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INTRODUCTION

Whether you’re new to carving or have been practicing the craft for a while, the gratification that comes from creating something in wood with your hands and a simple knife just can’t be beat. I’ve been carving for many years, but with day-to-day life and a full-time job, I often have limited time to just pick up a piece of wood and get creative. Because of this, I started carving small, low-relief caricature projects that could be made in one sitting or over a lunch break with just a few materials and tools. Low-relief carving consists of shallow relief cuts that create minimal shadows to enhance the details of the piece. I soon found these caricatures so rewarding that I began to wonder how I could take my carving further and turn these sparks of creativity into something more.

Through trial and error, I found that I could turn these caricature carvings into wearable objects, such as jewelry and bolo tie slides, by adding some simple fastenings and fixings. I designed each of the ten projects in this book to resemble a common character or symbol associated with a popular holiday, including Valentine’s Day, St. Patrick’s Day, Easter, Halloween, and Christmas. Through step-by-step instructions and detailed photos and patterns, you will learn the process of carving and shaping a wood blank and adding paint and accessories to the finished piece. From these festive and fun projects, I hope you gain an understanding of carving simple facial forms and expressions. Many of the projects in this book can be tailored to your individual interpretation, so after a little practice, I encourage you to put your own spin on each!

Happy carving!
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GETTING STARTED

Carving the pieces in this book might seem daunting at first glance, but the following chapter will help establish all the basics necessary to begin your low-relief carving journey. Before diving into your first caricature, familiarize yourself with all the materials, tools, and techniques you need to successfully carve these projects. Make sure to also review the sections on safety, wood, and knife selection.

Choosing Wood

A good choice of wood for any beginner should be a species that is straight-grained, relatively soft in density, and free of knots or imperfections. I recommend using basswood, as it is easy to work with for carvers of all skill levels. Although I used basswood for the projects in this book, I encourage you to experiment with carving other types of wood, such as poplar or birch. All ten projects can be carved from a 1" (2.5cm) thick piece of wood that measures 6" x 12" (15.2 x 30.5cm).
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Basswood—Basswood is a cream-colored hardwood that is a great choice for beginning carvers because it’s softer to carve than other hardwoods. It also holds carved details well and is easy to paint and finish.
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Birch—Birch is a lightcolored hardwood that is ideal for carvers looking for a more challenging wood, as it is a bit harder to carve than basswood.
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Poplar—Poplar, similar to birch, is a lightcolored hardwood that is a little harder to carve than basswood and holds details well. The wood color ranges from pale cream to yellowish brown and sometimes has brown or gray streaks.

Choosing a Knife

The projects in this book are designed to be carved with essentially just a knife. You can use either a roughout knife or a detail knife. A roughout knife is best for carving away larger areas of wood, and the detail knife works well for carving finer details or smaller carvings, such as earrings. Roughout knives usually have longer blades and handles than detail knives for removing these larger areas of wood.

When choosing a knife, you also have to consider the handle shape and its effect on your comfort. The size of your grip compared to the size of the handle will greatly influence how comfortable the knife is to use over extended periods of time. If possible, try a handle out to see if its proportions work for you.
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BLADE CONSIDERATIONS

In addition to the handle, there are different blade shapes and lengths to consider. Due to the size of the projects in this book, I suggest using a shorter blade, such as a 1" to 1½" (25 to 38mm) blade, for both roughout and detail knives. Although, it is important to find a knife blade that works best for you. Some carvers favor curved blades over straight ones or rigid blades over flexible options. I have a medium- to large-sized hand and favor a rigid, 2" (51mm)-long straight blade for most of my carving projects. As you develop your skills, you will discover what works for you and your carving style.
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Since the projects in this book are smaller, I recommend using a knife with a blade that is 1" to 1½" (25 to 38mm) long.





SHARPENING

Keeping your knife sharp and in good condition is paramount to your safety and enjoyment when carving. One of the easiest ways to keep your knife sharp is regularly stropping (honing) your knife. A strop is often a piece of leather glued to a flat wooden board. Before you begin stropping, add a small amount of polishing compound and rub the compound back and forth to create a thin layer on the leather. Lay the bevel of the blade flat against the leather, with the cutting edge facing away from you, and pull the blade toward you, never pushing the cutting edge toward the strop. Remember to strop a few times on one side before moving on to the other. Then flip your knife over and strop the other side of the blade by pushing the knife away from you, with the cutting edge facing toward you.

Note: If you have a nick in your blade, you will need to do a more in-depth sharpening to fix your blade. I recommend stropping your knife every 30 minutes while working on a project. Stropping takes practice and is about repetition but will eventually become second nature to you.
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Stropping your blade often is essential to keeping your knife sharp and makes carving safer and easier.





While stropping will prolong the life of your blade, you will inevitably have to sharpen it. There are many tools and methods for sharpening blades, but I like to use diamond stones. Diamond stones are man-made sharpening stones, with a diamond grit adhered to a metal base for stability. These stones are lightweight, durable, and are small enough to fit in a carving kit. You will follow the same procedure as used for stropping. Once you have a keen edge, strop the blade.
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Diamond stones are a durable and lightweight sharpening tool that sharpens your blades quickly and efficiently.





Materials and Tools

In addition to a carving knife, you only need a handful of materials and tools to complete the projects laid out in this book. Some of them you may already have lying around the house, and all are available at your local craft stores or online. I recommend purchasing the best tool options within your price range.

Saws—You will need a band saw to cut out the outlines for all of the projects before you begin carving. Alternatively, you can use a handsaw or coping saw to cut the initial outlines of the projects. For the Stocking Santa Earrings project, you will need to use a small-toothed saw, such as a Japanese pull saw or coping saw, to cut off the holding stick from the carving.
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Use a band saw to cut out the outlines of the projects before you begin carving.
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Drill—Some of the projects require a drill to make the holes to attach the jewelry findings. Due to the size of these projects, I recommend using a cordless drill for better
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Basic Carving Cuts



PUSH CUT










CHIP CUT










STOP CUT











V-SHAPED CUT
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