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QUEEN MALIKA,
WE ARE ABOUT TEN
KILOMETERS FROM

THE BATTLEFIELD,

I SEE,

MY QUEEN.
BEST WE KEEP
MOVING. NOTHING
WE CAN DO FOR HIM
NOW. WE NEED TO

N, HURRY TO--

MY QUEEN,

IT IS BAD ENOLUGH
THAT YOU ARE ALL
THE WAY OUT
HERE.

ABANDON A IN THE
HELPLESS CHILD? FURTHEST

THE REBELS.
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BESIDES, HIS KIND

THE FURTHEST e
PART OF MY EMPIRE ' pepE| | ING AGAINST ME
IS STILL MY EMPIRE. 3
IRE: IT IS MY GENERALS WHO

AND I WILL PROTECT
(ALL OF MY PEOPLE, CANNOT STAND TO SEE

NOT ALL YOUR "R
GENERALS. SOME

WILL FOLLOW YOU

TO THE DEATH.
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VERY WELL.
YOU HAVE TWO
CAVALRY UNITS, SOME IN YOUR WAY
INFANTRY, AND SOME IS A FORMIDABLE FOE
ARCHERS. WITH A HUGE NUMBER OF
INFA] Y UNITS. WHAT

LOYOU DOP IMPRESSIVE...
PERHAPS YOU WILL
BE READY SOONER
THAN I THOLIGHT.

SIMPLE. THEN, I'D
I'D USE MY ORDER MY ARCHERS
CAVALRY TO ATTACK TO CONCENTRATE FIRE
BOTH FLANKS, MAKING ON THEM DURING THE
THE ENEMY RAM INTO COMMOTION. THE REST
ONE ANOTHER AT IS QUITE EASY.
THE CENTER.

You WouLb
MAKE A GREAT
QUEEN, MY
DEAR.

BUT...
THAT IS NADIA'S
BIRTHRIGHT.

OF COURSE.

YOUR OLDER SISTER
IS YOUR FATHER’S NATURAL

CHOICE. HOWEVER, IN
AZZAZ, SUCCESSION IS NOT

SOLELY BASED ON AGE,
BUT MERIT AS
WELL.

THEN AGAIN,

YOUR SISTER IS
FORMIDABLE, SO YOU
PROBABLY WILL NOT HAVE
TO WORRY ABOUT THE
BURDEN OF RULING.






OEBPS/images/okup_9781506752310_epub3_011_r1.jpg
ABDLL-NASSER
HAS BEEN A TRUSTED
ADVISER TO YOUR FATHER,
THE KING, FOR YEARS. HE WILL
HANDLE YOUR TRAINING
HENCEFORTH.

WELL...60
ON THEN. KEEP
PRACTICING.
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IT IS OKAY,
CHILD. I AM
NOT UPSET.
IN FACT, I AM EVERY
IMPRESSED. MORNING,
&> I SNEAK INTO
THE ARENA TO
WATCH THE
SOLDIERS
TRAIN.

YOU HAVE

WHEN I GET BACK,
I TRY TO PRACTICE
EVERYTHING.

IMPRESSIVE.
AND HOW LONG
HAVE YOU BEEN

ALWAYS BEEN
A CURIOUS ONE,
HAVEN'T YOU?
WELL, KEEP
PRACTICING.

DOING THIS? /
MAYBE YOU
WILL MAKE A
GREAT WARRIOR
SOMEDAY.

MOTHER! MOTHER!
NEXT TIME YOU GO
TO BATTLE I WANT
TO ACCOMPANY
you.

SWEET
THING, WHAT
DO YOU KNOW
OF BATTLE?
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MALIKA: WARRIOR QUEEN

Written by Roye Okupe, with illustrations by Chima Kalu
and colors by Raphael Kazeem

SYNOPSIS
Malika: Warrior Queen begins the tale of the exploits of the queen and military commander Malika,
who struggles to keep the peace in her ever-expanding empire, Azzaz.

NOTES FROM THE AUTHOR
As proud as | am of the awe-inspiring job we’ve done in bringing a world to life that has
aesthetically never been seen before with Malika, there’s more to this historical fantasy epic
than meets the eye. I’'ve always said that as much as our stories are inspired by African history,
culture, and mythology, those elements are truly just the icing on the cake. What | believe
readers will fall in love with in this series is a deeply character-driven story with a superpowered
lead who is highly relatable.

At its core, the Malika series explores the true meaning behind the phrase “warrior queen.” Why?
Because a dichotomy of titles is one of the most relatable conundrums we face in society today.
How do you balance being a mother and a business owner? A father and a CEO? Is it possible to
be excellent at both? If so, how? If not, how do you reconcile that? In Malika’s case, being both a
warrior and a queen creates a very dynamic—and sometimes overwhelming—push and pull
between choosing diplomacy over aggression and vice versa.

Throughout the story, we witness Malika desperately trying to maintain peace in an ever-expanding
empire while constantly being forced to choose between being a warrior and a queen—a decision
she deems impossible. This internal struggle is the key driving force in creating a deeply relatable
and emotional experience for readers. Throw in political schemes, a coup, sibling rivalry, civil war,
myths, demigods, and the return of long-forgotten magic, and Azzaz transforms from an empire
in harmony into a powder keg—making for a fresh and thrilling epic.

—Roye Okupe
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