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  Introduction



THE HORRORS OF MURDER AND SUDDEN DISAPPEARANCES ARE UNSETTLING, but the lingering uncertainty sometimes adds a layer of dread. Though gruesome crime scenes are not enough, the peculiar and inexplicable circumstances surrounding some murders can terrify us to a whole new level and truly boggle the mind.

Unexplained disappearances can be just as unsettling as some of them can evade logic and pose countless questions without leaving a shred of evidence as to what may have transpired.

The image of someone going about their daily activities, joyfully immersed in life, only to abruptly vanish without a trace the following day, is undeniably unsettling. In numerous instances, individuals from diverse backgrounds have inexplicably disappeared, as if swallowed by the earth itself, leaving no trace or communication behind.

On the other hand, some of the most unfortunate souls have had unthinkable cruelty inflicted upon them for the whole world to see. However, law enforcement or the judicial system never held their assailants accountable or brought them to justice. It can be highly discouraging to think that so many perpetrators of such foul deeds never saw their day in court and continued to walk the earth at will.

Such cases remain open for decades without ever reaching any closure. All the while, the peculiarities surrounding them provide fertile grounds for endless speculation. The resulting theories and suppositions are seldom pleasant, as these narratives evoke unsettling thoughts from the deepest recesses of our minds.

As you delve into the forthcoming stories, you will experience firsthand the haunting fascination that consumes the human mind when confronted with the chilling intricacies of these meticulously documented real-world events. The lack of conclusive answers to these murders and vanishings is bound to compel your mind to fill the gaps on its own, and you will discover that unsettling possibilities will occupy those spaces.

Of course, the fact that these events have occurred gives additional weight to the tales, as no horror story is ever quite like the real thing. Popular culture and the entertainment industry have been teeming with horror and mystery stories for ages. Still, the need for such material diminishes once you see that the world has no shortage of perplexing and terrifying stories to tell.

Considering that certain sections of this book explore explicit content, it is essential to exercise caution while reading. The upcoming stories encompass a range of unsettling and vivid details. It is necessary to note that each account is real, not fiction. Armed with this understanding, let us fearlessly into these chilling stories’ abyss.
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UNSOLVED CRIMES ARE MYSTERIES THAT POSE ALL KINDS OF QUESTIONS OF THEIR OWN, but sometimes, a sudden, grisly event can open entirely new vistas of mystique. Details of the lives of those involved that were never known or questioned before the dreadful circumstances can suddenly come into the light and complicate things much further. That which appears as nothing more than murder at first can thus yank the shroud right off the secrets that those involved have successfully kept until that point.

The baffling and horrifying tragedy that unfolded on June 25th, 1968, remains an enigma that continues to bewilder even today. It involved the Robison family, a prosperous household residing in the suburbs of Detroit. Richard Robison, his wife Shirley, and their four children—Gary, Randy, Susan, and Richie, aged sixteen, twelve, seven, and nineteen, respectively—were enjoying a summer getaway at a cottage near Good Hart, situated on the shores of Lake Michigan.

Disturbing Discovery

The case started to unfold in July of the same year when a group of women enjoying their vacation in the area became disturbed by a foul, pungent odor. The insufferable smell quickly filled the women’s cottage, threatening to ruin their vacation. As a result, they had no choice but to call upon Chauncey Bliss, a carpenter who had previously constructed the local cottages and now served as their caretaker.

With everyone suspecting that this was most likely a rotting animal that died in the area, Mr. Bliss decided to find and dispose of the remains. Soon enough, he traced the source of the smell to about half a mile from the women’s cottage to another, much like theirs. The hellish scene waiting inside was beyond anything the man could have envisioned. Chauncey quickly contacted a colleague, and the two proceeded to investigate.

Upon nearing the log cabin, it became evident that something was amiss. One of the windows appeared damaged, with clearly visible holes through the glass. Still, Bliss figured it was likely an animal, like a deer, trapped somewhere inside or within some of the cottage’s tight spaces.

It did not take long for investigators to shatter these theories, though, as the harrowing scene inside soon became all too obvious. A woman’s body was the first thing that the caretakers saw, with a few more corpses in the background. The bodies were already decomposing in the summer heat, and the stench inside was too much to bear. The two quickly left the scene and called the police.

A Personal Vendetta

The ensuing police investigation quickly started revealing the terrible details of the crime. Authorities positively identified the bodies of the six-member family, establishing that they had been decomposing in the cabin for approximately a month. Details regarding how the Robison family met their tragic demise also began to surface.

The massacre started with five shots aimed at Richard from a .22-caliber semi-automatic rifle. The assailant delivered these shots through the back window, causing Richard to drop dead on the floor swiftly. Only after that did the killer enter the cabin. The assailant proceeded to stalk the house with a .25-caliber pistol, executing the rest of the family one by one with shots to their heads. The police also determined that the killer had used a hammer to bludgeon Richard and his seven-year-old daughter, Susan, brutally. The crime scene investigation found the hammer in question and a set of bloody footprints, which painted the picture of a lone attacker.

It became apparent that whoever perpetrated the crime had a deep-seated hatred for Richard and, in turn, his whole family. The motives looked to be very personal at that time, and the police adjusted their investigation accordingly.

Misdirection and Manipulation

There were also evident attempts at misdirection by the killer, who tampered with the crime scene after the fact. Namely, the killer positioned and made it appear that Richard’s wife, Shirley, had been sexually assaulted, which the investigation concluded was not the case. The investigators encountered specific challenges from the outset, including the potential inadvertent compromise of evidence due to an officer mishandling the hammer at the scene without adequate precautions, thereby potentially obliterating any fingerprints on the weapon.

The case started taking off once the police began investigating Richard’s work, personal life, and associates. Besides being an advertising executive, Richard also published Impresario magazine, which brought him significant success. The Robisons were an upstanding, prosperous family by most accounts and visible indications. They were generally well-liked, too, especially the children. The brutal murder of the entire family thus came across as quite a shock to the people who knew them, as it seemed they had no enemies.

However, the deeper the police dug into Richard’s dealings, the clearer it became that not everything was as cut-and-dry and innocent as people believed. There was strong evidence that Richard’s company swindled clients out of money and overcharged a few of them significantly. Whether someone within Richard’s company executed these actions with his knowledge and sanction was unclear, but the police soon started zeroing in on a suspect.

Twist in the Investigation

Joseph Scolaro the Third was one of Robison’s employees whose general reputation was highly questionable and did not meet expectations. Many believed that he was highly unscrupulous and involved in criminal activities. Additionally, there were speculations that Joseph was embezzling Richard’s money, estimated to be up to sixty thousand dollars. Despite these circumstances, it appeared that Richard placed significant trust in Joseph and held him in high regard. Richard’s confidence in Joseph was evident as Richard left the company in Joseph’s hands while vacationing in Good Hart and previously promoted Joseph, granting him a substantial salary increase.

Much of the evidence contradicted the initial theory put forth by the police investigators. Specifically, the police had claimed that Richard made multiple distressed phone calls to his business on the day of the murders, implying that he had discovered Joseph’s embezzlement scheme. According to the police’s theory, Joseph, upon realizing that authorities had exposed his actions, drove to Good Hart, committed the gruesome murders, and returned to his home.

In addition to the initial indications, there was compelling evidence to implicate Joseph further. The shell casings at the scene matched Joseph’s weapons, one of which was a recently purchased pistol he had gifted Richard. Joseph later stated that Richard took this gun to his Lake Michigan vacation with him. The recently purchased firearm, which Joseph had given Richard, was indeed one of the murder weapons, but it had gone missing. The police could only account for one of these rifles at the time.

Not only did Joseph fare poorly on all polygraph tests he underwent, failing two and leaving one inconclusive, but these tests were insufficient legally or substantively, particularly considering Joseph’s dubious reputation.

There was substantial evidence to exonerate Joseph from these crimes as well. Firstly, the timeframe required for him to drive to the cottage and return seemed implausible. Moreover, eyewitness accounts from neighbors in Good Hart, who reported hearing gunshots that they perceived as recreational, placed them too late in the day for Joseph to have feasibly made the return drive by 11 p.m., confirming that Joseph was indeed at his home during the murders.

The police pursued this and other cases with unwavering determination, ultimately driving Joseph to take his life five years after the murders. In his suicide note, he candidly admitted to being a deceitful and fraudulent individual but vehemently denied being a murderer. Joseph expressed his fear and sickness, maintaining his innocence in the Robison killings. Furthermore, he documented the numerous individuals and businesses he had deceived and defrauded, culminating in his message.

Richard Robison’s Hidden Identity

The mysteries of Richard’s own life, uncovered in the investigation, seemed to have not been looked into thoroughly, though there were many. Apart from the shady business dealings that the police ran into, plenty of other things made everyone involved with the investigation curious. It seemed as though Richard Robison could have been much more than just an average murder victim.

Numerous individuals who collaborated with him throughout the years depicted Richard as exuding a mysterious aura. His demeanor was occasionally perceived as somewhat volatile by his colleagues. Beyond the subtle fluctuations in his behavior, an intriguing element that captivated his attention was a distinctive medallion frequently adorned by Richard. The medal, a Saint Christopher pendant, bore a personal tribute inscription on its back, referring to Richard as a chosen son and heir, with the signature of Roebert.

Some letters and documents found in Richard’s office and home were even more unsettling. One particularly puzzling letter, written by Richard, was addressed to a “Mr. Roebert” and expressed Richard’s wish to be by the man’s side, referring to him as a father.

Further complicating matters was a chart discovered at the Robison residence that contained a roster of names, with the enigmatic Mr. Roebert listed as the last entry. Above the words, the chart bore the title “The Superior Table,” implying some significance. Additionally, investigators found a note addressed to those mentioned on the list, which outlined aspects of The Superior Table’s global mission and referred to it as a worldwide organization. The letter also included instructions for communication, made reference to “Computer Headquarters,” and reiterated the significance of Mr. Roebert. Roebert held a prominent position as the Chairman within the organization, indicating his authoritative role.

These puzzling aspects confounded the investigators, leaving them uncertain about Richard’s potential affiliation with a vast secret society. The connection between his covert involvements and the tragic fate of his family remains shrouded in mystery. However, what appears quite evident is that a hidden and darker reality about him existed beneath Richard’s facade as a conventional and accomplished entrepreneur.

An Unsolved Mystery

The Robison family murders remain a haunting and perplexing mystery that continues to fascinate and baffle investigators. The grisly tragedy that unfolded in the serene suburb of Detroit shattered the illusion of a seemingly idyllic family, unveiling a web of secrets, deceit, and hidden identities. Richard Robison, the patriarch, emerged as a man of mystery, his true nature concealed beneath the facade of a successful entrepreneur.

The discovery of a distinctive medallion, cryptic letters, and the enigmatic figure known as Mr. Roebert only deepened the intrigue surrounding Richard’s life. With potential ties to a secret society and a hidden agenda, the motive behind the murders remains elusive, forever entwined with the tragic fate of the Robison family. As the years pass, the echoes of this haunting case serve as a reminder that the shadows can conceal a darker reality that may never fully bring the truth to light.
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