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Introduction


So you think you want a cat? With over 30 breeds
to choose from (and new breeds being developed) there is a cat for
everyone. But before that kitty has you at “meow” there is much to
consider before you fall for that irresistible ball of
fur!

Are you home all day or
will kitty be left to their own devices? How much play time do you
have for your pet each day? Some cats want your company all day,
every day, some don’t mind playing with you on a strictly part-time
basis. In any case, it is never advisable to let your cat roam free
outdoors – the threat of diseases, cars and dogs is too great and
seriously erodes your pet’s health and wellbeing. Some cats,
however, will be happy to explore a secure outdoor enclosure in
your backyard.
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Do you want to hear a
persistent meow when you’re surfing the Internet, talking on the
phone, trying to eat dinner, and you get the point! If you’re happy
with a Chatty Cathy than feel free to converse with the likes of
the Siamese. If this all sounds rather annoying, try a quieter
breed like the Russian Blue.

Would you like grooming to
be a minimal chore or a daily duty? What about bathing? Pick a coat
type accordingly. Also take note of light shedders if you are a
neat freak!
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Got babies? Got other
pets? Many cats welcome playtime with children, but others would
prefer to avoid youngsters. Your existing cat and other pets should
also be considered when buying a new cat. Some breeds of dog are
more inclined to view cats as prey. Similarly, a cat’s instinct
(although dimmed by generations of indoor living) is to hunt birds,
fish and rodents. Introducing a new cat to an existing pet cat has
its considerations also. Certain breeds prefer spending time with
their own or a similar breed. Use common sense and plan safe
introductions between new and established pets. With some time and
effort, your household can accommodate a peaceful (and adorable)
cohort of pets.
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Want a cat that’s more of
a dog? Pick a breed with high trainability and you’ll be taking
your cat on walks and teaching them to fetch in no time.

Lastly, even though cats
are largely healthy and live long lives, some breeds are more prone
to illnesses than others. If you’re reluctant to lose a cat early
or don’t have the fattest wallet in town, steer clear on cats that
come with higher health risks.
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This book makes choosing a
cat breed easier by considering all aspects of your lifestyle, but
don’t be shy to ask breeders more burning questions. Also consider
your local shelter which has countless cats that need a good home.
Buying a cat is a long-term commitment. Most cats live well into
their teens or twenties and you must be prepared to accommodate
your cat’s needs for the whole of its life. So take your time
finding your purrfect pet and enjoy the journey that cat ownership
brings!


Short
Coated

 Russian Blue


The Russian Blue stands out with its steel grey
coat and distinctive green eyes. They are mild-mannered, loveable
and always look like they are smiling at you! This quiet cat may be
shy around strangers, but it makes a devoted and affectionate
pet.

Coat and Grooming: The
Russian Blue comes in one colour: blue. However, breeders have
created all-white and all-black varieties called The Russian White
and The Russian Black. (These are not permissible in some
countries’ show rings). The short double coat benefits from a brush
once or twice a week.

Environment: A calm, quiet
environment is needed for this breed. They like to stick to a
schedule (especially the dinner schedule).

Vocality: They are one of
the quietest breeds, and when they do vocalise, they use a soft
voice.

Activity Level,
Trainability, and Play Time Needed with Owners: A moderately active
breed that has plenty of energy to play with their owners. However,
this is an independent breed and will do fine on their own for
reasonably short periods of time. As one of the most intelligent
breeds, they can be trained to play fetch.

Compatibility with
Children and Other Pets: The Russian Blue is an ideal playmate for
older, quiet, considerate children. They are also a great choice
for adults without children. Even though they will manage as the
only cat in the household, they will enjoy the company of other
cats and pets.

Health Concerns: Having
survived the harsh climate of Russia, the Russian Blue has
developed into a healthy breed that should live into their
teens.
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Cornish
Rex


A curly-coated kitten popped up in a litter of
farm cats in 1950 and so the breed was born. The Cornish Rex is
described as having a dog-like personality and is friendly with
everyone it meets. They have a mischievous side and are seen as the
clowns of the cat world.

Coat and Grooming: The
Cornish Rex only has one layer of coat (most cats have three). It
is a soft, curly coat that can come in any colour and pattern.
Because they do not have an outer coat, they do not absorb natural
oils; therefore, they require bathing to avoid skin problems. Some
cats need bathing each week; some can get away with a monthly bath.
To groom, rub the coat with your hands to encourage any dead hairs
to fall off. They shed very little.

Environment: Due to their
coat, they require a dry and warm environment and can suffer from
hypothermia if taken outside in winter. This cat will fit into a
household with a lot of hustle and bustle.

Vocality: Medium. Some
Cornish Rex cats are chattier than others, but in general they are
talkative.

Activity Level,
Trainability, and Play Time Needed with Owners: This is a very high
energy cat that has the intelligence to be trained to fetch. They
are one of the most playful and affectionate breeds and require
tons of attention from their owners! Definitely not a cat to be
left alone all day.

Compatibility with
Children and Other Pets: This breed is alright with children,
particularly gentle children. They are usually reasonably friendly
with other cats and animals.

Health Concerns: Some have
heart and thyroid problems. Most will live to about 10-14 years but
some will live into their twenties.
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Siamese


The Siamese is one of the oldest purebred cats
that come attached to many interesting myths and stories. These
blue-eyed wonders are outgoing, bossy and social, and are often
described as dog-like in personality.

Coat and Grooming: The
coat is short and the body is a light cream, which can get darker
with age. The points (colouring on the face, ears, tail, feet and
legs) are seal, blue, chocolate, lilac or cream. Tabby and tortie
varieties are also available. Groom the coat once a
week.

Environment: A home where
there is someone to socialise with at all times.

Vocality: This is the
champion meower. The noisiest cat.

Activity Level,
Trainability, and Play Time Needed with Owners: This is a highly
active breed and also one of the most intelligent. They can be
trained to fetch. They need a lot of playtime each day.

Compatibility with
Children and Other Pets: They are usually good with children. They
like the company of dogs and other Oriental cat breeds such as the
Burmese.

Health Concerns: The breed
is generally healthy and should live between 15-20 years, however
they are more likely to develop cat asthma than other
breeds.
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