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			 Opening the Study

			
			   “Our Lord Jesus Christ, please help us to receive Your Word with open minds and hearts, judging only with righteous judgment.  Please help us to be wise and alert so that we are not misled.  Please bless this study, Lord.  Please help us to be filled with and to exude the fruits of the Spirit, which are: Peace, Love, Joy, Patience, Goodness, Kindness, Faithfulness, Gentility, Humility, and perhaps above all, Self-Control.  Please help us to be good servants, good friends, and good neighbors: encouraging and receiving one another in and with love.  Please be with us in this study of Your temptations, that we might better understand our own temptations, and be convicted and saved in our acknowledgment of our failures.  That we might better endure as temptation comes upon us.  Thank You, Lord, for Your mercy and Your grace.  Thank You for Your Word.  Thank You for Your love.  In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, Yeshua, Yehoshua, son of God, Amen.”

			
			   The temptations of Christ are recorded in the book of Matthew, and then again in the book of Luke. 

			
			   First we’ll read Matthew Chapter 4 verses 1-11 completely through, then we’ll look at them each in detail.  

		

		

		
			The Author of Matthew

			
			   Yet, before we start reading, we should ask: who is the author?  Who is Matthew?  And though we might spend a great deal of time talking about who he was as a person, what we need to establish for this session is that Matthew is one of the twelve disciples chosen by Jesus Christ.  This account then comes from a firsthand witness and companion of the Lord. 

			
			   Now, if you investigate, you will find that some would argue that the author of the book is anonymous.  Though, not long after Matthew died, Papias of Hierapolis – who lived from 60-130 A.D. – gives credit to Matthew as the author, which then would have been the common understanding at the time as the Gospel of Matthew was extremely popular and widely distributed.  There are many respected 1st and 2nd century historians and theologians who have also given credit unto Matthew, as well as innumerous others over the last 2 thousand years.  

			   The argument against his authorship then is comparatively recent, and therefore most speculative as it is furthest from the source.  In the end, of course,  it’s a matter of where you put your faith – but, as we discussed in Session 1 of our study: almost everything is a matter of faith, and where you put it.

		

		

		
			Matthew 4

			

1 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.

			2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred.

			3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread.

			4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.

			5 Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple,

			6 And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.

			7 Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.

			8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them;

			9 And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.

			10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.

			11 Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him.

		

		

		
			Examining Matthew 4

			
   1 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.

			
			Then was Jesus

			
			When?  Right after He was baptized by John the Baptist.  Let’s quickly read what’s happened right before He is led in Chapter 3 verses 13 through 17.

			
Matthew Chapter 3

			13 Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him.

			14 But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?

			15 And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him.

			16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him:

			17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

			
			Led up of the Spirit

			
			Who is leading?  The Spirit.  In the Greek, it’s “pneuma,” meaning breath, spirit, soul.  It is used 385 times in the NT, most often rendered as “Holy Ghost” or “Spirit of God”.

			
			Here also we have a complete manifestation of the trinity:  The voice of the Father, the personage of the Son, and the presence of the Spirit.

			
			Into the wilderness

			

			
			Why the wilderness?  This is a contrast to when Israel was wandering in the wilderness after crossing the Red Sea, escaping the captivity of Egypt.  We’ll find the reason in Deuteronomy Chapter 8 verse 2.

			
Deuteronomy 8

			2 And thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep his commandments, or no.

			
			To be tempted

			
			Tempted?  So, what is a temptation?  Ice cream?  Only if you’re hungry.  In other words, a temptation is something you want.  Though further, the temptation is to prove thee and see if thou wouldst keep his commandments or no.  Whether thou wouldst keep His commandments or no?  The temptation is to sin.

			
			What could possibly be a temptation of the Lord…to sin?  We shall see.  Something the Lord wants, that the act of acting upon would violate His own law.

			
			Of the Devil.

			
			Who?  He who tempts every man to sin.  We cover the enemy in detail in Session 5.

			
			2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred.

			
			

			And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights

			
			Why 40 days and 40 nights?  The Lord is mirroring Moses receiving the Law.  Let’s take a quick look at Exodus Chapter 34, verses 27 & 28.

			
			Exodus 34

			27 And the LORD said unto Moses, Write thou these words: for after the tenor of these words I have made a covenant with thee and with Israel.

			28 And he was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights; he did neither eat bread, nor drink water. And he wrote upon the tables the words of the covenant, the ten commandments.

			
			“For after the tenor of these words” is a bit tricky.  “Tenor” in Hebrew is “peh” (Pey Yod), which means “from the mouth.”  The Pey is also a letter in Hebrew that means mouth.  The Interlinear translation reads “for on the mouth of these words I will cut a covenant”  For after the tenor of these words might perhaps better be understood if expressed as “for by my mouth with these words do I make a covenant with thee.”

			
			When Christ thrice thwarts the tempter, he does it by quoting the Law (The Torah - authored by Moses) all three times.  He also then illustrates that He obeys the Law - the Law that He wrote.

			
			He was afterward an hungred.

			
			Hungered.  Well of course He’s hungered - He hasn’t eaten for 40 days!  “Hungered” in the Greek is ‘peinao,’ meaning famished, but then also same as ‘penace,’ meaning ‘starving.’ 

			
   Christ is 

			   literally 

			   now 

			   starving to death.

		

		

		
			THE FIRST TEMPTATION



			3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread.

			
			And when the tempter

			
			Here he is called “the tempter” by Matthew using the Greek word ‘peirazo.’  The next 2 times he will be called ‘the devil”, or ‘diabolos’ in Greek

			
			This time he doesn’t display power, and simply seems to appeal to reason...perhaps even in an almost nonchalant fashion.  He might even shrug as he says something to the tune of: “Why are you starving to death?  If/Since you’re the Son of God, why not make just these stones into bread and eat and save your life?” 

			
			Remember his conversation with Eve in Genesis 3:1-5:

			
			Genesis 3

			1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?

			2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden:

			3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.

			4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:

			5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.

			
			What is the temptation?  

			   What is the sin?

		

		

		
			
			Well, He’s literally starving to death.  He’s hungry, He’s weak.  He’s been completely alone for over a month, enduring, I imagine, 40 very long days and nights.

			The temptation is to use His authority to turn stones to bread to give Him the sustenance to save His life.

			
			The sin would be not trusting in God to provide for Him as God sees fit - that perhaps God somehow forgot about Him, or wasn’t (isn’t) present and is unaware of His Son’s peril.  The sin is that He knows the path set before Him (He knows He is there to be tempted), yet then He personally changes the course.

			
			4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.

			
			The Lord is quoting directly from Deuteronomy, Chapter 8 verse 3.

			Deuteronomy 8

			3 And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD doth man live.

			
			This passage was addressed to the wandering nation of Israel; about how they were given manna when they needed it, for exactly how long they needed it for – further demonstrated that it (the manna) only ever lasted a single day, except for the manna that fell the day before the Sabbath, for that manna instead lasted 2 days.  God was present, aware of them and their need, and provided for them.

			
			It is by the Lord’s will alone – not by bread nor by luck – that we are alive.  If we are to have the bread to sustain us, the Lord will provide it.  If you need bread, ask.

		

		

		
			
			Matthew 7

			7 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:

			8 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.

			9 Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone?

			10 Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent?

			11 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him?

			12 Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets.

			
			John 6

			32 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven.

			33 For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world.

			34 Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread.

			35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.

			36 But I said unto you, That ye also have seen me, and believe not.

			37 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.

			38 For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.

			39 And this is the Father’s will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day.

			40 And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.

		

		

		
			THE SECOND TEMPTATION



			5 Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple,

			
			Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city,

			
			Now he’s the devil, the ‘diabolos’, and he’s showing off his power – possibly trying to frighten the Lord, if possible.

			The Holy city is Jerusalem, where the temple is located.   (Zerubbabel’s & Ezra’s Temple, then refurbished and expanded by Herod in 20 B.C. - not Solomon’s).

			
			and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple.

			
			A pinnacle is one of the tallest points – at this time about 450 feet up.  Christ is likely holding on for dear life.

			
			6 And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.

			
			Now the devil is scoffing at the Word of God:  “It is written,” he says, throwing it back at Christ.   He’s additionally presenting several subtextual challenges: “Or don’t you trust God?  Or maybe you’re not the Son?  Maybe there is no God – no God here greater than I.”

			
			
			
			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
		

		

		
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
		

		

		
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
		

		

		
			THE THIRD TEMPTATION


			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			

			End of session wrap-up


			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
		

		

		
			Closing prayer:
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