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I apologize for blocking you from your seating place. I need to get some stuff out of my cabin bag in the overhead luggage compartment. I will be finished in a minute.

No problem take your time, there is no hurry.

I need to retrieve my book from my cabin bag. I should have taken it out before stashing the bag in the overhead luggage compartment but it slipped my mind. 

It's OK, take your time.

There, I am done. I just have to zip up the bag before I put it back 

Let me help you, I will put your bag back into the luggage compartment next to mine.

Thanks that will be great. Now you can have your seat back.

On second thoughts, before I become a Jack-in-the-box during the flight, let me also retrieve my cell phone, wallet, and passport from the bag. I’m a bit of a neurotic. I will feel a lot more secure if have them with me, safe in my jacket pockets. Better safe than sorry. I am sure that they will be safe in my bag in the overhead luggage compartment for the duration of the flight, even while I am asleep. However, one can never be certain about anything. When it comes to things like car keys, locking doors, cell phones, wallets, and passports, I suffer from a bit of OCD, but only a very mild version of OCD, otherwise I am perfectly normal.

Don’t worry, I am the same, in fact, exactly the same, I am also mildly OCD.

It’s good to know that I’m not alone. Well, now that that’s sorted, I can rest in peace for the rest of the flight. I hate long boring fights.

Me too. 

For complete strangers, we seem to share a lot in common.

Yes, it does seem so. Well, let us not be complete strangers. Let me introduce myself, I am Virginia Penrose, I don’t see any point in us being anonymous strangers, we will be sitting next to each other for the next 12 hours or for however long it is going to take us to get to Paris.

I agree, pleased to meet you, I am Robert Mackenzie. Are you going to Paris on business or on holiday? 

A bit of both I suppose. I am a fashion model and I am going to do some work in Paris.

So you are the real Virginia Penrose. I do apologize for not immediately recognizing you. Your name did strike me as somewhat familiar, and your face was very familiar, even though I could not straight away place it. To be honest, I did assume that you were some kind of celebrity.

Yes unfortunately I am the real Virginia Penrose, this is me, this is what I look like in reality, completely unadorned, totally ‘un-photoshopped’, the real me in the flesh, the anonymous and private me.

To be completely honest, I wouldn’t have expected to find someone like you in economy class.

It could not be helped. I had no choice. It was the only seat I could get on this flight, and this was the flight that I had to take. I have to be in Paris tomorrow morning. The trip was totally unplanned. My agent asked me only yesterday if I was available, and I said yes, as I needed the money, believe it or not.

And you, are you on business or pleasure?

Like you, it is a bit of both, a bit of business and a bit of pleasure. 

Looks like they want us to put on our seat belts. Our departure for Paris is about to commence. We better put our seats in the upright position as the flight attendant has commanded. Look she is coming down the aisle to check if we have carried out her instructions.

It seems like we are on our way.

Next stop Paris.

Yup, next stop Paris.

Gay Paree!

The City of Light!

Yes, indeed.

So what do you do?

I like to see myself as a writer, a novelist, writing fiction has become my passion.

Then you are the first novelist I have ever met in the flesh!

And you are the first fashion model that I have ever met in the flesh.

Well, fashion modelling is only my day job. It is what I do to make ends meet. I have other ambitions. I actually want to be an actress. However, to be honest and frank, I am still at the wannabe stage. For the time being, I am working as a fashion model in order to make a living, but my dream has always been to become an actress, and eventually a movie star I suppose, and I think that I can live with that possibility, I am not a very modest person. I am probably a bit of a narcissist but hopefully not a destructive or pathological one.

If you are reflectively or mindfully aware of your own narcissistic predilections then I don’t believe that you are a significant danger to others. However, speaking about having a dream, it is also true that without having a dream we will never amount to anything, I really believe this. Anyway, I am also only a budding writer and I am trying to live my dream. I only started writing about four years ago. 

Actually, I am a very self-reflective person, I analyse myself all the time, as you said, I try to be self-consciously aware or mindful of who I really am, and what I am in actuality, in reality, and also what I want to be. I suppose it is my dream to be that person who I want to be, this is also what motivates me to work at getting where I want to be in life.

You not alone, many of us are in the same boat, we are the ones striving to be who we want to be.
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