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Introduction
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So, you’ve decided it’s time to have your own website. First of all — congratulations! That decision alone puts you ahead of so many people who keep saying, “One day I’ll get a site up...” but never quite do. You’ve taken the first step, and I promise it’s not as scary as it might seem right now.

If you’re anything like most people starting out, a few thoughts might be bouncing around your head:


•  “What if I mess it up and it looks terrible?”

•  “I’m not a tech person — maybe this is too complicated for me.”

•  “Will anyone even want to visit my site?”


Let me reassure you straight away: you can do this. Building a site on Squarespace is designed for beginners. You don’t need to know how to code, you don’t need to be a designer, and you don’t need to spend months learning some complicated system. Squarespace was built to help ordinary people create sites that look professional, clean, and modern — without the pain of learning a thousand technical tricks.

And here’s the real kicker: people just like you are already using it every day. A wedding photographer who wants a portfolio. A yoga teacher down the road who needs a booking page. A small café that wants to show their menu and opening hours. An author setting up a blog to share their work. All of them use Squarespace, and all of them started from scratch.

That’s exactly what this book is here for: to walk you through the journey from “I’ve never built a site before” to “My website is live and people can visit it today.”

We’re going to do this in seven easy sessions — think of them as seven days, though if you want to stretch them out or double up, that’s totally fine. Each day we’ll focus on one step. By the end of the week, your website won’t just exist, it’ll look polished and ready for the world.

This isn’t going to be a dry technical manual. I won’t drown you in jargon or give you giant checklists of tiny tasks. Instead, I’ll talk to you as if we were sitting together at a coffee shop, laptops open, and I’m guiding you through it. Sometimes I’ll slow down to reassure you about things that feel confusing. Other times I’ll give you little tips about what works well depending on the kind of site you’re building.

By the end of this introduction, I want you to feel one thing: relief. Because this is not going to be nearly as complicated as you fear.

So take a deep breath, grab a cup of tea or coffee, and let’s begin.
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Day One: Getting Started
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Think of today as “move-in day.” You’re not decorating the house yet, and you’re not inviting people over. You’re simply unlocking the front door, walking through the rooms, and putting your name on the mailbox. That’s it.

Step 1: Head to Squarespace

OPEN YOUR BROWSER AND go to squarespace.com. The first thing you’ll see is a clean, modern homepage, often with example websites scrolling across the screen. Some of them look stunning — that’s good news, because by the end of this week you’ll have something equally polished.

Don’t get distracted by all the images just yet. Look for the button that says “Get Started” or “Start Free Trial.” That’s your door in. Click it.

Step 2: Sign Up for Free

YOU DON’T NEED A CREDIT card to begin. Squarespace gives you 14 days free to test things out, which is more than enough time to build your first site. That’s why this 7-day plan works perfectly — even if you take your time, you’ll still be comfortably within the trial.

Create your account using your email and a password. Or, if you find it easier, sign in with your Google ID. Either works fine.

Once you’re signed in, Squarespace will ask you a couple of basic questions about the kind of website you’re making. Don’t worry too much about your answers — they’re just using them to suggest a template later. For now, just answer quickly so you can get inside.

Step 3: Picking a Starter Template (Don’t Overthink It Yet)

SQUARESPACE WILL ENCOURAGE you to pick a template right away. Templates are basically ready-made designs that you can customize.

Here’s something important: you don’t have to get this perfect now. A lot of people freeze up here, thinking, “What if I choose the wrong one?” Relax. Think of it like picking the first coat of paint. You can change it later, and you’ll be customizing everything anyway.

So for today, just pick something that feels roughly like what you want. If you’re a photographer, choose one that’s image-heavy. If you’re a business, pick something clean and professional. If you’re blogging, look for a layout with posts on the homepage. But honestly — don’t stress. Tomorrow we’ll dig into design in detail.

Click on one and let Squarespace set it up for you.

Step 4: Welcome to the Dashboard

YOU’LL NOW BE DROPPED into your Squarespace dashboard. This is your control center.

On the left side of the screen, you’ll see a vertical menu with options like:


•  Pages – where you add, remove, and organize the pages on your site.

•  Design – where you control colors, fonts, and styles.

•  Commerce – if you’re selling products or services.

•  Marketing – where you can connect email, SEO tools, and promotions.

•  Analytics – where you see visitor data.

•  Settings – the nuts and bolts like your site name, domain, permissions.


Now, at first glance, that can feel overwhelming. Here’s the truth: you don’t need to master all of this. In fact, for today, you only need to care about two things: Pages and Settings. Everything else will come later, step by step.

Take a moment to click around the dashboard, just to get comfortable. Nothing you click is permanent — you’re not going to “break” anything.

Step 5: Put Your Name on the Mailbox

RIGHT NOW YOUR SITE has a placeholder address, something random like untitled-abc123.squarespace.com. That doesn’t feel like yours yet. Let’s change it.

Click Settings on the left menu. Then choose Site Title. This is the name that will appear at the top of your site. Type something simple and clear, like “Sam’s Coaching Site” or “Green Leaf Café.”

Don’t worry if you’re not sure yet — you can change this later. The point is simply to claim the space as yours.

Step 6: Take a Peek

AT THE TOP OF THE SCREEN, you’ll see a little arrow or “Preview” option. Click it. A new tab will open, showing your site as it currently looks. Right now, it’s going to be very bare. But here’s the exciting thing: this is your site, live on the internet. Nobody else has the key except you.

It’s a blank canvas, but over the next six days, we’re going to fill it with your story, your content, and your design.

A Tour for the Curious (Optional)

IF YOU’RE THE KIND of person who likes to explore, here’s a quick peek at what’s waiting in those other dashboard sections:


•  Design – This is where you’ll spend a lot of time tomorrow. It lets you change colors, fonts, and layouts. It’s like decorating a house after you’ve moved in.

•  Commerce – Skip this unless you’re planning to sell something. We’ll cover it later in Day Five.

•  Marketing – This is about growing your site once it’s live: email campaigns, social media links, search engine basics.

•  Analytics – This shows how many people are visiting your site and where they’re coming from. Useful later, but not today.

•  Help – Squarespace has built-in guides if you ever get stuck.


Don’t dive into these yet, but now you know what’s behind the doors.

Encouragement for the End of Day One

THAT’S IT. YOU’VE ALREADY done the hardest part — starting. You have a Squarespace account, you’ve opened your dashboard, and you’ve given your site a name.

Think of it like this: today you picked up the keys, walked through the front door, and scribbled your name on the mailbox. It’s yours now. Tomorrow we’ll start decorating, arranging furniture, and making it look like home.

Many people never even get to this point. They keep saying, “I should build a site someday,” and years pass. But you? You’ve actually started. That’s huge.

So well done. Close your laptop, pour yourself another cup of tea, and let yourself feel proud. You’ve just taken the first real step toward having a website that represents you to the world.
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Day Two: Choosing and Customizing Your Template
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Welcome back! Yesterday you unlocked the door to your new digital house. You’ve got the keys, you’ve walked through the empty rooms, and you’ve even put your name on the mailbox. Today we’re going to start unpacking and arranging the furniture. In Squarespace terms, that means choosing your template and making it feel like you.

This part is exciting, because you’ll see your blank site start to take shape. But it can also feel overwhelming, because there are so many design choices. Don’t worry — we’re going to take it slow, and I’ll show you how to avoid getting stuck in decision overload.

Step 1: Understanding Templates (Without the Jargon)

A TEMPLATE IS SIMPLY a pre-designed layout. Think of it like buying a furnished apartment. The couch, curtains, and chairs are already in place — but you can rearrange them, swap them out, or repaint the walls. You don’t have to keep anything exactly as it comes.

Squarespace offers dozens of templates, all of which are fully customizable. This is important: unlike some other website builders, you’re not locked in forever. So, if you choose a clean, minimalist template today but later realize you’d rather have something bolder, you can adjust it without rebuilding your whole site.

Here’s the secret most beginners don’t realize: the content matters far more than the template. A good photo, a clear headline, and a warm welcome message will do more for your site than obsessing over which layout to pick.

Step 2: Picking the Right Starting Point












Step 3: Changing the Look and Feel



Fonts



Colors








Layouts


Step 4: Adding Your Logo or Name



Step 5: Creating a Consistent Style









A Pause for Mindset




Step 6: Add a Favicon (Tiny but Mighty)



Step 7: Preview Your New Look



Stories from the Field







Wrapping Up Day Two
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