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Editor’s Dedication


To Ioana

“Something there is that doesn’t love a wall
That sends the frozen-ground-swell under it,
And spills the upper boulders in the sun;
And makes gaps even two can pass abreast.” 

—   Robert Frost “Mending Wall”
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G

RIGORE Capșa opened Capșa’s dining room in Bucharest in 1868. In the nearly a century and a half that have passed since that day, this preeminent restaurant, and the coffee house that followed in 1893, have been the setting for many important conversations of all sorts. This edition of Bugs and Bullets has its origins in such a conversation that took place in February 2016. The Romanian art historian Prof. Dr. Adrian-Silvan Ionescu had invited me and my wife to join him at Capșa’s for dinner one evening. He had just launched his new book, The Great War: Photography on the Romanian Front (1916-1919). He had been invited by the Romanian Cultural Institute in New York to launch the book at a symposium there, commemorating the centennial of Romania’s entry into the war. Would I be interested in contributing a paper?, he asked. I immediately demurred. I had no special expertise on World War I. As a matter of fact, there were only two Americans known to me who had been in Romania during that war. One was Charles J. Vopicka, the American minister accredited to the Romanian government at the time. The other was an obscure American doctor, whose name I could not remember, who had volunteered his services in Romania during the war. Vopicka had written his memoirs of the war, Secrets of the Balkans, and had been well-served by a long biographical article by Prof. Glenn Torrey. So Vopicka did not seem to offer much new to do. I promised to look into the subject of the American doctor when I was back in Washington and then make a decision about participating in the symposium.

As soon as I got home, I went to my library and extracted Bugs and Bullets by Dr. J. Breckinridge Bayne from the shelf. It is a small book, some 256 pages, which I had bought at a second-hand bookshop in Bethesda, Maryland in 1995. I had read it at the time, but had largely forgotten it. Bayne emerged, however, from my rereading of the book, in vivid colors, as an altogether significant eyewitness of some stirring events in Romanian history, with an interesting, perhaps important story to tell. Still not completely convinced, I telephoned an American scholar with strong credentials in the history of Romania during that period and asked him about Bayne. When he replied, “I never heard of him,” it seemed clear that I had a fitting subject for the symposium which duly took place the following June in New York and later was repeated at the Romanian Embassy in Washington. Hearing of my paper, the Romanian monthly, Magazin istoric, asked for an article on the subject, which was subsequently published, marking the exact centenary of Bayne’s arrival in Bucharest, November 7th, 1916. Then the publisher at Editura Vremea read the paper and asked me to expand it into a small, bilingual book on Dr. Bayne for their series, “Facts. Ideas. Documents.” The subsequent book, What Strange Fate, highlighted Bayne’s memoirs and attracted the attention of an editor at Histria Books in the United States, who determined that a new edition of the doctor’s memoirs would be of significant interest in the centennial year of the Armistice. This present introduction to Bugs and Bullets includes much from my earlier biography of Dr. Bayne.

A comment on spelling may be helpful. During the Twentieth Century in the English-speaking world the name of the country where this story is set was spelled in three different ways: Rumania, Roumania and Romania. When directly quoting a source, I have preserved the source’s original spelling. In my own writing, I have used “Romania”, which is now the official spelling of the name of the country.

I have elected to use in-text notes rather than footnotes or endnotes. I have done so believing that will be more convenient for the readers of this introduction. These in-text notes include the last name of the source followed by the page number within parentheses, e.g. (Arma, p. 112). When I am quoting from Bayne’s Bugs and Bullets, as I frequently do, I use simply the page number in parentheses, e.g. (p. 53).

⇨⇨⇨

Joseph Breckinridge Bayne was born on June 28, 1880, in Washington, DC, the fifth of nine children, only six of whom survived to adulthood, he and his five sisters. His father, Dr. John Woart Bayne (1846–1905), and his paternal grandfather, Dr. John H. Bayne (1804-1870), were both prominent physicians in the Washington area. Dr. John H. Bayne was also a noted horticulturist and is credited with establishing in the public’s mind the tomato as an edible vegetable. As well as a private practice run from his office in the family home at 1141 Connecticut Ave. in Washington, his father, Dr. John W. Bayne, was also Professor of Surgery at the Georgetown Medical School and Chief of Surgery at Providence Hospital then on Capitol Hill, the largest hospital in the District of Columbia. He volunteered and served in the army’s medical service in the Spanish-American War of 1898. His mother was Mae Sue Ashby (1848-1932), whose father, Robert Stuart Ashby, had been a captain in the Confederate States Army.

Family was an important value in Bayne’s life, and understandably so, as the Bayne and Breckinridge families both traced their lineage back together to colonial times and had intermarried. One of his sisters, Gertrude Ashby Bayne (1884-1981), for example, in 1911 married Dr. Scott Dudley Breckinridge (1882-1941), who would become a colonel in the American Expeditionary Force and Commanding Officer, Base Hospital, France. While still in medical school in April of 1903, Bayne petitioned for membership in the Sons of the American Revolution, a society of descendants of soldiers in the American Continental Army during the American Revolution. His petition for membership was based on his descent from his great, great grandfather, a Major Andrew Leitch, killed in battle at Harlem Heights while serving as an aide to General George Washington in the Continental Army. Bayne later gained membership in the Society of Cincinnatus, an even more restrictive group, composed of direct male descendants of commissioned officers in the Continental Army or Navy and leading civilians active in the revolutionary cause. Reflecting this familial pride, it was his practice throughout his life to never use his first name, except on legal documents, and otherwise either abbreviating his first name to a simple “J” or dropping it altogether. Thus, he was known as “Breckinridge,” abbreviated among his family and friends as “Breck”

The Breckinridge family resonates throughout American history. Usually associated with the state of Kentucky, a Breckinridge sat for that state in the House of Representatives for 32 years in the nineteenth century. The family included, among its many distinguished members, two senators and two ambassadors. As a member of President Buchanan’s cabinet and a vice president of the United States, John Cabell Breckinridge (1821-75) was doubtless his most distinguished and famous ancestor. In 1860, he ran against Abraham Lincoln for the United States presidency; when defeated in that election, he returned to Kentucky and was commissioned a general in the Confederate States Army. He served throughout the war, frequently in important engagements such as Shiloh where he was wounded and Chickamauga. Jefferson Davis appointed him in 1865 as the last Secretary of War of the Confederacy. With the defeat of the Confederacy in 1865, he fled into exile and only returned to the United States following the general amnesty of former Confederates in 1868.

The Bayne family, if less spectacular, was nevertheless prominent. Bayne’s great-grandfather Ebsworth Bayne bought 328 acres of land in southern Maryland in 1811. There his son, Dr. John H. Bayne, built, around 1827, a plantation, appropriately named “Salubria” (from the Latin “salubritas” meaning “good health”), as it became his home and office as well as the home of his physician son and grandson. From there he and his wife went out one evening in November, 1834. They returned to “Salubria” later that evening to discover that their two sons, John Henry and George Ebsworth, ages 5 and 7, were seriously ill. When son John died that November 7th and George two days later, an autopsy was performed that revealed they had been poisoned with arsenic. Suspicion immediately fell on their nanny, a 14-year-old African-American slave, Judith or Juda. When questioned, she confessed to committing the crime with arsenic she had stolen from the doctor’s office and further admitted to having similarly poisoned an infant daughter two years before, a death that at the time was ascribed to cholera. For good measure Judith/Juda also confessed to having unsuccessfully tried to burn down “Salubria”. Having now confessed to attempted arson, larceny and three counts of premeditated murder, she was immediately tried, convicted and sentenced to death in the Marlborough Court of Prince George’s County. She was promptly hanged the next month on December 2nd. She thus became in all probability the youngest female ever legally hanged in the United States. As this hanging was ordered by officials of the State of Maryland which had thereby deprived Dr. Bayne of his lawful property, he was compensated by Maryland some $250 or $300. Despite or perhaps because of this experience with an African-American slave, Dr. Bayne later became an outspoken advocate of compensated emancipation, served in the medical corps of the Union Army during the Civil War, and. following the war, was tirelessly involved in efforts to educate the recently emancipated slaves.

“Salubria” remained Bayne family property over the years as a residence or vacation home and was willed by Dr. Breckinridge Bayne on his death in 1964 to his surviving sisters and daughter. Parts of the original 328 acres were sold off from time to time. In 1981, the plantation house burned down and in 2006 what was left of the slave quarters were torn down. Thus, with all physical structures gone, on January 12, 2012, the Prince George Historical Preservation Committee voted to remove the designation as an historical site from “Salubria” and the 2.7 acres that remained of the original property. The land was sold to developers and has become incorporated in the recreation area known as National Harbor. That, however, was by no means the end of the story of “Salubria”. At National Harbor, there is a visitors’ center that functions as well as an exhibit space and museum. There the history of “Salubria” is told in some detail. Not surprisingly with the increased interest in the heretofore slighted or ignored African-American history, the story of the 14-year-old African-American slave Judith/Juda has a prominent place in the narrative of “Salubria.” Thus, the visitor is left to ponder if the events of 1834 are simply the story of a terribly confused, if not mentally unbalanced, juvenile delinquent. Or are they perhaps a continuation of Nat Turner’s Rebellion which broke out in the neighboring state of Virginia only three years before, on August 21, 1831, and resulted during its violent two days in the killing of between 55 and 60 white men, women and children and in the end more than 200 African-Americans? Is not Judith/Juda, thus inspired by Nat Turner, an African-American heroine who struck out violently against the violent institution of American chattel slavery? The Maryland Archive appears to have answered that question when it listed her as the first Maryland woman who was reported to have resisted slavery. 

Young Breckinridge Bayne was educated in local schools in the Washington area, attending Emerson Institute in the District and Episcopal High School in Alexandria, Virginia, until he was 18 years old when he was sent off to preparatory school at Phillips Academy in Andover, Maryland. He entered in the third year, the upper middle year as it was called in 1898, but only stayed one year and did not graduate. His transcript from Georgetown University Medical School records that Bayne was being privately tutored in academic year 1898-1899, but this clearly is incorrect unless it indicates the period between the time he completed his year at Andover and the time he entered the medical school, that is, from late spring of 1899 to late summer, early fall of that year.

In the fall of 1899 he entered the Georgetown University Medical School and began a course of four year’s study. At that time, the practice was to go directly into medical school after graduating from secondary school, without the four years of undergraduate study usual today. As Bayne had never graduated from secondary school, the assumption is that he was admitted based on his strong academic record and perhaps some special tests. Doubtless his father’s position as chief of surgery at the Providence Hospital in Washington, as well as being Professor of Surgery at the Georgetown University Medical School, were not without influence in his acceptance.

The medical curriculum at Georgetown followed the standard of medical schools at that time: e.g. anatomy, pathology, bacteriology, gynecology, surgery etc. Each course lasted two semesters, fall and spring. In the first two years, Bayne took six and seven courses each; the last two years his schedule was considerable heavier with eleven and thirteen courses each. Scholastic performance was marked on a scale of 1 to 3, and a course was graded on the entire year’s work, unless there had been a spectacular difference in the fall and spring semester. In Bayne’s case, of the 37 subjects he took in the four years, four had a 3 in the fall semester and 2 in the spring. In the end his scholastic record was good but not spectacular, and he graduated with an overall grade point average of approximately 1.9.

Immediately upon graduation, in 1903, he was appointed a junior resident at his father’s hospital, the old Providence Hospital at 116 2nd Street SE in the District. His primary medical interest was surgery. His father, the hospital’s attending surgeon and president of the staff, and the other attending surgeons, noting Bayne’s interest and special aptitude for surgery, offered him unusual opportunities for clinical training in that specialty during his internship and the following year of residence. His father died shortly after Bayne completed his residency. He was now faced with the necessity of picking up where his father had left off and beginning a private practice. He wanted to be appointed to a full surgical service, but he was judged too young and inexperienced and was offered instead a choice between an associate appointment in surgery and a full appointment in the medical service. Reluctantly, he chose the medical service but never missed an opportunity thereafter to exploit surgical opportunities. (pp. 45) In the halcyon, declining years of the Great Peace in Europe, no one could have foreseen the vast demand for surgery Bayne would face in Romania a decade later.

When his residency was completed, he moved back to the family home on Connecticut Avenue and briefly set up a private practice with his father in the same building. Dr. Breckinridge Bayne continued uneventfully his practice in Washington for some seven years when, on August 16, 1911, the Evening Star reported that Olga Roosevelt’s father had confirmed rumors of her engagement to Dr. Bayne, with an anticipated wedding in mid-November. Indeed, on November 16, 1911, he married Olga Roosevelt at St. Thomas’s Episcopal Church in DuPont Circle in Washington. The priest officiating was the Rev. John Prescott of St. Anne’s Episcopal Church, of Sayville, Long Island, a family friend and the bride’s godfather. The bride was a New York Roosevelt, whose grandfather was a brother of President Theodore Roosevelt. She had been born in Paris, where her father, Robert Roosevelt, was in business. Her mother was Lilie O. Florence Hammersley. Olga was raised and educated in New York, where she made her debut and traveled in the highest social circles. In 1909, she moved to Washington, then in the midst of the Republican Ascendency that had begun with the election of McKinley and would continue to the inauguration of Wilson in 1913. Shortly after arriving in Washington, she leased the J. Fairfield Carpenter house on 16th Street, and the Sunday Star on October 24th of 1909 noted “she will also enjoy her first winter in society here.” She participated in an intense social life. Hers was the leading social wedding of its day. The New York Times carried a picture of the sixteen-member wedding party and on November 16, 1911, featured it first of the weddings reported that date taking note of the “fashionable congregation.” It called “the floral decorations the most elaborate of the present season” and “a most effective setting for the bridal party, which in the matter of youth and good looks surpassed anything seen in Washington in many seasons.” When her mother died some time thereafter, she left to Olga a considerable fortune, and Olga was subsequently described as one of the ten wealthiest women in America. The year following the wedding, a daughter, Olga Roosevelt Bayne, was born to the couple, and by 1914 they had acquired a large home at 1734 New Hampshire Ave. NW.

By the summer of 1916 the First World War had been raging in Europe for two years. At some point and apparently precipitously Dr. Bayne determined to join the medical corps of the British Army and to volunteer for duty on the Western Front. On August 7, 1916, he applied for a passport for travel to Great Britain and France and stated his purpose to be a “study of modern military surgery” with intent to sail from New York aboard the S.S. Philadelphia on August 12th and to return to the United States in six months. He gave as his address 1734 New York Avenue in Washington. Thus, it was that he decided to leave his new home, his wife, his still infant daughter and a comfortable professional position to embrace the dangers and discomforts of the by-now firmly established trench warfare on the Western Front.

Writing some twenty-eight years later, Bayne began his memoirs by noting “how the momentous events of the time gripped the imagination of mankind,” and he described his motive as “...a natural impulse that those who live during a time when great events are taking place should feel a desire to take part in them, and so on August 14th, 1916, I sailed from New York City for England, intent upon casting my lot with the Allies in the World War.” 

With these words, Bayne begins his memoirs of the next three years, a momentous period in the history of Romania and no less so in the life of an otherwise undistinguished Washington physician. It is a record of heroic achievement in the face of vast challenges and unimaginable deprivation. It is, however, a record best told in Bayne’s own words in his memoirs, Bugs and Bullets, for which this is an introduction. This second edition reprints the original edition of 1944 with footnotes added where Bayne’s account seemed to require further explanation or, more rarely, where there was some error requiring correction. 

Bayne’s adventures in Romania may be divided into four periods. The first period dates from his arrival in Bucharest on December 7, 1916, to the last week in January 1917, when the German occupation authorities took over the military hospital where he was working. It was a period of great effort and ingenuity when the British and Romanian authorities had fled the city, and he found himself in charge of a hospital overflowing its 1000 beds with badly wounded patients speaking several languages. Not yet speaking more than rudimental Romanian himself, he had to train to professional competence a nursing staff of well-intended, but totally inexperienced Romanian volunteers. The second period began when he moved 110 of his most seriously ill patients to a new hospital at an abandoned convent school. By late spring of 1917 many of his patients had recovered. There were no new patients as the fighting had moved hundreds of kilometers to the northeast, and Bayne, who had been working long hours without a break since his arrival, was exhausted. He accepted an invitation to take a vacation at the country home of one of his nurses in Cloșani in the Carpathian Mountains. Shortly after his arrival he learned of an epidemic of apparent cholera in a neighboring village. He immediately set about with no medicines or equipment to do what he could to stop the advance of the fatal illness. His efforts largely consisted of instructions on hygiene, sanitation and sterilization. This began Bayne’s third period in Romania. For a year, he labored in small rural villages, ministering to the health of Romanian peasants, at one point suffering himself a near fatal attack of cholera. The first part of Bayne’s memoirs concludes with chapter 9 and his travels from Romania in the summer of 1918. He describes his impatience in Paris where he was delayed for several days while he was being interrogated by French intelligence, an interrogation that British intelligence repeated when he got to London. 

He resumes his memoirs with chapter 10 and his return in December 1918 to Romania as an officer with the American Red Cross. The team had over 100 specially trained personnel and an abundance of foodstuffs and medical supplies. This, Bayne’s fourth and final Romanian period, lasted until mid-summer 1919 when, the Red Cross’s mission accomplished, he left Romania never to return.

Although there is only a brief mention of his Washington interlude in the fall of 1918, in actuality, a great deal happened to Bayne during the three months he stayed in America. The American authorities too were keenly interested in debriefing him, and shortly after arriving in Washington, probably in late August 1918, Bayne dictated a statement to a secretary in the Department of State with his observations and opinions concerning conditions in wartime Romania. There is no indication he is responding to specific questions, but it is a reasonable assumption that the information in the statement replicates the information elucidated from Bayne by the French and British intelligence officers who enforced his delays in Paris and London on his way home. At least one carbon copy of the double-spaced, seven and a half page, dictated report was made and one copy of the at least two was filed in the Index Bureau of the Department of State on September 3rd, 1918. Microfilm copies of this report are available at the National Archives (NARA Record Group 59, M367, Box 106, Frames 149-156 and Box 108, Frames 397-404).

The long report focuses on conditions in wartime Romania, describing the deprivations and the relationship with the occupying authorities. It notes the spiking of the Romanian oil wells and denies that it seriously diminished the subsequent supply of oil to the Central Powers. 

Read with hindsight nearly a century after it was dictated, the report seems quite ordinary and matter of fact. In the contemporary context of late summer 1918, however, it provided invaluable intelligence and insight into the enemy’s situation. An Allied officer reading the statement that summer would not have foreseen with any certainty that the alliance of the Central Powers would shortly break up from exhaustion and internal frictions or that Germany, the leader of the alliance, would sue for peace in less than three months. Similarly, he would not have known that the Ludendorff Offensive, which had been launched on March 21st and had pushed the British and French forces well back before losing the initiative to Marshal Foch’s counterattack on July 18th, was Germany’s last throw of the dice. There was no way the imagined Allied officer could have known that Ludendorff himself had concluded that August 8th was “the black day of the German Army in the history of the war... The war must be ended.” There was no certainty that the arrival that year of the untested American Expeditionary Force could tip the balance on the Western Front, that the four members of the alliance of the Central Powers would each go their separate ways in search of an armistice, or that the ever-tightening blockade, principally by the Royal Navy, by spreading malnutrition and a declining standard of living, would shortly break German’s will for war. Thus, the hypothetical Allied official could look forward with some degree of considerable confidence and discomfort to another cold, rainy, muddy winter of trench warfare on the Western Front. Because Bayne’s report fed both the hopes and the fears of the Allies at that decisive moment of World War I, it deserves the detailed attention given here, for it is a statement by an intelligent, objective, albeit partisan, observer who had just been for well over a year and a half behind enemy lines. 

On the first page of the statement, Dr. Bayne introduces himself as coming to Romania in 1916, intending to serve with the British and Romanian Red Cross units, “the first year as Surgeon in Chief of the Military Hospital in Bucharest, and then at Hospital No. 1.” After completing his work with the wounded, he stayed on with the Romanian Red Cross to care for the Romanian peasantry. He then adds the unexpected observation, “During the past year I have made repeated efforts to leave that country without avail....” This claim is not substantiated in his memoirs which describe his refusal to leave with the British team when it departed Bucharest in the face of the advancing German forces in 1916, or at the later suggestion of the American Minister Vopicka that he join the Romanian government in exile in Iasi, or still later when Vopicka offered him a place on his train when the Germans plotted to get the American minister out of Bucharest in January of 1917. Each time Bayne had refused to leave. His memoirs record only one occasion when he attempted to leave. On that occasion, he addressed his request to one von Tuelff, the German Governor General of Bucharest and was curtly rebuffed, “If you want to go home, why don’t you ask President Wilson?” (p. 207) One suspects that Bayne cited “repeated efforts to leave” to impress the Department of State with his unwillingness to be in German occupied territory lest he be accused of collaborating with the enemy. A point reinforced when he described the special train which took him to Switzerland as being arranged by the German authorities “in order to get certain men out of Roumania who they thought would be politically disadvantageous to them if they remained.” 

Citing different sources, Bayne explained the Romanian defeat in 1916 by blaming the Russians, who promised, but failed to defend southern Romania from the combined German, Turkish, and Bulgarian Army that attacked from three directions from the south and west. He goes on to describe the immediate controls the Germans put in place to exploit the Romanian cattle, wheat, and other grains needed by the Central Powers, including an “enormous supply” of wheat that had been purchased by the British government and was awaiting shipment to Great Britain when German authorities arrived. As soon as the new crop came in German trucks were in the fields to take the thrashed wheat to the trains headed to Germany and Austria-Hungary. “All arms, automobiles, all the best horses, most of the cows and sheep, and everything of value was immediately requisitioned.” Woman and children were ordered to work the land most of which was already under cultivation. If the Allied authorities found all of this discouraging, they would have been somewhat cheered when Bayne went on to report that due to a mild winter and drought that spring, the harvest for 1918 would be very poor.

Particularly disturbing to Allied authorities would have been the next paragraph of the report in which Bayne contradicted the widely-held belief then and since that the Allied efforts in 1916 to spike the Romanian oil fields had been altogether successful and had seriously curtailed the supplies of oil, petroleum and lubricants reaching the Central Powers. Here he cites “reliable sources” most likely including the American representative of the Standard Oil Co., Mr. A. Seidell, with whom Bayne had maintained friendly relations in Bucharest. This paragraph is of such importance to the history of the Eastern Front that it deserves to be quoted in full:

“From reliable sources, and from men who have stayed looking after the oil interests, I have learned that the oil fields have not been destroyed as they had thought. It is said that, after three months, the supply of oil gotten by the Germans was very large, and at present the output is normal. The best evidence of this being true is that at present it is possible for the peasants throughout the country to procure oil from the Germans, whereas before this was an impossibility.”

For completely different reasons the next paragraph is even more disturbing, as Bayne, based on his own experience and information from Romania, reports “. . . that not only Roumania but a good deal of Russia has been betrayed by the Jews and by the Secret Service organization of Germany.” He goes on to claim that the German troops entering Bucharest were met with cheers and flowers from the Jewish inhabitants who thereafter performed as interpreters and collaborators in the offices of the occupation. It is important to note here that when he wrote his memoirs over twenty-five years later, Bayne admits to having only briefly watched the incoming army before returning to his hospital, and he makes no mention of any Jews having a special role in welcoming the Germans on their arrival or the occupation that followed. All such anti-Semitic generalizations are completely eschewed in the later account. 

Nevertheless, that he did voice such opinions in 1918 requires an explanation. In the case of Romania, it must be recalled that in 1907, nine years before the German occupation, the Răscoala, probably the last great peasant revolt in Europe, with its strong anti-Semitic overtones, had broken out in Moldova, where many of the overseers on the plantations were Jews. In some areas, there were violent anti-Semitic outrages. In contrast with this experience, Germany at the time appeared to be a country where Jews were tolerated, well-integrated into the society, and held leading positions in the intellectual, academic, scientific and economic life of the country. Under these circumstances, it is hardly surprising that some Romanian Jews might welcome German rule. One must also note that Bayne was not alone in observing a significant number of Romanian Jews welcoming the Germans. The journalist Vasile Th. Cancicov observed the crowds welcoming the German army into Bucharest and noted in his diary, “They all came with flowers today to meet the liberating armies. I can forgive this gesture by the foreigners, but I cannot forgive the Jews who formed half of this beaming crowd.” (Cancicov p. 141)

The reference to Russia and the Jews was the then current libel that the Jews were behind the Bolshevik revolution in Russia because there were some Jews such as Trotsky who were prominently involved. As far as the German “Secret Service organization” was concerned, there is no doubt that it played a major role in expediting Lenin’s return to Russia, but that they did so in some sort of a conspiracy with the Jews was sheer nonsense. 

Concerning the German soldiers themselves, Bayne described them as all being of military age, well clothed, with high morale, absolutely convinced that Germany would win the war, a conviction fostered by their only source of news, the German press. At a later point, he modifies this opinion by adding that the German soldiers are sick of the war. Those stationed on the Eastern Front, now that Russia and Romania were out of the war, dreaded the prospect of a transfer to the trench warfare on the Western Front, although because of their training and discipline they would doubtless obey such an order if it came. Their attitude towards their Austrian comrades was one of “mere tolerance” which the Austrians resented, but the Germans regarded the Bulgarians as “nothing but barbarians.”

Bayne went on to underline that the Treaty of Bucharest, which Romania had signed with the Central Powers on May 7, 1918, was forced on Romania by an overpowering Germany on the west and a turbulent, revolutionary Russia on the east. In no sense did the treaty represent the feelings of the Romanian people who hoped for an Allied victory which would cancel the treaty’s onerous terms and restore the lost territories. In the meantime, the Germans had taken over important timber forests, mineral deposits, salt mines, oil fields, control of the railroads and gained a supply of grain for many years into the future. He described the lot of the Romanian peasants as especially pitiable: forbidden to slaughter an animal for meat, they were forced to buy back their own produce at inflated prices from the Germans and subsisted on a diet of corn meal (Romanian: mămăligă) and onions. The Romanian children were dying of malnutrition. Mothers were separated from their children and packed off to distant parts wherever the occupation authorities had determined a need for additional labor was greatest.

Bayne further increased sympathy for the Romanians by mentioning that between 800,000 and 1,000,000 lives had been lost in the war, between 12% and 15% of what he indicates was “the total population of a little over seven million.” Particularly to be pitied were the Romanian prisoners of war held by the Bulgarians. According to the Red Cross, they had been held under atrocious conditions. Of the 30,000 Romanian prisoners that had been held in Bulgaria, only 7,000 had ever been returned. The rest had died of starvation, disease, or had been killed.

The last piece of intelligence in Bayne’s report must have been altogether unwelcome to the Allied authorities. Reporting on what he had observed from the train traveling west to Switzerland through Hungary and Austria in the early summer of 1918, his conclusions were that “Conditions of the crops in Austria-Hungary are most favorable... the whole country was in a perfect state of cultivation, with prospects of a perfect crop.” These observations contradicted or at least called into question the great hopes of the Allies that rested on the effectiveness of the Allied blockade and highlighted that some of the anticipated effectiveness was being evaded by internal agricultural production.

At the end of the report is written in longhand the note: “Dictated by J.B.B. in NE-M but not signed before his departure from Washington,” followed by an undecipherable name or initials, presumably the secretary who transcribed the report or some official in the Department of State. The apparently unexpected and precipitant departure from Washington may have been occasioned by Bayne’s travel to Reno, Nevada.

Of great personal importance for Bayne was the fact that his wife, Olga, had filed for divorce in Nevada and was in Reno with their daughter, fulfilling the mandatory six-month residence requirement. At what point Bayne became aware of the irremediable break down of his marriage and the pending divorce is unknown. One suspects that some two years before when he determined to join the war effort in Europe his motives not only included the high-minded desire to participate in the great events in Europe that he describes in his memoirs, but also to escape an unpleasant domestic situation in Washington. 

His slow progress from the time his ship, the S.S. Adriatic, docked in New York City to his arrival in Washington, i.e. pausing for a ceremonial dinner with his Canadian comrade at the Waldorf-Astoria hotel, would seem to indicate that he may have been unaware of the divorce proceedings that had been instituted against him. If Mrs. Bayne had complied with the Nevada requirement for six-months residence in the state before a divorce could be granted, she has to have been in Nevada at least since mid-April 1918, although the Reno Evening Gazette (October 15, 1918, p.6) indicated that she and their daughter had been in Reno since January 1917.

At that time, Dr. Bayne was still in German occupied Romania and effectively incommunicado behind enemy lines. The first untrammeled opportunity to communicate with Washington would have been after his arrival in Switzerland in early summer 1918 or subsequently during his delays in Paris and London.

At this point in American history, divorce was a decidedly uncommon event, most especially for people of Bayne’s class and background. The publicity and newspaper attention attendant on the divorce of a couple so socially prominent as the Baynes must have been for the retiring and private Dr. Bayne an excruciatingly embarrassing experience. For example, his hometown newspaper the Washington Times, on October 16th of that year, ran at the top of the page a two-column wide studio portrait of Olga Bayne under the headline, “DR. BAYNE, SOCIETY MAN, IS DIVORCED; CRUELTY CHARGED.” The matter of cruelty was discussed in some detail in the Reno Evening Gazette of October 15, 1918, in a story repeated in abbreviated form in the San Francisco Chronicle the next day:

“Mrs. Bayne testified the doctor had a violent temper, and exhibited a menacing attitude toward her from the date of their marriage on November 15, 1911. On one occasion, early in 1916, Mrs. Bayne testified, the doctor said he ‘didn’t give a damn what she thought, and she could go to hell, for all he cared.’

“Mrs. Bayne also said her husband was jealous and suspicious at all times, especially at dances. His treatment, she testified, made her a nervous wreck and reduced her weight to 111 pounds.

“‘I weigh much more now,’ she told the court.”

The charges by Olga Bayne of abusive and cruel treatment by Dr. Bayne must be taken with many grains of salt. He is nowhere else before or after described by his associates or patients as anyone but a kind, caring, and gentle person. Until some convincing collaborative evidence comes forth, Mrs. Bayne’s charges must be seen as a legal ploy constructed to conform to the required grounds for divorce under Nevada law. In most states at that time, divorce was a difficult and prolonged legal process. Not so in Nevada where Reno had established itself as the divorce capital of the nation, for the ease with which evidence was fabricated and legal niceties were elided, as well as for the speed and dispatch of the process. 

Dr. Bayne was a very private person. When possible, he avoided situations or subjects that invoked his emotions. For example, in the summer of 1918, while he was in Bucharest awaiting the train that would take him to Switzerland, he described his feelings and excused his reluctance to describe them. His memoirs make no mention of a wife or a daughter. Only occasionally does he allude to family at all. For instance, in recalling his fear of contracting typhus in the summer of 1917 in Bâldana, he briefly considered giving it all up and returning to Bucharest. He recalled his happiness in the fall of 1918 at being back in America, home again with his mother and family. 

One person to whom Bayne apparently did confide to a degree was Miss Ann Parr, the English woman whom he had trained as one of his immediate assistants in December, 1916, when the British staff had to leave Bucharest in the face of the German advance. She apparently was with him as an assistant until they left together on the sealed train to Switzerland in the summer of 1918. When she had returned home to Beckenham in Kent, England, she wrote on August 7th, 1918, a letter to Bayne’s mother quoted in full at the end of the memoirs. She described Bayne’s heroic and skillful work in Romania despite “the frightful anxiety and suffering he was going through personally all the time.” 

Bayne returned to Washington and immediately applied for a commission in the US Army’s Medical Corps. He had heard that the Army was preparing an expeditionary force for Russia, with the possibility it might extend its activities to Romania, and he volunteered his services. At some point that fall, he received a telegram from Colonel Henry Anderson, who had been the commander of an American Red Cross unit earlier in the war in Iași but was now in Paris acting as Commissioner for the Balkans. He was assembling Red Cross teams for the individual Balkan countries. Knowing of Bayne’s previous experience, his knowledge of the local customs, his contacts and his fluent knowledge of Romanian, he offered him a position with the Romanian unit. Bayne telegraphed back his acceptance of the offer.

Bayne applied for a passport on October 30th, indicating that his purpose was service with the American Red Cross Commission and he intended to visit Great Britain, France, Italy, Greece, Bulgaria, Albania, Serbia, and Montenegro. In support of his application, he submitted: 1.) a message to the Secretary of State from his local draft board, Division Number 9 of Washington, permitting Bayne to leave the country for “Red Cross work” in the Balkan States for approximately 2 years; 2.) a letter of November 2nd from Brigadier General K. Churchill, General Staff, Director of Military Intelligence indicating that the War Department had no objection if Bayne went for “duty with the A.E.F. in connection with the Red Cross”; and 3.) a letter of November 4th to the Secretary of State from the Associate Director, Department of Personnel, American Red Cross endorsing Bayne’s application for a passport. His application for a commission in the Army Medical Corps posed some problems of red tape, but with the Armistice on November 11th, the Army’s need for additional doctors plummeted, and finally the issue was resolved. He sailed for England on November 26th and arrived in Paris December 13th. Thus began his final Romanian experience, and he resumed the account of his adventures with chapter 10. Not the least of these adventures were his travels from Paris through France to Italy, then to Greece, and through Bulgaria into Romania. He traveled by ship, train, bus, and by hitchhiking on trucks, automobiles and horse-drawn wagons. Well chilled by the winter weather he encountered, he usually slept in boxcars fending off lice and railroad inspectors. When he finally arrived in Bucharest and called on a member of his former staff, he had not bathed, shaved, or slept in a warm bed for three weeks.

Dr. Bayne set about the work with his usual energy and dispatch. The immediate problems were logistic, how to process the tons of food and medical supplies that would shortly be arriving and how to accommodate the nearly one hundred American personnel who were arriving with them. He, together with the Romanian Sanitary Department, undertook a survey of Romania to determine the locations with the greatest need. Finally, there was the task of interviewing and hiring the necessary Romanian support staff. His preliminary efforts enabled the mission to Romania upon arrival to immediately begin work. He describes in detail this initial frenzied activity, as well as the reunion with Queen Marie the day after his arrival.

On the basis of the earlier survey, Bayne determined that Bilciurești in Dâmbovița County, where a typhus epidemic was raging to the northwest of Bucharest, would be his headquarters. Unlike his earlier experience in Bâldana, this time he had all the equipment and the supplies he could wish for. Food was an immediate concern, for the occupying armies had stripped the countryside clean with their requisitions, and famine loomed as a threat before the first post-war harvest would come in during the summer and fall of 1919. No longer were war wounded a significant percentage of the patients, although there was still [image: image]distribution and fitting of artificial limbs. Sanitation and communicable diseases such as typhus, tuberculosis, typhoid, and Spanish flu, exacerbated by malnutrition, were the main concerns.

When the typhus epidemic abated, Bayne moved his headquarters to Voinești. There he received a mobile field hospital, originally built by the American Red Cross for the Italian front. It was only completed after the war, then presented to Queen Marie and forwarded on to Romania where the Romanian Army was then engaged with the Hungarians and Bela Kun. 

Ordered back to Bucharest, Bayne was sent to Bessarabia to make a report on medical conditions and the needs there. It was to be his final Romanian adventure and a fitting climax to the two and a half years of involvement with the country and its ills. With the epidemics now abated, the crops for the following harvest ripening in the ground, little was left for the American National Red Cross to do but to turn over their inventory to the Romanian Red Cross and prepare to leave. Several members of the American Red Cross team received awards for their service. In Bayne’s case on June 11th, 1918, King Ferdinand, “wishing to reward Bayne’s merits,” conferred on him Queen Marie’s Order of the Cross, 1st Class. The diploma for the order was countersigned by General Arthur Văitoianu, Minister of War. Thus, Bayne left Romania with two important decorations, but he was always equally, if not more, proud of what Field Marshal von Mackensen had written of him the summer before, noted in a press release from the Red Cross Headquarters in Washington on August 26, 1919: “Even Field Marshal von Mackensen recognized the merit of the American (sic) work and personally commended him for his devotion.” 

Among the Bayne papers (3798-9) at the Hoover Institution is a two-page curriculum vitae Bayne composed after his return to the United States. It proves a useful summary of his work with the American Red Cross in Romania in 1919:

“The following month, December, at the request of Col. Henry Anderson, I joined him in Paris where he was assembling an American Red Cross Unit to assist in the rehabilitation of Roumania. Was appointed Deputy Commissioner to the Balkans and proceeded ahead to Roumania to prepare for the arrival of this unit.”

“Upon arrival in Bucharest through the cooperation of the Sanitary Department of the Army and government officials was granted the facilities of the ports of Brăila and Galați which included warehouses there and in Bucharest together with transportation. Obtained the use of a hotel on the Calia Victoria (sic), Bucharest, and employed personnel to run the hotel. Through the Sanitary Department we mapped out those sections of the country that were in the most urgent need of aid and made as many personal inspections of those areas as possible.”

“Col. Anderson’s Unit was able to proceed immediately upon its arrival with its activities.”

“I then established in the county of Dâmbovița three ‘contagious’ hospitals where there was an epidemic of typhus; also, a dispensary, small surgical hospital, and a canteen. These three hospitals formed a triangle and were about 30 miles apart. They received typhus patients from 45 villages situated in the area contained in the triangle.”

“My personnel was chosen from the natives, preferably those who had had typhus. Of course, our supplies were American Red Cross.”

“Besides the typhus there was lots of tuberculosis, pellagra and all types of food deficiencies, some smallpox and bacillary dysenteries.”

“We dispensed clothing, etc., and gave 2800 meals a day. Also, I located a cache of seed corn hidden in the mountains which the Germans had not discovered, and was allowed to purchase it. This I distributed in equal portions to the peasants making it possible to plant 2000 acres of land.”

“When finally the epidemic had been overcome, our hospitals were discontinued and I was ordered to make an inspection of Bessarabia. Upon completion of this task I returned to America.” 

The last evening Bayne was in Romania, he and his chauffer drove out to Voinești to take leave of his last hospital. There, in the fading light, he took stock of his feeling to be leaving. He described these feeling in the last passage of his memoirs:

“Off in the dim twilight I could see the lowering ridges of the great Carpathians whose vastness in the past had always offered sanctuary in times of oppression. In them had been cradled the infancy of these sturdy people; there nature had taught them of life and for me too they had memories.”

“As I sat there, I knew I was going to miss this little country whose fortunes I had shared, and I wondered what strange fate had guided me there.”

“Now it was my turn to go. Somehow it did not seem odd that I was the last and alone, for I had come to them as a stranger.” (p. 283)

When Bayne left Romania in the late summer of 1919, he left never to return again. He appears to have spent some time enjoying post-war Europe sailing from Marseille, France, aboard the S.S. Canada, and finally arriving in New York on October 10th. His first and pressing responsibility, however, when once he was back to Washington was to reestablish himself as an active physician. Although now divorced, his ex-wife with their 7-year old daughter remained at their home on New Hampshire Avenue, so he could easily exercise the health supervision and visitation rights with his daughter that the divorce decree provided.

Resettlement into Washington life, personal and professional, seems to have presented certain difficulties. Bayne changed the addresses of his residence and office several times in the ensuing decade. Twice he listed his residence as the St. Regis at 2219 Connecticut Avenue NW, the apartment house where his mother lived. Apparently leaving his private practice behind around 1927, he accepted a salaried position as assistant physician at the Washington Terminal, the railroad switching yard for freight behind Union Station. The following year he was promoted to chief physician. At that time, in 1930, he was living at 2010 Kalorama Rd. NW. 

On June 17, 1936, Bayne married Mrs. Edith Jenkins Jones, the widow of James Jones, a Washington contractor. The ceremony took place at the Covenant First Presbyterian Church near DuPont Circle in Washington. It was attended by only immediate members of the two families, and the new couple departed immediately on a motor trip to New York and New England. They established a home at 1827 24th Street NW in Washington, dividing their time thereafter between this residence, and weekends, holidays, and family reunions at the “Salubria” plantation in Oxen Hill, Maryland.

In 1921, Olga Roosevelt Bayne had married Major Sidney Carroll Graves (1893-1974), a graduate of the United States Military Academy (West Point) in the class of 1915. Something of a war hero, he received the Distinguished Service Cross (DSC) in the First World War and a second DSC while serving as aide de camp to his father, Brigadier General William Sidney Graves, then in command of the 8th Infantry Division and the American Expeditionary Force in Siberia. At the time of his marriage to Olga, Major Graves resigned his commission and went into the insurance business in Washington. The couple lived in the house on New Hampshire Avenue for several years before moving to 2401 Foxhall Road. Considerable publicity resulted from her donation to the National Gallery, at the time of her death in 1962, of John Singer Sargent’s 1890 portrait of Miss Grace Woodhouse. Mrs. Graves had continued to be active in Washington society until her death that year from cancer. Following a private service, she was buried in New York.

In 1939 Bayne retired from his medical practice, but his retirement was short lived as he came out of this retirement as an unpaid volunteer at the Pentagon during World War II. Continuing to divide his time between his home on 24th Street and the “Salubria” Plantation, he died at age 83 in his Washington home of a stroke, after a long illness, on Sunday, February 23rd, 1964. His graveside service took place the following Wednesday morning in the church yard of the old family parish, St. Barnabas in Oxon Hill, Maryland., where his Maryland forefathers were also buried. His gravestone is engraved with a passage from the Book of Ecclesiasticum 38:1: “Honor a physician with the honor due him; for the Lord hath created him.” It is an altogether appropriate inscription for a doctor deserving of the honor due him from both Romania and the United States.

His obituaries indicate that he was survived by his wife Edith Jenkins Bayne, his daughter Mrs. Edward E. (Olga Bayne) Smith of Palo Alto, California, a granddaughter Mrs. Peter N. Toulmin of Providence, Rhode Island, a stepson James Elwood Jones, Jr., three great-grandchildren and three widowed sisters living at “Salubria”: Mrs. Scott Breckinridge, Mrs. G.W.S. Castle and Mrs. William Goodacre. Bayne’s prominent place in Washington society is indicated by his having membership in the Society of Cincinnatus, the Chevy Chase, the Metropolitan, and the Sulgrave Clubs. 

Although Bayne never returned
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