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For my mother

—M.K.

To Paige Gillies

—T.F.



With special thanks to Alice Adamczyk, of the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, for her time and expertise in reviewing this book.
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1
Escape North!



The night was dark. Cricket song filled the air. A woman hid outside a cabin. She whistled a song called “Go Down, Moses.” A line in the song said: “Let my people go.”

Inside the cabin, the slaves knew that Harriet Tubman had come to lead her people out of slavery.
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It was 1851. Harriet Tubman was a conductor on the Underground Railroad. The Underground Railroad wasn’t a real railroad. It was the name people gave the route taking slaves north to freedom.

Years before, a slave had run off. He had seemed to disappear right in front of his owner’s eyes.
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“He must have gone on an underground railroad,” said the owner.

The story spread. There was a way north to the free states! There were people who would help. They would hide you in their homes. These safe houses were stations on the Underground Railroad. Runaways ran from station to station until they reached a state where slavery was against the law.

[image: ]

That Saturday night, ten slaves answered Harriet’s call to freedom. Field slaves had Sundays off, so the bossman wouldn’t know they were gone until Monday. Then he and his dogs would come after them. If they were caught, they would be beaten . . . maybe to death.
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Harriet was there to make sure that didn’t happen. She kept her eyes on one star in the sky—the North Star. She moved quickly, and the runaways followed.

Suddenly, clouds covered the star. Harriet had to make sure she was heading in the right direction. If she didn’t, they could end up back at the plantation!
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Harriet ran her fingers over the bark of the tree nearest her. Daddy Ben had taught her that moss grew on the north side of trees.

I’ll have to find north the way my daddy taught me, she thought.

Harriet closed her eyes and thought back to the lessons of long ago. She thought back to when she was a girl.
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2
Born a Slave



Harriet Tubman was born Araminta Ross in about 1820. As a child, she was called Minty. Later, she took the name Harriet, after her mother, who was called Old Rit.

Harriet was born a slave on a tobacco plantation in Maryland. She and her family were the property of a man named Edward Brodas. That meant they had little say over their own lives. They could even be sold and separated from each other.
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Harriet’s family lived in a small cabin near the master’s house. It had no windows and only a bare earth floor. The family slept on beds made of straw. They used rags for blankets. They didn’t have much to eat.

Harriet didn’t go to school. Slaves weren’t allowed to learn to read or write.

Instead, she helped her mother cook.
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She carried buckets of water to the slaves working in the fields.
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She picked insects off tobacco plants.
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When Harriet was seven, she was sent to work for a neighbor, Mrs. Cook. Mrs. Cook made Harriet wind yarn all day. Sometimes the yarn broke. Then Mrs. Cook got out the whip.

“You stupid girl,” she yelled. “I’ll show you what real work is.”
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Mrs. Cook sent Harriet to work for Mr. Cook. Day after day, Harriet stood in the swamp, checking muskrat traps. Finally, she got sick, and Mr. Cook took her home.
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When she was well, Mr. Brodas sent her into the tobacco fields.

In the fields, slaves worked long hours in the hot sun. If they didn’t work fast enough, they were beaten. It didn’t seem fair to Harriet. Sometimes, she looked up at the sky and watched the birds flying north. She promised herself that one day she too would fly north to freedom.
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3
The Accident



When Harriet was a teenager, a slave working in the fields ran off. The bossman threw a weight at him to stop him. But it hit Harriet instead.
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Harriet wasn’t the same after that. She fell asleep without warning. Sometimes her head would drop in the middle of a sentence and she would be asleep.

These sleeping spells made escape even more dangerous. But Harriet’s mind was made up.
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Daddy Ben, her father, knew Harriet would run. He wanted her to make it when she did. He showed Harriet where to hide in the woods. He showed her which plants and berries were safe to eat. He taught her how to run quickly and silently through the forest.
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Most important, he taught Harriet how to find north.

“See that Big Dipper in the sky,” said Daddy Ben one evening.

Harriet picked out the stars that formed a dipping ladle.

“See that bright star above the bowl?” asked Daddy Ben. “That’s the North Star. Follow it and you’ll be heading toward freedom.”

OEBPS/images/Kull_9780385374798_epub_016_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Kull_9780385374798_epub_015_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Kull_9780385374798_epub_014_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Kull_9780385374798_epub_013_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Kull_9780385374798_epub_012_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Kull_9780385374798_epub_011_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Kull_9780385374798_epub_010_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Kull_9780385374798_epub_toc_r1.jpg
>

CONTENTS





OEBPS/images/Kull_9780385374798_epub_019_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Kull_9780385374798_epub_018_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Kull_9780385374798_epub_017_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Kull_9780385374798_epub_005_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Kull_9780385374798_epub_004_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Kull_9780385374798_epub_002_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Kull_9780385374798_epub_tp_r1.jpg
ESCAPE NORTH!
The Story of Harrief Tubman
Wllmmg’(o‘n 56

.7 Shoe ‘Shop < /
Brodas 3?)%'% /
Plcmtatlon " NE\N
il
born |520

#‘«1 (
(g
) ( : |
W ‘
by Monica Kulling /
illustrated by Teresa Flavin

’/ /,,
e
Random House &k New York

N\





OEBPS/images/Kull_9780385374798_epub_001_r1.jpg
Dear Parent:

Congratulations! Your child is taking
the first steps on an exciting journey.
‘The destination? Independent reading!

STEP INTO READING® will help your child get there. The program offers
books at five levels that accompany children from their irst attempts at
reading to reading success. Each step includes fun stories, fiction and
nonfiction, and colorful art. There are also Step into Reading Sticker Books,
Step into Reading Math Readers, and Step into Reading Phonics Readers—
2 complete literacy program with something to interest every child.

Learning to Read, Step by Step!

Ready to Read Preschool—Kindergarten

= big type and easy words * rhyme and rhythm « picture clues
For children who know the alphabet and are cager to
begin reading.

Reading with Help Preschool-Grade 1

« basic vocabulary * short sentences » simple stories

For children who recognize familiar words and sound out
new words with help.

Reading on Your Own Grades 1-3
« engaging characters * easy-to-follow plots * popular topics
For children who are ready to read on their own.

Reading Paragraphs Grades 2-3

« challenging vocabulary + short paragraphs * exciting stories
For newly independent readers who read simple sentences
with confidence.

Ready for Chapters Grades 2-4

« chapters * longer paragraphs * ull-color art

For children who want to take the plunge into chapter books
but still ke colorful pictures.

STEP INTO READING” is designed to give every child a successful
reading experience. The grade levels are only guides. Children can progress
through the steps at their own speed, developing confidence in their
reading, no matter what their grade.

©000

Remember, a lifetime love of reading starts with a single step!
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