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Introduction

The seventeen geographers considered here range in time over a thousand years. Of these the most distant in time is al-Muqaddasî (c.945-c.988), one of the many Arab geographers of whom it would be good to know more. In fact his ideas on geography seem surprisingly modern for he was eager to establish a precise terminology in a language that abounded in synonyms; he looked at the Arab world and saw that within each province there was a capital, some major cities, several subordinate smaller towns, and a number of villages (what was called later an ‘urban hierarchy’); finally he checked his views by his own observations and thought, as thousands did after him, that fieldwork was essential to a geographer. Few indeed have held any other view except for some modern quantifiers who fear that it may prejudice their inspired statistical judgement. In his fieldwork he recognized that the physiographic and the political subdivision of areas differed in many places: this was the germ of the idea of the natural region as something other and more permanent than a political unit.

If al-Muqaddasî seems to have had surprisingly modern ideas, one may reflect that they came from observation of conditions at his time for he saw and expressed what was there. The capacity to do this is not universal, for many people see the world through a glass darkly rather than face to face. He was eager to conform to the religious ethos of his day and he lived in an integrated Moslem world of orthodoxy. Very different were the circumstances of the Renaissance figure considered in this volume, Rheticus (1514-1574) who always eager to bring the work of Ptolemy up-to-date, conceived geography as ‘the astronomical description of the earth as a celestial body’ and used the term ‘chorography’ for what would now be thought of as geography. He may have been the first to use the word Landschaft, so fruitful a source of contention and explanation later. Two hundred years later, Kant (1724-1804) comes forward as a harbinger of a new age, in which geography and cosmography need no longer be presented in a theological context and neither would the thought of Aristotle and other classical writers remain dominant; however, what influence Kant had on later geographers, particularly Alexander von Humboldt (1769-1859) and Carl Ritter (1779-1859), remains only partially known. It could perhaps be said that in the geography of Kant there was both an end and a beginning.

Of the remaining fourteen geographers in this volume, two were primarily travellers; the Austrian von Höhnel (1857-1942), who was one of the early explorers of East Africa, and Kubary (1846-1896), the Pole who went to Oceania and made numerous observations on ethnography, and provided many useful maps, especially of Micronesia. An element of chance appears to have led von Höhnel and Kubary to such distant places, but the life of William Scoresby (1789-1857) reads as one of the strangest stories for its variety and unexpected happenings. His father took him, when he was only ten years old, to the Arctic and from then onwards until his early thirties he went whaling there repeatedly, charting the journeys made. In 1820 he published a book that remained for many years essential for all study of the Arctic. In between these voyages he acquired his school and university education and in 1825 he entered the ministry of the Church of England. He later became Vicar of Bradford, with a great church in the centre of the Yorkshire woollen district. While there he wrote vividly on social and industrial conditions but in his years of retirement he returned to Arctic studies. An avid writer, his publications range through Polar geography, oceanography and natural history to scientific works on magnetism, religious tracts, and essays on social reform. Another polymath perhaps, but it must have been an interesting life, ending in the lush surroundings of Torquay where he still served his church with devotion.

Six geographers discussed in this volume were caught up in the great advance of natural science that swept through the universities and the learned societies from the early nineteenth century. Of these the two Russians are of particular interest, Dokuchaev (1846-1903) and Krasnov (1862-1914). Both of them were primarily concerned with the European area of Russia. Lacking the dramatic interplay of mountains and lowlands of western Europe, European Russia imposed on its geographers the need to regionalize a generally lowland area by a study of soils, climate and vegetation, of which the last was in time extended to include agriculture. Dokuchaev was one of the founders of modern soil science and gave his first course in any Russian university on the Quaternary epoch: this work led naturally to a study of vegetation zones. Krasnov too was concerned with soils and vegetation, especially with chernozems, and based his thought on the problems of the relations between the inorganic and organic elements of the environment. Like many scientists of his day, he had a passionate interest in social welfare, first expressed in a form of Utopian socialism but later in a far more practical way. He introduced subtropical plants to a botanical garden at Batumi to show that they could be successfully cultivated in Russia, as indeed they now are.

Bratescu (1882-1945) in Rumania was primarily a geomorphologist, and studied with various Germans, including Albrecht Penck (1858-1945). His main published contribution was a coastal geomorphology, while from his work on physical geography he went further into more general studies of an applied and regional character. In Alsace, Baulig (1877-1962) began as an historian rather than a geographer, though with the encouragement of Vidal de la Blache (1845-1918), who was working for a synthesis of geography and history splendidly shown in his earlier works, he turned to geography. When Baulig was 27 he went to America and studied with W.M. Davis (1850-1934), who was then in his prime; from that time Baulig became a devoted, though critical, advocate and interpreter of Davisian views and he also wrote the splendid two-volume work on North America in the Géographie Universelle series.

Strangely, in this volume, only one essay on an American appears: Russell (1895-1971) was a man of varied interests, initially influenced by W.M. Davis but gradually developing his own special interests, including work on the Mississippi river and delta, with coastal areas. He began his career in a school of geology, later to be extended into the ‘geosciences’, covering geography and anthropology as well as geology. A modern, specialized career is seen in the case of Vaughan Lewis (1907-1961), a British geomorphologist who worked on coasts and on glaciation. He was gifted with the capacity to inspire others and was far less polemic or dogmatic than many other geomorphologists of his time.

All of the geographers considered so far in this Introduction have in various ways been deeply conscious of the relationship of their studies to other specialisms; some indeed, such as Russell, have considered that without adequate knowledge of other specialisms they could go no further. Russell, after writing twenty papers on climatology, decided that he lacked an adequate knowledge of physics to do more. As in all specialisms, there have been some historiographers, such as the Polish-born Lelewel (1786-1861) who spent most of his working years in Brussels as an historian of geography and cartography, and also reflected on the relation between history and geography.

It now remains to consider four men who were geographers by definition and acceptance: two Germans, Kirchhoff (1838-1907) and Lautensach (1886-1971); the remarkable Serb, Cvijić (1865-1927); and the patient and diplomatic Englishman, Rodwell Jones (1881-1947). Kirchhoff was a follower of Ritter and Humboldt and also of Charles Darwin (1809-1882), whom he considered to be a great geographer. He was concerned with the inter-related phenomena of various geographical regions, and of geographical phenomena in general. Much of his activity was educational and among his writings was a valued textbook on plant geography. Lautensach was above all a student of landscape which he sought to explain in terms of complexly interwoven influences. In the life of Cvijić one may see a pattern typical of continental European geographers, for he began as a geomorphologist and turned to the human problems of the Balkans at a most crucial time in history. His work provided justification for the creation of Yugoslavia at the Treaty of Versailles in 1919. Rodwell Jones, like many other university geographers, was primarily concerned with the educational advance of his subject, though his work on London presaged a later growth of urban studies in Britain.

Every geographer lives in some historical circumstances which may influence his work by making a particular line of research seem fruitful. There is always an element of chance and one may wonder, for example, if Cvijić, when he first began to record so many characteristics of the varied population of the Balkans, on his annual field tours lasting for several weeks, had any idea how significant they were to be by 1919. Adversity may ruin an academic as it may ruin any man, yet some geographers such as Lautensach had the courage to take arms against a sea of troubles and thereby end them. Refugees from their fatherland like Lelewel may in time find a home elsewhere in which they can be fruitful scholars. Ill health, as in the case of Krasnov, may terminate a career that appears to be reaching its most productive phase and tragic accident may have a similar result, as in the case of Vaughan Lewis. One abiding fascination of biographical study lies in the response geographers made to the intellectual, social and political circumstances of their time, the ethos of their day and age, and many of those studied here had the strength of mind and heart to recognize opportunities as they came their way.

T.W. Freeman

Note:







	 
	Intending authors are asked to write to Professor T.W. Freeman, 1 Thurston Close, Abingdon, 0X14 5RD, England, who will send a note of information for authors of biobibliographical studies.




Correction:







	 
	Professor Jean Dresch has kindly drawn attention to an error in the article, ‘Augustin Bernard’, vol 3, 1979, 21. The author says that ‘in 1946, three new chairs of colonial geography were created in France’. In fact these three new chairs date from 1943, when Professor Pierre Gourou was appointed at Bordeaux and Professor Jacques Weulersse at Marseille (see Geographers vol 1, 1977, 107-12). The chair of colonial geography at Strasbourg remained unoccupied until Professor Dresch arrived there in 1946.
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