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	The Privilege
of Parenting

	“Children are a heritage from the LORD, offspring a reward from him. Like arrows in the hands of a warrior are children born in one’s youth. Blessed is the man whose quiver is full of them. They will not be put to shame when they contend with their opponents in court.”

	Psalm 127:3-5 NIV

	Children are a gift from God! I didn’t say parenting was easy, but God gives us kids as a gift to bring joy, life, and growth into our lives. And you as the parent are a gift to them to bring love, strength, protection, and growth into their lives. 

	Be careful of negative attitudes towards kids or parenting that can be acceptable in our culture, like treating children as a pain, or as something we tolerate. And while there are plenty of trying, frustrating, and painful times in parenting, there are also times of great peace, joy, and fulfillment in raising your children. One of the main reasons why people see parenting as a bother has more to do with the lack of training the parent has than it does with the overall role of being the parent or guardian of a child.

	“Discipline your children, and they will give you peace;

	they will bring you the delights you desire.”

	Proverbs 29:17 NIV

	 Learning to lead, guide, and parent your child the way the Bible teaches us to do will most often result in your child growing up to bring joy to you and the world around them. Now, I note, “most often,” because even if you made no mistakes as a parent, which is impossible, God has given each of us the freedom to choose our path. Just like with Adam and Eve: God was the perfect parent, but also gave them the freedom to choose. And then He stayed with them and helped them walk out the consequences of their choices.

	We want to equip ourselves to be the most effective parents according to God’s Word, but we’ll also need to learn to trust God and the lessons that we’ve taught them as we release them in their young adult years. 

	“Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it.”

	Proverbs 22:6 NIV

	This book will be a journey of discovering what the Bible says about how to parent and raise children. Since God is the creator of life and hand formed each of our kids in the womb with care, intention, and purpose, then it makes sense to start by going to Him and His Word on the fundamentals of healthy parenting. 

	We’ll be reviewing seven Biblical principles for parenting. These will support new parents as well as encourage parents or grandparents at every stage of raising children. Most often, the principles of shaping our incredible gifts from God remain the same through their development. They may look a little different or need to be applied differently, but they are guiding principles to raise and release healthy and thriving children into the world!

	“Like arrows in the hands of a warrior are children born in one’s youth. Blessed is the man whose quiver is full of them.”

	Psalm 127:4-5 NIV

	Psalm 127 says that kids are like arrows in the hands of a warrior! That’s incredible! That means that God intends for us and our children to make an impact on the earth. As parents, we’re not just keeping little humans alive, we’re shaping arrows. It’s a sad day if a warrior is facing an enemy only to find his arrows have not been prepared well to fly. 

	As you’re raising your children, think about the future impact and kingdom advancement. Often the greatest frustrations in parenting can come when we forget the big picture of what we’re preparing them for. There will be weary and tiring days as you’re shaping those little arrows, but don’t grow weary because all of your attention and preparation will be rewarded.

	“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”

	Galatians 6:9 NIV
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	Children Need
Parents

	“All your children shall be taught by the LORD,

	And great shall be the peace of your children.”

	Isaiah 54:13

	Parents are essential to the health and future potential of a child. You’re not just keeping them alive; you are a primary indicator of their success. If you look at the quality of the life the parent or adult creates in a home, that is generally setting the tone for the future of that child except for those few who break the mold.

	Be suspicious of anyone teaching that less parent involvement is better for kids. It’s an attack on families that comes around from time to time to harm the next generation. Rather, the Bible calls us to an intentional and active role in our kids’ lives. I remember being younger and hearing parents saying “I don’t want to influence my child, but just let them make their own decision.” This was said mainly about religion but is now used for all areas of life and even a child's gender. The truth however is that while you may get cultural applause for this form of distant parenting, it’s not healthy for your child’s formation and it’s not Biblical.

	God designed the family with a father and mother and then placed children in their care. If God felt children were better left alone to figure out life on their own, he would have given that command. Instead through the Bible, God gives strict penalties to parents who neglect to care for and discipline their children.

	Children who are away from God

	A note to parents reading this who may have a child who is estranged from you and/or distant from God: while you may not be able to have direct contact to be able to parent them, it’s key to use your spiritual authority as the parent to be praying for them. Here’s a verse to remind you of the power of God’s Word to call your wayward child back to God:

	“Train up a child in the way he should go,

	And when he is old he will not depart from it.”

	Proverbs 22:6 NKJV

	And if you’re wishing you had this knowledge to teach them God’s ways sooner, don’t allow that shame to get the better of you; instead, acknowledge your shortcomings to God and then begin to pray for divine interruptions in their lives that will lead them to Jesus. 

	THE FATHERLESS

	As followers of Jesus, it’s also important to note our call to care for the fatherless; those orphaned or in foster care systems. We can’t solve all problems or answer every scenario, but ask God to show your family how you can be a part of the solution of fatherlessness in our culture.

	“He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the foreigner residing among you, giving them food and clothing.”

	Deuteronomy 10:18 NIV

	Note as well that sometimes a child may have a father figure that is distant or harmful to them, and while you’re not replacing them as their natural father or mother, it’s part of our privilege to do all we can to care for and provide leadership and guidance to the fatherless. The lack of parental involvement is massive in much of the world today. The void of fathers is a primary contributor to many of the statistics of prison, drug abuse, violence, unwanted pregnancies, and more. The presence of parents is what keeps the enemy at bay and keeps a child heading towards life and peace.

	I see you dad AND MOM!

	Great parenting can often just begin by being present. Showing up to the moment. Being present in their development, victories, and struggles. Not always to rescue them or remove them, but to walk with them and teach them through the seasons of life.

	One of the simple and instinctive ways you can see the value of a parent is when you’re at an event that your child is a part of, for example, a play or sports. When they come on the scene, they are always scanning the audience until they lock eyes with their parent. A huge smile comes to their face and then they can do their thing. It’s your presence that makes a massive difference in their mental, emotional and physical state. 

	Show up and be present with your kids!
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	Healthy Parent 
= 
Healthy Child

	“The godly walk with integrity; blessed are

	their children who follow them.”

	Proverbs 20:7 NLT

	Before we get into the seven Biblical focuses of parenting, it’s important to be reminded that one of the primary ways you raise a healthy child is by being a healthy adult. Not a perfect parent, but a healthy one. One that is applying and growing in the Biblical principles being taught in this book. So, as you go through the rest of the book, before you start teaching or changing how you lead your child; first ask and consider how you can apply that principle to your own life. I cannot expect my child to “do I say, not as I do.” That just doesn’t work. 

	Our kids will replicate our attitudes and actions

	whether we like it or not.

	Don’t allow this reality to get you discouraged or stuck in shame. But, let this be an encouragement to do the work of dealing with our issues so that we can pass along to our children Biblical principles as best as we can. Also, often as adults, we’re living out the pain of our own childhood. Don’t be embarrassed, but whatever your past is, take the time to get healing, deliverance, or whatever is needed to heal. Your kids will have their own giants they will have to face; but make sure you take care of yours so that they don’t have to deal with them both. 

	The
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