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			Dedication

			
		
    Dedication 
 
Villains and Victims. The Global Drug, Terrorism, and Organised Crime Conundrum is dedicated to the families of every man, woman, and child killed or injured in this century's terrorist attacks in Casablanca, Madrid, London, Paris, Marrakesh, Brussels, Barcelona, and the USA. Thousands died, tens of thousands were injured, and witnesses to the atrocities from the ambulance, fire, hospital, and police services suffered post-traumatic stress, while families, friends, and communities will still feel the consequences for years to come.
 
Villains and Victims. The Global Drug, Terrorism, and Organised Crime Conundrum are also dedicated to those who suffer the consequences of Moroccan organised crime mafias who traffic drugs through the Netherlands, Belgium, Spain, France, Italy, and Portugal to the rest of Europe. 
 
Villains and Victims. The Global Drug, Terrorism, and Organised Crime Conundrum in addition is dedicated to the millions of drug addicts and alcoholics in the world. They end up in hospitals, prisons, or dead, while their families suffer heartache as they watch loved ones slowly destroy themselves.

      

    



  	
        
            
            In Villains and Victims – The Global Drug, Terrorism, and Organised Crime Conundrum, the author explores the root causes of many of the world's drug-related problems, arguing that they stem largely from flawed global drug laws, misinformation propagated by pharmaceutical companies, and political agendas that are often misguided—or, at times, deliberately self-serving.
By shedding light on these critical issues, this book aims to pave the way for meaningful change by addressing the underlying causes and advocating for more effective solutions.
Through powerful imagery, it captures the devastating consequences of terrorism and organised crime, including photographs of attack sites, memorial plaques, and locations as they stand today. Additionally, it shares firsthand accounts from survivors and families affected by these tragedies, giving voice to their experiences.
Beyond exposing the failures of current policies, the book provides a clear analysis of what constitutes effective and ineffective drug laws, along with evidence-based insights into the most effective treatments for drug addiction and alcoholism. By combining research, experience, and real-world perspectives, it offers a compelling case for reform—one that prioritises truth, compassion, and long-term solutions over fear-driven rhetoric.
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Government drug policies and medical treatments for addiction, pain, and mental health issues intertwine in a way that disproportionately harms the world’s most vulnerable people. Villains and Victims: The Global Drug, Terrorism, and Organized Crime Conundrum reveals how these seemingly unrelated policies form a destructive symbiosis—fuelling addiction, organized crime, radicalization, and even terrorism. What began as an unintended consequence now appears, in many cases, to be deliberate. The public must be made aware of the widespread damage these policies inflict.

For over a century, the ripple effects of ineffective drug laws and flawed substitution treatments have contributed to millions of deaths. Unless these systems are reformed, governments will continue to mislead the public, pharmaceutical companies will profit unethically, and medical professionals will fail to provide the best care for addiction and alcoholism. As a result, countless men, women, and children will keep suffering and dying—not only from substance abuse but also from the violence of terrorism and organized crime.
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The Moroccan Conundrum

During the 2022 FIFA World Cup, Morocco’s football team captured the hearts of millions as the ultimate underdog, embodying the spirit of resilience and unity. Yet, at the same time, some of their countrymen were facing trial for crimes that represent the darkest side of human nature—acts of terrorism and organised crime.

While Moroccan footballers showcased their skill and discipline on the world stage, courts in Paris and Brussels were delivering verdicts in two of the most horrific crimes of the 21st century. In Paris, Belgian-Moroccan Salah Abdeslam was sentenced to life imprisonment without parole for his role in the 2015 terrorist attacks that killed 130 people. The trial also convicted several of his accomplices, including Abdelhamid Abaaoud, a Belgian-Moroccan extremist believed to have orchestrated the attacks before being killed by police.

Both men, along with other key figures in these atrocities, grew up in Molenbeek, a district of Brussels known for its high population of Arab immigrants, economic hardship, and, at one time, the highest concentration of terrorist suspects in Europe.

Meanwhile, in Brussels, six men were convicted of terrorist-related murder and attempted murder for the 2016 bombings that killed 32 people. Prosecutors even sought to strip them of their Belgian and Moroccan nationalities.

Though these crimes were prosecuted separately, an important connection was largely overlooked: the terrorist attacks in Paris and Brussels, organised crime killings in Amsterdam in 2021, and other major violent acts involving Moroccan suspects are interlinked. This pattern extends beyond these cases, encompassing the attacks in Barcelona, London, Madrid, Marrakesh, and Casablanca, as well as the 9/11 attacks. Additionally, the Moroccan mafia in the Netherlands has been responsible for at least 14 murders, and a staggering 1,659 Moroccans have joined ISIS, all in the past 25 years.

Despite this extensive history, the root causes driving Moroccans—and others from different backgrounds—to commit such acts remain inadequately addressed. Simply imprisoning past offenders does little to prevent future crimes. Understanding the motivations behind these atrocities is essential to formulating effective policies that can genuinely reduce the threat.

But are the perpetrators of terrorism and organised crime the only villains in this global crisis? Or, as the author argues, should we also scrutinise the roles of politicians, pharmaceutical corporations, and medical professionals—whose actions, or inactions, may have indirectly contributed to the problem?

The victims of these crimes are well known. They have suffered, and continue to suffer, due to the decisions and failures of others. We owe it to them—not just to punish those responsible—but to challenge the systems that enable such violence to persist. Only by addressing the full scope of the issue can we hope to bring about real and lasting change.
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Eulogio Paz President of the Asociación 11-M Affectados del Terrorismo (Victims Affected by Terrorism) and father of Daniel who was killed along with 191 others in the 2004 Madrid bombings.
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On the morning of 11th March 2004, I was at my workplace when the phone on a colleague’s table rang. Upon answering, a woman asked me if Miguel had arrived; I told her that he hadn’t. “Some bombs have exploded at the Estación de Atocha, and I don't know if something could have happened to him”, she replied. I quickly went online, and checked the route of the trains and where the bombs had exploded. Then, I called Pilar, our son Daniel’s mother. I asked what news she had. She answered, crying, that she had been trying to get in touch with him. I remember a phrase she used in between the tears: "I want to die." 

Then, I called Daniel’s mobile phone, but he didn't answer. I sent a message saying, "Call me". I was slow to react. 

At about ten o'clock that morning, my company arranged a car for me to go and search for Daniel. I went to different hospitals, ending at the Institución Ferial de Madrid (IFEMA) trade exhibition centre where they were providing updates. We were there all that day and night. 

After the DNA tests that were carried out on Pilar and me, they told us that we could leave. They would let us know if they had any news. 

They notified us five days later, on March 16, 2004, to pick up Daniel's body. We took him to a funeral home where we watched over him. He was cremated the next day, on March 17th.

About ten days after Daniel's vile murder, I went to the El Pozo train station. His absence took me to
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