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In 2018 the football World Cup took place in Russia. Crowds of England

supporters cheered when the England team got to the semi-finals – it was a

fantastic achievement. Have a look at the photo of some of the team.

Dele Alli

Harry

Kane

Raheem

Sterling

Players from England’s

2018 World Cup

football team

Just under half of the England squad have families that originally

came from other countries: Dele Alli’s dad is from Nigeria, Harry Kane’s

grandfather was Irish, and Raheem Sterling was born in Jamaica but has

lived in England since the age of five. They’re not unusual – many British

people come from families that originally lived elsewhere.

Since the beginning of time, people have moved around to live in new places.

Migration didn’t begin in 1066 with William the Conqueror, but in this book

we will look at the history of migration in Britain from around this time.
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Why have people migrated to Britain?

In 1066, a very important event in British history took place – the Battle of

Hastings. This battle started the Norman invasion of Britain, which brought

many migrants into Britain from France. Over time, people have migrated

to Britain for many reasons. Some groups, like the Huguenots and the Jews

of Eastern Europe, came here to escape the poor treatment they received in

their home countries.

Others came to trade and set up businesses, such as merchants from

northern Europe, or bankers from Italy who arrived during the Middle Ages.

Some people were invited to Britain because they could help to make a

difference, including the Caribbean and South Asian migrants who came

to Britain in the 1950s and 1960s to work in the National Health Service, in

public transport or in textile factories. You will discover these stories and

more as you read through this book.


You will read the names of

lots of different countries in

this book. Use this map to

find out where they are.
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For many years, people from all around the world have been coming to live in

Britain. This timeline shows the key events in this aspect of Britain’s history.

The

Norman

invasion

The start of

the Tudor

period

East India

Company

started

trading

The start of

the Stuart

period

Royal African Company

started trading

Abolition

of the Slave

Trade

1066

1190

1290

1330s

1485

1570s

1600

1603

1656

1660

1709

1807

The death

of 150 Jews

in York

Jews forced to

leave England

Flemish

weavers

arrived from

Belgium/

Holland

Huguenots

started to

arrive from

France

Jews returned

to England

Palatines

started to

arrive from

Germany
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Abolition

of Slavery

Aliens Act put

a limit on the

number of people

who could come

and live in Britain

First World

War began

Second World

War began

American

invasion of

Afghanistan

War in

Syria

started


1833

1840s

1880s

1905

1914

1919

1939

1948

1950s

2001

2011


Irish potato

famine led

to mass

emigration

from Ireland

Jews started

to arrive from

Eastern Europe

Tension

between

communities

in cities across

the UK

A ship called the Empire

Windrush arrived with

Caribbean migrants

Migrants from

India and Pakistan

started to arrive
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