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Foreword
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The Book of Proverbs is a timeless and valuable piece of literature that provides practical wisdom and guidance for daily living. Its teachings are based on the fear of God and the pursuit of righteousness, which is relevant for all people of all ages.

In this book, the reader is taken on a learning journey, equipped with insights on how to live a life of integrity, wisdom, and success. The book's teachings are presented through various literary forms such as poetry, aphorisms, and allegory, making it an interesting and captivating read.

The Book of Proverbs offers practical guidance on various aspects of life, such as relationships, work, money, and ethics. Its teachings are relevant for Christians and anyone seeking to live a life of wisdom and purpose.

As you read through the pages of this book, may you be inspired to pursue wisdom and apply the principles found in the book to your daily life. May you be empowered to live a life that is pleasing to God and beneficial to yourself and those around you.

May the teachings of the Book of Proverbs be a source of wisdom and inspiration to you as you journey through life.

In Christ

Andrew
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Introduction to this Study
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This study comprises questions based on the various verses of Scripture taken from the Book of Proverbs. This is the Book of Proverbs's third part (Volume 3).

Part 1 of this study explores the background information of the book, for example, who wrote it, when, to whom, why, and other aspects of the book, which is found in Volume I. 

Part 2 is the verse-by-verse study that requires the reader to complete the questions and tasks at the end of each chapter. If this is done in a cell group environment, these answers should be discussed within the group.

Part 3 encompasses a Test Your Knowledge, where you can test your memory and knowledge of the Book of Proverbs. 

After all the chapters have been studied, there are true, false, and multi-choice questions to test your knowledge of this book. 

Suppose you are using the eBook version of this study. In that case, it is advisable to have a notebook handy to record the answers to the questions. Additional space may also be required to work through the test your knowledge questions.

Answering the questions is not a race. Careful thought should go into writing down the answers, specifically the life application of these questions and their answers. 

Engaging in a Bible Study suggests that the reader recognises their need to understand Scripture and the depth of wisdom that follows knowing and understanding God and His ways. This is a spiritual journey, and it takes time as you investigate the verses, their meaning as the writer intended them to be, and their life application. Ensure prayer precedes each step of the way, allowing the Holy Spirit to guide you and opening your heart and mind to the knowledge of God.

This study matters as it might apply to your life’s reality. In other words, this study considers the Book’s Theology and other principles derived from the book within a framework that makes it easier to apply principles to our daily lives. This study is not a commentary, and although specific information about each book is provided, this study does not engage in textual criticism.
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​Summary of Proverbs Chapters 1 to 14
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In chapters 1 to 14 of the book of Proverbs, we are presented with a treasure trove of wisdom and practical guidance for living a righteous and fulfilling life. These chapters lay the foundation for the book, setting the tone and introducing us to the key themes and teachings that will unfold.

The overarching message in these chapters is the pursuit of wisdom. Proverbs repeatedly emphasise the value and importance of wisdom, portraying it as a precious jewel to be sought after with zeal. It encourages us to listen to instruction, to seek knowledge and understanding, and to walk in the fear of the Lord.

Throughout these chapters, we encounter practical advice on various topics. Proverbs provide insights into the power of our words, the importance of integrity, the blessings of humility, and the dangers of pride and arrogance. It teaches us the value of hard work, the significance of honouring our parents, and the rewards of generosity and kindness.

In these chapters, Proverbs also warns us against the pitfalls of foolishness, laziness, and the allure of temptation. It urges us to exercise discernment, avoid the paths of the wicked, and prioritise righteousness and justice in all aspects of life.

Proverbs introduces us to the personification of Wisdom herself. Wisdom is depicted as calling out in the streets, offering her knowledge and understanding to all who would listen. She invites us to choose the path of righteousness and warns of the consequences of rejecting her counsel.

As we reflect on chapters 1 to 14 of Proverbs, we are reminded of its teachings' timeless relevance and practicality. These chapters provide a blueprint for wise living, guiding our relationships, speech, work, and character. They call us to be attentive and diligent in pursuing wisdom, knowing that it is through wisdom that we find true life and blessings.

May we heed the wisdom of Proverbs and allow its teachings to shape our thoughts, words, and actions. Let us embrace the path of wisdom, walking in the fear of the Lord and seeking to live lives that bring glory and honour to Him.
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Summary of Proverbs Chapters 15 to 24
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In chapters 15 to 24 of the book of Proverbs, we find a continuation of the rich wisdom and practical guidance that characterises the book. These chapters delve deeper into various aspects of life, providing insights and instructions on topics such as speech, relationships, work ethics, discipline, and the pursuit of wisdom.

Throughout these chapters, we are reminded of the power of our words and their impact on ourselves and others. Proverbs encourage us to use our speech wisely, speaking words of truth, kindness, and encouragement while avoiding gossip, lies, and slander. It emphasises the importance of listening and seeking understanding before responding, promoting humility and self-control in our communication.

In relationships, these chapters highlight the value of integrity, loyalty, and trustworthiness. They caution against the dangers of adultery, dishonesty, and manipulation, urging us to choose faithful and virtuous companions. Proverbs teach us the importance of building healthy relationships based on mutual respect, love, and forgiveness.

These chapters stress the significance of diligence, discipline, and wise stewardship in the work area. They warn against laziness, procrastination, and seeking quick gains while promoting the value of hard work, planning, and prudent management of resources. Proverbs remind us that the fruit of our labour results from our commitment, perseverance, and reliance on God's guidance.

These chapters encourage us to seek understanding, knowledge, and insight in pursuing wisdom. They remind us that true wisdom comes from the fear of the Lord and is worth pursuing above all else. Proverbs challenge us to be teachable, to listen to correction, and to continually seek growth and transformation in our minds and hearts.

As we reflect on chapters 15 to 24 of Proverbs, we are reminded of the timeless relevance of its teachings. The wisdom contained within these chapters can shape our character, guide our decisions, and transform our lives. They call us to live with integrity, righteousness, and discernment, reflecting God's kingdom's values in all we do.

May we take these words to heart and apply them to our daily lives, knowing that in doing so, we align ourselves with the divine wisdom that leads to true flourishing and a life that brings honour and glory to our Heavenly Father.
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Part 2 Continued...
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Proverbs Chapter 25:1-28
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More Proverbs of Solomon
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Let’s return to Solomon's proverbs (cf. 1:1—22:16) and delve deeper into his wise sayings. Chapters 25 and 26 primarily feature comparisons, which can be summarised using the phrase "like... so." These chapters are rich with metaphors and similes, offering vivid imagery to convey wisdom. Chapter 27 presents a mix of comparisons and contrasts, showcasing the diversity in Solomon's teachings. In contrast, chapters 28 and 29 predominantly consist of maxims that highlight differences, often using the word "but" to draw these contrasts. Most verses across these chapters are structured as couplets (distichs), though some longer proverbs are also included.

Additionally, other collections of proverbs have a relatively low frequency of references to Yahweh. Within the proverbs spanning chapters 25:1 to 27:22, I identified 66 parallels, while chapters 28 and 29 contain 54 contrasts. Excluding the extended discussion on discretion in verses 23–27, this significant section of the book totals 120 proverbs.

These chapters differ from the proverbs in chapters 10–16 by incorporating more multiple-line sayings and similes. While chapters 28 and 29 are similar to chapters 10–16, chapters 25–27 stand out due to their fewer references to God, marking a distinctive shift in focus and style.

25:1 These also are proverbs of Solomon, which the men of Hezekiah, king of Judah, copied out. 

The first collection of Solomon's proverbs can be found in 1 Kings 1:1–22:16. During the reign of King Hezekiah (715–686 B.C.), a group of wise men expanded this collection by adding more of Solomon's 3,000 sayings (1 Kings 4:32). These additions were made about 250 years after Solomon's reign (971-931 B.C.). This introductory context sets the stage for chapters 25–29 of Proverbs.

Publishing these ancient works, which have been kept secret for a long time, could be immensely valuable to the church. The wisdom contained within these proverbs, preserved and augmented through centuries, offers timeless guidance and insights that can enrich contemporary spiritual life.

25:2 It is the glory of God to conceal a thing, but the glory of kings is to search out a matter. 

Wisdom and foolishness, along with their accompanying virtues and vices, remain central themes in this section of the book of Proverbs. Verses 2 through 7 specifically address dealing with kings or rulers.

God, in His infinite wisdom, has chosen not to reveal everything people are curious about. This divine discretion encourages us to revere Him and give Him the glory He deserves (Deuteronomy 29:29; Romans 11:33-34). Similarly, a king earns the reverence and respect of his subjects when he diligently studies a problem and refrains from making superficial judgments (John 5:39; 2 Timothy 2:15). Such careful and thorough consideration in decision-making garners the respect and admiration of his people.

A pertinent example of divine discretion is seen in the story of Manoah and his wife, who were visited by an angel of the LORD. The angel chose not to answer all their questions (Judges 13:17-18), illustrating that some knowledge is withheld by divine wisdom. Additionally, King Solomon's interactions with the two prostitutes seeking justice vividly demonstrate the extraordinary wisdom God bestowed upon him (1 Kings 3:16-28). Solomon's judicious and insightful resolution of their dispute solidified his reputation as a wise and discerning ruler.

25:3 As the heavens for height, and the earth for depth, so the hearts of kings are unsearchable. 

The wise woman from Tekoa, Joab's final hope in persuading David to welcome Absalom back, attested to King David's remarkable insight. David discerned that Joab orchestrated her statements (2 Samuel 14:18–20). This episode highlights David's keen perception and highlights how much more unfathomable the heart of the King of Kings is, whose wisdom is truly "unsearchable."

This proverb cautions against the peril of being swayed by the king's favour, which can be fleeting and unpredictable. It advises individuals to be mindful of their words and actions, ensuring they are driven by noble motives rather than the deceptive allure of gaining favour in the eyes of the king. True wisdom lies in aligning one's actions with higher principles rather than merely attempting to curry favour, which can swiftly turn or be withdrawn.

25:4 Take away the dross from the silver, and material comes out for the refiner; 25:5 Take away the wicked from the king’s presence, and his throne will be established in righteousness. 

If a king desires a just rule, he must purge his kingdom of wicked individuals, just as dross is removed from silver (cf. Proverbs 17:3; 20:8). It is insufficient for a king to be just himself; those he surrounds himself with must also be people of integrity for his administration to "be established in righteousness." Before King Solomon could securely and peacefully occupy his throne, he had to judge many wicked individuals, as recorded in 1 Kings 2.

This principle also applies to the eschatological kingdom of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. When Christ returns victorious to usher in the great day of the Lord, the wicked will be annihilated, and all transgressors will be uprooted from the land (see 2 Thessalonians 1 and 2 and Revelation 19). This cleansing will establish His reign in righteousness and justice, ensuring that His kingdom is pure and unblemished by evil.

25:6 Don’t exalt yourself in the presence of the king, or claim a place among great men; 25:7 for it is better that it be said to you, “Come up here,” than that you should be put lower in the presence of the prince, whom your eyes have seen. 

This proverb encourages humility in the presence of rulers and other authorities (cf. Proverbs 23:1-2). Depending on the situation, individuals who think highly of themselves may not be held in the same regard by others, either rightfully or wrongfully. A person's superiors should promote him based on his abilities rather than for him to overstep his bounds and risk reprimand and a loss of face, which can harm his future professional opportunities (cf. Luke 14:8-11).

Finding a reasonable ground between boastful, pushy, and grovelling requires wisdom. This balance involves recognising one's abilities and place. Such caution and modesty will be noticed and rewarded appropriately.

A notable example of this principle is the young David, who remained modest during his formative years and did not pursue the monarchy of Israel (1 Samuel 10:22). Even after God deposed King Saul, David did not rush forward to assume leadership. Instead, he sought guidance from the LORD on how to proceed (2 Samuel 2:1). David's humility and patience are testaments to his character and wisdom, demonstrating the value of modesty and divine consultation in leadership.

25:8 Don’t be hasty in bringing charges to court. What will you do in the end when your neighbour shames you? 25:9 Debate your case with your neighbour, and don’t betray the confidence of another; 25:10 lest one who hears it put you to shame, and your bad reputation never depart. 

This adage instructs us to resolve our disagreements whenever possible (cf. Luke 12:57–59; Luke 14:31–33). It warns against hastily dragging someone to court to argue a case. When publicly releasing material that could potentially cause embarrassment, we should exercise extreme caution (v. 8). If we attempt to defend ourselves by revealing secrets, we risk destroying a friendship. Instead, the plaintiff should discuss the merits of his case with his neighbour privately.

Handling disputes privately ensures that the contentious issue does not become public knowledge (v. 9) and prevents tarnishing the plaintiff's character (v. 10; cf. 1 Corinthians 6:1–8). A historical example of the consequences of unnecessary interference is King Josiah, who was killed because he meddled in the affairs of Pharaoh Neco of Egypt (2 Chronicles 35:20-24).

Christ's teaching in Matthew 18:15b further clarifies this point: "If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone." Rushing to the law or involving neighbours prematurely often equates to avoiding the responsibility of maintaining personal relationships.

True success cannot be achieved at the expense of one's integrity or by causing another person's pain. Effective conflict resolution prioritises discretion, respect, and the preservation of relationships.

25:11 A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of silver. 

The reference to "gold" in the phrase "apples of gold in settings of silver" likely denotes the precious metal rather than merely the colour. Scholars have poetically called oranges "apples of gold" because of their golden hue. If an image of an apple or orange is depicted, "settings" might refer to an appropriate background, such as a decorative basket or frame. Others interpret this phrase as describing jewellery. The core argument is that a beautiful piece of fruit, presented in an appealing context, can be as gratifying as a well-chosen phrase delivered at the right time and in the right manner.

A powerful biblical example of this principle is Queen Esther. She meticulously constructed the environment to reveal Haman's plot to King Ahasuerus (Esther 4:16–7:6). By carefully setting the stage, Esther's unexpected revelation about the adversary of her people was successful and impactful. This demonstrates the effectiveness of thoughtful preparation and timing in communication.

25:12 As an earring of gold, and an ornament of fine gold, so is a wise reprover to an obedient ear. 

This is another symbolic proverb, where the objects of comparison are a golden earring and a golden necklace. The lesson conveyed here is that elegant language is as pleasing to the ear as fine jewellery is to the eye. Job's friends' observations did not resonate with him because they were irrelevant to his circumstances; their words were inappropriate and unappealing.

Similarly, incorrect statements lose their appeal once it is understood that they are not true. In contrast, Samuel's impassioned plea for the Israelites to return to the LORD effectively led to their repentance (1 Samuel 12; cf. 2 Chronicles 28:9-15). This instance is one of the few times a prophet successfully persuaded the Israelites to change their behaviour. Samuel's words' value was comparable to fine gold jewellery's.

Just as the first two ornaments—a golden earring and a golden necklace—make a lovely ensemble, so do the second pair in the proverb: a wise preacher of morals and an attentive listener form a harmonious whole. When wisdom is articulated eloquently and received attentively, it creates a beautiful and valuable interaction, much like the pairing of exquisite jewellery.

25:13 As the cold of snow in the time of harvest, so is a faithful messenger to those who send him; for he refreshes the soul of his masters. 

The phrase "the cold of snow" likely refers not to a disastrous snowfall during harvest but to a beverage chilled with snow, akin to ice cubes, which would be refreshing and welcoming. This interpretation aligns with how messengers delivering God's Word with precision might delight Him.

In ancient Damascus, farmers preserved winter snow in mountain crevices. They transported it to coastal cities and villages during warmer months, providing a refreshing coolness. This practice illustrates the value and appreciation of a cool drink in hot weather, much like the refreshing nature of accurate and timely messages.

Another perspective is that "snow" could be an intentional exaggeration to emphasise good news's refreshing and energising impact. For instance, when King Jehoshaphat and the people of Judah were besieged by the Moabites, Ammonites, and Meunites, the message from God through Jahaziel the Levite predicting victory was as invigorating and reassuring as a cold drink on a hot day (2 Chronicles 20:14-17).

Thus, just as a chilled beverage is welcome in the heat, so is a well-delivered and precise message. It brings comfort, clarity, and revitalisation, reflecting the significant impact of accurately sharing God's Word.

25:14 As clouds and wind without rain, so is he who boasts of gifts deceptively. 

This adage presents a contrast to the preceding verse and to verse 16 of chapter 18. It likens a windy, overcast sky that promises rain but fails to deliver a letdown, similar to expecting a cold drink on a hot day. Just as a person who confidently claims to possess certain skills but cannot demonstrate them when asked, such as "clouds without water," false teachers offer plenty of talk but lack substance (Jude 12; cf. 2 Peter 2:1; 1 John 4:1). They provide a lot of wind but no refreshing insight.

Many false prophets displayed similar behaviour throughout the Old Testament, offering promises without fulfilment. For example, the magicians of Pharaoh were unable to replicate the miraculous acts performed by Moses (Exodus 9:11). These examples serve as cautionary tales, warning against placing trust in those who speak boldly but lack the substance to support their claims. Just as an empty cloud disappoints by withholding rain, false teachers fail to provide genuine spiritual nourishment.

25:15 By patience, a ruler is persuaded. A soft tongue breaks the bone. 

This proverb and the two that follow it promote moderation in behaviour, with this one specifically addressing speech. It advises against speaking for an excessively long time or with excessive energy, suggesting that a quiet voice can carry significant weight. Using language that is calm and patient can overcome seemingly insurmountable obstacles.

The metaphor of "fracturing the bones" suggests breaking down a person's deepest and most stubborn resistance to an idea. David employed straightforward language to convince King Saul that his harsh treatment was unjustified (1 Samuel 24:8-15; 26:17-25). Similarly, Abigail transformed David's perspective by appealing to him humbly and reasonably, without coercion (1 Samuel 25:23–35). Nathan successfully obtained a confession from David by presenting a straightforward account rather than resorting to coercion or accusations (2 Samuel 12).

These examples illustrate the power of calm and rational communication in resolving conflicts and overcoming resistance. Instead of forceful tactics, employing patience and reason can lead to more meaningful and lasting solutions.

25:16 Have you found honey? Eat as much as is sufficient for you, lest you eat too much and vomit it. 

Even the most delightful activity can become unpleasant and repellent when something is done excessively. This applies to overindulging in food as well as overstimulating one's intellect. Paul sternly warned Timothy, stating, "Bodily training is only slightly beneficial, but godliness is beneficial for all things" (1 Timothy 4:8). Some individuals prioritise physical activity over spiritual practice, leading to imbalance. Samson's obsession with games (riddles) and women ultimately led to his downfall.

Throughout history, humanity has sought to maximize every aspect of life, as if beyond God's provision lies ecstasy rather than sickness.

Wives and husbands must ensure that their affection for each other does not overshadow their focus on God's values. This caution applies to all of life's pleasures and luxuries. While lawful and acceptable in their context, excessive indulgence can hinder spiritual development if it becomes the supreme authority in one's life. Achieving balance is key to maintaining spiritual growth and well-being.

25:17 Let your foot be seldom in your neighbour’s house, lest he is weary of you and hate you. 

In modern times, phrases like "Don't wear out your welcome" and "Familiarity breeds contempt" caution against overstaying one's welcome or becoming too familiar. Another proverb humorously notes that "Visitors and fish both stink after three days," illustrating the concept of overindulgence, even in the company of friends (compare 1 Timothy 5:13). In the case of Job, his guests overstayed their welcome, extending their visit beyond its appropriate duration.

True friendships do not mature through self-indulgence, haste, or imposition but through discreet sensitivity, respect for privacy, and allowing space for individual growth. Without such prudence, friendship can detract from life's enrichment rather than contributing to it.

Verses 16 and 17 of Proverbs 25 exemplify a "proverbial pair." Each couplet makes sense independently, with the first cautioning against excessive indulgence in pleasure. When paired, they engage in a dialogue, with the first providing a vivid image that is easily remembered. In contrast, the second focuses attention on a specific form of excess. This juxtaposition enhances the impact of both verses, illustrating the wisdom of moderation and balance in all aspects of life.

25:18 A man who gives false testimony against his neighbour is like a club, a sword, or a sharp arrow. 

Lies are harmful instruments that can inflict severe injury on others, making it imperative to avoid falsehoods (cf. Proverbs 6:19; 14:5; 19:5, 9, 28; Exodus 20:16; Deuteronomy 5:17). A lying witness is likened to a devastating weapon capable of inflicting significant harm. Just as a club, a sword, and an arrow each carry out their lethal tasks uniquely, lying and perjury can cause harm to a neighbour in various ways.

Cain's lie led to God placing a curse upon him (Genesis 4:10–11), and the deceit of Joseph's brothers caused their father's heart to break (Genesis 37:31-35). False witnesses presented at Naboth's trial resulted in his unjust execution (1 Kings 21:13).

These biblical examples stress the destructive power of falsehoods and perjury, highlighting the significant consequences they can have on individuals and communities. They serve as sobering reminders of the importance of honesty and integrity in all aspects of life.

25:19 Confidence in someone unfaithful in trouble is like a bad tooth or a lame foot. 

Putting one's "confidence" in an untrustworthy person, described as "treacherous," during a moment of peril can lead to as much agony as dealing with a "bad tooth" or an "unsteady foot" (compare Proverbs 14:22, 17:17, 19:22, and 20:6). In the book of Proverbs, these verses caution against placing trust in unreliable individuals, as they can cause suffering in subtle ways, such as failing to provide assistance when needed (v. 18).

Examples from the Bible illustrate the consequences of trusting untrustworthy individuals. Judas Iscariot, for instance, proved himself to be untrustworthy, betraying Jesus. Additionally, during Paul's first missionary voyage, John Mark's unreliability led to tension and separation from the missionary team (Acts 13:13; 15:37-38).

In contrast, those who place their faith in Jesus will never be disappointed (Matthew 20:30–34; Hebrews 13:5). The trustworthiness of Jesus serves as a steadfast anchor for believers, offering comfort and assurance in times of need.

25:20 As one who takes away a garment in cold weather or vinegar on soda so is one who sings songs to a heavy heart. 

Disrupting someone's comfort during winter by removing their coat exacerbates their discomfort, much like disturbing the natural healing process by applying acidic vinegar to an alkaline wound. Similarly, attempting to cheer up a troubled heart that requires quiet and comfort with invasive, unwanted songs is as inappropriate as denying warmth or healing to a body.

While songs have the potential to be healing, when performed carelessly, they can cause anguish and hurt the spirit (cf. Ecclesiastes 3:4). An example of this is seen in David's calming music, which worsened King Saul's already troubled
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