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  Introduction


Have you ever heard of the Moon People? No? I hadn’t either. Then I met one. Yes, I really did meet someone from the moon. A real-life Moon’lin. That’s what we call them, but I’m getting ahead of myself. I guess I should start by telling you who I am. 
   I’m Jarrett Morgan Crenshaw, and I’m thirteen-years-old now. I was ten years old when I met my first Moon’lin. I suppose I will begin my story on the night my life was turned upside-down and changed forever. Yeah, that’s where I’ll start. My twin brother, Garrett, traveled with our father, Thomas, from a trip they had taken….






  
  [image: ]
Chapter 1
Mountain Lion! 


Three Years Later

The cool, moonless night had begun with a gentle snowfall over the Smokey Mountains near Pigeon Forge, Tennessee. 
However, within two hours, the gentleness gave way to a heavy snow, forcing Thomas Crenshaw to turn his wiper blades on to clear the windshield. Thomas had left their family cabin earlier in the afternoon with his ten-year-old-son, Garrett, as the snow began.
Driving these roads was precarious in clear weather, but this sudden snowstorm made it near impossible to maneuver, and the situation put Thomas on edge. The roads in the mountains were quite curvy and dangerous.
Thomas had checked the weather report before leaving the cabin and had been assured by the weatherman the area would only receive a light dusting.
“How much longer do we have, Daddy?” Garrett withdrew his gaze from the screen and looked at his father.
Thomas peered at Garrett through the rearview mirror, smiling. “Not much longer. By the time you finish your movie, we’ll be there.”
“Okay.”
“Did you have fun this weekend?”
Garrett shrugged his shoulders. “I guess so. I missed Jarrett, though.”
Thomas nodded. “I know; I missed him too, but he was sick. He’ll make the next trip to the cabin, okay?”
“Okay.”
Thomas refocused on the road, while Garrett went back to watching the cartoon.
Buzz
Buzz
Buzz
Thomas glanced at the center console and smiled when it displayed Millicent’s name and number on the screen. He tapped the phone icon on the steering wheel, answering the phone. “Hi, darlin’.”
“Hi, Tommy. Where are you?”
“We’re at Bear’s Crossing. How’s my sick boy doing?”
“Hi, Garrett, I’ve missed you this weekend.”
Garrett looked up from his monitor and grinned. “Hi, Mom. I missed you too. How’s Jarrett?”
“He’s doing better; he’s asleep. How did you make it this weekend? Did you both have fun?”
Thomas looked through the mirror and grinned. “He’s watching his cartoons again. We had a blast, though we did miss Jarrett, and you.”
“We missed you, too. I won’t keep you, but I wanted to let you know the weatherman says a blizzard is on its way.”
“I think it’s here.” Thomas clicked the wiper blades to a higher speed. “We’ll be there soon.”
“Okay, I love you, Tommy.”
“I love you too, Millie.”
Suddenly, a large mountain lion leaped from the woods, ran into the center of the road, and stopped. He flashed unnaturally large fangs. 
Thomas grasped the steering wheel and turned hard to the left, narrowly missing the large, unnatural looking creature.
“Daddy!” Garrett screamed.
“Hang on, Son!” Thomas fought to steer the vehicle as images of his family flashed before him. He glanced at a terrified Garrett and heard Millicent’s frantic voice yelling at him through the phone. 
“Tommy, what’s happening? Thomas!”
“Daddy! I’m scared!”
“I’m here, Garrett! Daddy’s here!”
The SUV slid on the ice, causing it to swerve, sliding across the road.
“Ahhh!” Thomas and Garrett both screamed as their vehicle plummeted off the cliff, ending the connection with Millicent.

      [image: ]Garrett screamed as the car plunged downward into darkness. His head slammed into the side of the back door panel, causing his ears to ring.
He reached down and took hold of the locket swinging from the chain around his neck and held onto it tightly as he thought of his brother. Jarrett!
It seemed to him that time had frozen as the vehicle stopped moving and hovered in the air. Items inside the car floated in the air in slow motion.
Orange flames ignited from somewhere inside the car. Garrett screamed his father’s name between violent coughs.

      [image: ]Thomas’ body shot forward and he slammed his head into the steering wheel. He swore he heard his ribs cracking and his vision dimmed as he drifted toward unconsciousness.
In the midst of the chaos, a bright light from outside of the SUV flooded the vehicle and he heard a comforting voice whispering to him, just before he succumbed to the smoke.
Beyond the bright light, a strong, yet compassionate voice rang out, “Come with me, Thomas.”
He instinctively held onto the steering wheel with one hand while releasing the seat belt with the other. He moaned with pain as he turned toward the back seat and looked at Garrett.
Stretching his arm to the backseat, he grasped Garrett’s arm. “Garrett, release your seatbelt. I have you, Son.”
Garrett reached down and released the seatbelt. He fell forward into Thomas’s arms, and they slammed against the dashboard.
An invisible force pulled Thomas and Garrett toward the bright light that shone from outside of the SUV. They floated into the tunnel of light hovering above their vehicle.
Once they disappeared into the bright tunnel, the invisible force released the SUV and it plummeted into darkness, exploding into a blaze of fire.

      [image: ]Above the cliff, on the roadside, the unnatural mountain lion watched the SUV plummet into the crevice. Once the explosion occurred, the mountain lion turned and ran across the road and into the woods.
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Chapter 2
Jarrett's Dream


Jarrett jerked out of the horrible nightmare he had just experienced of his brother and father. In the dream, he saw all that had just occurred to them. 
“Daddy! Garrett!”
He reached his hand to his neck, took hold of the locket swinging from the chain and grasped it tightly between his fingers as he fell back onto his pillow.
“Garrett!” Mere seconds had passed before he heard his mother scream from downstairs.
“Garrett! Thomas! Please, answer me! Tommy!”
Laying there, he was frightened, as tears streamed down his face. He clutched his blanket.

      [image: ]Millicent held the phone in her hand as she heard the screams from Thomas and Garrett. Tears ran down her cheeks. 
“Thomas! Garrett! Tommy, answer me! Please, God, protect my family!”
The phone went dead, and Millicent immediately called 9-1-1.
When the operator answered, Millicent cried into the phone, “I think my husband and son have just been in a car accident at Bear Creek. Please send help there now.”

      [image: ]Jarrett wasn’t sure what to do. He had hoped it was a bad dream. He cried until finally he succumbed to sleep. 
Hours later, flashing blue lights reflected on a wall through his bedroom window. He knew it was the police coming to give his mother the dreadful news he already had known. 
He heard the doorbell ring. Voices from downstairs, and then Millicent’s screams. Trembling with fear and pain, he listened to his mother sob. 
When the bedroom door opened several moments later, Jarrett knew it was his mother coming to give him the bad news about his father and brother. He sat upright on the bed and propped his back against the headboard. After wiping his tears, Jarrett took a deep breath. 
“Momma?”
Millicent stood in the darkened bedroom. 
“Yes, it’s me.”
“Momma, something terrible has happened to Garrett and Daddy.”
Millicent answered, “Yes, baby. There has been a terrible accident. I’m sorry, son, but they’re dead.”
He squeezed the locket tighter. He blocked out the remainder of his mother’s words as he thought about his brother. 
Millicent rushed to Jarrett and took him into her embrace. He rested his head on her shoulder, and they cried together, knowing their lives would never be the same.
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Chapter 3
Jarrett's Reality


The following morning, Jarrett awoke fever free but feeling horrible. His entire body ached, especially his heart. He had hoped all the terrible things from the previous night had been a nightmare, but he knew it had been all too real. 
Garrett and his father had died. How he wished he could turn back time and then he could perhaps convince his father not to take Garrett away.
He pulled back the covers and sat on the bedside. He stared at Garrett’s bed, sitting next to his, but separated by a small table.
Wiping tears away, he stood and moved to the bay window and looked out at the sky. It had continued snowing, and the ground was covered with fresh snow, hiding the tracks of the police cruiser which had brought the bad news the previous night.
Nobody had expected the sudden storm. It was as if it came from nowhere.
He grunted as he looked from his bedroom window at the fresh, undisturbed powder on the driveway where there should have been tire tracks from his father’s SUV when he would have left for work in the early mornings. But not today and not ever again.
The pain consumed him and he wept for several moments until he heard a knock on the door.
“Jarrett.”
He turned and gave his mother a somber look. “Momma, is it real?”
Millicent walked across the hardwood floor as Jarrett stood from his bed.
“I’m afraid so. But we’ll see them again one day in heaven.”
“Why do people have to die, Momma? I don’t like it.”
“I don’t like it either, sweetheart, but it’s a part of life. We all will die one day. We don’t know the day or how we’ll die, but we simply must live life to the best of our ability and be as good a person as we can.
“We need to make the most out of life that we can until our time comes. But, you know we will see them again in heaven.”
“Yeah, I know.” Jarrett looked down at the floor, frowning.

      [image: ]Millicent reached her hand out and caressed his face. “I’m sorry you have to learn about death so early in life. I wish I could...” She choked on her words and groaned. It was hard for her to conceal her anger in front of Jarrett, but for his sake, she knew it was what she must do.
She was angry about what had happened to Thomas and Garrett. She had cried bitterly, asked the question, ‘why,' repeatedly through the night.
Inhaling deeply, she shoved the pain aside as she walked to the door. “Breakfast is ready.”
“Okay, Momma, I’m coming.”
Overwhelmed by the loss of her husband and son, she walked out of the room.
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Chapter 4
The Morning After


Millicent walked into the kitchen, leaned against the counter, and tearfully gazed into the eyes of her best friend, Trish, who had come after hearing the news. Trish had remained with her throughout the night, comforting her as best as she could. 
“Millicent, how is Jarrett doing?”
“He’s heartbroken.”
“Oh, honey, I’m sorry. I wish I had the perfect words to comfort you, but I just can’t think of anything.”
She reached out and touched her friend’s face. “Your presence is enough, Trish. Thank you for coming over last night. I could not have made it through it without you.”
Trish asked, “Is Jarrett coming down?”
She cleared her throat. “He’s dressing.” Pointing to the kitchen, she changed the subject. “It smells wonderful in here. Is there anything I can do to help you finish preparing breakfast, Trish?”
“No, I have it all completed. I woke Amanda up; she’ll be out here in a moment. I think she might be a comfort to Jarrett.”
She walked with Trish into the dining room. “Yes, I think she’ll help him. My boys sure love her and Caleb. I’m sorry you had to drag her out of bed last night to come over here.”
Trish smiled. “My children love your boys too and don’t worry about my bringing her. She would not have had it any other way. If Nathan and Caleb had been here, they would have come as well.”
She took a seat at the table while Trish poured coffee into her cup. “Oh, where are they?”
“He got a call yesterday from the EPA while he and Thomas were loading the vehicles. He had to fly to Washington for a situation that suddenly came up and didn’t have time to bring Caleb home. I must say, I do like the pay from his work, but not all the absences from the family. At least, this time, he has Caleb with him, and we’ll meet him for Christmas wherever he’s at...” Trish suddenly gave Millicent a pained expression. “I’m sorry for rambling. It was insensitive of me.”
“Trish, I’m glad Caleb is with him, and I’m also glad you will join him for Christmas.”
Trish wiped the glistening in her eyes. “I haven’t been able to reach them this morning. I received a text 
earlier from him saying he would call me as soon as he could. He said they both were fine. I didn’t want to give him the news in a text.” Trish frowned.
“I’m sure he’s probably already heard about it.”
“He’d be here if he could get away, you know that.”
She sighed. “Of course. I guess he’ll get a new partner now that Thomas is...” her voice trailed off.
Trish placed her hand on her shoulder. Without saying another word, she turned and walked into the kitchen.
She returned shortly with a silver tray and set it on the table. 
It held several sausage links, biscuits, butter, and a bowl of chocolate gravy. 
Smiling, Millicent said, “Mm, it looks delicious. She forced a smile on her face and whispered, “Thank you for breakfast. It looks delicious.”
“You’re more than welcome. I know how Jarrett loves my homemade biscuits and chocolate gravy, so I made extra for him.”
They glanced down at all the food on the table and laughed, as the children entered the room.
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Chapter 5
Jarrett and Amanda


Jarrett smiled when he saw Amanda in the hallway. 
“Hi, Mandy.”
“Hi, Jarrett, I brought my horse barn and collection over to play with you.”
“Thanks, we’ll play after breakfast. Where’s Caleb?”
“He’s with Daddy. They got to go on a sudden trip for Daddy’s work.”
He laughed. “Oh, I bet you’re mad.”
“You bet I’m mad! Daddy now owes me two trips. If I hadn’t been in the parade, I could have gone with them!”
“Well, at least you got me.”
Amanda followed him into the kitchen. “Yeah, I’m glad about that, too.”
“Me too,” he whispered as he walked to the table.
They sat down and filled their plates with the food. 

      [image: ]“Oh, no, it’s snowing hard again. If it keeps snowing like that, we’re going to have record snow this year,” Trish teased as the children joined them.
Jarrett grinned. “I hope it gets ten feet deep!”
Amanda chimed in, “No, fifteen deep!”
“You two kids are crazy! That much snow and we’ll have to tunnel through the entire town just to move around,” Millicent playfully fussed. She was glad to see him smiling.
“Why is it kids want it to snow, and parents want it to stop? Oh, I know, because it will keep them out of school,” Trish quipped as Amanda and Jarrett began to eat.
“I do hope it’s enough to keep us out of school,” Amanda confessed. “And that’s not a joke.”
“I’m with you on that,” Jarrett chimed in.
Millicent shook her head. “We have you all in a private school, isn’t that enough?” She asked with a laugh, “Will you two ever love school?”
The two friends exchanged glances and answered together, “No!”
After the laughing ceased, Trish teased, “Okay, keep dreaming. In the meantime, eat.”
After Jarrett and Amanda had finished eating, they stood from the table and went off to play as Millicent’s phone rang. She quickly picked it up and looked at it. “It’s the Highway Patrol.”
Trish stood and walked to the chair where she sat, placing her arm around her.
After listening to the officer confirm her fears, she thanked him, ended the call, and held the phone in her hands, crying. “Oh, Thomas, Garrett.”
“What did they say, Millicent?”
“The highway patrol has tracked Thomas’ GPS.” She stared at her friend. “I heard the crash. While I was on the phone, I heard the vehicle crash into a guardrail.”
“Did they find Daddy’s SUV?” Jarrett asked, racing into the dining room. 
She reached out and touched his shoulder.
He squared his shoulders and looked her in the eye. “Tell me what they found, Momma.”
She cleared her throat and wiped her face. “The snowstorm prevented a thorough search last night, but this morning, the rescue team searched the stretch of road where Thomas and Garrett had been traveling, tracking your father’s GPS to this particular spot, and then the signal disappeared.”
“What does that mean, Momma?”
“They found a damaged guardrail which looked as though a vehicle careened through. Pieces of a vehicle were scattered on this section of highway. They also found your father’s wallet.”
Jarrett looked down. “What caused them to crash?”
She shook her head. “Most likely, your father lost control on the icy roads and flew over a guardrail.”
Jarrett shook his head, “Have they found the SUV?”
“No, son, they haven’t. The ravine is quite deep as is the snow there.”
“I can’t believe they’re gone. I mean, there’s no way of knowin’ for sure since they can’t find the SUV, right?”
“It’s because it’s more than likely at the bottom of the ravine, Son,” She struggled to speak through the tears. “They can’t get to it. That section is at the crest of the mountain pass.”
Trish approached Jarrett and touched his shoulder. “I know the stretch of road they’re talking about, Jarrett. There is a deep crevice at the bottom of the ravine.”
Millicent groaned. “Yes, I know the area as well. They will never be able to find the SUV, Honey, I’m sorry, but nobody could survive a crash from that height.”
Jarrett shook his head as he leaned against the door and stared off into space.
“Jarrett, come here, sweetheart,” She whispered through tears.
“Can I go back to the playroom?”
She looked at Jarrett with profound sadness, whispering, “Yes, you can.”

      [image: ]Amanda and Jarrett walked into the playroom and sat on the floor. As they set out Amanda’s barn and horses, Amanda looked at him.
“I’m sorry about your daddy and Garrett.”
He could not bring himself to meet her gaze. “Thanks.” His shoulders slumped as he thought of them.
“I wish I could take your sadness away, Jarrett.”
“Thanks, Amanda. C’mon, let’s play.”
“Alright.”
The two children played together silently, but without their usual enthusiasm.






  
  [image: ]
Chapter 6
The Goodbye


When the evening arrived, Trish and Amanda prepared to go home. 
Millicent and Jarrett stood with their friends at the front door.
Trish hugged Jarrett. “I love you, Kid.”
“I love you too, Aunt Trish."
Trish turned toward Millicent as Jarrett glanced at Amanda.
“Have fun, Amanda.”
“Thank you, Jarrett.”
Trish hugged Millicent. “If you two need me at all, please call me, okay? We will be in town until tomorrow night.”
“We will, and thank you, for spending the day with us, Trish.”
“I’ll check on you tomorrow.”
“Alright. Please call me and let me know you got home safely.”
“We’re just five blocks away, honey.”
“Please, call me when you get there,” Millicent said with urgency.
“Okay, I will. Try to get some rest.”
“I will,” she answered as she turned and hugged Amanda. “Have fun on your trip, sweetheart.”
“I will, thank you Aunt Millicent. I love you.”
“I love you too, sweetie.”
After she had locked the door, she looked at Jarrett somberly.
“Momma, can I go to my bedroom?”
She bent down and gently caressed her son’s cheek before she kissed him on his forehead. “Sure, go ahead.”
Jarrett said nothing, but simply nodded and walked away.
After he had walked up the stairs and disappeared down the hallway, she walked to a nearby window and gazed out at the falling snow.
How she wished she could take his pain away. It takes time, and eventually he will be able to go on.
Millicent had told this to herself repeatedly, but at that moment, she did not believe it any more than Jarrett would have if she had said those words aloud to him.
Her mind traveled back to the last conversation she had shared with Thomas and Garrett.
[image: ]
Millicent and Thomas stood inside the living room near the front door. Thomas hugged Millicent closely as she kissed his cheek. “I love you, Thomas.”
“I love you too, Millie.”
He kissed her passionately as Garrett walked down the stairs. He smiled at his parents as he placed his luggage onto the floor in front of the door.
She withdrew from Thomas and approached Garrett. She pulled him close and hugged him tight.
“I love you, Garrett. You have fun with Daddy, Nathan, and Caleb this week.”
“Okay, Momma, but I am gonna miss Jarrett. This trip was supposed to be for all of us boys.”
“I know, sweetheart, but he’ll make the trip next time to the cabin. Try not to worry about your brother. He will want you to enjoy yourself.”
“Yeah, that’s what he said. I love you, Momma.”
“I love you, too. At least Caleb will be with you.”
“Yeah, it’ll make things easier.”
She hugged her son once more before he walked out the door and to the car.
Feeling Thomas wrap his arms around her, she whispered, “I love you, Tommy. Call me when you arrive at the cabin tonight.”
“I will, darlin.’ I
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