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    Stephen King is an American author best known for his horror novels. Born in Portland, Maine in 1947, King was raised by his mother after the separation of his parents. From there, King spent his childhood between Fort Wayne, Indiana, and Stratford, Connecticut. In 1970, King graduated from the University of Maine with a B.A. in English, and married Tabitha Spruce the year after. It was over the next few years that King’s novel writing became recognised. Having published many short stories since 1967, King moved forward and sent his first full-length novel, Carrie, to a publication agency by the name of Doubleday & Co., which accepted the novel in 1973. This allowed King to leave his teaching career and write full-time. King continued with his writing career, writing The Shining (1977), The Stand (1978), and The Dead Zone (1979), along with many other novels.
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    Carrie tells the story of Carrietta N. White, a telekinetic school girl in the year of 1979. Carrie is cast as a misfit in high school, and is thus bullied by her peers. She uses her newfound powers to get revenge on those who have tortured, tormented, and mocked her. Newspaper clippings, articles, letters, and excerpts from other books are used in the novel to give most of it an epistolary structure in order to tell the story of how Carrie destroyed the town of Chamberlain, Maine. King himself finds this work rather shocking, with immense power to hurt and horrify its readers.

  


  
    SUMMARY


    TELEKINESIS AND THE SUPERNATURAL


    Born with the power of telekinesis, Carrie is capable of manipulating and controlling objects and people with her mind. Despite trying to keep this ability a secret from others, Carrie has had multiple outbursts in front of people, who later choose to ignore what they saw. This apparent blessing turns into a curse as soon as Carrie realises that she cannot control these powers.


    Carrie also has the power of telepathy, allowing her to read people’s thoughts, yet it is only used once: Rita Desjardin, Carrie’s physical education teacher, accidentally reveals her mixed feelings of pity and revulsion through this telepathy, unbeknownst to Desjardin. This ability also works in a reverse manner, allowing others to read Carrie’s thoughts instead.


    It is unknown whether or not Carrie’s dead father also possessed these powers, though it is hinted that he did. Similar to Carrie, her father, Ralph White, may have kept his powers to himself, if he knew about them at all. However, unlike Carrie, he may have never grasped the full strength of his powers, never fully utilising them like his daughter.


    TAUNTS, REVENGE, AND ENEMIES BECOMING FRIENDS


    Carrie is consistently taunted by her classmates at Ewen High School, particularly by a wealthy, popular girl by the name of Chris Hargensen. In the beginning of the novel, after an incident in which Chris and the other students are interrupted by their teacher, Miss Desjardin, during their taunting of Carrie, Desjardin unsuccessfully attempts to get the students suspended and banned from the school prom. Instead, the girls are merely punished with detention and warned that anyone who skips the detention will receive the original punishment of suspension and exclusion from the prom.


    Chris, believing that her harassment of Carrie was justified, ignores the first punishment, refusing to do any detentions, and is therefore suspended. Her attempt at getting her attorney father to force the principal, Henry Grayle, to lift this punishment fails, resulting in Grayle threatening Chris with a lawsuit on Carrie’s behalf. This stokes Chris’s anger, and she begins to seek revenge.


    Another girl who had participated in the earlier teasing of Carrie, Sue Snell, feels guilty and ashamed of what she has done to Carrie, and wishes to make Carrie feel better. She persuades her boyfriend, Tommy, to ask Carrie to prom; Carrie is wary, but accepts nonetheless. Seeing this as the perfect opportunity for revenge, Chris whips up a plan, and quietly has Tommy and Carrie elected Prom King and Queen. Chris’s boyfriend, Billy, is forced to kill pigs and collect their blood, and then put buckets full of the blood above the stage at the prom. Once a string is pulled, the blood will spill onto whoever is positioned right underneath – in this case, the Prom King and Queen.


    THE PROM AND THE DESTRUCTION OF CHAMBERLAIN


    Carrie’s mother, a highly religious Christian woman, is infuriated when Carrie makes a red dress for the prom, as she hates the colour red and thinks a school dance, and further, any form of sex, is sinful — even after marriage. She accuses Carrie of witchcraft due to her powers, but Carrie, tired of her mother’s lectures on what is sinful, simply longs for a normal life.


    At the prom, Carrie finds that Tommy and his friends are quite welcoming, and the night initially goes well for her. The night takes a turn when Tommy and Carrie claim their crowns, and Chris dumps the pigs’ blood on the two. Tommy is killed by the impact of one of the buckets hitting his head. This humiliation pushes Carrie over the edge, and after leaving the building, she uses her telekinetic abilities against everyone in the school.


    The gym doors slam shut, locking students in, unable to escape. The sprinklers are turned on, and when the singer of the band attempts to address the crowd with a microphone, he is electrocuted. Carrie goes even further, causing the circuit box to explode, which leads to a fire breaking out in the gym, while more students are electrocuted by electrical cables. The fire becomes uncontrollable, and the school is eventually destroyed by a fuel tank explosion.


    As she makes her way home, Carrie causes more telekinetic chaos, destroying the rest of the town. Another explosion is caused by the mix of spilled gasoline and a discarded cigarette. As she continues along her destructive path, Carrie uses her telepathy to send out a message to the townspeople, letting them know that everything that has happened has been caused by her.


    Carrie returns home, seeking to confront her mother, who thinks the only way to save her daughter, whom she believes to be possessed by Satan, is to kill her. Her mother stabs Carrie in the shoulder, but before she can do much more, Carrie stops her heart with her mind.


    Carrie finds the place where she was conceived. Billy and Chris are seen trying to leave, but after an attempt to run Carrie over, Carrie telekinetically takes over the control of Billy’s car, and it drives into a wall, killing both Billy and Chris. Sue Snell finds Carrie, and the two speak to one another telepathically. Carrie had been under the impression that Sue and Tommy were involved in the prank, but she now sees that Sue is innocent. With Carrie’s dying breaths, she forgives Sue, and cries out for her mother.


    THE AFTERMATH AND INVESTIGATIONS


    Desjardin survives the fire at the school, amongst a few others. She thinks that the entire chaos could have been avoided if she had reached out more to Carrie. She resigns from her job, along with Grayle. The surviving seniors attend a terrible and bleak graduation ceremony.


    Excerpts from reports, including one by Sue Snell are interweaved throughout the book, along with an article written by a surviving student, Norma Watson; interviews with Carrie’s mother’s family; a woman who was witness to the powerful telekinetic abilities displayed by the three-year-old Carrie, and several others who dealt with the aftermath of the incident. Transcripts from hearings, testimonies, and witnesses are also dispersed throughout. A report declaring that there are no others like Carrie is included, but is contradicted at the end of the novel, where a letter from a woman to her sister talking about her daughter’s powers is displayed.


    Chamberlain becomes something of a ghost town after being abandoned by its citizens, but it is still a popular tourist attraction.

  


  
    CHARACTER STUDY


    CARRIETTA “CARRIE” WHITE


    Carrie grew up a lonely and isolated child. The only child of Margaret and Ralph White, her father left his wife and child, and later died in an accident. Carrie has been constantly abused and neglected by her mother, who is highly religious and mentally ill. This abuse feeds into Carrie’s school life, where she is teased and mocked for being different.


    While she is seen as an outcast and is at the bottom of the social pyramid, Carrie has a secret that no one knows, not even her mother— she has telekinetic and telepathic powers, but it is hard to say whether they are a curse or a blessing. She becomes aware of these powers when she starts high school, and after an incident where Carrie has her first period, an entire chain reaction of events occurs that leads to the deaths of Carrie and many others.


    Carrie’s lack of knowledge of menstruation after she gets her first period in the showers at school solidifies her status as an outcast and makes the taunts of the students grow in intensity. Carrie reaches her breaking point after a ‘prank’ at the school prom, and her hidden powers finally erupt out of her, destroying the school and the entire town.


    While Carrie’s descent into madness is evident, it is also clear that Carrie was not a villain her entire life. She was not a monster, but rather a young child with a traumatising and fiercely lonely past. She allows her powers to control her rather than her controlling them, and combined with the abuse she has endured, this eventually precipitates her transformation into a murderous monster.


    “[Carrie] is the girl they keep calling a monster. I want you to keep that firmly in mind. The girl who could be satisfied with a hamburger and a dime root beer after her only school dance so her momma wouldn’t be worried.” (p.197)


    It is the build-up of anger, frustration, loneliness, and hatred that pushes Carrie to the brink. Her efforts to hide her abilities become more difficult as time passes, and the prank at the prom is the final straw. While Carrie’s actions are completely unjustifiable, had she had anyone looking out for her, caring for her, or even talking to her in a genuine way, she may have been able to control her powers to a certain extent.


    SUSAN “SUE” SNELL


    Sue begins the novel as one of Carrie’s tormentors. She joins in with Chris during the shower incident, screaming “plug it up!” (p.4). It is possible that Sue was acting under peer pressure from Chris, due to the guilty conscience she feels afterwards. This is further implied by Miss Desjardin, who says, “you wouldn’t expect a trick like that from Sue. She’s never seemed the type for this kind of a stunt” (p.13).


    In an attempt to clear her conscience, Sue convinces her boyfriend, Tommy, to take Carrie to the prom instead of her. She is also under the belief that she is pregnant, and therefore stays home on the night of the prom.


    It is not until several hours later that the town whistle blows, causing Sue to look out of her window and in the direction of the blazing school. She takes her mother’s car to the scene, and watches the school explode just as she arrives. Sue knows that this was the final result of the prank at prom, and that Carrie was acting in revenge and anger.


    She finds Carrie, severely injured and dying, next to Billy’s destroyed car, where he and Chris lay dead. Carrie allows Sue to explain her part in that night; Sue never truly hated Carrie, and she had no part in the prom prank. She wanted to make Carrie feel accepted by getting Tommy to ask her to prom.


    With Carrie’s final breaths, she telepathically conveys to Sue just how awful and terrible Carrie’s life was, and just how horrible Sue had been to her during the shower incident. Once Carrie dies, Sue identifies her body, and testifies at The White Commission.


    Later in life, Sue writes a book which she titles My Name is Sue Snell, in which she outlines and discusses the events of the prom from her perspective.


    Sue was one of the very few people who were actually nice to Carrie, even if Carrie did not realise it. She had no bubbling hatred for the girl, nor did she


    CHRISTINE “CHRIS” HARGENSEN
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