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  Editor’s Introduction


From the first moment I stepped foot on womyn’s land, I was sold. I had met two, maybe three, lesbians throughout the course of my life. On womyn’s land, I met a couple dozen within a weekend. Young lesbians. Old lesbians. Fat lesbians. Thin lesbians. Tall lesbians. Short lesbians. Lesbians with beards. Lesbians in “men’s clothing” (a revelation, to say the least). Lesbians in skirts. Lesbians in… nothing. A lot of lesbians in nothing; a lot of unashamed, proud lesbians butt naked walking across the land, howling at the sky with the sun warming their skin, unbothered by anyone’s gaze, unbothered by their own thoughts. That was the moment my life changed. For good. 
My first summer on The Land (also known as lesbian utopia), I spent hours sorting through old books donated by the hundreds of lesbians that pass through every year. There were—are—so many self-published books and anthologies and journals from the 1970s through the 2000s. Anthologies made up entirely of love stories or love poems or erotica or travel writing or the authors’ first experiences with women. I bought as many as I could fit in my suitcase and devoured every page, savoring the intimate connection I felt with their words, their stories, their experiences. These anthologies and journals made me feel seen and known in ways I hadn’t experienced before. They instilled in me a deep sense of sisterhood with every lesbian that has been, and every lesbian that is. Then I started thinking of every lesbian that will be. 
The voices of our present, our now, weren’t being recorded in the same way. As much as I treasure the relics of lesbianism past, I felt this deep calling to help create what would come next—work from the lesbians of today that some young dyke might unearth in a thrift store twenty or thirty years from now and read to feel less alone. Something to continue our legacy. 
And that is why For Sappho’s Sake was born. 
For the lesbians of today and the lesbians of tomorrow.  






  
  Sugar Water

by A'Ja Lyons


Throughout history our want of mirrored flesh has deemed us foul. Assertions of “only steers and queers come from Texas.” Dogmatists fileted and burned us. But by the bayou we came together as a family. I attended gatherings in uptown, downtown, and found my people in midtown. As a babe of Houston’s Sims Bayou waters, I knelt beside community crones dispensing lore. Their wisdom was a glorious deliverance of benevolence. Tales of woodland gatherings where women communed in song, safety, and satisfaction reached my ears… although the day never came when my feet walked the soil where Athenan stomps and robust bellows resounded through trees, where I ate of the earth’s fruit, seed, and animal flesh warmed over fire. 
I only learned of The Land—similar spaces, places for us, made by us—from the lips of elder mothers and aunts and the writings of sister-friends that keep our history within a loving hand’s reach. I had to see, hear, and sing with them. But in my youthful frivolities with a sister-lover, I neglected gathering with sister-friends. The years passed as I walked into adulthood and dismissed the joys of play with sister-girls. Once I finally had the wherewithal to reach the roads beside Michigan’s White River, The Land was no longer. Landscapes changed. Man and machinery took over.
Hand-in-hand with sister-lover, I left Sims Bayou and ran north to the waters of the Des Moines River. Fleeing the murky bayou waters with hopes to know a life of calm. I’d sought this solace with a sister-lover whose waters were unclean. I had to release, bathe, and again find kin and calm in a sister’s arms. In need of the healing only we can lay, I journeyed, searching for sisters. 
Time had rolled along, the entire world changed, and I was no longer but a babe. Over ten years since teenagerhood and my face remained cherubic, but the knowledge acquired from hearing half-truths and whole lies excreted from my scalp in three sporadic strikes of silver. Printing papers, calls to arms, and music and dance were no longer an effective means of assembling a collective. Digital spaces were where connections were initiated. I feared I’d never receive gifts given in sister circles and workshops in tents to unlearn male dominion over what Mother Earth birthed. To learn how to feed the soil and be gifted fruit and seed. To fell tree and craft shelter and seats. To direct waters to carry and send when we cleanse or waste. Direction by mother-sisters on how to hold our history on our tongues, the medicinal properties of our own blood and waters, the powers of penmanship, and how to wield our bodies as defense apparati. 
Mother provided. I waded in and around waters until I came to a garden of loveliness aplenty. An internet search led me to ladies who communed monthly at The Garden. A gathering place but four furlongs from the Des Moines River. Welcoming arms embraced, stroked, and enveloped me in the sisterhood. I called every sister nearby to partake. There was plenty to share. 
Joyous was the day we congregated at sister Lone’s residence. Each sister brought a delicacy to offer and there was an assemblance of sweets, salty treats, fruit, spirits, and smoky indulgences. The weather was pleasant as the season of high heat and solar rays slowly and gently broke, giving way to wind and falling leaves. Light air greeted sunshine as Lone’s backyard filled with a bounty. Bodies blessed with the full gradients of all Mother could provide. Flesh ingrained with the protective varnish of birth from humanity's cradle. Porcelain, freckled, tanned, and golden-hued also warmed under sweltering beams. Backsides wide, hips to the hillside, breasts and bellies big.
We were all in and around “Mother” age and in a congruent season of fruition, maturity, and summer. In our gathering, the stages of womanhood shifted cycles as we orbited each other. Reborn and delicate as petals, we again became “Maiden,” tender as the emergence of blooming butterfly milkweeds and purple coneflowers in our answering sister Sheila’s call for care. Aided by sister Betsy, I saturated Sheila’s body with protective cream to keep sun ray burns at bay. Her coos reverberated in the space where we became both all and more than her mothers - and - sisters - and - lovers - and - friends. Sheila kissed my cheek in gratitude. 
Sister Tasha fed me a bite of something salty and savory—my preferred flavoring. Crunchy, crisp and topped with a creamy delight. I reached and massaged the lotion onto her face and neck. Sister spaces are noted for our sense of reciprocity. 
Sister Lone’s backyard pool was a vibrant blue unlike any I’d seen before. Prussian blue—the color of ocean waves, starry nights, and deep wishes come true. I didn’t catch all the science, but Lone explained that it wasn’t chlorinated but a saltwater pool. The water was cool and felt purer than any waters I’d immersed in. 
I’d protected my own rich melanin in a layer of cream, laid back, and basked in the afternoon sun. Sisters laughed and splashed in the pool, imbibed by the bar, and I was at peace in the water. I remained afloat, no longer coasting lonely. I’d found them, and they held me as I revived. I removed my top, spread my arms, and bathed a body bare in majesty. 






  
  Hat Making in Santa Cruz

by Lynette Yetter


In 1982, aged 22, I was living in my 34-foot-long 1948 white school bus on eight acres of redwood forest, a couple miles from Cabrillo Community College in Aptos, California, on the Monterey Bay. To get around, I drove my 1966 Plymouth Valiant (which I called my Valiant Valiant). I had a work/study job in the Art Tool Room at Cabrillo College, where I studied sculpture, music, and ceramics. 
As a Leo, I was fiercely independent and followed my heart wherever it led.
One day, a flunky from the administration office showed up at the tool room and handed me a notice to pin onto our Art Department community bulletin board: “Free Art Studio in exchange for sewing custom hats.”
A free art studio? Cool! A dream come true. I had the notion that the difference between an art student and a real artist was that a real artist had an art studio! I knew how to sew. My grandmother had taught me when I was ten years old on weekends using the industrial machines in her factory—Ireland Needlecraft—in Glendale, California.
Instead of posting the notice, I called the number. I talked with the woman who placed the ad, and that afternoon I went to visit her.
She was old, grey, wrinkly and had a spring in her step and a twinkle in her eyes. She lived alone in a beautiful Victorian home filled with lovely old furniture that was meticulously neat. I'll call her Gertrude.
Gertrude showed me the art studio. It was up a steep stairway—almost a ladder—into the attic, which had some daylight and was fully carpeted wall-to-wall in white.
“This is where you can have your ceramic studio!” she said. “I'll buy you the potter's wheel.”
“It's really cool, but clay is dirty and dusty and will mess up your carpeting.”
“That'll be fine! Now let's talk about the hats.”
We sat at Gertrude's dining room table, and she handed me a Vogue pattern for floppy hats.
“Using this pattern, I'm going to start a business making hats of different fabrics, and I'll attach different adornments onto each one.”
“But anyone can use this pattern to make their own custom hat.”
“Mine will be so unique and beautiful that they will sell like hotcakes. And you are going to sew them all.”
“Okay,” I said.
Several days a week, for almost a year, I went over to her house. She bought a used Shimpo RK2 potter's wheel and somehow got this heavy machine up the stairs, into the carpeted attic. I put drop cloths over the carpeting and threw pots in my art studio. When they were bone dry, I'd carefully pack them in a cardboard box with crumpled newspaper and carry them in the crook of my arm while my other hand grasped the railing as I backed down that narrow ladder-like attic staircase. I fired my pots at school.
Each day that I visited Gertrude, before going up to work in my studio
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