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Join the Rainbow Magic Reading Challenge!

Read the story and collect your fairy points to climb the Reading Rainbow at the back of the book.

This book is worth 2 stars.




For Asha Martin-Patel, a magical girl

[image: Preeti the Prom Fairy smiles and waves her wand, creating sparkles and flower corsages, sparkly hairclips and instant cameras.]




[image: Preeti holds her wand up. She’s wearing a prom dress that has a sparkly top and a long, flowy skirt, and she has a flower corsage on her wrist.]
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[image: The sun shines behind Fairyland Palace and Preeti’s Prom Palace, a square building with round towers at the corners. Rachel’s house sits in a small cul-de-sac to the right of Tippington Town’s High Street. The High Street has old-fashioned stone buildings and street lamps. Jack Frost’s Ice Castle stands behind snowy mountains and fir trees. Snow covers the tops of the castle’s turrets. Wetherbury is a small town with a church, trees and houses. Kirsty’s house sits on the outskirts of Wetherbury, surrounded by a hedge. Just past Kirsty’s house is Hawthorn Grove, and further down the road are Gracie’s and Khadijah’s houses, which are right next to each other.]
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Jack Frost’s Spell

Preeti’s proms are dull and boring.

Happy humans get me snoring!

Block the glaring summer sun –

Winter chills are much more fun!

This silly fairy grates my nerves,

So she will get what she deserves.

Everything she tries to make,

I will crush, destroy and break!
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Story One

The Everlasting Corsage
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Chapter One

An Exciting Idea

[image: Khadijah, Kirsty and Gracie lie on the grass and lean against the trunk of a tree. They smile at each other.]
“How many more days till the summer holidays start?” asked Khadijah Khan longingly.

She looked over at her friends Gracie Adebayo and Kirsty Tate. They were lying in her garden under a shady tree. It was the coolest spot they could find.

“Three more days,” Kirsty replied. “I can’t wait. School was too hot today!”

Khadijah’s brother Rafi walked out of the house towards them.

“Mum got ice lollies for you all,” he said.

The girls took the lollies gladly.

“Thanks, Rafi,” said Khadijah, sitting up. “It’s too hot to do anything!”

[image: Rafi smiles and hands Khadijah, Kirsty and Gracie ice lollies. They smile back at him.]
“Not for me,” said Rafi with a grin. “I’m going to the shops to choose a suit for my school prom.”

“What’s a prom?” asked Gracie.

“It’s a party for older schoolchildren at the end of the school year,” Rafi explained. “There’s a special theme and everyone dresses up and dances. Even the teachers join in.”

“What’s the theme?” asked Kirsty.

“Hollywood,” said Rafi. “We all have to dress up like film stars. There are going to be lots of activities and a photographer.”

“I wish we could go,” said Gracie.

“You’ll have one when you’re older,” Rafi replied, grinning at her.

As Rafi walked away, an exciting idea popped into Kirsty’s head.

“Do you think that we could have a prom?” she wondered.

“But they’re only for older children,” said Khadijah.

“Why should we miss out just because we’re younger?” asked Gracie. “We all work hard at school, and we should all be able to celebrate at the end of the school year.”

“I love this idea,” said Kirsty, looking excited. “But how can we plan a prom in just three days?”

“There’s only one way we can do it,” said Gracie. “We need a bit of magic!”

They knew a lot about magic because they shared a marvellous secret. They had visited Fairyland many times with their friend Rachel Walker, who lived in Tippington Town. They had often helped the fairies when Jack Frost and his naughty goblins caused trouble.

“Oh yes, let’s ask the fairies for help,” said Khadijah eagerly.

“I’ll tell Rachel about our idea and ask her to meet us in Fairyland,” said Kirsty. “She won’t want to miss the fun.”

Queen Titania had given each girl a magical locket that allowed them to speak to each other, no matter how far apart they were.

“Let’s hide inside the bush,” said Khadijah. “My parents might ask questions if they see you talking into a locket.”

They all crawled into the middle of the biggest bush in the garden. Then Kirsty opened her locket and spoke into it.

“Rachel, can you hear me?”

Almost at once, she heard her best friend’s voice coming from inside the locket. It was faint and far away.

[image: Khadijah, Kirsty and Gracie crouch inside a bush. Kirsty holds the locket around her neck.]
“Hello, Kirsty!” Rachel sounded breathless and excited. “Is there a fairy adventure?”

“Not yet,” said Kirsty, smiling. “But I think we might be about to start one! We want to organise a school prom, but we only have three days. We think we might need some magical help. Will you meet us in Fairyland?”

“Of course I will,” replied Rachel at once. “A prom sounds amazing. But aren’t they only for older children?”

“We’re going to start a brand new tradition,” Kirsty said, smiling at Gracie and Khadijah.

“Wow! See you at the Fairyland Palace.”

Eagerly, Gracie and Khadijah opened their lockets too. Each of them had a sparkling pinch of fairy dust inside.

“Ready?” Gracie asked.

The others nodded; they had done this many times. They sprinkled the fairy dust over themselves. Coloured sparkles whooshed around them. They twirled around, shrinking to fairy size.

“I can feel my wings unfurling,” Gracie called out. “Fairyland, here we come!”
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Chapter Two

A Royal Welcome

[image: Rachel stands in front of Kirsty, Khadijah and Gracie. Khadijah waves to her. They are all in fairy form.]
When the sparkles cleared, the bush had vanished. The friends were standing in the beautiful throne room of the Fairyland Palace, and Queen Titania and King Oberon were smiling at them. Seconds later, there was a little puff of glittering fairy dust and Rachel appeared beside them.

“Welcome back to Fairyland,” said the Queen. “What a lovely surprise to see you all again.”

They all curtsied and then Kirsty stepped forward.

“Your Majesties, we have come to ask for your help.” Kirsty looked around at the others and they nodded encouragingly. “We are hoping to have a school prom, but we only have three days till the end of term. We wondered if you might be able to give us a little bit of magical help?”

The Queen smiled. “We are always happy to help Fairyland’s best friends,” she said, smiling. “And we have the perfect fairy for the job.”

She waved her wand and Bertram, the frog footman, hurried into the throne room.

“Please ask Preeti to come to us,” requested the Queen kindly.

Bertram bowed, and he gave the four friends a little wave as he left.

“Thank you, Your Majesties,” said Rachel. “This is very kind of you.”

“You have all helped Fairyland many times,” the Queen replied. “It is a pleasure to be able to help you.”

The throne room door opened and a beautiful fairy fluttered in and curtsied to the King and Queen. She had long, swishy hair held back with a jewel-encrusted


[image: Preeti the Prom Fairy flies towards Rachel, Gracie, Khadijah and Kirsty. They smile and wave. Queen Titania and King Oberon watch and smile.]
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