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PREFACE

As most people know, the Canary Islands belong to a wider region, first described by David A. Bannerman as the Atlantic Islands and later known by many as Macaronesia (not to be confused with Macronesia in the Pacific).

Despite the fact that there are several field guides to this group of archipelagos, a thorough and detailed treatment of the Canary Islands in a single book is more than justified, not only due to the vast number of visitors to these islands who need an updated book, but because a field guide can make a big difference to the local knowledge of birds and to motivation for their conservation, a discipline rather forgotten by the Canarian authorities at both the island level (Cabildo Insular) and the archipelago level (Gobierno de Canarias) today.

In just the past 50 years, a number of bird species have been lost: Red Kite (all islands); Egyptian Vulture (El Hierro, La Gomera, Tenerife, Gran Canaria); Common Buzzard (Lanzarote); Kentish Plover (Tenerife); Lesser Short-toed Lark (Tenerife); Rock Sparrow (La Palma); and Trumpeter Finch (Tenerife). Some have also declined to alarming levels (for example, several farmland birds plus Barolo Shearwater) and the endangered birds, included in the list many years ago, have not improved their situation despite the efforts by the Gobierno de Canarias and Island Cabildo (for example Osprey, Gran Canaria Blue Chaffinch and Northern Raven). The only good news in all this conservation chaos is that the population of Egyptian Vultures on Fuerteventura has stabilised, this thanks to the efforts of Doñana Biological Station and Cabildo de Fuerteventura.

The main objective of this field guide is to present a rigorous and reliable snapshot of the current avifauna of the Canary Islands, for the local amateur and professional, and for the visitor keen to admire the natural wonders of this archipelago. This book also includes a section on where to look for the most emblematic and sought-after endemics and seabirds, as well as locations to try for migrants and/or the odd rarity/vagrant.
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INTRODUCTION

HISTORY OF THE BIRDS OF THE CANARY ISLANDS

Between the 14th and 17th centuries, the ornithological references by visiting naturalists to these islands should be treated with caution, as suggested for the first time by Bannerman (1963). This author considered the first real study of the natural history of the Canaries to be the Histoire naturelle des iles Canaries, Paris 1835–50. In September 1828, the British botanist Philip Barker Webb visited Tenerife and met the young French naturalist Sabin Berthelot, who had been on this island since 1820. Both spent two full years doing fieldwork before going to Paris in 1833 to prepare, in collaboration with Moquin-Tandon (responsible for the bird section) and other specialists, their monumental publication. Berthelot’s Pipit (Anthus berthelotii) perpetuates the name of the young French ornithologist. This publication plus Ledru’s Voyage aux iles de Ténériffe… in 1810 provided the baseline ornithological information on which all subsequent work on these islands has been built.

Webb and Berthelot were followed by a German naturalist, Dr Carl Bolle, who made two visits and published his results between 1854 and 1857 in Journal für Ornithologie. In 1871, Frederick Du Cane Godman, the president of the British Ornithologists’ Union (BOU), visited La Palma, Tenerife and Gran Canaria and described one of the endemic pigeons: Bolle’s Pigeon (Columba bollii) in honour of the German naturalist who first suggested that two different species were found in the laurel forest.

Between 1879 and 1882, Leandro Serra y Fernandez de Moratin, a Spaniard from Granada, published several ornithological articles in Revista de Canarias. In 1887 Savile Reid visited Tenerife, and Ramon Gomez, a local taxidermist, was living at Puerto de La Cruz during that time. However, in the autumn of that year the British naturalist Edmund Gustavus Bloomfield Meade-Waldo arrived on the island for a stay of three years and eight months, to provide a significant contribution to the knowledge of the Canarian avifauna, particularly to elucidate ranges and breeding biology. He discovered the Canary Islands Stonechat (Saxicola dacotiae), the Canary Islands forms of Blue Tit (then known as Parus palmensis and Parus ombriosus), and the Canary Islands Oystercatcher (Haematopus meadewaldoi) which was named later by D. A. Bannerman. His fine collection of eggs and skins is in the Natural History Museum, Tring.

The Reverend Henry Baker Tristram visited with E. G. B. Meade-Waldo and published some papers on birds from La Palma, Gran Canaria and La Gomera. He saw the last Bolle’s Pigeon on Gran Canaria before the Doramas forest was completely destroyed. Around this time, in 1889, Dr Alexander Koenig, director of the museum at Bonn, discovered the Palman chaffinches and published a 230-page paper in Journal für Ornithologie in 1890. In 1893 Mr Anatael Cabrera, living at La Laguna, published Catalogo de las Aves del Archipielago Canario, a list of birds, eggs and skins collected by him in a four-year period and kept as a private collection. During that time Dr Ernst Hartert described several subspecies: the chaffinch of El Hierro (ssp. ombriosa), the Blue Chaffinch from Gran Canaria (ssp. polatzeki), the Houbara Bustard from Fuerteventura (ssp. fuertaventurae), and the Western Barn Owl of the eastern Canaries (ssp. gracilirostris). He also clarified the taxonomic status of Laurel Pigeon (Columba junoniae) in this archipelago.
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Laurel Pigeon, Los Tilos, La Palma (Eduardo Garcia-del-Rey)
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Tenerife Blue Chaffinch, Las Lajas, Tenerife (Eduardo Garcia-del-Rey)



At the start of the 20th century, the activity by museum collectors increased exponentially, owing to the many new species and subspecies described on these islands. During this time, the Austrian Rudolf von Thanner took up residence at Vilaflor (c. 16 years) but returned after the 1914–1918 war. He was responsible for collecting many specimens for European museums but at the same time acquired a vast knowledge of the Canarian birdlife. During his time another Austrian settled in the eastern island, Captain Johann Polatzek, who discovered the Gran Canaria Blue Chaffinch. In 1908–1909 he published Die Vögel der Canarien in Ornithologisches Jahrbuch.

After the war, David Armitage Bannerman started collecting birds on these islands for the British Museum and began a series of expeditions in the Canaries for six consecutive years, returning again in 1920 to spend a long winter on Tenerife and to write his first book: The Canary Islands. Their History, Natural History and Scenery (1922). The important list of birds presented here was already published in Ibis and it was also later included and updated in the most important book of all ever published for this archipelago: Birds of the Atlantic Islands. Vol. 1. A History of the Birds of the Canary Islands and of the Salvages (1963). Between 1920 and 1947, very little was published on Canarian ornithology in Europe. It is worth mentioning the paper by F. H. Gurney in 1927 and the 12 species of birds found dead at the Eleonora’s Falcon nests at Roque del Este by the Cambridge zoologist, Dr Hugh Cott.

In 1948 Dr David Lack, director of the Edward Grey Institute of Field Ornithology at Oxford, and his colleague Mr H. N. Southern, visited Tenerife and published their results the next year in Ibis. In that same year a Danish ornithologist, Dr Helge Volsøe, wrote voluminous papers on the origin and evolution of the Canarian avifauna after a short visit to the islands and Michael Cullen of the Department of Zoology (Oxford) studied the status and distribution of the avifauna of La Palma and La Gomera. Between 1956 and 1960 the work by R. D. Etchécopar and F. Hüe and the papers by A. M. Hemmingsen, T. Hooker (on Fuerteventuran bird status) and S. Knecht merit mentioning, and also the notes of J. H. McNeile of the Royal Scottish Museum of Edinburgh on the breeding biology of several species, later used by D. A. Bannerman.
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Barolo Shearwater, South Tenerife pelagic, Tenerife (Eduardo Garcia-del-Rey)



An important discovery was made in the springs of 1960 and 1961 when birds bred very early according to Dr E. A. R. Ennion and D. Ennion. Other important contributions were the papers from J. Cuyas Robinson, R. Lovegrove, P. R. Grant, J. Heinze and N. Krott between 1960 and 1970.

Between 1975 and 2001, several books, field guides and an atlas were published, the most relevant being the following: The Birds of the Canary Islands by F. Perez (1970); Atlas de las Aves Nidificantes en la Isla de Tenerife by Martin (1987); Guía de las Aves de las Islas Canarias by Moreno (1988); Los Silvidos en Gran Canaria by Trujillo (1992); Catalogo y Bibliografia de la Avifauna Canaria by K. E. Emmerson (1994); A Birdwatcher’s Guide to the Canary Islands by T. Clarke (1996); Where to Watch Birds in Tenerife by E. Garcia-del-Rey (2000); Songs and Calls of the Birds of the Canary Islands by Moreno (2000); Checklist of the Birds of the Canary Islands by E. Garcia-del-Rey (2001); and Aves del Archipiélago Canario by A. Martin (2001).

More recently, between 2001 and 2016 a vast number of scientific papers have been published (Web of Science) by several research groups (e.g. Macaronesian Institute of Field Ornithology), but also some relevant books: Field Guide to the Birds of the Atlantic Islands by T. Clarke (2006); Atlas de las Aves Nidificantes en el Archipiélago Canario by T. Lorenzo with data from 1997 to 2003 (2007); Anuario Ornitológico de las Islas Canarias 2000–2006 by J. J. Ramos (2008), Field Guide to the Birds of Macaronesia (Azores, Madeira, Canary Islands, Cape Verde) by E. Garcia-del-Rey (2011); Aves de Macaronesia (Azores, Madeira, Canary Islands, Cape Verde) by E. Garcia-del-Rey (2011); Rare Birds of the Canary Islands/Aves raras de las islas Canarias by E. Garcia-del-Rey & F. J. Garcia (2013); a birdwatching magazine Macaronesian Birds edited by E. Garcia-del-Rey (2015); and the handbook Birds of the Canary Islands by E. Garcia-del-Rey (2015), plus the present work.

GEOGRAPHY

The Canary Islands belong to the Atlantic Islands of Macaronesia, a biogeographical region comprising five Atlantic Oceanic archipelagos: the Azores, Madeira, the Salvages, the Canary Islands and the Cape Verde Islands. Macaronesia is derived from the Greek makarios (fortunate) and nessos (islands) and was previously used by Ancient Greek geographers for the islands west of the Straits of Gibraltar. It was the British botanist Philip Barker Webb in 1845 who started designating this name to these five archipelagos, some of which shared similar flora and fauna. In addition, parts of Morocco have some phytogeographic affinity with Macaronesia (Sjörgen 2000). However, the precise limits of this region are still disputed because some authors, based on biotic affinities, consider it composed of the five archipelagos and a narrow strip of the African continental coast; the Atlantic Sahara between Agadir and Noadhibou, or even the Algarve region in continental Portugal. However, from an ornithological point of view I have defined the limits as shown in Figure 1.

The Canarian archipelago is located between 13º 23’ and 18º 8’W and 27º 37’ and 29º 24’N, and consists of a total of seven islands: La Palma, El Hierro, La Gomera, Tenerife, Gran Canaria, Fueteventura and Lanzarote. La Graciosa plus the islets of Roque del Este, Roque del Oeste, Montaña Clara and Alegranza constitute the Chinijo archipelago, off north-east Lanzarote. Other islands also have associated islets; for example Salmor islets (El Hierro), Anaga and Garachico islets (north Tenerife), and


















	Locality
	Latitude (N)
	Longitude (W)
	Altitude (m)
	Rainfall (mm)
	Temp. (ºC)


	Arrecife, Lanzarote
	28º 57’
	13º 13’
	10
	139
	20. 2


	Santa Cruz, La Palma
	28º 44’
	17º 46’
	10
	499
	20. 3


	Pajonales, Gran Canaria
	28º 00’
	15º 39’
	900
	523
	16. 5


	Izaña, Tenerife
	28º 18’
	16º 30’
	2,367
	514
	9. 7
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