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TO THE READER

Perhaps by now you have come across one of my “Draw 50” books, or perhaps this is the first one you’ve ever picked up. Either way, I hope to show you in this book how to draw a wide variety of creatures—some creepy, some slimy, and others just plain funny (I hope). Where did I come up with this idea, you may ask? Well, mostly from your suggestions. When I’m not working in my studio, I often travel around the country visiting schools and book fairs, talking to people like you to find out what subjects they like to draw best. I have learned that monsters and strange-looking characters are definitely a favorite.

At first glance, the drawings in this book may appear difficult. But if you take your time and carefully follow the step-by-step instructions for each illustration, you will be able to produce a satisfying finished drawing.

To begin, you will need only clean paper, a pencil with moderately soft lead (HB or No. 2), and a kneaded eraser (available at art supply stores). Select the illustration you want to draw, and then very lightly and carefully, sketch out step number one. Then, also very lightly and carefully, add step number two to step number one. These steps, which may look the easiest, are the most important. A mistake here can ruin your entire drawing at the end. And remember to watch not only the lines themselves, but the spaces between the lines to make sure that
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