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Abbey Theatre, the. Ireland’s national theater. Considered one of the most prestigious theater companies in the world, the Abbey is one of the important institutions to emerge from the Irish Revival of the late nineteenth century. In 1899, Lady Gregory, W. B. Yeats, and others created the Irish Literary Theatre, which became known as the Abbey Theatre in 1904. As a writers’ theater, its main objective was to encourage the staging of Irish plays for Irish audiences at a time when theater in Ireland was dominated by the offerings of British touring companies. The Abbey also aimed to uphold the highest artistic principles and to provide an alternative to the melodrama and vaudeville of the commercial theaters. Early on, the movement produced a crop of talented playwrights, including Yeats, Lady Gregory, J. M. Synge, and Seán O’Casey, whose contribution to world drama has been widely acknowledged. The Abbey’s initial success was considerably enhanced by the acting talents of Frank and Willie Fay. Some of the early productions became embroiled in the politics of the day, causing disturbances in the theater. Most notoriously, J. M. Synge’s Playboy of the Western World (1907) and Seán O’Casey’s The Plough and the Stars (1926) caused riots because of their iconoclastic attacks on idealized cultural nationalism. Destroyed by fire in 1951, the theater was redeveloped to include a smaller auditorium (the Peacock) and reopened in 1966. Although criticized for its conservatism at times, the Abbey continues to be the most important institution in Irish theater. In 1990, the Abbey triumphed with a production of Brian Friel’s Dancing at Lughnasa, which toured to great acclaim in London and New York. The best of contemporary playwrights continue to work at the Abbey, including Marina Carr, Conor McPherson, and Eugene O’Brien. P.J.M.

Adams, Gerry (1948–). Politician, president of Sinn Féin (1983–present), Member of Parliament (MP) for West Belfast. Gerry Adams was born on October 6, 1948, into a working-class republican family in West Belfast. Educated in local Catholic schools, Adams joined the republican movement in 1964. When Sinn Féin split in 1969/70, he sided with the Provisional wing, and became active in the Northern Ireland Civil Rights Association (NICRA) campaign. By early 1970, he was suspected of playing a leading role in the Ballymurphy unit of the Provisional IRA (Irish Republican Army) in Belfast. He is credited with devising the “economic targets” bombing campaign. In 1972, Adams was interned without trial, but briefly released to participate in secret peace talks with the British government. The talks failed, but Adams reputedly became Adjutant for Belfast and important in the “middle leadership” of the IRA. He was interned again in 1973–76 and 1978, and was officially charged with membership in the IRA but was never convicted.
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Gerry Adams (illustration credit ill.15)

As a northern leadership of the IRA emerged in the late 1970s, Adams pressed for its political wing, Sinn Féin, to be more involved in electoral politics in Northern Ireland. He consolidated his leadership role as Sinn Féin vice president during the republican prisoners’ hunger strikes of 1981, and in 1983 he became president of Sinn Féin.

A member of the United Kingdom Parliament since 1983 (except for 1992–97 when SDLP (Social Democratic and Labour Party) representative Dr. Joe Hendron defeated him), Adams has refused to take his seat at Westminster in keeping with party policy.

Following talks with SDLP leader John Hume (started in 1988), and overtures to the British and Irish governments, Adams helped to secure an IRA cease-fire in August 1994, which lasted until February 1996. In September 1997, after the declaration of a second IRA cease-fire in July of that year, Adams and his negotiating team joined multiparty talks to end the conflict. The resulting Belfast (or Good Friday) Agreement, April 1998, fell well short of republican objectives, but Adams hoped it could be used as a base for further negotiations and campaigned vigorously for its acceptance. In May 1998, 95 percent of the people in the Republic and 71 percent of those in Northern Ireland accepted the agreement. In June 1998, Adams won a seat in the new Northern Ireland Assembly. He led Sinn Féin to an electoral peak of 21.7 percent in the Westminster election in the summer of 2001, narrowly overtaking the SDLP as Northern Ireland’s largest nationalist party. In the fall of 2001, he helped to secure an IRA decommissioning of part of its arsenal and, early in 2002, spoke openly of the need to secure the consent of a majority of the people of Northern Ireland for a united Ireland. Although he has largely been successful in unifying the republican movement behind the peace process, Adams has not been able to prevent splits in the IRA, though they have been limited in significance. His immediate ambition, it seems, is to make Sinn Féin the largest nationalist party in Northern Ireland and a more significant force in the Republic, as well. M.M.

Aer Lingus. Ireland’s national airline. In April 1936, Aer Lingus Teoranta, which was comprised of one six-seat aircraft, was registered as a private airline by the Irish government. After providing the vital Dublin to Liverpool air link during World War II, Aer Lingus greatly expanded its fleet and services over the next two decades. Routes to numerous British and European cities were opened between 1945 and 1960 and services from Dublin and Shannon to New York, Boston, and Chicago were inaugurated between 1958 and 1966. In 2000, Aer Lingus operated a fleet of thirty-eight aircraft carrying close to seven million passengers and made a profit of 79.9 million. As a consequence of the events of September 11, 2001, the airline lost 50 million dollars in 2001. Aer Lingus adapted to the worldwide fall in demand for air travel by restructuring and reducing its workforce by one-third. S.A.B.
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Harvesting at Traditional Irish Farm, Muckross Estate, Killarney, County Kerry (illustration credit ill.39)

agriculture. Ireland’s economy has traditionally been based on agriculture. Sixty-four percent of the land of Ireland (17 million acres) is used for agriculture, with forestry accounting for a further 9.4 percent in 2001. Ireland’s maritime climate, with high rainfall and relatively low summer but high winter temperatures, is suitable for grass growing and animal production, but makes growing crops difficult. The percentage of grassland (80 percent) is the highest of any European Union (EU) country. Therefore, agricultural production is dominated by livestock, with beef, dairy products, and sheep meat accounting for about three-quarters of overall production. Minor commodities include grain, sugarbeet, potatoes, pigs, and poultry. Around two-thirds of total production is exported, and access to lucrative export markets has always been a government priority.

Some of the earliest farming settlements in Europe, circa 3000 B.C., were discovered at the Céide Fields in County Mayo. The Celts who arrived about 300 B.C. introduced the brehon system of tribal land tenure, which survived up to the time of Elizabeth I, much longer than elsewhere in Europe, where crop production favored the individual possession of land. The arrival of the Normans in the twelfth century had no long-term impact on agricultural practices or structures. However, the plantations in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries rudely disrupted the old order. Not only was tribal tenure replaced by the feudal system, but ownership of land passed completely into the hands of the old Anglo-Irish families or the new English and Scottish settlers. By the end of the eighteenth century, about 95 percent of Ireland’s land was owned by settlers (who constituted less than 0.5 percent of the population), many of them absentee landlords.

During the nineteenth century, livestock became firmly established as the preferred mode of farming because it was more profitable than tillage. A numerous tenantry, once an asset, now became a liability, leading to a sharp increase in emigration. The Land Act of 1885 introduced a voluntary purchase scheme to enable tenants to own their land. Land purchase was subsequently made compulsory in the first Land Act passed by the Free State government in 1923. The owner-occupied family farm became the fundamental unit of agricultural production.

In the first five decades of independence, the Land Commission enforced a program of land purchase and redistribution to maximize the number of families working the land. However, technological progress in farming, together with rising incomes outside of agriculture, has increased the minimum size for farm viability. While the number of family farms has declined steadily from 398,000 in 1900 to 144,000 in 1999, average farm size has increased from 31.4 acres to 72.4 acres. With the growth of nonagricultural employment in rural areas, part-time farming has become common. It is now estimated that on 45 percent of farms, either the farmer and/or his or her spouse has an off-farm job.

Agriculture, traditionally the backbone of the economy, is becoming less important as Ireland’s economic structure diversifies. In 1922, the agricultural sector in the Irish Free State accounted for about one-third of gross domestic product, just over half of total employment, and almost three-quarters of merchandise exports. By 2001, agriculture’s share of national output had fallen to just over 3 percent, while its share of national employment was 6.5 percent.

Farmers reacted to their declining importance by lobbying hard for protection and support. They enthusiastically supported Ireland’s membership in the European Economic Community (as the EU was then called) in 1973 not only because it guaranteed market access to the high-priced EU market, but, more significantly, because the cost of supporting farm prices was transferred from the Irish to the much larger EU budget through the operation of the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy (CAP).

However, the CAP itself became subject to pressures for reform on budgetary grounds. Milk quotas were introduced in 1984, and in 1992, on the proposal of Agricultural Commissioner Ray MacSharry, support prices were reduced for some commodities while farmers were compensated through increased direct payments. Direct payments now account for 57 percent of farmers’ total income and this will rise in the next few years.

Agriculture has had both negative and positive environmental impacts. Fertilizer runoff contributes to the eutrophication of waterways and rising nitrate levels in groundwater. Silage effluent spillages have been responsible for killing fish. Agriculture in Ireland contributes one-third of total greenhouse gas emissions of all EU countries. On the other hand, agriculture has shaped the natural environment and produced much of Ireland’s breathtaking landscape. Integrating environmental considerations into agricultural policy is a major challenge for the industry in the new millennium. Whether agriculture’s future lies in being a competitive producer of food or a supplier of amenities and environmental goods is now the key question for debate. A.M.

Ahern, Bertie (1951–). Politician, Taoiseach (prime minister), leader of Fianna Fáil. Born in Dublin, Ahern worked as an accountant before becoming a full-time public representative. Member of the Dáil (Parliament) since 1977, he was minister for labour (1987–91) and minister for finance (1991–1994). Leader of Fianna Fáil since 1994, Ahern became Taoiseach in 1997. He developed a reputation as an excellent constituency worker early in his career and soon became the dominant politician in his inner-city Dublin community. He came to national prominence as minister for labour as a negotiator and mediator in labor disputes. Ahern played a major role in the development of the model of social partnership between the government and the main national interest groups, which has become the dominant policy model in Ireland since 1987 and which is credited with the rapid growth in the Irish economy since then. He has established excellent relations with the Irish trade union movement. His political skills were used by Fianna Fáil as they negotiated their first coalition government agreement in 1989 and also in the peace talks leading to the Good Friday Agreement signed in Belfast on April 10, 1998. In May 2002, Ahern led Fianna Fáil to a major victory (eighty-one seats) in a general election. J.D.

Aiken, Frank (1898–1983). Politician, government minister, IRA (Irish Republican Army) leader. Born in County Armagh, Aiken joined the Irish Volunteers in 1913 and was an IRA commander during the War of Independence. Opponent of the Anglo-Irish Treaty of 1921, he succeeded Liam Lynch as chief of staff of the IRA in April 1923, after Lynch was shot by Free State troops. He immediately sought an end to the Irish Civil War, which officially ceased in May 1923. Aiken was a founding member of Fianna Fáil and served under Éamon de Valera and Seán Lemass, most notably as minister for defense in 1932–45, finance 1945–48, and foreign affairs 1951–54, and again in 1957–69. P.E.

aisling. A common motif in Celtic mythology that takes its name from the Gaelic word for a dream or a vision. From the eighteenth century onward the word was associated with a form of allegorical poetry—most commonly practiced in Munster—in which a beautiful woman (Ireland) bemoans being forsaken by her husband in the aftermath of the Jacobean wars. The poems often ended on a positive note with hope of French, Spanish, or papal deliverance from British rule. B.D.

Allgood, Molly (1887–1952). Actress, stage name Máire O’Neill. Born in Dublin, Molly was sent to an orphanage, along with her sister Sara Allgood, after their father’s death, and subsequently apprenticed to a dressmaker. In 1905, she joined the Abbey Theatre Company, where, with Sara and the Fay brothers, she developed the understated Abbey style of acting. Also in 1905, Molly became engaged to J. M. Synge, who died four years later. She played Pegeen Mike in Synge’s The Playboy of the Western World (1907); the play caused riots in Dublin, but subsequent performances in London were a personal triumph. In 1911, she married George Herbert Mair, and continued her successful acting career in England. After Mair’s death in 1926, she married an Abbey actor, Arthur Sinclair. With him and her sister Sara, she appeared many times in plays by Seán O’Casey. Her later years were troubled by divorce and financial problems. J.C.E.L.

Allgood, Sara (1883–1950). Actress. Born in Dublin, Sara and her sister Molly Allgood were raised in an orphanage. In the first years of the century, Sara acted in plays performed by Maud Gonne’s women’s nationalist group, Inghinidhe na hÉireann (Daughters of Ireland). The stage manager of these plays, William Fay, invited her to join the National Theatre Society in 1903. Sara acted in Yeats’s The King’s Threshold (1903) and played Maurya in Synge’s Riders to the Sea (1904). With her sister Molly and the Fay brothers, she was instrumental in developing the Abbey Theatre’s acting style. Her interpretation of Maurya, modeled on her own grandmother, was praised for its naturalness and intensity of emotion. On the opening night of the Abbey Theatre in 1904, she played Mrs. Fallon in Lady Gregory’s Spreading the News. She joined John Hartley Manner’s touring company in 1915, and married another actor, Gerald Henson, while on tour in Australia. He and their son died of influenza in 1918. Allgood returned to the Abbey in 1920 and gave memorable performances as Juno in Seán O’Casey’s Juno and the Paycock, and as Bessie Burgess in the London production of The Plough and the Stars. After an American tour she settled in Hollywood in 1940, but her transition to film acting was not successful. She died in poverty. J.C.E.L.

Alliance Party of Northern Ireland (APNI). Political party. The APNI, a moderate, cross-community party, was formed in April 1970 by activists who had campaigned for Unionist Prime Minister Captain Terence O’Neill in the February 1969 “Crossroads” election. Though in favor of the union with Britain, the party advocates a united community within Northern Ireland. Largely middle-class in composition, it draws support from both Catholics and Protestants—the only significant party to do so. Currently aligned with the Liberal Democrat Party in Britain, the APNI, while supporting union with Britain, would accept formal links with the Republic of Ireland. The party appears to be in long-term decline, because moderates and liberals are joining mainstream unionist parties. M.M.

Allingham, William (1824–89). Poet. Allingham was born in Ballyshannon, County Donegal. While working as a customs officer, he frequently visited London, where he befriended many writers, including Leigh Hunt, Carlyle, the Brownings, Tennyson, and members of the Pre-Raphaelite circle. Rossetti and Millais illustrated his poetry collection Day and Night Songs (1854). Allingham retired to London in 1870, where he became the editor of Fraser’s Magazine. His poetry was inspired by philosophical, social, and psychological ideas. He also published an anthology of ballads, and wrote poems about the fairy world, which profoundly influenced the young W. B. Yeats. His most ambitious work was Laurence Bloomfield in Ireland (1864), a long narrative poem addressing the tensions between landlords and tenants. J.C.E.L.

Altan. Traditional music band. Altan was formed in 1983 by fiddler and singer Mairéad Ní Mhaonaigh of Gweedore and her husband, flute player Frankie Kennedy (1955–94). Rooted in the repertoire and style of County Donegal, the unique, thorough integrity of Altan’s many albums has made considerable impact not only in Ireland, but in folk music circles in Europe and in the United States. F.V.

American Civil War, the (1861–65). The most violent and traumatic episode in US history, resulting in some 620,000 deaths. This conflict is considered the defining moment of the American Republic, ensuring the survival of the Union and the abolition of slavery. Having predominantly settled in the urban centers of the North, Irish immigrants played an important, if often exaggerated, part in the Union victory. Nearly 150,000 of the over two million troops who served in the Federal armies, were of Irish origin. Included in these ranks was the famous Irish Brigade, commanded by the Young Irelander Thomas Francis Meagher. This unit consisted of three regiments recruited from New York City’s Irish population, including the celebrated “Fighting 69th,” which lost more than half its men in a heroic charge at the Battle of Antietam.

However, Irish enlistment rates were below those of other immigrant groups and native-born Americans. Most likely, this was because of the antagonism of Catholic immigrants (who mainly supported the peace faction of the Democratic Party) toward the nativist Republican Party and its pro-war, anti-slavery platform. Irish fear of competition at the bottom of the socioeconomic ladder fueled a series of anti-black “draft riots,” the most infamous of which occurred in New York City in 1863. Immigrants from Ireland also contributed to the Confederate side. For example, Irish dock workers from New Orleans were a major component of the “Louisiana Tigers,” while John Mitchel, the Young Ireland radical, was an ardent supporter of the South. The war, although disruptive of Fenian fund-raising efforts in the United States, ultimately provided a number of hardened veterans for the nationalist cause. Most prominently, Union Captain T. J. Kelly became the leader of the Fenian Brotherhood and led the 1867 rising. J.P.

American Revolution, the (American War of Independence) (1775–83). The rebellion of thirteen British North American colonies caused by resentment over taxation and the absence of parliamentary representation. Despite a number of early setbacks, the colonists (significantly aided by France from 1778) won important victories at Saratoga in 1777 and Yorktown in 1781, culminating in the independence and the foundation of the United States in 1783. Irish immigrants and Irish Americans, particularly Ulster Presbyterians who constituted the largest white, non-English ethnic group in the colonies, played a central role in the Revolution. As much as one-third of the Continental army was of Irish descent, including twenty-six general officers. General Richard Montgomery, a Dublin native, commanded the American forces that invaded Canada in 1775. Continental Army Major General John Sullivan waged a devastating campaign against the Iroquois (British allies). Sullivan was the son of Limerick-born James Sullivan, the former governor of Massachusetts. Another son of Irish immigrants, Henry Knox, served as Washington’s head of Artillery. After the war, Knox became the army’s commander in chief and then secretary of war of the new republic. John Barry, a Wexford native, is credited as founder of the American navy. Timothy Murphy (a generation removed from Ireland) was believed to be the best shot in the Continental army. From a distance, he successfully killed two ranking British officers, thereby contributing to the American victory at Saratoga.

The Revolution deeply affected Ireland, where many Irish “patriots” clearly recognized common grievances with the American colonists. Irish reformers headed by Henry Grattan and backed by the Volunteer movement (local units nominally raised to defend Ireland while much of its regular garrison was engaged abroad) took advantage of the imperial crisis to extract important economic and political concessions (free trade 1779 and legislative independence 1782) from the British government. J.P.

An Claidheamh Soluis (1899–1930). The newspaper of the Gaelic League. Its title means “The Sword of Light.” The newspaper was extremely influential both culturally and politically, particularly up to the establishment of the Irish Free State in 1922. Its more famous editors included Eoin MacNeill and Patrick Pearse. The newspaper had a bilingual policy of developing and supporting debate and literature in both Irish and English. A.T.

Ancient Order of Hibernians (AOH). Catholic, nationalist benevolent society. The Ancient Order of Hibernians was formed in New York in 1836. In Ireland, its origins are unclear, but its roots were in the late-eighteenth-century secret peasant societies such as the Defenders and Ribbonmen, which were formed as Catholic reaction to the Orange Order. The AOH, which remains exclusively Catholic and male, adopted freemason-style rituals and regalia. After the Famine, the AOH became one of the strongest Irish movements in America. Its purpose was to defend the Irish Catholic community, and it was prominent in New York during anti-Irish riots in the 1840s and 1850s, and the Orange riots of the 1870s. The order was active in Irish American politics and raised money for nationalist movements in Ireland. Its association with the Molly Maguires, a secret society among Irish miners in the Pennsylvania coal fields in the 1870s, was the subject of press hysteria, but the connection seems to have been exaggerated.

During the 1880s, Clan na Gael dominated the American organization. In 1878, the American AOH opened membership to those of Irish descent. The Irish organization, which had become more formally organized and publically active from the 1870s, split in the 1880s, but reunited at the turn of the century as the Ancient Order of Hibernians (Board of Erin). From the 1880s, the AOH became increasingly more important in Ireland, mainly in Ulster. After the lifting of a clerical ban (as a “secret society”) in 1904, the order spread to other parts of Ireland, and AOH halls in many Irish towns date from these years.

The Belfast nationalist Joseph Devlin was the order’s national president in Ireland from 1905 to 1934. Under Devlin, the AOH expanded as a political network. Membership grew from ten thousand in 1905 to sixty thousand in 1909, mainly in Ulster and the neighboring counties, as the AOH worked alongside the parliamentary nationalist movement. The renewed prospect of home rule also prompted constitutional nationalists to join the AOH. The Irish Parliamentary Party, led by John Redmond, needed it as a branch network to replace its declining grass-roots organization, the United Irish League (UIL).

Because of its narrow sectarianism and its association with machine politics and jobbery, the AOH was much despised by Sinn Féin, by some nationalist leaders, including the land agitator and MP (member of Parliament) William O’Brien, and by socialists like James Connolly and James Larkin. In Northern Ireland, the order was closely associated with the nationalist Party until the 1970s. Although the AOH survives in Ireland, it has declined in recent decades and is now politically insignificant. In America it remains widely organized, but mostly middle-class and conservative. The AOH has been at the center of controversy since the early 1990s for excluding the Irish Lesbian and Gay Organization from the New York St. Patrick’s Day parade. P.D.

Andrews, John Millar (1871–1956). Prime minister of Northern Ireland, 1940–43. Born in County Antrim, into a business family, Andrews was MP (member of Parliament) for County Down, 1921–29, and for Mid-Down from 1929. He was minister for labour in the Northern Ireland cabinet, 1921–37, and minister for finance, 1937–40. He served briefly as Stormont prime minister from 1940 to 1943. His most significant achievement was to negotiate an agreement with the British exchequer to maintain the equivalent British welfare services in Northern Ireland. Failure to mobilize effectively for war led to his replacement by Basil Brooke. He died in 1956. M.M.

Anglo-Irish, the. At its simplest level, this term denotes people, born or living in Ireland, who are of English ancestry. Traditionally, the English presence in Ireland is dated from 1170, when Dermot MacMurrough, the deposed king of Leinster, invited Anglo-Norman Lord Richard fitz Gilbert (Strongbow) to help him regain his throne. This invitation opened a veritable Pandora’s box, which ultimately led to English domination of Ireland.

The Anglo-Saxon presence in Ireland is, actually, the result of a highly complex process. Both Strongbow and his overlord, Henry II, the first King of England to claim sovereignty in Ireland, were in fact Normans. These descendants of the Vikings had subjugated England from their French Duchy in 1066 and until the fourteenth century they remained a French-speaking ruling class in their newly acquired kingdom of England. In Ireland, Norman lords came to dominate the Pale (an area around Dublin) and were scattered throughout much of the rest of the country where, over time, they often intermarried with the families of Gaelic chieftains, creating a hybrid culture that was often more Irish than Norman. This process of assimilation was so alarming to the English authorities that the Anglo-Norman–dominated Irish Parliament passed the notorious Statute of Kilkenny (1366). The statute, although ultimately doomed to failure, was a direct attempt to preserve English law, customs, and culture within the Anglo-Norman colony in Ireland. Some of its clauses banned intermarriage between English settlers and Gaelic natives and the use of the Irish language and dress.

Historically, many of the most powerful and influential Irish families, like the Butlers and Fitzgeralds—to name only two—were descended from these so-called Anglo-Normans. With the Protestant Reformation and Henry VIII’s establishment of a formal kingship over Ireland in the 1530s and 1540s, a new nomenclature emerged to distinguish between old, usually Catholic, families of Norman and Saxon origin and new Protestant officials and settlers from England. Thus, the respective names Old English and New English were born. The Catholic Old English sided with their Gaelic co-religionists in the Rebellion of 1641 and the ensuing Confederate War (1641–53). After the Cromwellian Settlement of the 1650s, the Old English ceased to be distinguished from the Gaels, and both became simply Catholic. In turn, the New English, joined by a sizable influx of Protestant settlers, became known as the Anglo-Irish. This latter nomenclature is most commonly used to denote the tiny minority (the so-called Protestant Ascendancy) drawn from the established Protestant Church of Ireland, who owned some 90 percent of the land and dominated Ireland economically, politically, and socially in the eighteenth, nineteenth, and early twentieth centuries. Yet, it is important to remember that there were also tens of thousands of Anglo-Irish farmers, merchants, and artisans (totaling some 10 percent of the population) in the south of Ireland by 1700.

The Anglo-Irish have traditionally played a disproportionate cultural role in Irish society, particularly in the realm of literature in English. For example, Jonathan Swift (author of Gulliver’s Travels), the Protestant dean of St. Patrick’s Cathedral in Dublin, was the most prominent Irish writer of the eighteenth century. More significantly, many of the writers involved in the Irish Revival (c.1890–1910) were Anglo-Irish. Included in this movement, which centered on the Abbey Theatre in Dublin, were such internationally renowned playwrights and authors as W. B. Yeats, Lady Gregory, J. M. Synge, and, less directly, George Bernard Shaw. Ironically, the Anglophone writers of the Irish Revival, who were reacting against a perceived English cultural imperialism, were themselves often dismissed as “West Britons” by members of the contemporaneous Gaelic Revival who advocated a purely Irish-language literature.

Some of Ireland’s greatest nationalist leaders and politicians have been Anglo-Irish, such as Henry Grattan, Wolfe Tone, Robert Emmet, Isaac Butt, Charles Stewart Parnell, and Erskine Childers, to name a few. With the disestablishment of the Church of Ireland (1869), land reform (1881, 1903), and, finally, independence (1922), the Anglo-Irish gradually shrank to the roughly 4 percent of the population of the Republic that they are today, and the term is rarely used in a modern context. J.P.

Anglo-Irish Agreement (1985). Agreement between the Irish and British governments, signed at Hillsborough, County Down, on November 15, 1985. Since the failure of Sunningdale’s Council of Ireland in 1973, British policy in Ireland had concentrated on security and finding common ground for an internal settlement. Unionists preferred direct rule from London to any form of power sharing, and the influence of constitutional nationalism waned in the absence of any real progress. Following the hunger strikes of 1981, nationalist supporters began to desert the Social Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP) in favor of Sinn Féin’s sterner Republicanism. Both the Fine Gael–Labour coalition in Dublin and Margaret Thatcher’s Conservative government in London were seriously concerned that Sinn Féin would become the majority voice of the Catholic nationalist community. In 1985, the Anglo-Irish Agreement committed both governments to the principle that Northern Ireland’s constitutional status would not change without the consent of a majority of its people. The agreement also gave a consultative role to the government of the Republic of Ireland in the administration of Northern Ireland.

There was some disappointment on both sides. The Irish government found its influence to be strictly secondary to Britain’s perceptions of stable administration. The British were disappointed at the poor level of cooperation between the north and south on security. Republicans generally rejected the agreement but were impressed by Britain’s willingness to defy unionist objections. Unionists, for their part, were frightened by the prospect of deals over their heads, and began to organize resistance to joint authority. Sinn Féin’s electoral advance was checked temporarily, while loyalist paramilitaries saw an incentive to act. Nevertheless, the agreement moved both republicans and loyalists toward sowing the seeds of peace. M.M.

Anglo-Irish Treaty (1921). Agreement ending the War of Independence. In a meeting on July 8, 1921, Éamon de Valera and General Macready, the commander in chief of British forces in Ireland, agreed to end the Anglo-Irish War. The truce came into effect on Monday July 11, 1921. De Valera arrived in London the following day to meet with British Prime Minister Lloyd George, but initial negotiations failed to secure an agreement.

On September 29, Lloyd George suggested that Irish delegates come to a conference in London with a view to determine “how the association of Ireland with the British Commonwealth may be reconciled with Irish national aspirations.”

De Valera sent a delegation representing Dáil Éireann (Irish parliament), consisting of chief negotiators Arthur Griffith, Michael Collins, and Robert Barton, and legal advisors Éamonn Duggan and George Gavan Duffy. Erskine Childers also attended as nonvoting secretary. The delegates had the power to sign any agreement, but they were also confusingly told to report back to Dublin before signing anything. In what some have seen as a controversial move—that has been open to many interpretations—de Valera decided not to attend, arguing that his presence was needed in Dublin to gather support for any agreement. Some historians have argued that he did not want to take the blame in the event of a compromise solution.

Negotiations opened in London on October 11, 1921, with the British delegation led by Prime Minister Lloyd George, Winston Churchill, Austin Chamberlain, and Lord Birkenhead. The Irish delegation had been instructed to seek recognition for the thirty-two-county Irish Republic, which had been created by the first Dáil in January 1919. If this failed, the delegates were told to give up some independence in return for the preservation of unity. De Valera also argued for some degree of “external association” between a united Ireland and Britain, whereby Ireland would not actually be part of the British empire, but would be closely affiliated with it.

The British, on the other hand, were adamant that Ireland should remain part of the Commonwealth and that the demands of the Ulster unionists be satisfied. Given these divergent positions, talks on political sovereignty and unity remained divisive, while matters such as trade, defense, and national debt were quickly resolved.

On November 2, Arthur Griffith, the leader of the Irish delegation, agreed that Ireland would remain part of the Commonwealth in return for Lloyd George’s promise to persuade Ulster unionists to accept Irish unity. His efforts failed and on November 8, as an alternative solution, Lloyd George offered to establish a Boundary Commission that would redefine the Northern Ireland border. The British continued to reject the idea of “external association” and insisted that Ireland remain part of the British empire. Griffith reluctantly accepted the proposal and at the end of November returned to Dublin with a final draft of proposals for a treaty. On December 3, the Dáil rejected the proposals and instructed Griffith to renegotiate, without giving him specific guidelines.

Back in London, Griffith brought up the question of partition again, but Lloyd George pointed out that they had already agreed to a Boundary Commission. He did, however, modify the oath of allegiance and agreed that the Free State should be free to impose its own tariffs. Griffith wanted to bring these new terms back to Dublin, but Lloyd George gave him an ultimatum—they either agreed to the terms or “immediate and terrible war” would recommence. The delegates signed “the articles of agreement for a treaty” on December 6, 1921.

Under the agreement, twenty-six counties of Ireland would become the Irish Free State, a member of the British Commonwealth of Nations, with dominion status equal to that of Canada. A governor general would represent the British monarch and members of the Irish legislature would be required to take an oath of allegiance. If any of the six counties of Northern Ireland (Derry, Antrim, Down, Armagh, Tyrone, Fermanagh) decided not to become part of the Irish Free State, then a Boundary Commission would be established to adjust the border “in accordance with the wishes of the inhabitants.” Britain also retained ownership of the ports of Cobh and Berehaven in County Cork, and Lough Swilly in County Donegal for defense purposes.

In Dublin, the debate on the treaty, which began on December 14, 1921, was emotional and divisive. De Valera rejected the treaty outright. Dominion status, which some argued gave Britain too much influence in Ireland, and the oath of allegiance took up most of the debate. There was less discussion on partition. The treaty was ratified by the Dáil on January 7, 1922, by sixty-four votes to fifty-seven. De Valera resigned as president (to be replaced by Griffith) and led the anti-treaty faction out of the Dáil following elections in June 1922. The Civil War commenced on June 28, 1922. P.E.

Anglo-Irish War, the (January 1919–July 1921). Campaign of guerrilla warfare against the British army and RIC (Royal Irish Constabulary) by the Irish Republican Army (IRA), also known as the War of Independence. On January 21, 1919, twenty-seven (of the seventy-three) Sinn Féin elected members (who had won seats in the December 1918 general election) who were not in jail, or on the run, formed the Irish Parliament, Dáil Éireann, and declared the creation of an independent Irish Republic. On the same day, the South Tipperary Brigade of the Volunteers ambushed and killed two policemen escorting explosives to a quarry at Soloheadbeg in County Tipperary. This incident is generally seen as the start of the War of Independence. The conflict, which lasted until July 11, 1921, had three distinct phases: the IRA campaign against the RIC; the struggle between the IRA and the Auxiliaries/Black and Tans; the use of IRA flying columns and the search for a peaceful solution.

The Volunteers (who in August 1919 renamed themselves the Irish Republican Army) adopted guerrilla tactics, striking quickly and fading back into the countryside. While, in theory, command lay with Cathal Brugha, the minister for defense, the nature of guerrilla warfare made it necessary for local commanders to maintain complete control, while the Dáil was forced to endorse and take full responsibility for their actions.

Following the Soloheadbeg ambush, Cathal Brugha issued an order authorizing the shooting of soldiers and policemen and RIC barracks were targeted by the IRA as a source of weapons. In the Dáil, Éamon de Valera proposed a motion that RIC members be “ostracized.” Recruitment fell drastically, as policemen became social outcasts and the victims of intimidation. Many resigned and, in the countryside, barracks became deserted as RIC officers were transferred to larger urban centers. By the summer of 1919, over fifty policemen had been killed and during Easter 1920, the IRA, in a gesture of defiance, burned many of the abandoned barracks throughout the country.

In June 1919, de Valera, who had escaped from jail in England in April, traveled to the United States to raise funds and support for the recognition of the Irish Republic. During his absence, Michael Collins emerged as the chief intelligence coordinator of the IRA campaign. Early in the war, he successfully established a counterintelligence network and organized a “squad” to eliminate government spies.

When the situation spiraled out of control, Lloyd George refused to send in the army because this would have given the conflict the status of a war. Instead, five thousand former World War I soldiers were recruited to support the RIC. They were called the Black and Tans from the colors of their uniform. Another group, the Auxiliaries, which was made up of 1,500 ex–British army officers, was formed in August 1920. The IRA’s guerrilla tactics, however, proved to be unbeatable. This led to the brutal Black and Tan campaign of terror and reprisals exemplified by the murder on March 19, 1920, of Tomás *MacCurtain, lord mayor of Cork, in front of his wife and family.

As the atrocities escalated, Lloyd George attempted to find a political solution by introducing the Government of Ireland Act, which partitioned Ireland and for which no Irish MPs (member of Parliament) of any persuasion voted when it was passed on December 23, 1920. Under this legislation, two parliaments were to be set up, one in Dublin for twenty-six of the thirty-two counties and one in Belfast for the other six. The act failed to bring peace. Sinn Féin ignored it and the Ulster unionists only reluctantly accepted it.

On Bloody Sunday, November 21, 1920, eleven British agents were assassinated in Dublin by Collins’s squad. In reprisal, that same afternoon the Auxiliaries fired into the crowd during a Gaelic football game in Croke Park, killing twelve people and wounding sixty others. That night, three prisoners, Peadar Clancy, Dick McKee, and Conor Clune were also shot while (according to Dublin Castle) “trying to escape.” A week later, seventeen Auxiliaries were killed at an ambush at Kilmichael, County Cork, and as a result, martial law was declared in Counties Cork, Kerry, Tipperary, and Limerick on December 10. A day later, British forces were ambushed outside Cork, and in retaliation, parts of Cork City were burned.

In December 1920, de Valera returned from the United States to find a full-scale war in progress. The IRA had perfected the tactic of the flying columns—where groups of up to thirty men operating mostly in Munster, Connacht, and South Ulster, would launch ambushes and surprise attacks. These men remained permanently on the run and were hidden and supported by the local population. On May 25, 1921, the IRA mounted a large-scale offensive, when they attacked and burned the Customs House in Dublin, the headquarters of British taxation and administrative services in Ireland.

By the summer of 1921, both sides realized that a political solution was essential. The war had cost the British government over twenty million pounds since 1919 and the behavior of the Black and Tans and Auxiliaries had become a great embarrassment. The IRA was short of weapons and ammunition and people were tired of the ongoing violence. On July 8, de Valera and General Macready, the commander in chief of British forces in Ireland, agreed to a cease-fire. The truce came into effect on July 11, 1921, but preliminary negotiations between de Valera and Lloyd George in London failed to secure any agreement. In October 1921, Irish delegates arrived back in London to negotiote what would become the Anglo-Irish Treaty. P.E.

Anglo-Norman Conquest. The Normans, from northern France, conquered England in 1066. A century later, some of their descendants in Wales and England invaded Ireland. Unlike the invasion of England, the Anglo-Normans came to Ireland by invitation.

In 1166, the deposed king of Leinster, Dermot MacMurrough, went to King Henry II of England asking for help to regain his kingdom. MacMurrough had abducted the wife of Tiernan O’Rourke, a local chieftain, fourteen years previously. O’Rourke was one of the enemies who drove MacMurrough out of Ireland. Some writers have drawn the parallel to the legend of Troy and exaggerated the episode’s significance in leading to the invasion. Dermot’s plea for help to Henry II to restore his kingdom, however, initiated the Anglo-Norman Conquest.

With Henry’s permission, Dermot recruited several hundred Anglo-Norman soldiers and their leader Strongbow. In return, Dermot offered Strongbow the succession of his kingdom and his daughter, Aoife, in marriage. Dermot returned to Ireland in August 1167, with Norman soldiers. After Strongbow’s arrival with one thousand men in August 1170, Dermot secured Leinster and the cities of Waterford and Dublin. Dermot died in 1171. Henry II feared that Strongbow had become too powerful and might try to recover his lost earldom of Pembroke. Also, Henry wanted to avoid condemnation for the murder of Thomas à Becket at Canterbury (December 29, 1170). The pope had encouraged the king to take Ireland because the Church there had not reformed sufficiently. Henry arrived near Waterford on October 17, 1171, with four hundred ships and four thousand men and asserted lordship over his Norman subjects and several Irish kings. He returned to England in April 1172, leaving Strongbow as his representative in Ireland.

The invasion was followed by a colonization and settlement. English law and institutions were introduced—later including a parliament, under the English crown. By the late thirteenth century, English rule was effective over two-thirds of the island. Anglo-Norman tenants settled much of Leinster and Munster. English and Welsh landless laborers also arrived. The settlement was part of a wider population expansion and movement in northwestern Europe.

At first the Normans built wooden castles, on artificial mounds, or mottes. Later they constructed stone castles, many of which survive today, such as those at Carrickfergus and Ballymote. The Normans developed agriculture on the estates around their manors and founded towns, including Sligo, New Ross, and Drogheda. Some settlements, such as Shanid in Limerick, were mainly military or administrative; others, like Carlow and Kilkenny, developed as centers of commerce.

The colony expanded and was consolidated in the thirteenth century, but it was only a partial conquest. Gaelic culture survived alongside that of the settlers, and large areas remained outside English law. The colony declined in the fourteenth century, and there was a revival in the power of the Irish lords. In spite of laws against such assimilation, many settlers had adopted the culture of the native Irish. English military campaigns failed to turn the tide, and in the fifteenth century the Norman rulers concentrated on consolidating an area around Dublin known as the Pale. In two books, A Topography of Ireland and The Conquest of Ireland, Gerald of Wales, a contemporary writer, gives a valuable account of the Anglo-Norman conquest, although he depicts the Irish as a barbarous, uncultured race. P.D.

Annals of the Four Masters, the. A compilation of annals that records the history of Ireland from early times to 1616. The work, Annála Ríoghachta Éireann, was written between the years 1632 and 1636 by the Franciscan brother Mícheál Ó Cléirigh with the aid of Cúchoigríche Ó Cléirigh, Cúchoigríche Ó Duibhgeannáin, and Fearfeasa Ó Maoilchonaire, who were collectively known as “the four masters.” Ó Cléirigh had many enemies in the Catholic University of Louvain and the finished product was heavily criticized there for going beyond just collecting material on the lives of Irish saints. The work is dedicated to its patron, Fearghal Ó Gadhra (a member of parliament for Sligo). B.D.

Antrim, County. Maritime county in the extreme northeast, in the province of Ulster, one of the six counties of Northern Ireland. The county has an area of 1,092 square miles and a population of est. 562,216 (1996). Only twenty miles across the Irish Sea from Scotland at its closest point, Antrim has served as a conduit linking the two Celtic peoples for nearly two millennia. In fact, Scotland draws its very name from an Antrim-based Irish tribe, the Scots, who expanded into the west of Caledonia from their Kingdom of Dál Riata during the fourth and fifth centuries.

County Antrim is known for the beauty of its rugged coastline. Located in the north of the county, the Giant’s Causeway is a spectacular collection of thousands of black basalt columns which were formed, geologists believe, approximately 60 million years ago. In the northeast, the world-famous green Glens of Antrim stretch inland from the sea. Belfast, Antrim’s and Northern Ireland’s capital and largest city, is located in the southern part of the county.

In the late medieval and early modern periods, Antrim and the west of Scotland were linked by the Lordship of the Isles headed by the Scottish MacDonald dynasty. During the late sixteenth and throughout the seventeenth centuries, a heavy influx of Scottish settlers radically altered the religious composition of the county. By the early eighteenth century, the county had the largest Protestant population on a percentile basis of any county in Ireland. In the 1790s, Antrim was at the forefront of the United Irish Movement and along with neighboring Down was one of only two Ulster counties to rise during the Rebellion of 1798. Today, Antrim’s population is mostly Protestant and Unionist. The economy of the county is mostly agricultural, with some textile production. Belfast has many different industries, including shipbuilding. Bushmills distillery, in the village of Bushmills, produces a famous whiskey. J.P.

Aosdána. State-funded association of artists engaged in literature, music, and visual arts. Established in 1981 and administered by the Arts Council, Aosdána aims to honor artists who have made a significant contribution to the arts and to assist members to devote their energies fully to art. Membership is confined to no more than two hundred artists of distinguished creative and original work. Members must be born in Ireland or a resident for five years. They are eligible to receive a Cnuas, or annuity, for five years. A maximum of five new members may be elected annually. Particular achievements are recognized through the award of Saoi, of which there are only five at any time. M.S.T.

Apprentice Boys. A Masonic-style organization that shares the Orange Order’s goal of Protestant supremacy. The organization was established in 1814 in memory of apprentice boys who, in defiance of city governors, shut the gates of Derry (Londonderry) City on Catholic troops loyal to King James II on December 7, 1688. The city subsequently withstood a Jacobite siege (known as the Siege of Derry) from April 18 to July 31, 1689. The Apprentice Boys represent a complex tradition of heroism, defense of liberty, religious intolerance, and, more so than other loyal orders, plebeian steadfastness. The annual Apprentice Boys march in the center of Derry symbolized Protestant domination of this predominantly Catholic city. The civil rights march of October 5, 1968, challenging the Protestant monopoly of local political power, is often considered the beginning of the modern Troubles. M.M.
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O’Brien’s Castle on Inisheer, Aran Islands (illustration credit ill.40)

Aran Islands, the. A group of three islands off the coast of County Galway and County Clare. The biggest of the three is Inishmore (population of 836), the smallest Inishmaan (population of 216), and the other Inisheer (population of 217). The islands get their name from the Irish word Ára, which means “a kidney,” and by extension a ridge or a back of land. The Aran Islands are renowned because of their archaeological interest and because they have produced or inspired several important writers. Irish is the main language of the islands and it is not surprising, therefore, that its authors should write in both Irish and English.

The most famous of these is Liam O’Flaherty (1896–1964), who celebrates the life of the island in his short stories Dúil (1953), as well as in his autobiography Shame the Devil (1934), and in some of his novels, such as The Black Soul (1934). The poet Máirtín Ó Direáin (1910–88) left Inishmore when he was eighteen years old, but the island became the central image in his poetry as a refuge from the awfulness of the modern world. Another native of the Aran Islands, Breandán Ó hEithir (1930–90), a nephew of Liam O’Flaherty, was a bilingual journalist, broadcaster, and novelist who cast a sardonic eye on Irish life in his numerous writings. Perhaps the most famous writer to explore the islands is the playwright John Millington Synge (1871–1909). After a brief stay in Inishmore, he perfected his Irish in Inishmaan, and he based the strange and exotic Hiberno-English of his plays on the rhythms, cadences, and syntax that he heard in the native language. Synge’s The Aran Islands (1907) is a travel book that is also a piece of personal reflection and examination. Other noteworthy visitors to the islands included Samuel Ferguson, Dr. William Wilde, and the scholars John O’Donovan and Eugene O’Curry. The American filmmaker of Irish descent Robert O’Flaherty made his famous documentary film Man of Aran in 1934. In recent years the author and cartographer Tim Robinson (1935–) has lovingly mapped the islands as well as exhaustively written about every aspect of the landscape, history, and archaeology in Stones of Aran (1986 and 1995).
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Traditional Cottage, Aran Islands (illustration credit ill.41)

Dún Aengus, perched on the high cliffs above the Atlantic Ocean, is the most prominent of several prehistoric cashels, or hill-forts, on the islands. It is attributed in legend to the Fir Bolg, but its real age is disputed. There was certainly some settlement there as early as 800 B.C., but Dún Aengus reached its most developed form in the early Christian period. Aran sweaters, which have become very popular, are traditionally hand-knitted from thick local wool by women on the island. According to one legend, each family used a different knitting pattern so that drowned fishermen could be identified by their sweaters. Since the opening up of the island to tourism, these sweaters have become an important business and can no longer be seen as a cottage industry. At the height of the summer season as many as two thousand visitors may come to the islands every day. A.T.

architecture. Over the centuries, Irish architecture has reflected disparate outside influences and has assimilated the styles of the many peoples who have set foot on the island’s shores.

Early Neolithic builders (c.3700–2000 B.C.) constructed defensive forts and burial mounds. Some of these still survive, such as Newgrange (c.3100 B.C.), the famous passage-graves, and the dry-stone wall forts Dún Aengus (Inishmore, Aran Islands) and An Grianán Aileach (County Donegal). Over thirty thousand raths, enclosures surrounded by earthen embankments, still mark today’s landscape.

In A.D. 432, the arrival of Christianity in Ireland brought a new architecture. Religious settlements on Skellig Michael (County Kerry) consisted of a basic church and a group of beehive huts inside a walled enclosure. Gallarus Oratory (County Kerry), an isolated chamber used for single meditation, was built with inward sloping stone walls in the shape of an upturned boat. Larger monastic settlements, built between the ninth and twelfth centuries, survive at Clonmacnoise (County Offaly) and Glendalough (County Wicklow). Religious craftsmen built high crosses, carved with biblical scenes, at these sites, and round towers, made possible by the development of lime mortar.

Following the Anglo-Norman invasion in 1169, Irish religious architecture adopted a Romanesque style, with carved geometric ornament around doorways and arches. From the twelfth century on, Romanesque architecture incorporated detailed exterior carvings in small churches and cathedrals, such as those at Kilkenny, Lismore, and Cashel. Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin (c.1172), and St. Patrick’s owe more to an emerging Gothic style, whose innovative flying buttresses and rib vaults allowed vast interior spaces. Secular Norman architecture included “motte and bailey” castles, four-storied rectangular stone towers called “keeps,” and larger, fortified castles, such as Dublin Castle, Carrickfergus Castle (County Antrim), and King John’s Castle, Limerick City (c.1200).

During the late Middle Ages (c.1400 to 1650), as the Anglo-Norman power was consolidated across the country, the construction of regional family castles and monastic settlements increased. The majority of Irish castles date from this period, including Clare (County Kilkenny) and Blarney (County Cork).

Alongside the construction of larger stone buildings for the commercial and religious elite, a tradition of “vernacular” rural architecture—peasant homes, barns and agricultural sheds, and minor commercial premises—developed. Irish cottage-builders used local materials, including stone, clay, sods, grass, and straw. The ground-plan of cottages included a door opening onto a central room, which had the hearth as its social and working center, and bedrooms off to each side. The exterior was often whitewashed. Commercial premises in towns had two stories, the lower for the business and upper for the living quarters.

The period between the Battle of the Boyne (1690) and the Act of Union (1800) may be the high point of Irish architecture. Neo-Palladianism propounded the study of ancient Roman architecture and featured pedimented windows, tight symmetry, Doric-columned porticos, and granite materials. Sir Edward Lovett Pearce (1698–1733) was responsible for the Parliament House in Dublin (1722–39) and Castletown House (c.1720s) (County Kildare). Richard Castle (d. 1751) created a large series of country palaces in the classical style, including Westport (1731) (County Mayo), Carton (1739) (County Kildare), and Russborough (1742) (County Wicklow). Other buildings constructed at this time in Dublin, in the Georgian style, include Leinster House (1745), the Rotunda Hospital (1752–57), William Chambers’s Marino Casino, and James Gandon’s Custom House (1781–91).

After the Act of Union, as the country declined economically and socially, architecture reflected the slump. Once-grand Georgian buildings fell into disrepair. However, some significant buildings did go up during the Victorian era, including the Italian-Renaissance-style Amiens Street Railway Station (1844) and the traditionally classical Broadstone Railway Station (1850), both in Dublin. Throughout the century, the growing confidence of Catholicism was mirrored in the construction of a number of cathedrals, including St. Patrick’s in Dundalk (1830s).

Following independence in 1922, there were no significant efforts to create an Irish style, and a modernist and international style flourished: flat, concrete, and rational. A stripped-down, bare classicism was used in several buildings during the early days of the Free State, including the Gresham Hotel on O’Connell Street, Dublin (1925), and Cork City Hall (1935–36). Art Deco was used in cinemas, such as the Dublin (1928–29) and Cork (1931–32) Savoys. Full-blown modernism arrived in the 1930s with Desmond Fitzgerald’s Dublin Airport (1937–40) and Michael Scott’s private house “Geragh” in Sandycove, Dublin (1937–39). Michael Scott created Busáras, the glass-fronted corporate headquarters of the national bus company in 1945. By the 1960s, controversial buildings in the dominant bland modern style of the era were being built on the ruins of Dublin’s elegant, eighteenth-century classical architecture. Also in Dublin, Desmond O’Kelly’s Liberty Hall, Ireland’s first skyscraper, was finished in 1965 and the infamous tower blocks of Ballymun (in the process of being demolished) were constructed in 1966. Michael Scott, Ronald Tallon, and Reginald Walker designed modernist office blocks in the capital, including the Dublin Corporation Civic Offices at Wood Quay (1994–95). Sam Stephenson planned the Central Bank of Ireland on Dame Street (1980). By the 1990s, however, the limits of modernism had been reached. A new interest among younger architects in the eclecticism of postmodernism produced enthusiasm for inner-city renewal schemes, including preserving the old Georgian buildings, modern apartment units, livable communities, and the creation of car-free residential zones. At the forefront of these developments was the architectural collective Group ’91, which masterminded the rebirth of one of Dublin’s oldest and most dilapidated neighborhoods, Temple Bar.

Construction at the beginning of the twenty-first century appears to be waning, as many international companies are rethinking their commitment to Ireland. Irish architecture has been the product of local histories and international influences. A.K.

Ardagh Chalice. One of the greatest surviving masterpieces of ecclesiastical metalwork of the eighth century in Europe. It was found in 1868 near Ardagh, County Limerick, with a smaller chalice and four brooches dating from the ninth/tenth century, by a boy hunting rabbits. Standing on a conical base and with broad handles of Late Antique inspiration, this wine chalice is made of silver, richly decorated with gold, glass, and other materials, including amber. It is also ornamented beneath the rim, around the neck, and even under the foot with a feast of filigree patterns. The chalice is on display in the National Museum in Dublin. P.H.

Armagh, Book of. Ninth-century Irish manuscript which is the most important source for our knowledge of the life and writings of St. Patrick. It is the only early manuscript that can be dated in the 800s with any degree of reliability. An inscription states that Ferdomnach wrote it at the behest of Torbach, who was abbott of Armagh in the years 807 and 808. This small-format book includes St. Patrick’s own Confessio, a copy of the New Testament, and the Life of St. Martin of Tours. Its illustrations, such as the Four Evangelist symbols, are drawn in monochrome brown ink with as firm a hand as the more colorful counterparts in the Book of Kells. It is now in the library of Trinity College, Dublin. P.H.

Armagh, County. Inland county in the province of Ulster, one of the six counties of Northern Ireland. Armagh has an area of 483 square miles and a population of est. 141,585 (1996). The county is highly fertile and agriculture is a staple of its economy. Known in song as “the orchard of Ireland,” Armagh has a strong fruit-growing industry. Its hilly southern portion includes some of the most beautiful scenery in Ireland, such as the spectacular mountain Slieve Gullion. In the north, where Armagh borders Lough Neagh, lies the Lurgan valley with its industrial towns. Linen was once a major industry, and it is still manufactured today. Throughout the county are remnants of some four hundred raths, or ring forts, including the magnificent Navan Fort (c.700 B.C.) which was once the capital of the pre-Christian kings of Ulster. Two miles west of the city of Armagh, this fort, known as Emhain Macha in Irish mythology, was where King Conor Mac Nessa held court with his Red Branch Knights, whose stories feature the great hero Cúchulainn and the tragic lover Deirdre. From the seventh century, Armagh has been the ecclesiastical center of the Catholic Church in Ireland. This is attributed to Armagh’s close association with St. Patrick (c.400s). Written in the ninth century, the Book of Armagh (807), portions of which contain accounts of the life of Patrick, is one of Ireland’s most important early medieval monastic works.

Armagh was severely affected by the Nine Years War (1593–1603). The devastation of the conflict was compounded by the subsequent “Plantation of Ulster,” in which Gaelic Catholic landowners had their lands confiscated and granted to English and Scottish “undertakers,” who in turn replaced much of the native population with Protestant settlers from Britain. The transfer of land ownership from Catholic to Protestant in Armagh was completed with the Cromwellian Settlement. By 1700, almost all the land in the county was held by Protestant landlords, with the native Catholics confined to the boggy and mountainous south. During the 1780s and 1790s as the county’s population grew (Armagh was the most densely populated county in Ireland at the time), political tensions exploded into open conflict between Protestant Peep O’Day Boys and Catholic Defenders in 1785. The Government of Ireland Act (1920) and the Anglo-Irish Treaty of 1921 made Armagh one of the six Ulster counties that would constitute Northern Ireland. The failure of the Boundary Commission to attach South Armagh to the Free State in 1925 left the almost entirely Catholic population of that region greatly dissatisfied. The sectarian demographics of the county have made Armagh one of the flashpoints of the “Troubles.” Natives of Armagh include writer George Russell (known as AE) and poet Paul Muldoon. J.P.

Arms Crisis of 1970. Political scandal involving Republic of Ireland cabinet ministers. In August 1969, at the height of the Northern Ireland conflict, as Derry and Belfast were swept by riots and pogroms in which loyalist mobs burned out Catholic neighborhoods, Taoiseach (Prime Minister) Jack Lynch implied that military force might be supplied to protect Northern nationalists, and reiterated Irish unity as the only long-term solution. As probably intended, this brought British troops onto the streets of the North, but Republican ambitions, North and South, had been raised. Republicans in the ruling Fianna Fáil Party believed that Lynch’s words (in a national television address) had to be acted upon. Some backed covert military aid to the vulnerable nationalist areas in the North. The development of militant anti-partitionism, in parallel with long-term diplomatic strategy, was advocated to prevent the Northern Ireland issue from regaining balance. Direct aid included money to Northern defense groups, limited arms training for selected individuals, and sponsorship of traditional republican figures over the then Marxist IRA (Irish Republican Army) leadership. Though relatively unimportant in the crystallization and organization of the Provisional IRA, this Irish government support was important in providing a certain legitimacy for militant irredentism. The matter became public on May 6, 1970, when two Fianna Fáil ministers, Neil Blaney (agriculture and fisheries) and Charles Haughey (finance), were dismissed by Taoiseach Jack Lynch for allegedly misappropriating government money for the purchase of arms. Charges against Blaney were dropped in July, and in October 1970, Haughey and three other defendants were acquitted of all charges. Haughey’s involvement with the republican cause was supported by some sections of southern opinion. Lynch remained Fianna Fáil leader and Blaney was expelled from the party. Haughey became minister for health in Lynch’s new cabinet in 1977, and after Lynch resigned in 1979, Haughey was elected leader of Fianna Fáil and subsequently served as Taoiseach. M.M.

army, Irish. The Irish army has its origins in the split among Republicans over the Anglo-Irish Treaty of 1921. While most rank-and-file members of the IRA (Irish Republican Army) rejected the treaty, most of the general headquarters staff accepted it. Michael Collins, commander in chief of the new army, used the pro-treaty IRA faction to create the nucleus of the Irish Free State army. This force, better equipped and eventually numerically superior to its anti-treaty opponents, prevailed in Ireland’s bitter Civil War (June 1922 to May 1923). The rapid demobilization of the approximately 58,000-man force after the Civil War, as well as dissatisfaction with the political direction taken by the Free State government regarding Irish unification, led to an unsuccessful mutiny by some officers in May 1924. Ever since, the Irish army has accepted without question the principle
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