

[image: background]



cover



[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]


OEBPS/images/hous_9781506727837_epub3_030_r1.jpg
i 7






OEBPS/images/hous_9781506727837_epub3_031_r1.jpg
FROM HONME.

XE

HE'S SLIRROLINVED BY A
| PARK MOCKERY OF THE
WORLD HE KNOWS.

HAUNTED BY
LOVING VOICES
THAT REMAIN JUST
OUT OF REACH.

AND SOMEHOW,
THE SHADES OF THE
FAMILIAR, TWISTED
JUST S0...

. .MAKES HIM
FEEL THAT
MUCH MORE |
Lost HAVE--SHHK--
[ DONE TO MY--
SHHHHHHH
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CAN YOU
GUYS HEAR ME

I'M SOMEPLACE
THAT LOOKS LIKE
HOME. BUT IT'S

I'M SORRY,
WILL. OUR HOUSE / "I DON'T
1$ JUST TOO ? THINK YOUR
FAR OUT. 2K FRIENDS CAN
X HEAR YOU
FROM HERE."

T

\

HE WAITS FOR TIME
INDETERMINATE, BUT
THERE IS NO REPLY.
NO CONNECTION.

NO WAY TO WARN
THE WORLD ABOLT
THE MONSTER IN
THE WALLS.

IT'S OKAY,
MOM. THERE'S
LOTS OF PLACES
WE CAN ALL
USE THEM.
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KNOW How
FAST IT CAN
MOVE.

CAN I GET
TO THE GLN
BEFORE...7?

BUT I CAN
HEAg MY Py
MO, S rhat MEANS
SHE'S IN
RANGE.

&l-- HEARING THE

\( SHHHHHCK--
BACK MY

SOUNPS OF HOME,
BELIEVING THAT
SAFETY COULD BE

..WILL IS FILLED WITH
A STRANGE SENSE OF
BRAVERY HE PIDN'T

SON! WITHIN HiS REACH KNOW HE POSSESSED.

THIS TIME, HE
WILL BE THE ONE
WHO ATTACKS!






OEBPS/images/hous_9781506727837_epub3_033_r1.jpg
THE BOY THINKS
ONLY OF GETTING

BRAVERY CAN
BE A FRIEND IN
THE MOMENT.

THROUGH THE ENEMY |\

IN FRONT OF HIM.

GETTING BACK TO
WHERE HE BELONGS.

BUT IT DOESN'T
ALWAYS TAKE
INTO ACCOLINT
THE LONG TERM.

NOT ABOUT
CONSERVING
AMMUNITION.
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No way
TO ASK
FOR HELP.

MOM
DOESN'T HAVE A
SUPERCOMM.

AT LEAST,
NoT YET.

S50 HOW WAS j SHHHHHCK-ILL,
SHE TALKING IT'S--SHHHHH
TO ME
505 ) BEFORE?

NOT AS CLEAR
AS THE SUPERCOMM
WAS, BUT IT SOLUNDS

LIKE..

SHHHCK--TO
ME=-SHHHHHCK-
HERE--SHHHCK=-
WHERE YOU ARE,  gpma—-
HEAR YOI,
PLEASE--
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AGO, WILL
BYERS WAS
PLAYING A
GAME WITH
HIS FRIENDS,

THEY WERE

A PARTY OF
ADVENTURERS,
TRAVELING THE
LAND IN SEARCH
OF GLORY AND
TREASURE.

FACING DOWN THE MOST §
DEADLY OF MONSTERS
LURKING IN THE DARK.

BUT Now,
WILL BYERS
ISALONE. B3

THE
DARKNESS
LOOMS.

0 L L
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BUT DID T
ACTUALLY HURT.
IT? OR JUST
scare IT
OFF?

I THINK I CAN
STILL SMELL IT.
LIKE soMETHING L XIS
ROTTEN...

WHEREVER
IT WENT, T
DON'T THINK
THE SHED 13
SAFE.
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IN THE WORLD OF
THE GAME, WILL
THE WISE CALLED
UPON THE ARCANE
ARTS IN HIS BATTLE
AGAINST EVIL.,

SO INTENT ON
THE FEARSOME
MONSTER AT

BYERS NEVER
REALIZED...

...TEETH AND

CLAWS WEREN'T

THE ONLY DANGERS
FACED.
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CAST
PROTECTION
SPELL!

THE MONSTER LOOMING OVER THE BOY IS A STRANGE ECHO IN THE REAL THE QUESTION OF
WORLE, WILL WHETHER THIS IS

OF
1 i OESN'T HA THE REAL WORLD
| 55}2%5” a',/f OR NOT REMAINS,

SPELLS,
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THIS SUCKS.

OUR MAGIC-

USER 1S 8O0
WEAK!

~ WE'RE
GONNA DIE, A
WE'RE GONNA
DIEE 80
FAST.

MAYBE HE
SHOULD HAVE
PICKED A

DIFFERENT
CLASS...

ANYTHING
IN THE RULES
ABOUT REROLLING
WHEN MAKING
CHARACTERS?

NO. FATE
HAS ALREADY
SPOKEN. THE

PARTY HAS BEEN
BATHERED.

No
REROLLS.
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you
TWO ACT LIKE
THE DICE GAVE
YOU SO MUCH : YOURE BOTH
MORE POWER | STILL LEVEL
THAN HIM. i ONE. EASY
| PREY.

AND IF SOMETHING
EATS YOU, DON'T
BLAME WILL THE &

IT ISN'T A
CONTEST TO
SEE WHICH OF

YOU 1S THE
STRONGEST OR
CAN GET THE
MOST KILLS.

You LIVE
AS A PARTY
OR YOU DIE
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THAT FLASH
BEFORE...DID A
CIRCUIT BLOW?






OEBPS/images/hous_9781506727837_epub3_015_r1.jpg
MOM MUST BE
WORKING LATE
AGAIN.

AND
JONATHAN
PROBABLY TOOK
HIS CAMERA
our.

WHATEVER'S
BGOING ON, THEY'LL
KNOW WHAT TO DO

WHEN THEY GET

AS HE WAITS, THE
ADRENALINE FROM THE
CHASE DRAINS AWAY.

...BUT FOR
NOW, AT
LEAST, HE






OEBPS/images/hous_9781506727837_epub3_018_r1.jpg
"THE ONLY WAY / FOR THE FIRST TIME, WILL REALLY
YOU SURVIVE FELL SEES THROUGH THE STRANGENESS
AND LEVEL UP 1S ASLEEF..BUT % THAT SURROLINPS HIM.

TOGETHER." e STIL
DARK oUTZ?

AND IT
STILL SMELLS
TERRIBLE.

IT'S NOT THAT | HELLO?

HIS HOME HAS : G
BEEN INFECTED A’:i)é?zggy [ |
BY SOMETHING. 5 = [ ?

| IT'S THAT HE
WAS NEVER
ACTUALLY
HOME AT ALL.

2R






OEBPS/images/hous_9781506727837_epub3_019_r1.jpg
A| APVENTURING
STILL STANPS,

THE PARTY
THAT FIGHTS
TOGETHER

SURVIVES
TOGETHER.

AFTER ALL, ON &
THEIR OWN, AN
ADVENTURER I$
| THe eASIEST

| OF PREY, A
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THE

FLASHLIGHT
DOESN'T WORK
EITHERZ?

IT'S LIKE
THIS WHOLE
PLACE HATES

THE
LAST PLACE T
SAW ANYONE WAS
ON MIRKWooP.

WILL
THE WISE WOLILD
KNOW WHAT TO DO.
HE'D CAST DETECT
MAGIC OR WIZARD EYE.
HE'D FIND THE WAY
OUT OF HERE.

IF

( HE HADNT

ALREADY
DIED...
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IN THEIR CAMPAIGNS, MIKE THE
DUNGEON MASTER OFTEN PLAYS
CHARACTERS THE PARTY
ENCOLNTERS ON THEIR JOURNEY.

Spitit
of the wood! T
have been led asttay!
Do you know the
path back to my

HOWEVER, AS WILL HAS
ALREADY LEARNED, THIS
18 HARPLY A GAME.

FIGURES TO

SET THEM ON
THEIR NEXT QUEST,
OR TO OFFER THE
INFORMATION THEY
REQUIRE. SOMEONE

Btave ttaveler,
+he Mitkwood is no
place for you. Let me
be gour duide to-—
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SOMEONE
1S LOOKING
FOR HIM.

BUT HOW TO REACH
THEM 1S ANOTHER
QUESTION ENTIRELY.

HIS ALL-TOO-BRIEF HOPE
FADES AWAY, SAVE ONE
SMALL KERNEL. SHE SAW
HIM. SOMEONE SAW HIM. |
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THEN HE SEES IT.
THE FIRST HINTS

| OF LIGHT IN THIS

\| PLACE, LIKE A

\| MEMORY ETCHED
INTO THE DARK.

IF SOMEONE

14 INDEED
SEARCHING FOR
HIM, IT ISN'T IN

THIS STRANGE
SHADOW OF THE (4

AND WITH THE LIGHT COMES VOICES,
SOUNDING OLT FROM SPEAKERS TOO DISTANT
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LATER, WHEN HE
HEARS THE STORY
FROM HIS FRIENDS
ON THE OTHER SIVE,
HE WILL BETTER
UNDERSTAND WHAT
IT IS HE SEES.

BUT TRAPPED IN

|\ THE EERINESS OF
THE WOODS, HE
ISN'T SURE IF THE
APPARITION THAT
STANPS BEFORE
HIM 1S HUMAN.

HE'S NOT
SURE IF

4 IT's EVEN

REALLY..
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HELLO!
THIS IS WILL
!
BYERS! eAN

ANYBODY
HEAR ME?Z!
OVER!

HE LISTENS FOR THE
COMFORTING VOICES
OF HIS FRIENDS, AS HE
HAS DONE S0 OFTEN
IN THE DARK OF NIGHT.

THE VOICE THAT MANAGES
TO CRACKLE THROLGH
ISN'T WHAT HE EXPECTS.

BUT IT IS ONE
HE KNOWS,
PERHAPS
BETTER THAN
ANY OTHER.
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BUT YET AGAIN,
THAT FAINT
BLIMPSE OF
HOPE HE HAD..
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WHATEVER THE ANSWER,
HE KNOWS IT WON'T BE
FOLIND ON MIRKWOOI

AN

/_ HELLOZ
[ cAN ANYONE
HEAR MEZ

JUST
.‘ BECAUSE IT
WORKED IN A
MOVIE DOESN'T
MEAN IT WILL
HERE, MORON.
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PEOPLE olUT
THERE...

IT'S BEEN YEARS SINCE
WILL FEARED WHAT MIGHT
BE LLRKING UNDER HIS BED.

BUT HERE, NOW? THOSE NIGHTMARES ARE
BROUGHT INTO SHARP RELIEF, CARVED INTO
HIS BRAIN AS IF THEY NEVER REALLY LEFT.
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