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      In this short story, Celo, the hidden prince who understands the language of wild creatures, unearths a forgotten secret. He accepts a challenge and embarks on a quest, seeking the solution to the riddle beyond the forests of Regalia.
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            Dear Reader

          

        

      

    

    
      This short story falls between Wyvern’s Outlaw and Wyvern’s Angel. We met Celo, the hidden prince of Regalia, in Wyvern’s Prince, when he (reluctantly) helped Gemma to get to the Queen’s Grotto. Celo is able to read minds, but having been in the forest alone, he’s learned to use that talent to communicate with animals and birds. Venero’s promise to Celo was that he’d be left alone after helping Gemma, but I knew even then that Celo was going to realize he didn’t want what he thought he wanted. The death of those who had cursed him would make him bolder…and let him yearn for more. In this short story, we find out more about that as Celo embarks on a quest that ends up giving him a greater purpose.

      This story is available in a digital edition on its own and is included in the print edition of Wyvern’s Outlaw. It will also be included in The Dragons of Incendium: The Second Collection when it is published in trade paperback and digital editions.

      Remember that the Dragons of Incendium have their own tab on my website, which has a glossary as well as the list of books and characters. You can find it here.

      I’ve also been collecting images for inspiration on a Pinterest board, which you can view right here.

      If you’d like to keep up to date on my books, please subscribe to Dragons & Angels, my monthly newsletter for my paranormal romances.

      Until next time, I hope you have lots of good books to read.

      All my best—

      Deborah

      http://deborahcooke.com
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      Celo didn’t have to go to the capital city of Regalia to know that his brother Venero had triumphed in the Queen’s Grotto. He felt a shudder of relief pass through the land and knew his brother Urbanus was dead. He saw the dark fog rise from the valleys and felt the air clear, and knew his mother, Arcana, was dead. He awoke to find spring flowers blooming, the forest floor covered with yellow and white blooms, and knew Venero had taken the throne.

      The old stories of the kingdom resonating with the truth of the king’s character were all true. Celo heard the creatures of the forest whisper to each other of new light and knew that the dragon princess Gemma was Venero’s queen.

      It could have been the first spring ever. The sunlight was brighter. The new growth was greener. The birds’ songs were more beautiful and lasted longer. The forest abounded with new life and the skies were gloriously blue. Celo himself felt his heart lighten. He began to whistle again and to dream. His refuge had its pleasures but also its limitations.

      The fact was that the short time he’d spent in Gemma’s company had made the deficit of his life painfully clear.

      He missed the company of women. He missed how they laughed. He missed how pretty they were. He missed how he felt when a woman smiled at him or laughed at one of his comments. He missed that tingle of awareness and the sense of possibility. He began to notice the birds and animals in their courtship rituals and to feel the solitude of his refuge more keenly.

      Gemma wasn’t for him, he knew that, but she wasn’t the only woman in the universe. He shaved the long growth from his chin and spared some coin for new clothes, then ventured into the local village.

      To his surprise, he was welcomed.

      To his further surprise, he found himself returning at intervals and looking forward to it. He told himself that it was because he no longer feared repercussions from his family, but it was more than that and he knew it.

      It was in town that Celo heard the details about the glorious wedding and sumptuous coronation. As convinced as he had been that he’d never return to Regalia’s capital city again, Celo began to consider it. He knew that Venero and Gemma would welcome him, but something kept him from setting out for the castle.

      Celo realized why one bright summer morning. He left his hut to fetch water from the stream, whistling as had become his habit.

      “It is time,” said the raven he called Nix, sparing him a knowing look.

      “You must go south,” said the hare, then sprang into the forest.

      An owl descended and landed on his shoulder. Celo looked up at the bird, for it should have been asleep at this hour.

      The owl winked. “You were born for this quest.”

      Celo felt a strange sense that he’d been waiting for this very message. A quest? But to where? And why?

      A flock of white birds took flight ahead of him, swirling together as if to draw his gaze. When they abruptly scattered, he found himself looking at the distant peak of Mount Draco, the highest peak on Regalia, its summit glittering with ice.

      Celo’s heart stopped then raced again. He’d always been fascinated by the mountain and had been glad that the location of his refuge allowed him glimpses of its majesty. It had never been scaled. Indeed, few had ever ventured near it. It was too cold. Too high. Too distant. It was far beyond even the Queen’s Grotto, remote and unyielding.

      And there were stories, tales of the winds around it being filled with the voices of ghosts, stories of men driven mad after just one night in its shadow, legends of fierce beasts that lived deep beneath the mountain’s roots.

      Yet when the owl spoke to him, Celo recognized the truth. Mount Draco was his destiny, and now that the shadow had lifted from Regalia, it was time for him to embark upon the quest that might be his last.

      He didn’t know what he would discover, either on the mountain or about himself. That was part of the adventure.

      He stayed at the river only long enough to wash and drink, then he returned to his
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