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They were gone now and that was all right by me. My family, I should say. Now before you go off half-cocked and think of me as a selfish, cold-hearted bitch, hear me out. The kids were long out of college, both of them (a boy and a girl. Pardon me, a grown man and a grown woman), living their own lives in different states, with families of their own that I rarely if ever saw. After all, no one wanted an old lady around to pick up after. 

Okay, I’m exaggerating a bit, but writing fiction is my thing, not that I ever made any money from it. Other than a couple of short stories, I never published even a single book. But there’s still hope. That’s because the truth of the matter is that I’m not old. Not yet anyway. I mean, I’ll never see fifty again, and sixty is so close that I can almost touch it. 

Don’t ask me where the time went. Well, no, scratch that. I know where it went. It went to raising two kids almost entirely on my own, getting them through high school and college, working a dreary day job as a copywriter for a local community college (who forced me into early retirement at fifty-five, by the way, fuck you very much—pardon my French), all while trying to keep my contractor-slash-project manager husband as happy as possible while he slowly drank, smoked, and whored himself into an early grave. 

You’ll have to forgive me. This once promising and once young fiction writer is dropping way too much backstory on you right off the bat, aren’t I? I apologize with all my heart for that. But then, like I said, I never made any money from my fiction, and there’s a reason for that.  

That means, before I jump the shark (thanks Fonzi, I still love you), I should tell you where I’m going at the present time. The quick answer is I don’t know where I’m going. Only that I’m going. That’s right, now that I’ve found myself all alone in a four-bedroom, three-and-one-half bath Colonial my late husband, Dan, and I picked up for a song in the suburbs north of the city back in ’91 when I was pregnant for our first child, I’ve put the place on the market and emptied most of the stuff that filled it by holding a weekend-long major garage sale. 

You might assume that seeing the furniture that my kids used from their early toddler days to their young adult days disappear forever would cause me a certain amount of sentimental remorse, and therefore I could never get myself to actually get rid of it. But nothing could have been further from the truth. Anything that didn’t sell in the garage sale, I donated to charity—beds and all. Even old photographs, diplomas, and clothing were all donated. I just wanted to be rid of it all the same way a snake sheds its skin (okay, a bad metaphor, but you get my meaning). 

With every item...every little piece of my past...that exited this house and my life, I felt just a little bit more of the weight lifted from inside my chest. Wouldn’t I miss the memories all that junk conjured? On the contrary, it was as if my heart and soul were like a computer that had gotten so old and was so used up, that the hard drive no longer had any memory left. But with each piece of furniture, each pile of clothing, each old toy, each box of photos, that were exchanged for a couple of bucks apiece and that I would never see again for as long as I lived, came the free memory space I so desired. 

The same went for Dan’s things. I got rid of it all. Maybe, in the end, I managed to save a few select photos of the kids, like their college graduation photos. The ones with them in cap and gown, smiling so proudly for the camera, my daughter with her hair long, dark hair like mine, smiling beautifully while holding her mortar board in place on her head with one hand so that it didn’t blow away in the spring breeze, and me dressed in a sharp, if not tight red dress that showed off my
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