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				Taylor in a Jessica Jones dress during an Eras Tour stop in Los Angeles in August 2023.
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				Taylor wears an Atelier Versace bodysuit during the Eras tour in Paris, May 2024.
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		WHY TAYLOR, WHY NOW?
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				Taylor performing on May 12, 2024 in an Alberta Ferretti gown during the folklore and evermore set on the fourth night of her sold-out Eras run in Paris.

			
		
		In 1984, there was no bigger pop star than Michael Jackson. Hot off Thriller, the highest-selling album of all time, Jackson was possibly the most famous man alive. From São Paulo to Saint Petersburg, if you asked any person on the street who he was, they would know.

		Previously, only The Beatles and Elvis Presley had reached such heights.

		Taylor Swift, at 34, currently boasts levels of fame, power, and influence that even surpass Jackson’s. Named TIME‘s 2023 Person of the Year, Taylor’s Eras Tour was the first to generate over $1 billion in revenue. And its cinematic release was the highest-grossing concert film in history, earning $261.6 million in global box office sales, knocking off Jackson’s This Is It.

		Taylor’s achievements in the recording industry are astonishing enough, but her popularity and ensuing influence have now spilled into other domains.

		Her romance with Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce united sports and pop-culture fans and created a boon for the NFL. Her game attendance boosted average viewership to 17.9 million people, a 7 percent increase from 2022, according to Nielsen.

		Taylor’s influence doesn’t end there. She has transformed the fortunes of fashion brands, often creating instant sellouts when she supports a brand. She has led style trends with her elevated mix of girl-next-door and comfort chic and has prompted a surge in friendship bracelets.

		All this has had an almost immediate commercial impact: The Washington Post estimated that the Eras Tour would generate a $5.7 billion bump in consumer spending in North America alone.

		Clearly Taylor wields an unprecedented sovereign-state level of soft-power influence. But if you really want to get an idea of how big Taylor is, look to politics. In 2023 she encouraged her 272 million Instagram followers to raise their

		voices and register to vote at the nonpartisan nonprofit Vote.org. As a result, the organization recorded more than 35,000 new registrations, the most since 2020 and a 23 percent increase over the previous year.

		Where does this all end? Does it end? Or will Taylor continue to reach new heights of accomplishment and fame? Since bursting onto the music scene in 2006 as a 16-year-old country singer, Taylor has shown a Madonna-like capacity for reinvention and could well manage to stay relevant as a cultural force for decades to come. We may never again see the monolithic level of stardom that Taylor has achieved. And in an increasingly splintered and divisive world, we will perhaps look back on the “Eras era” and marvel that just one woman was able to unite and influence so many of us. She is extraordinary.

		—BEN JHOTY
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				Taylor paints her lucky number 13 on her hand before the 2009 Madison Square Garden stop on the Speak Now tour. A pre-performance ritual from earlier in her career, Taylor nods to it in the music video for “I Can See You,” a vault track on Speak Now (Taylor’s Version).

			
		
		TAYLOR SWIFT

		BY THE NUMBERS

		“I love numbers. Numbers rule my world,” Taylor Swift told Paul McCartney in a “Musicians on Musicians” interview in Rolling Stone. Just look at the way she’s made 13 her lucky number. “I was born on the 13th,” she told MTV News in 2009. “I turned 13 on Friday the 13th. My first album went gold in 13 weeks. My first number one song had a 13-second intro [“Our Song,” which reached the top of Billboard’s Hot Country Songs in 2007].” Taylor used to write the number on her hand before every show and continues to incorporate 13 into everything from release dates to video Easter eggs to track lists.

		Taylor has made other numbers significant in her career while racking up impressive achievements on the charts, on the road, and at award shows. Here are 13 numbers that illuminate key moments in Taylor’s life and career.
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				Taylor brings her 1989 World Tour to Philadelphia with Shawn Mendes as the opening act. In an InStyle interview, Mendes reflects on Taylor as an inspiration, stating, “I think just watching her perform every night is just something so spectacular. It pushes me to want to take everything I do to the next level.” In 2019, they collaborated on a remix of her song “Lover.”

			
		
		Taylor’s Birth Year and the Chart-Topping Album Born on December 13, 1989 in West Reading, Pennsylvania, Taylor titled her 2014 album—the fifth in her discography—after her birth year. The rerecording, released on October 27, 2023 debuted at number one on the Billboard 200 album charts, marking the 13th time it happened for the superstar. 1989 (Taylor’s Version) also registered the single largest sales week of any of her albums, beating out her previous best seller, the original version of 1989.
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				Taylor performs before a 2002 Philadelphia 76ers game against the Detroit Pistons at the Comcast Center. “It was awesome!” Taylor told the New Jersey paper Seven Mile Times in 2007. “I brought all of my friends and wore a sequined red, white, and blue shirt with white pants.”
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		Singing at a 76ers Game Helped Launch Her Career

		In the spring of 2002, the then-12-year-old Taylor sang “The Star-Spangled Banner” before the NBA’s Philadelphia 76ers tipped off against the Detroit Pistons. A former babysitter of Taylor’s who worked for the Sixers brokered the deal. Taylor also performed the national anthem at hundreds of sporting events, including before Game 3 of the 2008 World Series in Philadelphia. “When I was 11 years old, it occurred to me that the national anthem was the best way to get in front of a large group of people if you don’t have a record deal,” she told Rolling Stone in 2008. “So I started singing the national anthem anywhere I possibly could…I’ve sung that song many, many, many times and it still gives me chills.”
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		The Age Taylor Broke Her First Record At 14, she became the youngest songwriter to be signed to the publishing company Sony/ATV. “Most people find out what they’re going to be when they’re in college,” Taylor said in 2005, when Nashville station WSMV profiled the way she was balancing high school and her music career—her first TV interview. “But I guess for me it just came a little earlier.”
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		The Youngest Winner of Album of the Year Taylor turned 20 the month before her second album, Fearless, won Album of the Year at the 52nd Annual Grammy Awards in 2010. This win made her the youngest person to nab that trophy. She’d relinquish that record in 2020, when 18-year-old Billie Eilish won the award.
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				Taylor backstage at the 2010 Grammy Awards with Liz Rose, who cowrote the singles “White Horse” and “You Belong with Me” on Fearless.
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				Taylor performs at the Red Tour stop in Denver on June 2, 2013

			
		
		Damages Taylor Received From a DJ

		In 2015, Denver DJ David Mueller filed a defamation suit after Taylor publicly alleged that the radio host had groped her in 2013. Taylor countersued, asking for damages of one dollar because she didn’t want to bankrupt the radio host—she wanted only to send a public message: “It means ‘no means no’ and it tells every woman they will decide what will be tolerated with their body,” Taylor’s attorney, Douglas Baldridge, said in his closing remarks to a Denver jury, who ruled in Taylor’s favor.
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		Length of the Clapback Snake on the Reputation Tour Karyn is the name of the 63-foot inflatable cobra who popped up onstage during Taylor’s 2018 Reputation Stadium Tour. Inspired by Kim Kardashian calling Taylor a snake during the drawn-out public feud with her then-husband Kanye West, Karyn not only became an eye-popping sight during the high-energy Reputation shows, it brought Taylor a bit of joy: “I can’t tell you how hard I had to keep from laughing every time my 63-foot inflatable cobra named Karyn appeared onstage in front of 60,000 screaming fans,” she wrote in an essay for Elle in 2019.
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				Karyn looms fiercely above Taylor and dancers during the 2018 Reputation Stadium Tour in Glendale, Arizona. Taylor later described the stage prop snake as “the stadium tour equivalent of responding to a troll’s hateful Instagram comment with ‘lol.’ ”
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		Total Award-Winning Tracks Released in 2020 During the COVID-19 lockdown, Taylor wrote and recorded folklore and evermore, two folky, homespun albums that represented a new approach to her storytelling. “I found myself not only writing my own stories but also writing about or from the perspective of people I’ve never met, people I’ve known, or those I wish I hadn’t,” she wrote in the introduction to folklore. A hidden message lurked within those releases: “There are 16 tracks on folklore; there are 15 tracks on evermore. Add ’em up,” she told Jimmy Kimmel in December 2020. “What do you get? In my mind, it’s just the opposite. It’s just 13 backward.” The two releases earned Taylor a Guinness World Record for the shortest gap between new number one albums on the U.S. Billboard 200 for a female artist, and both albums were nominated for the Grammys’ Album of the Year, which folklore won.
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				Taylor, seen here
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		The Track When Taylor’s Albums Typically Crest
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		Percentage of American Adults Who Are Taylor Fans
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		Stops on the Record-Breaking Eras Tour
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		Opening Weekend Box Office Receipts for the Eras Concert Film
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		Taylor Tops Charts With 10 Singles and 10 Albums—a First!
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		TAYLOR’S MUSICAL EVOLUTION
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		“THE MAN”

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		FROM THE VAULT
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		Red
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		Speak Now
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