,” including the joint funding of vaccine-related initiatives.[11]

			In the months and years following the Good Club meeting, Controligarchs such as Gates and the Rockefellers developed a global response to a hypothetical pandemic. They could not have known that barely a decade later the world would face the first global pandemic in nearly a century, and everyone would beg them for solutions. (Their answers involve seismic transfers of wealth from the lower classes to the billionaire class.)

			But that is exactly the kind of power they dreamed of.

			As it happened, by the time COVID-19 made worldwide headlines in early 2020, the Good Club and its partners had already been working for decades on medical and technological breakthroughs they hoped could cure every human ill, from poverty to infectious diseases. COVID-19 presented an “opportunity” to introduce these technocratic panaceas.

			And Gates and the Rockefellers had key partners to urge their solutions upon heads of state the world over. Dr. Anthony Fauci, for example, had long been acquainted with Good Club members. The Rockefeller Foundation, which had worked intimately with Fauci’s National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases for decades, dramatically elevated his profile when it featured him in a December 2019 video about the HIV/AIDS pandemic. Notably, this video was released as COVID-19 cases began to emerge in Wuhan, China.[12]

			Prior to the COVID-19 outbreak, Rockefeller and Gates had sponsored multiple training exercises for just such a coronavirus pandemic. The Rockefellers had nearly a century’s head start on Gates in pandemic planning experience, having been the leading viral research entity beginning in 1901—well before the 1918 Spanish flu pandemic.

			A 2010 Rockefeller training exercise titled “Lock Step” and Gates’s more innocuously titled “Event 201” in October 2019—just two months before China recorded its first official case of COVID-19—were especially prescient.[13]

			The training exercises produced a long list of recommendations that were eerily prophetic. Possible solutions included mandatory quarantines, face masks, temperature checks, and biometric identification for all citizens. Moreover, the exercises addressed lockdowns, enforced cooperation, and virus surveillance programs such as contact tracing.[14]

			By 2017, Rockefeller and Gates had begun their digital identification (“digital ID”) push with an initiative called ID2020. At the time, this initiative did not get much publicity in major outlets. But when COVID struck the United States in early 2020, the Rockefeller Foundation sprang into action and immediately began implementing a Lock Step–type game plan. The foundation rolled out an international contact-tracing surveillance operation to officially usher in a global digital ID regime.[15]

			A digital ID—like a QR code in your phone’s digital wallet scanned by a restaurant hostess—provides a point of entry for this unprecedented level of access to personal information. In August 2021, with funding from the Gates and Rockefeller foundations, the World Health Organization (WHO) published its vaccine passport guidelines, which were filled with requirements and mandates.[16]

			The Rockefeller Foundation had previously committed $1 billion, not just toward ending the pandemic but also to use the pandemic as leverage to address climate change, social justice, and other “inequities made worse by this virus.” Moreover, the foundation sought to “catalyze a more inclusive, green recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic.” In the words of Rockefeller Foundation president Rajiv Shah in October 2020:

			
				There’s no going back to the past, to before-Covid. We need to reimagine the future we want. To meet this moment, we must leverage all our resources and relationships to build an equitable, sustainable future, where everyone has the opportunity to realize their full potential and climate disaster is avoided. The time to act is right now to make sure vulnerable children and families are included in the pandemic response and recovery.[17]

			

			Gates may have convened the 2009 meeting, but the Rockefellers had been working to curb overpopulation since before Gates was born in 1955, which made them the obvious hosting choice.[18]

			The Rockefellers did not just pioneer the Controligarch model; they perfected it. While other dynastic billionaire families—such as the Fords, Vanderbilts, and Carnegies—amassed fortunes, none have been able to maintain their power and prominence across generations as have the Rockefellers, who are still one of the world’s most powerful families in their seventh generation.[19]

			The Rockefellers found that meeting the needs of consumers is not enough to perpetuate multigenerational wealth. For more than a century, they kept the money flowing, and, through their charitable foundations, shaped the beliefs, morals, and behavior of society. It gave them control.

			The story of how the Rockefellers became the greatest influencers in global health policy, and the central planners of pandemic responses, is complex and spans over a century. It is sometimes a triumphant tale of victory over viruses such as smallpox and polio and, at other times, a sordid story marred by the Rockefellers’ funding of racist selective breeding and eugenics programs, Nazi experiments, and forced sterilizations.

			To say that the Rockefeller family helped build the modern world would be an understatement. From energy to finance to education to public health to computing, the Rockefellers had a hand in developing every major field and industry.

			By examining these Controligarch prototypes in close detail, we can understand how their modern descendants—such as the Big Tech titans—push authoritarianism from every angle.

			The Controligarch Prototype: “A National Menace”

			John D. Rockefeller Sr., or “Senior” as he was known, may well go down in history as the greatest businessman the world has ever seen, and rightly so. Nearly all his heirs—more than 250 of them and counting—look up to him with pride and gratitude, as they should.[20]

			Senior is famous for creating one of the largest monopolies in American history: Standard Oil Company, or “The Standard.” In less than two decades, The Standard achieved control of more than 95 percent of the US petroleum industry—from the first step in the production process, drilling for crude oil; to the next step, refining the crude; to the transportation of the finished product, refined oil. This was possible because Rockefeller owned everything: the oil wells, the refineries, and the complex oil tank system that traveled by railroad car.[21]

			The Rockefeller patriarch believed that his ability to get rich was his divine purpose. “I believe the power to make money is a gift from God,” Senior said, and “having been endowed with the gift I possess, I believe it is my duty to make money and still more money and to use the money I make for the good of my fellow-man according to the dictates of my conscience.”[22]

			Within thirty years of The Standard’s founding, it had become the most powerful conglomerate in the country and was exerting influence abroad in ways that made even the US government jealous. For example, the Rockefellers were influencing China a full century before President Richard Nixon’s famous visit in the early 1970s.

			To achieve The Standard’s monopoly, Senior’s soldiers spied on and sabotaged his enemies, The Standard leveraged its massive buying power to squeeze out smaller operators, and Rockefeller attorneys used secret contracts and lawfare to effectively steal from The Standard’s competitors. Senior’s tactics paid off, and the value of The Standard grew exponentially. By 1910, as one reporter put it, “when a glass of beer cost a penny and a loaf of bread less than a nickel, when a three-room apartment went for five dollars a month and a good pair of shoes for a dollar, Rockefeller had assets of over $800 million” (which is nearly $25 billion today).[23]

			But there was a problem—a problem that is rarely studied or acknowledged. The reputational costs of such success—and the ruthlessness of the methods that Rockefeller used to achieve it—were mounting. The Rockefellers had attained oligarch status, and as their wealth surged, the public’s opinion of the family turned to skepticism and eventually to ire. More importantly, the US Congress took notice of The Standard’s monopolistic practices.

			By the early 1900s, the press routinely ran hit pieces on The Standard’s shady business practices and raked Senior over the coals. More concerning, federal investigations began targeting The Standard for anticompetitive tactics, and the dreaded word antitrust was percolating up through the Justice Department.

			Senior needed a trustworthy lieutenant to manage both the fabulous wealth and the negative press that came with it.

			And he knew exactly the right man for the job. Senior met Baptist minister Frederick T. Gates (no direct relation to Bill) nearly twenty years prior at the University of Chicago. Gates had experience leading flour magnate George Pillsbury’s philanthropic endeavors, which impressed Senior. Soon, the reverend was fielding all Rockefeller donation solicitations and handling many other aspects of the Rockefeller business.

			But managing such a staggering amount of wealth was no small task. Gates famously told Senior that his fortune was “rolling up like an avalanche!” The eldest Rockefeller needed to dole out funds faster than he was accumulating them. “If you do not, it will crush you, and your children, and your children’s children,” Gates warned.[24]

			Gates knew that wealthy families had historically passed down their enormous fortunes with “scandalous results to their descendants and powerful tendencies to social demoralization.” Gates worried that his benefactor’s good family name might be in jeopardy. “I trembled as I witnessed the unreasoning popular resentment at Mr. Rockefeller’s riches,” he wrote. To the public at the time, Rockefeller was a “national menace,” and protestors would gather by the thousands to rally against the company and vandals sabotaged The Standard’s oil tankers.[25]

			Gates saw only one solution: John Sr. and John Jr. must “form a series of great corporate philanthropies for forwarding civilization in all its elements in this land and all lands; philanthropies, if possible, limitless in time and amount, broad in scope, and self-perpetuating.”[26]

			As Senior got older, Reverend Gates increasingly worked closely with Junior to realize his vision for the Rockefeller fortune. The two men operated as a tag team to steer capital toward mutually agreed upon initiatives. Gates was the “brilliant dreamer and creator,” and Junior was the “salesman” who was able to pitch his father at the opportune moment.

			The Rockefeller philanthropic strategy, unlike The Standard’s strategy, was a family affair from day one, and each of Senior’s heirs was taught, in the eldest Rockefeller’s words, “the difficult art of giving.”[27]

			Senior’s first frontier of charitable good: public health.

			Viruses and Vaccines: A Business Model

			Founded in 1901, the Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research (RIMR, which later became Rockefeller University) would become the headquarters for the Rockefellers’ biomedical empire. Within a decade, RIMR became the leading incubator of infectious disease research and trained the world’s top virologists.[28]

			Before 1900, deadly diseases such as smallpox, tuberculosis, cholera, typhus, diphtheria, and yellow fever routinely ravaged populations around the globe. New York City was especially hazardous and before 1900 “had a higher mortality rate than London or Paris, Boston or Philadelphia, making it one of the most dangerous places in the western world.”[29]

			One in five babies died, and of those fortunate enough to survive childhood, 25 percent died before they reached their thirties. The only mitigation strategy for these diseases was to quarantine the infected. The concept of “eradication” seemed inconceivable at the time.[30]

			Nearly two decades before the first global pandemic in modern history—the 1918 Spanish flu (which Rockefeller scientists were the first to isolate)—the Rockefellers began studying communicable diseases and seeking to treat them.[31]

			Along the way, they learned that curing diseases was hard work, but even when they failed to eradicate a disease, they gained important experience that led to something even more important: control. With each successive disease they identified and sought to control, their influence and authority over the scientific and medical communities grew—both at home and abroad. The Rockefellers with their institutes and foundation effectively became the global authors of public health policy.

			The Rockefeller research was truly revolutionary, and that was by design. The foundation had specifically decided to “confine itself to projects of an important character, too large to be undertaken, or otherwise unlikely to be undertaken, by other agencies” and to “go to the root of individual or social ill-being and misery.”[32]

			In 1905, a deadly outbreak of cerebrospinal meningitis struck New York City. RIMR’s first director, Simon Flexner, had worked with that disease at Johns Hopkins (a critical Rockefeller partner in academia and medical research, particularly through the COVID pandemic) and immediately got to work taking blood samples from the morgue to inject cultures into lab monkeys and infect them with the disease. Flexner successfully developed a serum to inject into the base of the spine of human patients.

			“Cure Is Found for Meningitis with John D’s Aid,” read a New York Times headline. The development put RIMR on the map. Shortly after, a different medical institution asked Senior’s contemporary, Andrew Carnegie, for a donation, but he refused. “That is Mr. Rockefeller’s specialty,” Carnegie said. “Go see him.”[33]

			With a major win under its belt and ample funding, RIMR set out to find and tackle a bigger problem, and Frederick Gates sought to use “wholesale” rather than “retail” philanthropy to address “root causes.” Hookworm—a debilitating parasite that afflicted mostly southern US communities—fit the bill.

			The Rockefellers established their Sanitary Commission for the Eradication of Hookworm Disease in 1909 with a five-year, one-million-dollar pledge. The hookworm plan was simple (later becoming the blueprint for Bill Gates’s infectious disease efforts): try to break transmission cycles by installing sanitary outhouses and privies to prevent soil and drinking water contamination.

			The Rockefellers’ hookworm blueprint pioneered another critical tactic: test all citizens and inspect their homes. It was the largest and most complex public health initiative in American history to date.

			Studies showed that the Rockefeller hookworm initiative helped some but failed to eradicate the illness. Nonetheless, a century later the Rockefellers promoted their hookworm blueprint for COVID-19. And again, mass testing failed to prevent transmission. So why did they use the blueprint? Simply put, it was profitable and lent itself to controlling the population.[34]

			The Rockefellers learned something very important to future global health efforts via the hookworm campaign: the next best thing to disease eradication (or possibly the best thing) is disease control.

			The term “eradication” was quietly dropped from research proposals and other literature in favor of “control.” Thus, instead of seeking to eliminate diseases from the entire population, the Rockefellers opted for the more loosely defined “disease control,” which lowered expectations and allowed them to retain the prestige, profitability, and power that dictating public health policies provided. The Rockefellers’ disease-control model soon spread to more than fifty countries on six continents.[35]

			In the process of developing disease-control programs, the Rockefeller Institute’s top researcher, Flexner, began waging a fifty-year war against the polio virus. Soon, the Rockefeller Institute built the world’s foremost polio research center with Flexner at the helm.

			The New York Times ran a glowing piece on the Rockefeller Institute’s efforts in 1911.

			“We have already discovered how to prevent infantile paralysis,” the Times wrote. The piece suggested that polio would soon be eradicated like typhus, smallpox, and other conquered plagues. “The achievement of a cure, I may conservatively say, is not now far distant,” wrote the Times, using only Flexner as its source for the grand claim.[36] But it would be many years—with lethal mistakes made along the way—before the Rockefellers’ polio efforts would pay off.

			In the meantime, RIMR set its sights on conquering a different disease: yellow fever. In 1914, a Rockefeller Foundation report titled “Yellow Fever: Feasibility of Its Eradication” kicked off a forty-year attack against the disease and resulted in not one but two Rockefeller-funded vaccines.[37]

			The first yellow fever vaccine was produced at RIMR and injected into nearly eight thousand people. A lead scientist declared success before the results were deemed inconclusive, and the Rockefellers “quietly discontinued its distribution” in 1926. A competing vaccine by the French Pasteur Institute led to “neurologic reactions” that negatively affected the injected individual’s central nervous system.

			A second Rockefeller-funded yellow fever vaccine, known as the 17D strain vaccine, took more than a decade to develop and, by 1937, was ready for human trials. Soon, more than one million people in Brazil were vaccinated with the Rockefeller vaccine, and it was subsequently deemed safe enough to give to US soldiers headed off to fight in World War II.[38]

			In January 1941, the US War Department worried that the Japanese were going to unleash swarms of mosquitoes carrying yellow fever as a form of biological warfare. The president of the Rockefeller Foundation was called to Washington, DC, to meet with the surgeon general and the vice president.[39] The foundation agreed to generously donate enough doses to vaccinate “virtually all” American army recruits between January 1941 and April 1942—a staggering seven million shots.[40]

			Unfortunately, the vaccines were tainted with hepatitis B and caused widespread illness among the troops. But it took more than forty years for a 1987 study by the Veterans Administration Medical Center to determine that the botched Rockefeller 17D vaccine had led to more than three hundred thousand hepatitis B infections in US troops (General Joseph “Vinegar Joe” Stilwell among them)—the largest recorded outbreak of that kind to date.[41]

			Tainted jabs notwithstanding, in 1951, the Rockefeller Foundation appointed its top yellow fever scientist who had developed the 17D vaccine, Dr. Max Theiler, as Director of Laboratories in New York. Later that year, Theiler won the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine. The foundation boldly declared: “In all likelihood yellow fever will cease to be a public health menace.” [42]

			Throughout the process of developing the 17D vaccine, scientists discovered that yellow fever has a “sylvatic” (from the Latin silva, meaning forest) or “jungle” transmission cycle. A sylvatic virus can be transmitted between human and other animals via mosquitoes and other biting insects. The virus can then reside and replicate indefinitely throughout nonhuman animal populations, which makes eradication all but impossible.[43]

			Notably, SARS-CoV-2, the coronavirus that causes COVID-19, appears to have a sylvatic transmission cycle, meaning that eradication, or “COVID zero,” is a pipe dream.[44]

			The yellow fever campaign was costly, and the Rockefellers sank considerable resources to eliminate not only the virus but also the primary transmission vector (the Aedes aegypti mosquito) that spreads the virus. In addition to the financial cost, there were human costs to working for Rockefeller research initiatives—including the deaths of at least six brilliant scientists killed by yellow fever.[45]

			While some diseases, such as smallpox, have been almost entirely vanquished, yellow fever has not and likely never will be. Eventually, the Rockefeller Foundation abandoned its mission to accomplish this goal. Nonetheless, the Rockefeller efforts deserve credit for successfully decreasing the prevalence of yellow fever.

			Today, the 17D vaccine is the only method for controlling yellow fever, though Rockefeller attempts to exterminate disease-carrying mosquitoes through genetic modification have ramped up dramatically. And the Rockefellers’ protégé, Bill Gates, has funneled at least $93 million into controversial efforts to engineer and release roughly two billion genetically modified mosquitoes—first in Florida and California—and then, he hopes, everywhere.[46]

			The Rockefellers’ international yellow fever efforts gave them authority. And more importantly, the more diseases the Rockefellers tried to control, the more power and influence they gained in the international health community. The more influence they gained over public health, the more they could influence people’s behavior for their own benefit. And, since these activities were all done in the name of philanthropy, the better they looked in the eyes of the public.

			The foundation dumped even more resources into studying more diseases. Many of the viruses that the foundation studied could not be totally eradicated because of their sylvatic cycles. If a disease can hide out in animal “reservoirs,” then it cannot be cured—only controlled through treatments. And treatments are a cash cow, while cures are not.

			Just as The Standard had used patents to its enormous benefit, so, too, would the Rockefeller institutes and foundations.[47] The Rockefeller Institute’s 1901 founding charter declared that “all discoveries and inventions” made by Rockefeller personnel belonged to the Rockefeller Institute to “place at the service of humanity in accordance with the beneficent purposes of the founder.” In other words, the Rockefeller Institute was founded with the explicit purpose to discover, invent, own, and ultimately control its research and findings. But unlike The Standard, the Rockefeller Foundation struggled with who should retain ultimate control over its discoveries.[48]

			For roughly fifty years, the Rockefeller directors and staff were divided over the issue of patents. The doctors and scientists did not want to stockpile the patents to their biomedical inventions (some scientists wanted to share this intellectual property freely with the world), while the directors believed that it was necessary to maintain strict control over their patents, which were invariably linked with the production (and thus the purity) of the products.[49]

			In 1950, the Rockefeller Foundation directors finally arrived at an official policy: “We have a policy of having no policy but to deal with each case as it arises,” the directors boldly declared. This “flexible approach” meant that Rockefeller entities retained their profitable intellectual property (which was often developed with taxpayer assistance) as they saw fit.[50]

			Over time, the infectious disease research of the Rockefellers’ institute and foundation began to pay off. In addition to the virus control experience, intellectual property, and the positive reputational dividends, the Rockefellers had built powerful international relationships and formed global health alliances.[51] The Rockefeller disease initiatives effectively formed a joint venture with governments all over the world—particularly in the resource-rich regions of Africa, Asia, and South America.[52]

			Waging war on diseases with the family’s signature ruthless zeal—particularly in underdeveloped countries—elevated the Rockefellers and transformed their reputation from self-interested monopolists to socially conscious oligarchs. The expansion of their international footprint allowed them to be perceived as global saviors (which would later explain how cutthroat oil barons could change their stripes to become darlings of the environmental Left).[53]

			And while Rockefeller drugs and treatments poured into these regions as “charity,” energy resources flowed out. For one full century, the Rockefellers extracted energy resources from the very governments that had become reliant upon the foundation’s health programs. The governments that granted the energy licenses also bought Rockefeller fuel and agricultural products. For the family and its partners, it was a mutually beneficial arrangement and one that future Controligarchs would replicate.[54]

			By controlling entire industries, the Rockefellers influenced the lives of people on just about every continent.

			However, just prior to the new millennium, the staff at the Rockefeller Foundation realized that the wealth distribution in the twenty-first century would effectively be determined by debates among intellectual-property owners. Indeed, hoarding intellectual property through patents would soon become the means for the Controligarchs to control everything from medicine to energy to computer technology and even food.[55]

			The power that came with trying to heal sick people was only the beginning. Trying to control microscopic organisms and meddling with the genetics of plants and insects was very clever, but what if the Rockefellers could modify—and ultimately control—the genetics of humans? The Rockefeller foray into medical research—particularly the areas of genetic and biomedical engineering—kicked off a dark era in American history: the period of eugenics.

			Cleansing Populations through Birth Control

			By the time the American eugenics movement—a sweeping effort to breed “fit” populations and eliminate “unfit” ones—was really starting to take off, Senior had already turned over the keys to his financial kingdom to Junior, his only son.

			Junior was by far the most outspoken Rockefeller proponent of eugenics and the largest funder of the earliest eugenics organizations. In the movement, he saw an opportunity to change not only the science of reproduction but also public sentiment about family, sex, and who deserved to live or die. If the right people came to accept birth control as normal or even desirable, the problem of overpopulation might just take care of itself.

			Starting around 1910, Junior gave more than $6 million—at least $150 million in today’s dollars—to eugenics organizations, such as the Eugenics Record Office, the Bureau of Social Hygiene, and the American Eugenics Society. By 1924, he saw potential in a pro-eugenics feminist who would transform the public view of eugenics from a social necessity to a charitable good: Margaret Sanger.[56]

			Today, Sanger’s legacy organization, Planned Parenthood, is easily the largest abortion provider in the United States and operates all over the world.[57] Sanger dedicated her life to controlling women’s ability to give birth—especially among the mentally disabled and in the black community—because she viewed pregnancy as “biological slavery.”[58]

			Before Roe v. Wade legalized abortions nationwide in 1973, Planned Parenthood and its predecessor organizations focused mainly on preventing the “unfit” from breeding—which, according to Sanger, included black babies, babies born into poverty, and the disabled—by providing and promoting contraceptives and sterilization.[59]

			One paper that Sanger published, titled “Birth Control and the Negro,” stated that “negroes present the great problem of the South” and have “the greatest economic, health and social problems.” The paper outlined a birth control strategy for African Americans, whom Sanger and her colleagues denigrated as the “largely illiterate” who “still breed carelessly and disastrously.”[60]

			Junior and the Rockefeller’s Bureau of Social Hygiene steadily backed Sanger’s American Birth Control League (one of Planned Parenthood’s predecessors), as well as Sanger’s Birth Control Clinical Research Bureau and the National Committee on Federal Legislation for Birth Control. The Rockefellers funded more organizations run by one of Sanger’s eugenicist colleagues, including the American Gynecological Society and the Committee on Maternal Health.

			Junior’s top advisor, Raymond Fosdick, justified the massive amounts of largesse to Sanger’s causes since “population [growth] constitutes one of the great perils of the future.” By 1940, Junior, his sons “JDR” III and Nelson, and their wives were all, individually and collectively, major funders of birth control. When the Bureau of Social Hygiene permanently closed in 1934, the Rockefeller Foundation’s “Medical Sciences Division” took its place as the top financier of the birth control effort.[61]

			The eugenics movement was thriving in the United States, and soon the Rockefellers decided to take it global. Adolf Hitler and the Nazis were especially keen on exterminating so-called inferior populations while attempting to breed a superior race. Thanks to Rockefeller support, Nazi scientists learned directly from American eugenicists.[62]

			In the 1930s, IG Farben—the manufacturer of Bayer aspirin—was among the largest funders of Hitler’s campaign and the Nazi Party. While in partnership with the Rockefellers, IG Farben manufactured Zyklon B, the gas used in the genocidal concentration camps that made the pharmaceutical giant one of the sinister profiteers of the Nazi campaigns that exterminated millions of Jews and other minorities.[63]

			According to a 1944 IG Farben memo, forming a partnership with Rockefeller’s Standard Oil “was necessary for technical, commercial, and financial reasons.”[64] IG Farben would later be linked to a Rockefeller-distributed abortifacient pill called RU-486, which is still distributed by Planned Parenthood to this day.[65]

			The Rockefeller family’s decades-long funding of research and organizations that advanced both positive eugenics (breeding the “fit”) and negative eugenics (culling the “unfit”) is undeniable. While the Rockefeller Foundation was searching for cures to infectious diseases in every corner of the world, it was also bankrolling research into human fitness and a variety of ways to control human reproduction.[66]

			The Rockefellers underwrote all kinds of birth-reducing efforts. Less controversial methods included intrauterine devices (IUDs), such as Norplant (whose manufacturer faced a critical class-action lawsuit); the daily hormone-based birth control pill; and the “morning after” pill. Highly controversial methods included pregnancy terminators such as abortifacients (RU-486) and abortions at any stage of pregnancy, even right up until birth.[67]

			Beyond the eugenic goals and outcomes, Rockefeller Inc. receives financial benefits by retaining the distribution rights to birth control products. They receive further financial benefits through investments in the pharmaceutical companies that advance birth control products. The Rockefeller Foundation has coined a term for this type of “philanthropic” profiteering: “impact investing.” This means addressing “social and/or environmental problems while also turning a profit.”[68]

			As the Rockefellers were monetizing birth control (which their associates successfully rebranded as “family planning” or “maternal health,” because of the negative connotations of the word control[69]), they pioneered a new field called sex research.[70]

			As with curing humankind of infectious diseases, the Rockefellers believed that the illnesses plaguing the human mind might be cured—or at least controlled. Psychology and psychoanalysis—particularly surrounding the historically taboo study of sexual intercourse—were fields that Rockefeller scientists believed could be vastly improved, if not perfected, by following a program that the Rockefellers were uniquely able to prescribe.

			Eliminating the consequences of sex (pregnancies) while destigmatizing promiscuity could serve both ideological and profit motives. As the Rockefellers increased the availability of population-reducing contraceptives, they could simultaneously benefit by increasing the demand for such products. A “sexual revolution” (for which the Rockefeller Foundation proudly claims credit) could create that demand.

			In 1941, an entomologist named Alfred Kinsey got his first grant from the National Research Council (NRC)—a predominantly Rockefeller-funded organization. Just a few years later, the NRC allotted $40,000 per year for Kinsey’s sex project. That funding—more than $600,000 annually, adjusted for inflation—came entirely from the Rockefeller Foundation.[71]

			Between 1941 and 1954, Rockefeller-backed organizations promoted sex research, including the Kinsey Scale—which asserts that human sexuality is largely nonbinary—and the concept of gender fluidity. In the 1960s, the Rockefellers’ Population Council in partnership with Planned Parenthood proposed advancing alternative sexual preferences to “reduce fertility.” The resultant “transgenderism” has arguably become a social contagion. It has exploded into a $2.1 billion annual windfall for medical and pharmaceutical companies and is expected to more than double to $5 billion by 2030.[72]

			Decades later, America is still grappling with the sexual revolution’s deleterious effects, which include massive surges in unplanned pregnancies (and thus abortions), sexually transmitted diseases, spiking divorce rates, and single-parent households.

			Today, the Rockefeller Foundation celebrates the Kinsey Reports, which “transformed American society by challenging American attitudes toward sexual normalcy.”[73]

			Your Body, Rockefeller’s Choice

			Anticipating a surge in sexual activity, as well as the prospect of a resultant baby boom, the Rockefellers focused on increasing access to contraceptives and abortions. Beginning in 1952, the Rockefeller Foundation began funding a project that endeavored to create the “Model Penal Code.” This sweeping effort prescribed legal changes in areas that ranged from theft and obscenity to capital punishment, and, crucially, to sex offenses and abortion.[74]

			Between 1962 (when the Rockefellers’ Model Penal Code was published) and 1973 (when the Roe v. Wade decision took place), nineteen states “reformed” their abortion restrictions—and some states adopted the Model Penal Code’s abortion justifications wholesale. With a new set of liberal laws ready to be implemented, the Rockefellers set out to reshape public opinion on the ethics of something called “reproductive rights.”[75]

			The Rockefellers not only sought to influence women’s sexual and reproductive behavior—their ultimate goal was to rationalize even more radical objectives. In 1969, JDR III and the Rockefeller Foundation provided the primary funding for the first bioethics research institute, called the Hastings Center. This facility pioneered the field of bioethics to study such controversial topics as population control, behavioral control, euthanasia, and genetic engineering. Within two years, the center began publishing a journal that became the “early bible of secular bioethics.”[76]

			The Hastings Center and particularly its cofounder, Daniel Callahan, were instrumental in legalizing and normalizing abortion at a time when the procedure was still largely taboo. The Rockefellers’ Population Council (along with the Ford Foundation) paid for Callahan to study methods of contraception around the world. A once-devout Catholic, Callahan eventually renounced his faith and made strong arguments in favor of both contraceptives and abortion.[77]

			The Rockefeller efforts to bring reproductive issues into the mainstream had a profound effect on the political will to use taxpayer monies for population reduction. For decades, the funding for birth control–related research came mostly from private sources, such as the Rockefeller foundations and private drug companies.

			Between 1973 and 1987, government funding for reproductive and contraceptive research increased substantially, while private funding decreased. During that time, the US government spent a staggering $572.6 million ($3.9 billion in today’s dollars) on population control research. The Controligarchs (mainly the Rockefeller and Ford foundations) spent $72.2 million ($486.5 million in today’s dollars) during the same time. All told, roughly $5 billion (adjusted) was spent on population control research in less than fifteen years.[78]

			In 1988, while abortion was going mainstream, the Rockefeller Foundation announced that it was making strong progress on another population control front: the development of an “antifertility vaccine” that could block hCG, an essential hormone for fertilization. The foundation had completed early trials in New Delhi of three versions of an antifertility vaccine for women. The following year, the National Institutes of Health (NIH) published a paper titled “Anti-fertility Vaccines,” which touted the Rockefellers’ research in New Delhi and revealed that “vaccines are under development for the control of fertility in males and females.”[79]

			By 1991, international collaborative efforts to create an antifertility vaccine were finally paying off. After eighteen years of research, the Rockefellers and their partners at the World Bank, the UN Population Fund, and the WHO Task Force on Vaccines for Fertility Regulation had developed an injection that could prevent pregnancies. Much of that research had been backed by the Rockefellers, who spent roughly $25 million—$62.2 million adjusted—on health and population grants in one year alone (1988).[80]

			“As a result of this international, collaborative effort,” the WHO task force boasted, “a prototype anti-hCG vaccine is now undergoing clinical testing, raising the prospect that a totally new family planning method may be available before the end of the current decade.”[81]

			Thanks to the Rockefeller-funded sexual revolution, unprotected sex in America soared. By the mid-1990s, 57 percent of pregnancies (3.6 million) each year were “unplanned,” according to a Washington Post analysis. Of those 3.6 million, unplanned teenage pregnancies accounted for roughly 20 percent. During his 1992 campaign, President Bill Clinton had declared that abortion should be “safe, legal, and rare,” but before the end of his first term, one-third of all American pregnancies had ended in abortion—more than in any industrialized nation. The Rockefellers’ efforts to control population growth were working.[82]

			In 1970, the year after the Hastings Center was founded, New York governor Nelson Rockefeller (Junior’s son and David’s brother) signed a bill, narrowly passed by the legislature, legalizing abortion with limited restrictions. The law made New York one of the nation’s first states to allow abortion and the only state without a residency requirement. Hundreds of thousands of women from other states flocked to New York to abort their unborn babies. By far the nation’s most sweeping abortion-rights law, the New York legislation allowed abortions to be performed at a hospital or an abortion “clinic.”[83]

			In May 1972, when the New York State legislature passed legislation overturning the proabortion law, Governor Rockefeller vetoed it, and seemingly unaware of the obvious irony, he stated, “I do not believe it right for one group to impose its vision of morality on an entire society.”[84]

			The Hastings Center’s 1987 report titled “Guidelines on the Termination of Life-Sustaining Treatment and the Care of the Dying” provided ethical and legal justifications for a new human right: the “right to die,” meaning that a patient (or the patient’s family, in the event of a patient’s vegetative state) had the right to tell a doctor to turn off life support (affirmed by the US Supreme Court in 1990).[85]

			That same year, the center produced a report titled “Imperiled Newborns,” which discussed the ethics surrounding terminating the lives of newborn babies with genetic abnormalities such as Down syndrome.[86]

			Several months later, in 1988, the Hastings Center published “The Ethics of Fetal Tissue Transplants,” which found that, within limits, using aborted fetus body parts “will not erode important ethical values” and essentially opened the door for organizations to sell aborted fetal tissue for medical research.[87]

			In 1992, Bill Clinton was elected and immediately became the most proabortion American president to date. Notably, Clinton’s Rockefeller connections ran deep. In 1969, a young Bill Clinton was able to legally dodge (or “defer”) the Vietnam War draft thanks to a connection to Arkansas governor Winthrop Rockefeller (Junior’s son and David’s brother). And when Clinton ran for president, the Rockefellers, so-called lifelong Republicans, supported his campaign.[88]

			The Rockefellers and the Clintons had a politically powerful mutual friend in Planned Parenthood. The Rockefellers had been among the abortion provider’s most prolific funders dating back to its founding by Margaret Sanger. And Planned Parenthood became one of Bill and Hillary Clinton’s most ardent backers. The ties between the three ran deep.

			It was on his second full day in office that Clinton sealed his fate as the most proabortion president. On January 22, 1993, Clinton issued a series of executive orders and memoranda broadening abortion access in ways that the United States had never seen.

			With the sweep of a pen, Clinton overturned President Ronald Reagan’s Title X regulations that banned abortion-clinic referrals by federal employees, repealed the “Mexico City Policy” that banned US funding to legalize or perform abortions in foreign countries, and overturned the ban on funding fetal tissue transplants. Clinton authorized hospitals run by the US military to perform abortions and tasked the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) with reviewing the import ban on the abortion pill mifepristone, or RU-486.[89]

			The distribution of RU-486 in the United States would likely not have been possible without Rockefeller efforts. Not only did the Rockefeller institutes develop the fetus-killing drug in 1983 (with FDA approval), but once the pill was developed and deemed safe for use, the developer granted the Rockefellers’ Population Council the patent rights to market and sell the abortion pill in the United States.[90]

			In 1997, the Population Council transferred those rights to a shadowy pharmaceutical start-up called Danco Laboratories. Danco had an unlisted phone number and its only known address was “somewhere in ‘midtown Manhattan.’ ”[91]

			Transferring the rights from the nonprofit Population Council to the for-profit Danco Labs allowed Danco’s secret investors to cash in. It took several years to uncover the investors, but it just so happened that Good Club members George Soros and Warren Buffett were among the lucky Controligarchs to profit from RU-486.[92]

			Clinton’s actions led to a windfall for birth control and abortion companies. Danco was incorporated in 1995 in the Cayman Islands and refused to name its investors and the manufacturer. More evidence that Danco was linked to the Rockefellers came out when it was revealed that the Rockefeller Foundation helped a Chinese manufacturer obtain an FDA production license to manufacture RU-486 for Danco.[93]

			The Hastings Center had provided research on all these topics, and while its reports often presented the case against the federal funding of abortion, abortifacients (i.e., RU-486), assisted suicide, and fetal tissue research, among others, Hastings’ bioethicists also made strong ethical arguments in favor of these controversial issues. And usually, there was little doubt in which direction the center’s advocacy pointed.[94]

			In September 2018, the NIH provided a grant to the Hastings Center to study the ethical questions surrounding “human-animal chimera research,” whereby scientists insert human cells into lab animals. “Many people hope that research with chimeras will yield enormous benefits, including more accurate models of human disease,” the Hastings Center wrote.[95]

			While chimera research may “yield enormous benefits,” it also comes with a lot of risks. In 2021, the NIH revealed that “experiments it funded through a US-based nonprofit in 2018 and 2019 at the Wuhan Institute of Virology (WIV) in China had the ‘unexpected result’ of creating a coronavirus that was more infectious in mice.” Critics of chimera research immediately jumped on the admission as proof that the NIH was funding risky “gain of function” research in Wuhan.[96]

			The Hastings Center has also provided arguments for voluntary sterilization for women, a “plan to expand access to health care for the undocumented uninsured” in New York City, and “gene editing in the wild” (such as publicly releasing massive amounts of genetically modified mosquitoes—a practice the Rockefeller institutes pioneered and Bill Gates has advanced more recently with the Biden administration’s permission). And when the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) finally relented to parents’ demands to reopen schools after COVID-19 closures had wreaked havoc on children’s mental health, the Hastings Center president panned the move as “political and unethical.”[97]

			CRISPR-Cas9 is one of the latest innovations in genetics research. CRISPR, an acronym for “clustered regularly interspaced short palindromic repeats,” has been described as “genetic scissors” because the technology allows for “an efficient, simple, and cheap technology to edit the genome of any organism.” In 2018, a Chinese scientist announced that he had used the technology to genetically alter twin babies to be less susceptible to HIV.[98]

			It should come as no surprise that Rockefeller scientists also pioneered CRISPR technology. Rockefeller University scientist Dr. Luciano Marraffini has been awarded more than a dozen prizes for his groundbreaking work on the CRISPR gene-editing technology (which began around 2008). Two of these were bestowed in 2017: the Albany Medical Center Prize (received jointly with two future Nobel Prize–winning CRISPR scientists) and the NIH Director’s Pioneer Award.[99]

			Rockefeller involvement with the CRISPR innovation led to a dispute with fellow Good Club members Eli and Edythe Broad, whose institute holds several CRISPR-related patents that Rockefeller University believed it deserved to own jointly. In early 2018, the parties reached an amicable settlement and agreed that the Broad patents “will remain unchanged.”[100]

			While the Rockefellers pioneered the research (and continue to fund it to this day), fellow Good Club members Bill Gates and the Broads are heavily involved in the CRISPR field, and Mark Zuckerberg’s Facebook associate Sean Parker is on the cutting edge of gene-editing technology. CRISPR has successfully achieved the type of eugenics that Margaret Sanger could have only dreamed of.[101]

			Today, there is a whole slew of organizations, initiatives, and public policies that have roots in eugenics-based population control. They hide behind euphemisms such as “family planning” and “reproductive health” (terms that were created specifically to avoid the negative connotations of “birth control”) or simply “studying genetics.” Also, the Rockefellers are among the most involved philanthropists who continue to fund research into embryonic stem cells, fetal tissue, and euthanasia.

			“Stem cell” and “fetal tissue” research programs can more vividly be described as the exploitation of human embryos and the trafficking of unborn baby body parts, while “euthanasia” is the extermination of the elderly and the genocide of disabled individuals, such as those with Down syndrome.

			The Club of Rome and the Vilification of Mankind

			Over the past century, the Rockefellers and their fellow Controligarchs have spent incalculable sums seeking to reduce population growth and reshape opinions on traditions like the nuclear family. Their efforts have been wildly successful.

			The human birth rate on planet Earth peaked in the 1960s. That was the decade when Planned Parenthood (directed by Bill Gates Sr. at the time) and the Rockefellers’ Population Council sponsored a proposal that became known as the Jaffe Memo. This obscure document outlined highly controversial ways to halt population growth, including through such medical means as making contraceptives cheap and plentiful, encouraging mass sterilizations, and enacting “compulsory” abortion policies. The Jaffe Memo also recommended more bizarre methods to bring down birth rates, such as propaganda campaigns to “alter the ideal family size,” to encourage “women to work,” as well as to promote “increased homosexuality.”[102]

			Perhaps the most alarming method proposed in the memo was to dump “fertility control agents in the water supply.” The memo also suggested “discouragement of private home ownership” and one proposal under the “Economic Deterrents/Incentives” section contained just two mysterious words: “Chronic Depression.” The Controligarch-funded memo as well as the contemporaneous “Kissinger Report” (1974) and the World Bank’s “Population Planning” report (1972) promoted similar methods.[103]

			By 2021, the US population growth rate had nearly flatlined—the lowest rate since the nation’s founding. The Controligarchs’ efforts to curb population growth was so successful that the American birth rate was now dangerously below replacement levels.[104]

			These efforts would not have been so successful without the assistance of yet another Rockefeller-linked group. One that, like the Good Club, has been among the most secretive but influential billionaire boys clubs ever: the Club of Rome.

			Most people have never heard of this shadowy alliance, but its influence is no less profound. The Club of Rome (CoR) began as an “informal, non-political, multi-national group of scientists, intellectuals, educators, and business leaders deeply concerned with” solving global “issues that confront mankind.”[105]

			Today, CoR consists of roughly one hundred members, including many of the world’s top thought leaders in various fields as well as heads of state, diplomats, leading scientists, and other technocrats. CoR produces prophetic reports that steer global foreign and domestic policies throughout the Western world—typically through CoR’s daughter organization: the World Economic Forum (WEF).

			In 1968, the Club of Rome held its inaugural meeting at the Accademia dei Lincei on the outskirts of Rome. It was there that the club’s founders reached a consensus on what they called “the problematique,” or “the predicament of mankind.”

			Two years later, CoR produced its first report, a “proposal” titled “The Predicament of Mankind,” which reads like a technocratic manifesto on how to achieve world domination by identifying terrifying existential problems, garnering reactions to those problems, and then offering the solutions CoR’s members have identified and hyped. According to CoR members, the predicament of mankind is that humanity has become too advanced for its own good. Mankind has accumulated “extraordinary technological capital” but has failed to adopt a “global view” that would lead to “policies requisite to an inter-dependent world.”[106]

			In other words, overpopulation and pollution are too big for any one country to solve on its own and, therefore, humanity needs a global governance structure if it wants to survive.

			Over the next few decades, CoR published a series of eerie reports strategizing how to unite world governments around various global ills. But in 1991, CoR published a book titled The First Global Revolution that laid its agenda bare:

			
				In searching for a common enemy against whom we can unite, we came up with the idea that pollution, the threat of global warming, water shortages, famine and the like, would fit the bill. . . . But in designating these dangers as the enemy, we fall into the trap, which we have already warned readers about, namely mistaking symptoms for causes. All these dangers are caused by human intervention in natural processes, and it is only through changed attitudes and behaviour that they can be overcome. The real enemy then is humanity itself (emphasis added).[107]

			

			Indeed, the Rockefellers’ actions over the past century appear, on the surface, to be rooted in altruism. What had begun as a way for John D. Rockefeller Sr. to build good relations with the public had, in just two generations, given his family an alarming amount of control over humanity. Senior’s grandson, David Rockefeller Sr., proudly confessed that he was part of a cabal working to destroy the interests of the United States. But the Controligarchs are not just anti-American; they are antihuman, as their Club of Rome reports (and their transhumanist exploits, which we will explore in Chapter Nine) explicitly claim.

			The real enemy is humanity itself.

			The implications of CoR’s prophetic reports (and its founding of the WEF) will be discussed in the next chapter, but suffice it to say, the Good Club’s 2009 meeting on overpopulation had been decades of precedent.

			And perhaps the Good Club could achieve what CoR had not yet achieved: enough billionaires committing their wealth toward solving the problematique. It was at the meeting of the Good Club that the so-called Giving Pledge—the promise to transfer one’s fortunes to an ideologically aligned nonprofit organization—was devised.[108]

			Of the dozen or so billionaires who attended the Good Club meeting, all have signed Gates’s Giving Pledge except for Soros and the notoriously private Oprah Winfrey. When asked why, a representative for Soros said that the veteran philanthropist was “delighted by the pledge and to learn that others planned to join him in doing what he has done for decades, giving away half his income. He plans to donate his entire fortune.”[109]

			The current estimate of total Giving Pledge transfers is $600 billion—notably, there are only about 150 charities in the world that are capable of managing a hypothetical nine-figure donation, and if each of those major charities were to receive a $200 million donation, only about 5 percent of the total Giving Pledge total would be consumed. In other words, the Giving Pledge endowment is more than enough to dramatically change the world for the better, and if it fails to do so, one must wonder why.[110]

			It appears that forty years of WEF attempts to control everything from population growth to climate change were not to the Rockefellers’, Gates’s, Buffett’s, or Soros’s liking, so they convened the Good Club in May 2009. And after that Good Club meeting, the WEF began to prepare for a “Great Reset” to usher in a new era of elitist authoritarian rule around the world.

			All that the WEF needed was the right crisis to exploit.

		

	
		
			2

			The Gates of Hell

			
				It’s possible, you can never know, that the universe exists only for me. If so, it’s sure going well for me, I must admit.[1]

				—Bill Gates, January 1997

			

			On February 7, 2020, Bill Gates laced up his white tennis shoes and took to the clay courts for the sixth annual “Match for Africa” charity tennis tournament in Cape Town, South Africa. Gates looked uncharacteristically fit, albeit with hints of more characteristic atrophy, in his sporty white-and-green tennis outfit. Beyond his physique, he appeared as he had for decades—nerdy, with his square-frame sports lenses and tousled, now grayish brown hair.

			Gates had teamed up with Swiss tennis legend Roger Federer before to raise money for a good cause. “Four legends, one match,” hailed the promotional materials.[2]

			Gates and Federer handily beat their opponents—number two world-ranked tennis star Rafael Nadal and Daily Show comedian and South African native Trevor Noah—in the celebrity doubles tournament. Gates even won a few points (though, as expected, the exhibition match was mostly Federer versus Nadal), and his victorious grins masked any concerns he may have been wrestling with on the eve of the first global pandemic in over a century.[3]

			The South Africa tennis match would be one of Gates’s last public appearances as just another normal billionaire philanthropist. Soon, Gates would become one of the most polarizing figures on the planet. To some, he would be revered as the benevolent billionaire hero working tirelessly to help humanity. To others, he would be reviled as the world’s foremost villain—the face of a “Plandemic.”

			Some believe that Gates planned COVID based on his prior pandemic predictions and his foundation’s financial interests in viruses and vaccines. But where COVID came from, whether from a Chinese lab or nature, matters less than how it was handled. And the response caused more devastation than the disease. The truth is that the Controligarchs—led by Gates—planned for a pandemic, and they were well positioned to benefit from one.

			Within a few weeks of the match, Gates was the private sector counterpart to the public sector’s Dr. Anthony Fauci. The two men worked as a tag team to issue flawed pandemic guidance from their respective perches.

			Once back in Seattle after the match, Gates convened his global health brain trust. Having committed up to a whopping $100 million to steer the coronavirus response efforts just two days prior, Gates was the first major private financier of the bourgeoning pandemic response. But the world would need more than money. More than anything, the world needed guidance and a unified strategy. Gates filled the gap.[4]

			Gates seemed confident that some of the anticompetitive practices he had perfected over the years could be implemented to control—and profit from—this chaotic virus. Microsoft had a strategy for monopolizing the software industry called Embrace-Extend-Extinguish (or Exterminate).[5] This strategy got Gates’s company in trouble with Clinton’s Justice Department, but he has not yet received a similar slap on the wrist for applying it to the infectious disease industry—which he also bought his way into.

			Gates set up his foundation in the 1990s amid Microsoft’s antitrust controversy—much as the Rockefellers had under similar circumstances—and the Gates Foundation soon embraced the pandemic preparedness industry. Over the next two decades, he extended his influence over it by donating to an increasing number of pandemic-related NGOs, initiatives, and Big Pharma companies (like the WHO, the global vaccine alliance [Gavi], and Pfizer, respectively). Finally, during the coronavirus pandemic, his proposed remedies crushed the competition: nonpharmaceutical alternatives (generics, vitamins, exercise, and sunshine).[6]

			Now, Gates needed his brain trust to get on board with his ideas.

			“I turned to a favorite tactic that I’ve been relying on for years: the working dinner,” Gates recalled in his 2022 book titled How to Prevent the Next Pandemic. Gates is the type of billionaire who solves the world’s problems over a hot meal surrounded by his advisors. There is no agenda at a typical Gates working dinner. He simply wines and dines “a dozen or so smart people” and urges them to start brainstorming ideas.[7]

			It is a tactic that Gates had used to great effect in the past. In fact, it was at one of these dinners in the late 1990s that Gates met Fauci. At the time, Gates was embroiled in a bitter antitrust battle with the Clinton Justice Department over Microsoft’s monopolistic business practices while his father, Bill Sr

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			Curing the Diseased of Their Overpopulation Ills

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			The Product of a Corporate Attorney

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
				
				
			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			The Gates Control Strategy: Embrace-Extend-Exterminate

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			Philanthropy as a PR Strategy

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
				
			

			
			
			
			
				
			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			Gates’s Final Form: Programmer of Human Genetics
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