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Chapter 1. The Girl Who Listened to the World

Yoni's home was never entirely quiet. Her mother told stories while cooking, Grandma called with news of the kitten, and Dad loved explaining why animals lived where they did. At eight, Yoni already understood that the world was far larger than her street.

Some evenings Yoni listened to her mother recalling her own childhood; on others Grandma called with news of the kitten. After everyone went to sleep, Yoni opened the atlases on the shelf. She remembered not just what the programme had said about penguins but the way the light broke across the snow. When Mum set her drawing on the desk, Yoni grinned at the thought of needing more and more sheets of paper. There were so many corners of the world she still wanted to draw.

One evening a nature programme showed emperor penguins sheltering their eggs from Antarctic winds. The next morning Yoni asked her mother why polar bears did not live beside them. They opened an atlas together and found the Arctic and Antarctica at opposite ends of the Earth. Yoni remembered the difference immediately.

Before bed she drew a penguin on blue ice, adding the delicate shadows she had noticed on screen. 'At two you drew cats with enormous whiskers,' Mum said. 'Now you draw entire worlds.' Yoni laughed. 'Then I'll need more paper.'


Chapter 2. The Secret Beneath the Globe

On Sunday Yoni helped her mother clear an old cupboard. Behind yellowed postcards they discovered a heavy globe with a brass stand. Yoni recognised Lake Victoria on the map of Africa. 'It belonged to your great-grandfather,' Mum explained. 'He loved travelling and sending letters.'

There were fine scratches across the oceans on the old globe, but the continents were carefully marked. The note inside its hidden drawer carried words in several languages. Mum read the English word 'Listen' aloud. Yoni pointed to 'Écoute' and 'Escucha': French and Spanish ways of saying the same thing. She sounded them out carefully, because knowing a word and pronouncing it well were different skills. Together they studied the seven small stars on the paper, wondering what sort of journey could begin inside an ordinary cupboard.

Under the base, Yoni found an inscription: 'Do not seek the shortest road. Seek the most important question.' A tiny drawer clicked open. Inside lay a folded sheet marked with seven stars and words in several languages.

Mum read 'Listen.' Yoni pointed to 'Écoute' and 'Escucha'. 'French and Spanish,' she said. 'They mean the same thing. Why?' Mum smiled. 'Perhaps the globe wants us to listen before we begin exploring.'


Chapter 3. Emily in the Park

On Monday Yoni wore a yellow top, navy dungarees and green socks. Martin and Annie were studying animal pictures in the park. 'What's that duck-billed creature?' Martin asked. 'A platypus,' Yoni replied. 'It's a mammal that lays eggs.' 'How do you know?' Annie gasped. Yoni shrugged. 'Well, I just know.'

That morning Yoni wore a yellow top, navy overalls and her favourite green socks. Before Emily arrived, Martin and Annie had been puzzling over a picture of a platypus. Yoni explained that it was a mammal that laid eggs, and the children stared at the strange beak. Once Emily was safely reunited with her grandmother, Martin asked how Yoni could speak English so naturally. Yoni only shrugged. 'Well, I know.' Then she reminded him that he could repair bicycles better than anyone in their group.

A frightened girl approached the swings. 'Excuse me, I can't find my grandmother.' Yoni answered in fluent English: 'Don't worry. We'll help you. Where did you last see her?' The others stared while Yoni calmly worked out that Grandma was waiting by the fountain.

After they reunited the family, Martin said, 'You speak English like someone in a film!' 'I speak English,' Yoni replied. 'And you can fix bicycles.' She did not think knowledge was a competition. She was simply glad Emily felt safe again.


Chapter 4. Grandma’s Kitten

Grandma's house smelled of baked apples. A little kitten with a white mark on its nose met Yoni at the door and rubbed against her knees. 'It recognised my footsteps!' Yoni exclaimed. Grandma set down fresh water. 'Water first, games later,' she reminded her.

Grandma's house smelled of baked apples. The kitten, with a white spot on its nose, rubbed against Yoni's knees as soon as she arrived. Outside, the neighbour's dog Ronnie began barking at a hedgehog. Yoni kept the dog back and called the adults rather than trying to pick up the frightened animal. Hedgehogs ate insects and other small invertebrates, she explained. Later she drew the kitten curled beside the window, and Grandma brought out an old childhood drawing. Even at two, Yoni had noticed the whiskers.

Outside, a neighbour's dog barked at a hedgehog. Yoni kept the dog back and called the adults. 'Hedgehogs eat insects and other small invertebrates,' she explained, 'but we should leave this one alone.' The hedgehog disappeared beneath a bush.

That evening Yoni drew the sleeping kitten. Grandma found one of her drawings from when she was two. Even then, she had noticed the shape of ears and whiskers. 'That's where a cat's character lives,' Yoni said, shading her picture.


Chapter 5. A Song in the Square

At the town festival Yoni wore a red skirt and a white blouse. Her mother held her hand as they passed the stage. When the host invited children to perform, Yoni hesitated only a moment before stepping forward.

For the town celebration Yoni had chosen a red skirt and a white blouse. Mum held her hand as they passed the stage. When the presenter invited children to sing, Yoni hesitated, then stepped forward. She did more than remember the tune: her face and gestures brought the story of the song to life. After the applause, another girl asked which singing school she attended. Yoni said she sang at home with Mum and listened to lots of music. She was already looking for her mother in the crowd rather than waiting for compliments.

She began to sing. Her voice was clear and expressive; people stopped talking, and even a little dog turned its head towards the music. When the final note faded, the square burst into applause.

'Who taught you to sing like that?' another child asked. 'I love singing,' Yoni answered. She ran back to Mum, more excited by her warm hug than by the applause.


Chapter 6. The First Star

That evening the globe clicked again. A second note appeared beneath the brass stand: 'The first star is not far away.' Beside the sentence was a drawing of a bridge.

A second sheet appeared beneath the brass stand, showing a bridge and the message, 'The first star is not far away.' Yoni translated it at once. She and Mum travelled by bus to the riverside, where a sign described birds migrating thousands of kilometres. A little box nearby held no jewels, only a postcard from Yoni's great-grandfather: 'The first star is caring for the places we share.' Yoni realised that a good memory would not be enough to solve the mystery. Sometimes she would need to do something kind and useful.

Yoni and her mother searched their town map. Several bridges crossed the river, but one stood beside a community garden where volunteers cared for birds and plants. Yoni wondered whether the clue was about a place or something people did there.

They visited the garden and helped repair a bird feeder. Under its wooden roof they found a small painted star. The globe's mystery, Yoni realised, was leading them towards acts of curiosity and kindness.


Chapter 7. The Visitor from Kenya

A conservationist from Kenya visited Yoni's school with photographs of the savannah. He explained how drought changes the lives of elephants, zebras and giraffes. Yoni listened intently, although she already knew that giraffes have seven neck vertebrae, just like humans.

The visitor from Kenya showed photographs of the savanna and of elephants moving in a herd. Yoni knew that giraffes had seven neck vertebrae, just as people did, but she listened before speaking. Asked why the young elephants stayed near the centre, she said it helped keep them protected. Martin whispered, 'You know that too?' She smiled: 'Well, I know.' Before leaving, their guest taught her 'jambo', a commonly used Swahili greeting. At home, Mum helped her look for more reliable ways to learn the language.

When a classmate asked what elephants ate, Yoni said they were herbivores, feeding on grasses, leaves, bark and other plants. The visitor added that their diets vary with the season and the habitat. Yoni was delighted to learn something new.

After the talk, a boy whispered, 'Do you know everything?' 'Not even close,' she said. 'That's the interesting part.'


Chapter 8. A Map of Rain

A storm swept over town one afternoon. Yoni watched the clouds gather while her mother checked the forecast. They talked about how warm, moist air rises and how cooling water vapour forms clouds.

During the storm, Yoni watched the clouds change shape and sketched them in pencil. She wondered why some tropical regions received far more rain than their own town. The next day, instead of drawing only a sun and a cloud for her water-cycle poster, she showed evaporation, condensation and precipitation. A younger pupil struggled with the word 'condensation'. Yoni did not recite a definition. She pointed to the droplets gathering on a cold bottle, and suddenly the boy understood. Explaining something, she discovered, could be more satisfying than knowing it.

Yoni drew a map of the weather, marking the direction of the wind and the places where puddles gathered. A neighbour's cat had sheltered beneath a parked car; Mum helped make sure it could reach a dry spot safely.

When the rain stopped, Yoni compared her drawing with the real sky. 'A map isn't just about countries,' she said. 'It can help us notice what is changing.'


Chapter 9. Conversations at Dinner

At dinner Dad told Yoni about a colleague who had visited Iceland. 'How do people keep warm there?' she asked. They looked up geothermal energy and discussed how heat from beneath Earth's surface can warm homes.

At dinner Dad told them about a colleague who had visited Iceland. Together they investigated geothermal energy and how people can use heat from the Earth. Mum remembered her first flight and admitted how frightened she had been. 'So you can be brave and still feel afraid?' Yoni asked. 'Exactly,' Mum replied. Later Yoni drew an aircraft above the ocean, and beneath it a little house with bright windows. She loved hearing about distant countries, but she loved the evenings when all three of them sat around the table even more.

Dad described volcanic landscapes, hot springs and the custom of gathering in warm pools. Yoni wanted to know how people greeted one another in Icelandic. They listened to the pronunciation together and tried it out, laughing at their mistakes.

'You make every meal an expedition,' Mum said. 'Only because you both answer my questions,' Yoni replied. Dad raised his glass: 'To the next question!'


Chapter 10. The Secret Language of Birds

During a walk with Mum, Yoni heard a steady tapping from a tree. 'Woodpecker,' she said before they spotted it. She explained that birds use calls for different purposes, including contact and warnings.

On their walk Mum heard a persistent tapping from a tree. 'Woodpecker,' Yoni said before they saw it. Another child wanted to know how the bird managed to peck without hurting itself. Yoni explained that its body and behaviour were adapted for the task, but she did not pretend to know every detail. That evening she and Mum listened to recordings of bird calls. Some were so alike that Yoni could not tell them apart. She laughed: 'Even birds have words that are difficult for me to recognise.'

They listened without approaching the nest. Yoni knew that a bird's habitat and food were connected: woodpeckers often search for insects in wood and bark. A robin nearby sang a very different song.

'Are you translating them?' Mum teased. 'Not exactly,' Yoni said. 'I'm learning to listen.'


Chapter 11. The Japanese Crane

At a children's festival, a volunteer showed visitors how to fold paper cranes. Yoni greeted her with a careful 'Konnichiwa' and asked whether she had pronounced it correctly.

At a children's festival, Yoni greeted the volunteer at the origami table with 'Konnichiwa' and politely asked whether she had said it correctly. Annie folded two cranes while Yoni was still trying to fix the wing of her first one. 'I thought you could
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