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The stars start to flicker and warp as our therapy pod approaches its destination.

“It really helped the Rexroat-Ndirangu-Carrows,” I say, through the mouth of my quantum-linked clone. “They’ve never been happier together.”

“Put everything in perspective.” Sienna’s vatgrown face is unreadable as their real one. “I heard.”

“We used to say it, right?” My clone’s throat is somehow too small, or maybe the gravity is already crushing it shut. “That we wanted to get old and die together?”

Sienna’s clone doesn’t answer. The therapy pod shudders, stretches, shields strained to breaking. We fall together into the supermassive black hole.




* * *




Rich Larson (ANNEX, TOMORROW FACTORY) is a Canadian author born in Galmi, Niger. His work has been translated into over a dozen languages, among them Polish, French, Romanian and Japanese, and his story “Ice” was recently adapted for LOVE DEATH + ROBOTS. Find him at patreon.com/richlarson.
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We went on several dates. We talked a lot, but I wasn’t sure. There was something different about him.

We were kissing one night, when his hair came off. It surprised me. Not his baldness, but because underneath, it was all metal.

A bot?

He stuttered for minutes. I short-circuited something.

For weeks, I didn’t hear from him.

I missed him. He talked about what life meant with me, trying to connect. After all the failed dates, I felt a real bond.

My ::SmartLink:: must’ve felt my intention. It called him. His monotone voice said my name. My heart sang.




* * *




D.A. Xiaolin Spires steps into portals and reappears in sites such as Hawai’i, NY, various parts of Asia and elsewhere, with her keyboard appendage attached. Her work appears or is forthcoming in publications such as Clarkesworld, Analog, Strange Horizons, Nature, Terraform, Uncanny, Fireside, Galaxy’s Edge, StarShipSofa, Andromeda Spaceways (Year’s Best Issue), Diabolical Plots, Factor Four, Lady Churchill’s Rosebud Wristlet, Toasted Cake, Pantheon, ROBOT DINOSAURS, Shoreline of Infinity, Mithila Review, Reckoning, Issues in Earth Science, Liminality, Star*Line, Polu Texni, Eye to the Telescope, Liquid Imagination, Little Blue Marble, Story Seed Vault, and anthologies of the strange and beautiful: Deep Signal, Ride the Star Wind, Sharp and Sugar Tooth, Broad Knowledge, Make Shift and Battling in All Her Finery. Select stories can be read in German, Spanish, Vietnamese, Estonian, French and Japanese translation. She can be found on Twitter: @spireswriter and on her website: daxiaolinspires.wordpress.com.








  
  
  Honey and Apples by A. P. Howell

  
  




The knife scrapes the rim of the glass jar, coming away with a thin strand of gold. Like cheap jewelry covered with a gold wash, creating an illusion of great value.

There used to be bottles shaped like bears: whimsical, disposable, plastic. Now glass jars are reused. They seem bigger every year as bees grow ever more rare.

The apple is small and soft, the skin bruised and broken even before the knife touches it.

There used to be better apples: healthy, varied, colorful, juicy. Delicious. But this is all that remains to mark the beginning of a new year.




* * *




A. P. Howell’s short fiction has appeared in Daily Science Fiction, Little Blue Marble, and Community of Magic Pens. She tweets @APHowell and her website is aphowell.com.








  
  
  The Husband by Lettie Prell

  
  




—Good morning. What can I do for you?

—Doctor, it’s my husband here. He’s not himself.

—When did he die?

—Last year.

—My condolences.

—We were getting along so well at first. I felt it was really him.

—I see by his chart he tested satisfactory. Let’s activate him and have a look-see. <click>

—Sir? How do you feel?

—I am complete neither male nor female nor young nor old nor…

<click>

—I see the problem. We’ll do an erase and restore from back-up.

— <sigh of relief> Thank you.




* * *




Lettie Prell’s science fiction stories have appeared in WIRED, Tor.com, Clarkesworld, Analog, and Apex Magazine, reprinted in a number of anthologies including The Best American Science Fiction and Fantasy, and translated into several languages. She is a life-long Midwesterner, and currently lives in Des Moines.
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The classified ad was brief: Quill pen from the year 1215. $500.

Successful antiques dealers can’t afford to tarry. I phoned the seller immediately. “It’s authentic.” An odd accent.

“Provenance?”

“I’m a time travelling tourist. I went to see the Magna Carta ratification. I swiped the pen for a souvenir just before they signed it.”

I ended the call. Time travel—no way! Besides, if the Magna Carta had been signed back then, the 21st century would be different. I kissed my framed picture of World King Harry, donned my feathered cape, and went to watch the daily executions.




* * *




Holly Schofield travels through time at the rate of one second per second, oscillating between the alternate realities of city and country life. Her stories have appeared in Analog, Lightspeed, Escape Pod, and many other publications throughout the world. You can find her at hollyschofield.wordpress.com.
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