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			Hidden Truths in Familiar Stories: A Fresh Look at Scripture






			Introduction

			An Invitation to Deeper Study

			There’s a profound difference between knowing about God and truly knowing Him. Most of us, especially those raised in religious traditions, have accumulated knowledge about God—but genuine relationship with Him often remains elusive.

			My own journey began in a deeply religious household. Through various denominational experiences, I discovered something curious: while Bible stories remained consistent across different churches, interpretations of salvation varied dramatically. Some emphasized baptism while others dismissed it; some required speaking in tongues while others considered it unnecessary.

			This book invites you on a journey of personal discovery. Rather than accepting traditional interpretations without question, I encourage you to examine Scripture with fresh eyes. You might be surprised by what you find when you look closely at familiar passages.

		

	
		
			Chapter 1

			What Were Their Real Names?

			The True Name of Adam and Eve

			Let’s begin with something that might surprise you. In most religious traditions I’ve encountered, people naturally assume that the first man and woman were named Adam and Eve. This seems so universally accepted that few would think to question it.

			However, when we examine the biblical text closely, we find an interesting detail that’s often overlooked.

			Genesis 5:2 states: “Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their name Adam, on the day when they were created.”

			According to this passage, God named them both Adam. The name “Eve” was actually given by the man, not by God. We can trace this in the text: Adam first called her “Woman” (Genesis 2:23), and only later gave her the name “Eve” (Genesis 3:20).

			While it’s true that the Bible frequently refers to them as “Adam and Eve” throughout Scripture, this appears to reflect the human perspective that developed over time rather than God’s original intention. From God’s perspective, as stated in Genesis 5:2, they would have both been called “Adam.” The change in naming seems to have come from human initiative rather than divine command.

			Reflection Questions

			
					How might our understanding of gender roles change if we considered that God originally gave both man and woman the same name?

					What other familiar Bible “facts” might benefit from closer examination of the original text?
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			Chapter 2

			The Complete Image

			The Real Image of God

			This discovery leads to another intriguing question: if God created man (Adam) in His image, who was He referring to—the man, or the woman?

			Both were called Adam, and before the fall they were equal in God’s eyes. Genesis 1:27 says: “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created them; male and female created him.”

			The end of that scripture is significant—they were both created in His image. Yet God does not have a physical body as we do. So what might “His image” mean?

			Through prayer and reflection, I believe I received insight from God into this question. Consider the attributes we often associate with different genders: women frequently embody love, patience, nurturing, and compassion, while men often express justice, order, protection, and discipline.

			What if God embodies all of these qualities perfectly? Perhaps it’s in the union of marriage that humanity most fully reflects God’s complete image—two complementary aspects of His nature united to form a fuller reflection of who He is.

			This perspective illuminates other passages, such as Genesis 2:24: “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.”

			Rather than understanding this literally, could this “one flesh” refer to the completion of God’s image? This would help explain the spiritual significance of marriage and why Scripture places such importance on this union.

			Consider This: 

			The image of God might be one of the most powerful forces on earth. When demons encountered Jesus, they recognized Him immediately—even before He spoke (Matthew 8:28-34). There’s an authority in God’s image that spiritual forces recognize and respect.

			If married couples truly represent God’s complete image, this might explain why marriages face such spiritual opposition. When a husband and wife stand in unity and agreement, they reflect something powerful about God’s nature. As Matthew 18:19 promises: “If two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven.”

			For Further Study:

			
					How does this perspective change your understanding of marriage?

					What other biblical concepts might become clearer when viewed through this lens?
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