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MY HEAD HURT. MY SHOULDERS hurt. There was something poking me in my side. “Ow,” I muttered and rolled to my back. Worst bed ever. The sound of dripping water was unusual. I couldn’t quite place the noise. Initially, I thought it was my bathroom faucet. The thing had a tendency to leak. I was going to have to call the landlord again. I tried to get comfortable. Slowly, as my brain started to wake up, I realized I was not in my bed. 

I opened my eyes. “What the hell?”

I slowly sat up and looked around. At least I tried to look around. It was dark with a faint light streaming in through a very narrow window close to the ceiling. I was surrounded by cement. My first guess led me to believe I was in a basement. 

“Where am I? What’s going on? Why am I in a basement?”

The answers weren’t coming. It was like my brain was stuck in quicksand. Nothing was making sense. If I hadn’t felt actual pain, I would have been able to dismiss this as a nightmare. I brushed off my arm. I could feel sand and I didn’t know what clinging to my skin. It felt gross. I reached up and touched the lump on my head. I felt dazed and very confused. I looked around and then took a walk back in my memory.

I had been walking to my car and then I’d been grabbed. I remembered thinking it was Owen. I had just stormed out of his penthouse. It made sense he would chase me down. Then I’d been manhandled. Owen wouldn’t do that. Would he? I tried to remember every detail. I’d been so pissed I hadn’t been paying attention. I always paid attention when I was walking. I’d feared this would happen one day, and now it had. The more I thought about the moment I was snatched, the more I realized it wasn’t him. 

“Not Owen,” I whispered. 

It couldn’t be him. The man that had grabbed me felt shorter. I thought. Maybe. I didn’t know for sure. I refused to believe Owen had done this to me. Although I wasn’t sure what actually was being done to me. Had I been kidnapped? Was I being held prisoner? Maybe I was in jail. No. There would be bars and guards and other prisoners. I was being held. 

I managed to get to my feet. I ran my hands over my body. I felt like I was in one piece. I didn’t feel like I’d been beaten or violated. The only pain I felt was my head and some tenderness from lying on the cement. I remembered the van. I remembered being hit and then nothing. It had been dark when I’d been taken, and now it was daylight. I just didn’t know what time of the day. Or what day. 

Panic threatened to well up. I pushed it down. I couldn’t let the panic win. That would block my ability to think straight. I walked to one wall and pressed my hand against the cool cement. I wasn’t going to cry. “Don’t do it,” I warned. “Don’t cry. Be strong.”

I went to the only door. It felt like solid steel. I grabbed the handle and turned, but it was locked. As expected. It confirmed my belief I had truly been kidnapped. There was a part of me that had some weird, extremely unlikely hope that I had just accidentally been put in the small, cement room with no real windows. No bed. No bathroom. No anything. It was all a mistake. Because that happened all the time. 

“Because that happens,” I said with a depressed sigh as I made my way around my prison. 

There was no way out. There was no key hanging off a hook. Nothing. It was official. I was in a bad, bad situation. I was out of my depth. I didn’t know what I was supposed to do. It’s not like someone left me instructions about how to act. Did I cry? Did I look for a way to escape? I just didn’t know. 

I had to think. I was going to assume it was Mason behind the kidnapping. That meant he would be showing his face soon enough. He would want to gloat. I hoped that’s all he would do. I didn’t want to be hurt. I was tired of being hurt. Physically hurt to the point I felt like I would die.

I thought about the fight with Owen. He had been convinced I was working with the cops. It was the most ridiculous thing I had ever heard. I couldn’t believe the man I had thought was so amazing could be so easily manipulated by Mason. It was clear he was working for Mason. Or with him. I wasn’t really sure how that whole relationship between them started, but I was certain it existed. 

A thought kept creeping into my mind. What if Owen was a part of this kidnapping? He could be working with Mason. I might have literally walked myself right into this place. “Fucking stupid, stupid, stupid.”

I wondered how long I had been gone. I was missing work. Would Nicole know I was gone? If Owen wasn’t involved, would he be worried? Would he even know I was gone? What if no one was even looking for me? That terrified me more than anything. I could be trapped in here for days before anyone even realized I was gone. That meant no one would know to look for me. 

I had to find my own way out. I would save myself. This was part of the new me. I was stronger now. Leaving Mason had taken so much strength and courage. I thought that was the hardest thing I was ever going to do in my life. This was so much worse. If I let myself think too hard, I would have to consider the fact I was up against something far more dangerous. This was life or death. I had no doubt in my mind that he would kill me if I didn’t escape. 

Suddenly, I heard the door being opened. I jumped to my feet, ready for anything. First through the door was a man I didn’t recognize. He stalked toward me. “Stop!” I shouted. “Get away from me.”

Another man came in. This one grabbed me. His arms wrapped around my body and pinned my arms at my sides. I struggled to get free, but it was pointless. The guy was a mountain. The first man started wrapping my wrists with duct tape. 

“Sit down or I’ll bind your ankles,” the first man said. 

“Just let me go,” I begged. 

“Sorry, Sleeping Beauty, we can’t do that,” Mason said as he strolled into the room. 

“I knew it,” I hissed as I was pushed to the floor. 

I didn’t want to be tied up more than my wrists. I stared up at Mason. That’s exactly what he wanted. This was him getting the upper hand. It was what he did when we were together. It was part of the control. He wanted me to know he held all the power. 

“Of course, you knew it,” he said with a laugh. “I made it very clear from the beginning you would never be free of me. I always keep my promises.”

“You’re going to go to prison for this,” I told him. 

“Nah,” he said and squatted down about ten feet in front of me. “We can make this all go away,” he said. “All I ask is for you to drop that stupid restraining order and come back to me. You know we are meant to be together. You got a little upset. It’s understandable. I made some mistakes. You can forgive me. I’ll change.”

“Not a chance in hell,” I said. “Never.”

“Never say never,” he said with a laugh. “We’re meant to be together.”

“No, we’re not,” I snapped. “No one is meant to be with you. You’re an evil human being that should be alone. You’re not good enough for anyone, especially me.”

He stood and looked at the two men that had disappeared into the shadows. “Leave us,” he said in a quiet voice. 

My stomach rolled. Goosebumps covered my flesh. I knew that voice. I knew that look. “Don’t, Mason, stop,” I said in an attempt to prevent the beating I knew was coming. 

The men shuffled out of the room, closing the door behind them. I scooted back and struggled to get to my feet. I pressed myself against the wall, praying it would open up and swallow me. He stalked me, enjoying the fear he saw on my face. 

“You left me,” he said. “You tried to stay away from me. Why would you try to have me put in jail? That was stupid. Really, really stupid. How dare you?”

He hit me. My head jerked back as the pain exploded through my face. I put up my arms to block the next blow. “Mason, stop,” I said and tried to sound strong. “Please, don’t. I wasn’t trying to put you in jail.”

“Bullshit!” he growled. 

With my arms raised to protect my face, he punched me in the gut. The air left my lungs as I doubled over. He pushed me, knocking me down to the cement. 

“You fucking whore,” he snarled. “You dirty whore. I don’t even want to touch you. How dare you fuck another man? How dare you think you could humiliate me?”

“I didn’t,” I said and moved out of his reach. 

He stepped closer and kicked me in the stomach. I curled into the fetal position. He kicked again, his steel-toed boots connecting with my forearm. I winced and tried to scoot away. 

“I told you I would never let you go,” he said. “I told you over and over. I warned you. You are mine. You will always be mine.”

“Mason, please stop,” I begged. 

He grabbed my wrists that were bound together and pulled me up. I struggled to get my balance. I was back on my feet, staring him in the eyes. I saw the evil. He was going to kill me. There was a strange acceptance to knowing he planned to kill me. 

“I was willing to forgive you,” he said with a shake of his head. “I was willing to accept that you stepped out on me. But this, this is unforgiveable.”

“What?” I asked with confusion. I was certain my biggest crime was sleeping with Owen. “What did I do?”

“You went to the cops,” he hissed at the same time he swung. My head jerked back. “You know how stupid that was!” Another blow to the other side of my face. “You’re lucky I’m handling this. If they found out, they would cut your tongue out. They would hack you up and make sure everyone in our world knows how rats are handled.”

I struggled to stay standing. I didn’t want to fall. He would kick me over and over. “I didn’t,” I said before spitting out the blood that was pooling in my mouth. 

“You stupid bitch,” he hissed and hit me again. 

I couldn’t keep my footing. I crumbled to the cement in a heap. I curled into a ball, protecting my head the best I could. I waited for the blows to come. He was going to kill me. My life flashed before my eyes. Little snippets of the good times mingled with the beatings I’d endured from him before. 

I waited for the blows that never came. I heard the door shut but I was too afraid to uncurl. I waited for several long minutes. The ringing in my ears subsided, and I could hear everything in the room. There was nothing to hear. I was alone. 

I slowly uncurled and scanned the room. I didn’t trust him not to be waiting in a corner, ready to attack again. But he was gone. I slowly sat up. Every part of my body hurt. I spat the blood from my mouth again before using my tongue to feel the cuts on the inside of my cheek. 

I lifted my bound hands to gently touch my cheek and jaw. I didn’t feel blood. The area hurt, but at least I wasn’t bleeding. The beating was brutal, but I had endured worse. I took a few slow, deep breaths and gathered my wits about me. I had to escape. If I didn’t, I was certain I would be dead by tonight. He had to kill me because now I was a liability. The cartel would hold him responsible if their operation was interrupted by a police investigation. 

I couldn’t rely on anyone. This was on me. I had to find a way out. My eyes went to the window once again. I was small enough to fit through it. It would be difficult, but I could do it. I had to if I wanted to see another day. 
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Owen
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I WALKED INTO THE OFFICE barely able to keep myself in check. I wanted to rage. I wanted to kick something and kick it hard. I felt the guilt. This was on me. I shouldn’t have let her walk out the door like that. I should have gone after her. I should have known Mason would pull something. I knew it was him. I didn’t care how much he denied it. 

Jackson walked in behind me. “We’ll find her,” he said. 

“Will we?” I asked and turned to look at him. “How? You know how these guys work. She’s probably halfway to Mexico by now. Hell, she might already be there.”

“We don’t know that,” he said. 

He dropped his keys on his desk and sat down. He immediately turned on his computer. I couldn’t bring myself to sit down. There was a nervous energy humming through my body. I felt like a caged animal. I needed to find her. 

“I want every single detail about Mason,” I said. “I want credit card transactions. I want property records. Everything. Phone calls. Where he is going.”

“We need help to do all this,” he said. 

“Fine,” I said and walked to the coffee maker. I didn’t want coffee, but I needed to do something with my hands. I was going to lose my shit. 

I heard him talking in a low voice. He was calling in Jacob and Alec. I knew this was Mason




















































































d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
A JOB IS NOT WORTH
DOING UNLESS YOU
ENJOY IT...

USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR

LEXY TIMMS





d2d_images/image012.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/image013.jpg





d2d_images/image010.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/image016.jpg





d2d_images/image019.jpg
A 108 IS NOT WORTH
DOING UNLESS YoU

THE

J'o=B

¥ BESTSELLING AUTHOR

LEXY TIMMS





d2d_images/image020.jpg
IRE
N

LEXY TIMMS






d2d_images/image001.jpg





d2d_images/image002.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





d2d_images/image007.jpg





d2d_images/image008.png





