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​Chapter 1: The Smell in the Air
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The sun was just

beginning to dip behind the rooftops, painting the sky in soft shades of pink and orange. Amina and Yusuf had just finished helping their mom set the iftar table. They carried plates of dates and bowls of fruit to the dining area, humming quietly to themselves.

​Suddenly, a delicious smell drifted through the air — warm samosas, fresh bread, and sweet syrupy treats. “Do you smell that?” whispered Yusuf, his eyes wide with curiosity. Amina nodded, her nose twitching. “Yes! Where is it coming from?”
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They tiptoed out of their backyard and followed the scent down a narrow, quiet alley behind their house. The alley was lined with little walls covered in vines and flowers.
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​Each step made their excitement grow — who could be cooking such yummy food this time of evening?

At the far end of the alley, a small wooden gate peeked through the greenery. Light flickered behind it. Amina and Yusuf exchanged excited glances. “Shall we see?” whispered Amina. Together, they pushed the gate open and stepped inside, wondering what magical place awaited them.
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