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Allah, the Most High Says;





وَأَنَّ هَذَا صِرَاطِي مُسْتَقِيمًا فَاتَّبِعُوهُ وَلاَ تَتَّبِعُواْ السُّبُلَ فَتَفَرَّقَ بِكُمْ عَن سَبِيلِهِ ذَلِكُمْ وَصَّاكُم بِهِ لَعَلَّكُمْ تَتَّقُونَ ﴿١٥٣﴾






“And verily, this is My straight path, so follow it, and follow not (other) paths, for they will separate you away from His path. This He has ordained for you that you may become Al-Muttaqun (the pious)  

(Al-An'am 6:153)




Allah sent His Messenger Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) with Islam to all of mankind.



As Allah, the Most High, says :




وَمَا أَرْسَلْنَاكَ إِلَّا رَحْمَةً لِّلْعَالَمِينَ ﴿١٠٧﴾






And we sent you not but as a mercy to the Aalameen (Mankind, jinn and all that exists)

(Al-Anbiyaa 21:107)
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Da’wah: the best of deeds
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Da’wah (calling others to Islam and calling Muslims to Eeman) is the best of deeds, because it involves guiding people to the Straight Path, and to that which will bring them happiness in this world and in the Hereafter.


Allah, the Most High Says:





وَمَنۡ اَحۡسَنُ قَوۡلًا مِّمَّنۡ دَعَاۤ اِلَى اللّٰهِ وَعَمِلَ صَالِحًا وَّقَالَ اِنَّنِىۡ مِنَ الۡمُسۡلِمِيۡنَ‏






“And who is better in speech than he who says: ‘My Lord is Allah (believes in His Oneness),’ and then stands firm (acts upon His Order), and invites to Allah’s (Islamic Monotheism), and does righteous deeds, and says: ‘I am one of the Muslims’.

(Al-Fussilat 41:33)
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Da’wah: The mission of Prophets and Messengers
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Calling others to Islam is an honorable mission. This is the work of the prophets and messengers. Allah informed  His Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) to explain that his mission in life, and the mission of his followers, is to call people to Allah.


Allah says :





قُلۡ هٰذِهٖ سَبِيۡلِىۡۤ اَدۡعُوۡۤا اِلَى اللّٰهِ ​ؔعَلٰى بَصِيۡرَةٍ اَنَا وَمَنِ اتَّبَعَنِىۡ​ؕ وَسُبۡحٰنَ اللّٰهِ وَمَاۤ اَنَا مِنَ الۡمُشۡرِكِيۡنَ






“Say (O Muhammad): ‘This is my way; I invite unto Allah (i.e. to the Oneness of Allah — Islamic Monotheism) with sure knowledge, I and whosoever follows me. And Glorified and Exalted be Allah (above all that they associate as partners with Him). And I am not of the Mushrikun (polytheists, pagans, idolaters and disbelievers in the Oneness of Allah; those who worship others along with Allah or set up rivals or partners to Allah)

(Surah Yusuf 12:108)
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Muslims are commanded to call people to Islam
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The Muslims in general and the scholars in particular are commanded to call people to Islam and to remind each other about Eemaan.


Allah says :





وَلۡتَكُنۡ مِّنۡكُمۡ اُمَّةٌ يَّدۡعُوۡنَ اِلَى الۡخَيۡرِ وَيَاۡمُرُوۡنَ بِالۡمَعۡرُوۡفِ وَيَنۡهَوۡنَ عَنِ الۡمُنۡكَرِ​ؕ وَاُولٰٓـئِكَ هُمُ الۡمُفۡلِحُوۡنَ






“Let there arise out of you a group of people inviting to all that is good (Islam), enjoining Al-Ma‘ruf (i.e. Islamic Monotheism and all that Islam orders one to do) and forbidding Al-Munkar (polytheism and disbelief and all that Islam has forbidden). And it is they who are the successful

(Aal 'Imran 3:104)




The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said:



“Convey from me even if it is (only) one ayah.

(Reported by Al-Bukhari)
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What is Da’wah?
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Calling people to Allah is an insurmountably important task and a glorious mission, because it means calling people to worship Allah Alone. It means bringing them forth from darkness to the light, planting goodness in the place of evil, and truth in the place of falsehood.
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Conditions of Da’wah
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Having established that Da'wah is of the utmost importance: whoever engages in it must have knowledge, wisdom, understanding, patience, forbearance, gentleness, and kindness. He needs to give of his wealth and of himself, and he needs to understand people’s circumstances and habits.


Allah says :





ٱدْعُ إِلَىٰ سَبِيلِ رَبِّكَ بِٱلْحِكْمَةِ وَٱلْمَوْعِظَةِ ٱلْحَسَنَةِ ۖ وَجَـٰدِلْهُم بِٱلَّتِى هِىَ أَحْسَنُ ۚ إِنَّ رَبَّكَ هُوَ أَعْلَمُ بِمَن ضَلَّ عَن سَبِيلِهِۦ ۖ وَهُوَ أَعْلَمُ بِٱلْمُهْتَدِينَ






“Invite (mankind, O Muhammad) to the way of your Lord with wisdom (i.e. with the Divine Revelation and the Quran) and fair preaching, and argue with them in a way that is better. Truly, your Lord knows best who has gone astray from His path, and He is the Best Aware of those who are guided.”

(Al-Nahl 16:125)




Allah blessed His Messenger with the words :





فَبِمَا رَحۡمَةٍ مِّنَ اللّٰهِ لِنۡتَ لَهُمۡ​ۚ وَلَوۡ كُنۡتَ فَظًّا غَلِيۡظَ الۡقَلۡبِ لَانْفَضُّوۡا مِنۡ حَوۡلِكَ​ فَاعۡفُ عَنۡهُمۡ وَاسۡتَغۡفِرۡ لَهُمۡ وَشَاوِرۡهُمۡ فِى الۡاَمۡرِ​ۚ فَاِذَا عَزَمۡتَ فَتَوَكَّلۡ عَلَى اللّٰهِ​ؕ اِنَّ اللّٰهَ يُحِبُّ الۡمُتَوَكِّلِيۡنَ






“And by the Mercy of Allah, you dealt with them gently. And had you been severe and harsh-hearted, they would have broken away from about you; so pass over (their faults), and ask (Allah’s) forgiveness for them; and consult them in the affairs.

(Aal ‘Imran 3:159)
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Calling to Islam in the best manner
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The da’iyah (caller) may be faced with debates in his da’wah activities, especially with the People of the Book. Allah has commanded us, if it reaches the point of debate, to debate in a manner that is better. Any debating or comparison and contrasting should come from a place of kindness and gentleness, explaining the principles of Islam as they came, pure and simple, in a calm manner and with no element of compulsion.


Allah says :





۞ وَلَا تُجَـٰدِلُوٓا۟ أَهْلَ ٱلْكِتَـٰبِ إِلَّا بِٱلَّتِى هِىَ أَحْسَنُ إِلَّا ٱلَّذِينَ ظَلَمُوا۟ مِنْهُمْ ۖ وَقُولُوٓا۟ ءَامَنَّا بِٱلَّذِىٓ أُنزِلَ إِلَيْنَا وَأُنزِلَ إِلَيْكُمْ وَإِلَـٰهُنَا وَإِلَـٰهُكُمْ وَٰحِدٌۭ وَنَحْنُ لَهُۥ مُسْلِمُونَ






“And argue not with the people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians), unless it be in (a way) that is better (with good words and in good manner, inviting them to Islamic Monotheism with His Verses), except with such of them as do wrong; and say (to them): ‘We believe in that which has been revealed to us and revealed to you; our Ilah (God) and your Ilah (God) is One (i.e. Allah), and to Him we have submitted (as Muslims).

(Al-‘Ankabut 29:46)
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Reward of Da’wah
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Calling people to Allah is a virtuous deed which brings great reward.


The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said:



“Whoever calls others to guidance will have a reward like the rewards of those who follow him, without that detracting from their reward in any way. And whoever calls others to misguidance will have a burden of sin like the burden of those who follow him, without that detracting from their burden in any way.

(Reported by Muslim)
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