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FOREWORD

Dear Reader,

You are about to embark on your village tour of Ambridge, guided by one of its most high-profile residents – Lynda Snell.

I must explain that Lynda Snell is a strange mixture of human ingredients – indeed, she has sometimes been compared to Marmite. Bossy, interfering, manipulating, devious, deeply delusional, snobbish, no self-awareness, you catch my drift. But she has a good, kind heart, compassion, energy, courage and gets things done! Her vulnerability has thrown new light on understanding her. Marmite indeed! Even after thirty-four years, I still get a kick when someone says, ‘Go on, do the voice!’.

Carole Boyd (Lynda Snell)
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INTRODUCTION

THE CONTROLLER OF Radio 4 said to me that when The Archers is on the air, all is right with the world. For nearly seventy years audiences have been able to enjoy life in Ambridge.

This last year won’t be one to forget for The Archers – Grey Gables blew up and Lynda Snell with it, and for the first time ever we came off air – but every cloud has a silver lining. Lynda is getting better and the enforced break in transmission (we were trying to get the show back on track having binned several weeks’ worth of stories because of the COVID-19 lockdown) gave us the opportunity to visit some of The Archers back catalogue. This has whetted our appetite, so who better to ask than Lynda Snell to use her convalescence and her matchless knowledge of Ambridge to mastermind a quiz that will test your knowledge of The Archers both past and present.

Lynda, now as fit as a fiddle, will take you on a tour around Ambridge – on foot, by bike and occasionally by boat drifting down the Am (but not by car – remember she is the founder member of Ambridge Speedwatch). We start at Lakey Hill, the Mount Olympus of Borsetshire, and take a sort of anticlockwise sweep around one of England’s most famous villages, ending up at the Pargetter pile, Lower Loxley.

However, there is no such thing as a free lunch (even at The Bull), and on your trip Lynda will quiz you. The aim is not so much to test how hard or how long you have been listening to The Archers, but to dunk you in the delicious world of Ambridge trivia, and to let you discover even more about The Archers than you know already.

The questions come in four levels of difficulty:


	The Full Monty – simple questions that even Lynda’s beloved mutt Monty would get right

	The Radio Carter – the kind of question about Ambridge gossip that if you need to phone a friend, the friend on speed dial would be Borchester Radio’s ‘hostess with the mostest’ insider info, the one and only queen of Ambridge gossip, Susan Carter

	The Peggy Woolley – questions that will drill down into The Archers of yore: the kind of question that Peggy ‘misses nothing remembers everything’ Woolley will know the answer to

	The Jim Lloyd – the kind of fiendish question that Lynda’s fellow Bull Brainbox quizzer Professor Jim Lloyd will get right



Each chapter is centred on one of the settings where the key stories of The Archers have taken place: Brookfield, Home Farm, The Dower House, Blossom Hill Cottage, etc. To amuse you while you are travelling from location to location, Lynda will ask you to stop a moment and reflect on all things Ambridge and ask you five sets of more wide-ranging themed questions.

Finally, chapter by chapter there is an accumulator question. Unfortunately you won’t get the answer right unless you read the whole book. That, I am afraid to say, is the kind of person Lynda Snell is. Many of her fellow Ambridgeans have learnt to their cost while appearing in her famed Christmas shows that she is a harsh taskmistress, and one with strong opinions (many of which I have to say as editor I heartily disagree with): once you have started you have to finish, so there is to be no shilly-shallying once you open the book and start to explore the delights of Lynda Snell’s Ambridge. The answer to this brain-teaser is hidden somewhere near the end of the book.

Beware, good luck and ENJOY!

Jeremy Howe, Editor, The Archers

PS: If you need help, there is a handy timeline of The Archers at the back of the book which may give you some clues. If you get really stuck, all of the solutions are near the back too.
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Lakey Hill

WELCOME TO AMBRIDGE! My name is Lynda Snell, and I’m going to take you on a guided tour of the village I am proud to call my home. If you pay close attention, you may perhaps discover the answers to some of the more challenging questions in my quiz book.

We begin our tour at the top of Lakey Hill, with its magnificent view of the surrounding countryside. Behind us rise the slopes of the Hassett Hills, and over in that direction you can just make out the Lower Loxley estate, where we shall be concluding today’s tour.

Looking down from this vantage point, we can see the heart of the village, The Green. Beyond it flows the River Am, and spreading out on all sides is an expanse of fields, hedgerows and woodland. As fine an example of England’s green and pleasant land as you could wish to see. A pastoral idyll, that looks as if it has been there always, perfect and untouched. But a mere five years ago, that entire area was underwater. The river burst its banks, engulfing everything, including my house. And barely had we recovered from that trauma when another existential threat appeared on the horizon, in the shape of an utterly misguided plan to reroute the Borchester bypass, which would have involved driving a four-lane highway right through the heart of the village. The infamous Route B. It seems unbelievable, doesn’t it, that anyone in their right mind could contemplate such desecration.

But I regret to inform you that developers, and indeed certain farmers of my acquaintance, are prone to regard our fields and meadows merely as potential building sites. Many’s the battle I have fought against the despoiling of our precious countryside. Over there, in what is known as Leader’s Wood, it was only my discovery of a rare and protected wild service tree that prevented the felling of that ancient woodland. Down there, in what was once Sawyer’s Farm, I located an exceptional early gentian, protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act of 1981, thus thwarting a particularly unsightly development. I’m convinced it was my discovery of rare brown hairstreak butterflies that tipped the balance, and finally saw off the egregious Route B plan.

I was less successful in my opposition to the building of soi-disant ‘executive’ housing on agricultural land over there at Bridge Farm. It broke my heart to see tons of concrete being poured into what was once not just a field, but an organic wild flower meadow. So much for Bridge Farm organics!

As I guide you around the village, I thought I might set an accumulator to sort the wheat from the chaff, as it were. Within the quiz answers, I have hidden a message for you to uncover. At each location, I will send you in search of a letter, which can be found within the answers. There are fifteen in total, and you will only find the letters by completing the quizzes. Once you have identified them, rearrange the letters and you will find a five-letter word and a ten-letter word.

When you’ve completed my questions about Lakey Hill, look at the answer to question 8. You need the first letter of the first word.
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THE FULL MONTY

1   On a clear day, which group of hills can be seen from the top of Lakey Hill? Is it the Chilterns, the Malverns or the Mendips?

2   East	of the Hill there’s an Ambridge cottage that shares its name with a calendar month. What is it called? There’s a one in twelve chance of being correct!

3   Lakey Hill is set in the county of Borsetshire. What is the only English county to appear as part of the first name of an Ambridge resident?

4   A lover of wild open spaces, a champion of the countryside and a thorn in the side of many farmers, which farm would Lynda do battle with if she was concerned about the fate of Lakey Hill itself?

5   At which festival is there a morning service at dawn on Lakey Hill?

THE RADIO CARTER

6   Who were the young parents of the child whose naming ceremony took place on Lakey Hill in the late nineties?

7   ‘Can I come home again please, Mrs Archer?’ Who made this request on Lakey Hill?

8   Lakey Hill’s views are unbeatable, and it’s the place to enjoy the vast skies and colourful sunrises. Who toyed with the possible names Sky and Scarlett for her new baby, and what name was actually chosen?

9   Whose body was found on Lakey Hill by David and Phil while they were checking hedges?

10  Who proposed to a member of the Archer clan on Lakey Hill?

11  Shortly before their 19th birthday, one of the Archers stomped up the hill to sulk about their foiled party plans, saying, ‘I don’t want to be the umpteenth generation of Archers fed up on Lakey Hill.’ Who was it?

THE PEGGY WOOLLEY

12  Which rather unseasonal events helped celebrate Coronation Day on Lakey Hill?

13  Lakey Hill is a favourite exercise venue for dogs and their owners. Which breed of dog was the formidable Marjorie Antrobus associated with?

14  The Lawson-Hope seat was moved from The Green and carried up to Lakey Hill by lively revellers at a house-warming party. At which cottage was the party?

15  Shula and Mark Hebden went to the top of Lakey Hill and yelled and cried to release their grief and sadness. What heartbreaking event had happened?

16  From Lakey Hill, there’s a wonderful view of Ambridge and the farms around. Which farm in Ambridge has the same name as a London underground station?

17  Frank Mead would no doubt have enjoyed the golden jubilee celebrations on Lakey Hill had he still been around. He left his mark in Ambridge back in the 1960s by continually carrying out which antisocial activity?

THE JIM LLOYD

18  Which is the highest? Is it Blackpool Tower, Lakey Hill or The London Eye?

19  The colours change season by season. How many of the colours on a set of traffic lights share their names with Ambridge farms?

20  Lakey Hill produces which crop? (Don’t think soil sciences or conventional arable farming.)


The Bull

THE BULL IS, as you can see, a historic half-timbered building, and, I like to think, the epitome of the traditional English country pub. As we move inside, you will observe some lovely old photographs of the building, along with a splendid collection of horse brasses. Like most country pubs, The Bull has had to evolve with the times, with a lot more emphasis on food rather than drink. So at the back there is a thriving family restaurant, serving traditional English fare, much of it locally sourced. The current chef is a previous husband of the landlady. But he is also a master baker: I can particularly recommend his sourdough. For the beer drinkers amongst you, I am told that the local Shires brewery produces a very superior pint. For those of you who prefer something a little more sophisticated, may I suggest our local gin, which is actually distilled here in the village.

We can take our drinks out into the beer garden, which is presided over by a magnificent, but somewhat aggressive, young peacock.

The Bull is currently run by Kenton Archer and his wife, Jolene, a former country singer. I say former; she recently attempted to revive her musical career, but one gathers it came to nothing. She was married (after divorcing the baker) to the previous landlord of The Bull, Sid Perks, having seduced him away from his then wife. It was a great scandal at the time. The pub is part-owned by another scion of the Archer clan, Lilian Bellamy, who recently took it into her head that what The Bull needed to ensure its future prosperity was a change of name. An utterly ridiculous idea. I believe she had fallen under the influence of some youthful so-called ‘consultant’. So for a brief period in recent times, The Bull was known as . . . no, I simply cannot bring myself to repeat the ludicrous appellation that Lilian, and indeed Jolene and Kenton, believed would attract a younger clientele. It did of course do no such thing, and alienated a great many local and regular customers. I was personally so incensed, I chained myself to the pub sign by way of protest. Alas, to no avail. But finally, as you see, common sense prevailed and the traditional name was restored.

When you’ve completed my pub-related quiz, look at the answer to question 14. You need the first letter of the second word.

THE FULL MONTY

1   Jolene is a keen proponent of music nights at The Bull, and karaoke always proves to be a popular event. Which former Ambridge resident could have belted out ‘I’m A Tiger’?

2   Freda Fry had a pivotal role in the life of The Bull. What was it?

3   What was The Bull rebranded as – albeit for a very short time?

4   You would think Bull Farm House, home to local celebrity Jean Harvey, would be in close proximity to the hostelry which shares its name. As the crow flies, is Bull Farm House the nearest farm to
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AM-GRAM

Rearrange the letters to make the name of an
Ambridge resident. There is a clue to help you.

The answer appears at the foot of the page.

RIPS DESK

He wasn't born in Ambridge
and he didn't die there.

Answer: S)143d AIS






