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Welcome to ALADDIN QUIX!

If you are looking for fast, fun-to-read stories with colorful characters, lots of kid-friendly humor, easy-to-follow action, entertaining story lines, and lively illustrations, then ALADDIN QUIX is for you!

But wait, there’s more!

If you’re also looking for stories with tables of contents; word lists; about-the-book questions; 64, 80, or 96 pages; short chapters; short paragraphs; and large fonts, then ALADDIN QUIX is definitely for you!

ALADDIN QUIX: The next step between ready to reads and longer, more challenging chapter books, for readers five to eight years old.
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Cast of Characters

Persephone (purr•SEFF•uh•nee): Red-haired Greek goddess of plants and flowers

Aphrodite (af•row•DIE•tee): Golden-haired Greek goddess of love and beauty

Hestia (HESS•tee•uh): A small, winged Greek goddess, who helps Athena and her friends

Zeus (ZOOSS): Most powerful of the Greek gods, who lives in Sparkle City and can grant wishes

Adonis (uh•DAHN•niss): A cute white bunny boy wearing a rainbow ribbon

What-Ifs (wuht•IFFS): Fearful bunnies that live in a castle in East Mount Olympus

Cut-Ups (CUT•upps): Characters that live in a kingdom in South Mount Olympus

unicorn (YOO•nih•corn): A horselike creature with a tall horn on its head

King Bunny (KING BUHN•nee): Ruler of the Castle of What-Ifs
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“I see it! I see the signpost!” called Persephone. She bounced on her toes in excitement. “The Hello Brick Road splits into two directions up ahead!”

“Yay! I see it too,” said her friend Aphrodite.

They both ran up the Hello Brick Road toward the signpost. The road was made of orange, blue, and pink bricks. It led to places all over Mount Olympus—this magic land where the two girls lived. Right now, they hoped the road would lead them to a treasure. Two stolen jewels!

Persephone reached the signpost first. Her curly red hair swung around her shoulders as she came to a sudden stop.

Oops! She’d stopped so fast that Aphrodite bumped into her from behind. The small crown Aphrodite wore atop her shiny golden hair fell off. And Persephone dropped her silver cane. It had been given to her by Hestia, a tiny flying goddess. It was magic!

Persephone caught the crown before it could hit the ground. She handed it back to her friend.

“That was a lucky catch! Thanks,” Aphrodite said as she put on her crown.

Persephone grinned and patted the four-leaf clovers that grew in her hair. They were the same color as her green eyes. “Yeah, good thing Zeus gave me these lucky clovers. Without them I probably couldn’t have caught it!”

Zeus was a boy about eight years old—the same age as both girls. Yet he was the super-duper powerful king of the Greek gods!

Not long ago, he’d given Persephone the gift of good luck. This made her even better at a magical skill she’d always had—growing plants. In addition to the clovers, flowers grew in her hair. And on her dress!

Aphrodite’s crown had been a gift from Zeus too. It was not only pretty. It also helped her remember to think before she said things that might hurt others’ feelings.

Persephone glanced up at the signpost again. One sign pointed east. It read: TO THE CASTLE OF WHAT-IFS. The other pointed south. It read: TO THE KINGDOM OF CUT-UPS.

She looked over at Aphrodite. “Which way should we go first?”

“Ooh! Pick me!” said the What-Ifs sign.

“No! Pick me!” said the Cut-Ups sign.

Persephone grinned. Here in Mount Olympus, many objects and creatures could speak!

“Give us a minute to think,” she told the signs. She wondered if Athena or Artemis had found any jewels yet. They were Aphrodite’s and Persephone’s other two best friends, who were also searching for treasure. The girls had all first met a few weeks ago. And they’d already had lots of fun and magical adventures together since then!

Aphrodite looked both ways. Then she said to Persephone, “Maybe we should split up? That way, we could each go down a different road to hunt for both jewels at the same time.”
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All four friends had begun their treasure quests earlier that morning, after a mermaid statue had asked Athena for help. Help in finding four jewels—a missing pearl, ruby, emerald, and diamond! Each had been stolen from Thunderbolt Tower. Which was where Zeus lived in Sparkle City, high atop Mount Olympus.

The mermaid knew who the thieves were—Four Magic Winds! The East Wind had whisked away the ruby and hidden it in the East. The South Wind had blown the emerald to the South. So Persephone and Aphrodite had come here, hoping to find them.

Meanwhile, Athena was hunting for the mermaid’s black pearl in the North. It had been whirled away by the North Wind. And Artemis had gone west, because the West Wind had huff-puffed the diamond there.

“It would be more fun to stick together,” Persephone said. She missed their other two friends and didn’t want to go off by herself.

“But splitting up would save time,” said Aphrodite.

Before they could agree on a plan, a sweet little voice spoke to them. “Hello. My name is Adonis Bunnyboy.”

“Huh?” said Persephone. She saw no one up ahead.

“Look down,” Aphrodite said to her. To both girls’ surprise, a snow-white bunny with blue eyes was hopping around their feet! He wore a rainbow-colored ribbon tied into a bow at his neck. The best way to make friends on the Hello Brick Road was to say hello to someone. This bunny must want to be friends!
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“Hello, Adonis. I’m Persephone,” Persephone told the white bunny.

“And I’m Aphrodite. I like your ribbon!” said Aphrodite.

Adonis smiled. “Thanks.” The bunny stood up on his two back legs and looked at them both. “You are the biggest bunnies I’ve ever seen!”

Persephone laughed. “We’re not bunnies at all. We’re girls. Girl goddesses.”

It was true! Hestia had told them so. Persephone, Aphrodite, Artemis, and Athena were still learning how to use their powers, though.

“Are you lost?” Aphrodite asked the bunny.

“Yes,” the bunny said shyly. “I’m trying to find my way back to the Castle of What-Ifs. That’s where I live.”

“You’re in luck!” said Persephone. “Because we’re heading there on a treasure hunt. Right, Aphrodite?” She was sure her friend would change her mind about splitting up now. And she was right.

“Your castle is that way,” Aphrodite said, pointing east. “We’ll go with you to make sure you get home.”

Yay! thought Persephone. Treasure hunting with a friend would be way more fun than doing it alone.

The bunny wiggled his cute pink nose. “Goody!” He hopped up and down. Then he asked, “What’s a treasure hunt?”

“It means we’re hunting for jewels,” Persephone explained, as the three of them headed east.

“The king of The Castle of What-Ifs has a crown with jewels,” said Adonis.

“Really? Is one of the jewels a red ruby?” asked Aphrodite, sounding excited.

Adonis stopped hopping and wiggled his nose, thinking. “I don’t remember.”

Persephone bent down to pat the bunny. Aphrodite did too. Its fur was supersoft. Mmm. And he smelled really nice. Like chocolate and candy sprinkles.
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Adonis looked from Persephone to Aphrodite and back. To their surprise, he said, “I like you. Can I be your pet?”

Was he asking her? Persephone wondered. Or Aphrodite? She wasn’t sure. But right then and there, she fell in love with the bunny. He was so sweet and cute! She’d never had her own pet before.

“You can be my pet,” Persephone and Aphrodite said at the exact same time.

Uh-oh! Aphrodite must like the bunny as much as I do, Persephone thought. She felt a little pain in her heart. Would the bunny like Aphrodite better?

The bunny didn’t say whose pet he wanted to be. Instead, he just said, “Okay! C’mon!” And he began hopping happily along the East Road again.

Aphrodite glanced over at Persephone as they hurried to catch up with Adonis. “You’re probably too busy taking care of your plants to take care of a bunny,” she said.

“No, I’m not,” Persephone replied. “And since bunnies eat plants and I grow them, I can make sure he gets plenty of good food.”

Aphrodite was quiet. “Well, I saw Adonis first,” she finally said. “So it’s only fair that I get to keep him.” She began to walk faster.

Persephone went faster too. Adonis hopped quicker than they could walk, so he still stayed ahead of them.

“No fair! It doesn’t matter who saw him first!” Persephone’s cheeks turned pink with anger. Which was weird, since she hardly ever got mad. But suddenly she found herself wishing that she and her friend had split up. And that Aphrodite had gone south!

Hearing them, the bunny stopped. Its whiskers twitched in alarm. “Eek! Are you two going to fight? I don’t like fighting. What if you start pushing each other? You could fall on top of me. I might get squished!” Adonis sped up his hops, in a hurry to get away from them now.

Up ahead What-Ifs Castle came into view. It had four tall walls with a fancy tower at each corner, but no roof. At its center, a tall, twisted pole poked up toward the sky.

The bunny peeked at them over his shoulder. “Stop following so close! What if you step on my tail?”

“Don’t worry. I’ll be careful,” said Persephone. This little bunny was turning out to be a bit of a scaredy-cat. But that didn’t make her like him any less.




This book is a work of fiction. Any references to historical events, real people, or real places are used fictitiously. Other names, characters, places, and events are products of the author’s imagination, and any resemblance to actual events or places or persons, living or dead, is entirely coincidental.
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