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Chapter 1 Best Friends

Julie and Kleo were in their last year of high school. They had grown up together because their moms were best friends. They all lived in the same apartment on the Lunar colony. Both were born just as the war between Earth and its Colonies was ending. Neither had known their biological fathers. It had never bothered either one. There were other children they had grown up with who never knew either of their biologicals parents. Those children knew the names of their parents and what they done with their lives, but they weren’t as real as the people they had grown up with.

The small colony on Earth’s moon had recovered from its loses due to the war, but that of course didn’t mean there weren’t any scars. They just weren’t visible to many people. To Julie and Kleo, they could see what the war had done to their moms. If anything, the two women were closer than ever. They had been friends after they had met on the way to the Lunar colony. But they had never told their children about their lives before they were born. The women felt it was better to share an apartment so they could raise their children together as their broken hearts healed over time.

It was a good arrangement. The children grew up happy and healthy. Now they were at their lunch break at school.

Kleo looked at Julie. They were the best friends as their moms were. He never got tried of spending any time with Julie. He couldn’t say why that was. He felt he should just consider her his sister because they had grown up together in the same household, but he knew he couldn’t. He wasn’t sure why that was.

Julie finished eating and started humming.

He smiled at her. “What are you so happy about?”

“Nothing.”

He finished eating. “It’s not nothing. It’s definitely something.”

She giggled. She stared across the lunchroom at another boy.

Kleo looked in the direction she was staring in. He raised his eyebrows when he saw Jerry, the football captain waving at Julie. Kleo frowned. He knew Jerry’s reputation, but did Julie?

Julie turned her head to face Kleo again. “Why are you frowning?”

“Jerry goes through girls like they are nothing.”

“Oh, he told me none of them were right for him.”

“I bet. Does he believe he’s that charming?”

“He is charming and handsome.”

Kleo groaned. Was Julie really falling for that crap? Kleo had heard Jerry saying similar things to other girls. It was clear to Kleo that Julie wasn’t going to listen to her own best friend for once in her life. He continued to frown as she was smiling at Jerry.

The bell rang.

“Oh! We need to get back to class.” Julie stood up and got rid of her tray.

Kleo followed her. He glared at Jerry. Kleo could feel growling in his own throat.

Luciana was in the hydroponics lab. There were some students of different ages in the lab. She was giving them tips on how to check on the plants and the fish. Many of the students would soon be graduating soon and some had already requested to work in this lab with her and the other workers.

She knew how they were and was happy to know they wanted to work in the lab. Others, she knew, wanted to go to Earth or another colony to go to college. That was fine as well. It was a much bigger solar system now that everyone had been granted basic rights and freedoms. Such as the freedom of movement for all. Some she would miss. But she wondered about her daughter. Julie hadn’t said what she wanted to do once she graduated from school.

The thought made Luciana frown. She wondered if her daughter wanted to go to Earth to meet her biological father. Luciana felt like crying. It had been years, but it was still a big loss for her. It was the very reason Luciana had to leave Earth. Her life had become better after she had come to the moon. No one had questioned her about her baby. She was just accepted with her skills. Soon she had made some new friends.

She shook her head. It wouldn’t do to start crying again. It was done and over with. Her life was good now. She couldn’t complain. Then why was she so worried? Would her daughter make the same mistake she did? Luciana gasped.

Jorja was working at the scientist’s station. She was busy reviewing new data. Her eyes were glazing over. The data wasn’t anything new and the computer knew what to do with the numbers. She remembered when her husband John had left. She had known she would never see him again. After he was gone, so was the tame pet fox he had. Other colonists had asked her about it.

She simply replied that the fox had died the day he had left because it couldn’t live without him. No one questioned her further. But she had done nothing to the pet door in her quarters. Occasionally, a cat would enter to check out her quarters, but would soon leave whenever they had smelled her.

She knew why, of course, even if she had never said anything to anyone about it. Not even to her best friend Luciana. She knew what her husband was and why he never mentioned he was really the tame fox. The difference between her and husband was that she had learned early she shouldn’t change into her animal form. She had learned control.

No human had ever suspected her once she had learned control. But the cats always knew. They all knew and she knew they knew. She could talk to them in ways humans couldn’t. All she had to do was look them in the eyes. They had an understanding. The cats had long kept her secret with her.

She always wondered why her husband hadn’t known. Perhaps he was too afraid to talk about being a werefox. Certainly there was still lots of prejudice against were creatures. Many humans still completely denied their existence. Really, it wasn’t good to be a were creature if the humans knew.

She was still musing. She wondered about her son, Kleo. She knew he was a were creature as she was. But what was his animal form? It drove her crazy not to know. There just wasn’t enough data on were creatures. Would he become a fox? Or a cat? Or some combination of the two? She shook her head. She had read Herbert Mineur’s notes from the Martian colony. He didn’t know that answer any better than she did. Although he knew a lot about were creatures. That knowledge tended to comfort Jorja. He was one human who didn’t have a problem with good were creatures. In other words, the ones who didn’t attack humans. Jorja and her husband were that sort of were creatures.

The one thing she did know, was that sooner or later, she would have to tell her son. She needed to warn him and help him learn control. He was a good natured boy. He rarely loss his temper, but what if did? She gasped. He would shift into his animal form. She covered her mouth with her hand.

She would have to keep a close eye on his moods. She wondered why it hadn’t happened before now. Perhaps he had inherited her control. She lowered her hand and resumed her work.
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