
  
  
      
        
          IEPs R4U and Me

          Duke the Deaf Dog Chapter Book

		      
          Kelly Brakenhoff

        

        
          
          Emerald Prairie Press

        

      

    


  
  IEPs R4U and Me (Duke the Deaf Dog Series Chapter Book) 
Copyright © 2024 by Kelly Brakenhoff
All rights reserved. This book or any portion thereof may not be reproduced or used in any manner whatsoever without the express written permission of the publisher, except as permitted by U.S. copyright law.
This is a work of fiction. Any references to historical events, real people, or real places are used fictitiously. Other names, characters, places, and events are the products of the author’s imagination or used in a fictitious manner, and any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, or actual events and locales is entirely coincidental.
Illustrated by Caterina Baldi; Cover Design by Melissa Williams Design; Author Photo by Susan Noel; Editing by Melaney Auxier
Published by Emerald Prairie Press
Library of Congress Control Number: 2024919154
eBook ISBN: 9781957938165
Paperback ISBN: 9781957938127
Hardcover ISBN: 9781957938318






  
    
      Contents

    

    
      
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Start here
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        1.
        
        Chapter One
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        2.
        
        Chapter Two
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        3.
        
        Chapter Three
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        4.
        
        Chapter Four
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        5.
        
        Chapter Five
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        6.
        
        Chapter Six
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        7.
        
        Chapter Seven
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        8.
        
        Chapter Eight
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        9.
        
        Chapter Nine
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        10.
        
        Chapter Ten
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Expert article
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        A Deaf Adult's Perspective
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        An Interpreter's Perspective
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        A Parent's Perspective
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Meet the Contributors
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        More Books By Kelly Brakenhoff
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
      

    
  


  
  Start here


Duke the Deaf Dog is no ordinary pup. 
With a passion for drawing, a love for baseball, and a heart full of dreams, Duke shows us the world the way he sees and hears it. He uses a hearing aid to hear some sounds and talks with his hands using American Sign Language (ASL), or sometimes speaks English. Duke’s family is learning ASL too, to chat and share in his adventures. Every day in second grade brings ups and downs, proving that everyone has their unique way to learn and play.
What is deaf and Deaf? 
In our stories, when you see “deaf” with a small “d,” it means someone might hear a little bit—or not at all—with one or both of their ears. But when you see “Deaf” with a big “D,” it means they are culturally Deaf and belong to a special community that often uses sign language to talk and share with each other. We use both words on purpose to show the difference between a medical condition and being part of a culture. 
What is an Individualized Education Plan (IEP)?
An IEP, or Individualized Education Plan, is a special program made just for a student to help them learn better at school. It includes things like extra time on tests, special tools like an iPad, or having extra helpers or teachers. This plan is made by the student’s teachers and parents to make sure kids get the help needed to do their best!








  
  Chapter One
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I was packing my backpack to go home from school. Rocky’s coat hook is next to mine in the back of the classroom. Sometimes Rocky teases kids or bumps them hard when he waits near them in line. 
Teacher handed me the blue word list notebook I bring home every day. Then he went to talk to someone else.
Rocky said, “What a fancy notebook. Must be nice getting all the words spelled out for you!”
My neck felt warm because he was teasing me. I have two older brothers, so I know a lot about teasing. I stuffed the notebook in my bag and faced him like a superhero in front of the evil villain. My protective armor was invisible.
Rocky grabbed the notebook! I reached for it, but he’s taller than me. He flipped it open and looked at the messages inside. Sometimes my teacher writes down words I need to practice for spelling or reading. Or my mom sends notes back to Teacher about how I’m doing with my homework. Those are private notes.
I stood on a chair and tried to snatch the book from him. Other students watched us. Rocky said, “Look, Duke needs a secret diary to spell all of his words.”
That was so mean! My face was hot like it was on fire. I peeked at the kids and some of them stared at me for a long time. They don’t have secret diary notes from Teacher.
Finally, Teacher came over and told Rocky, “Why do you have Duke’s notebook? Remember our class rule? We don’t touch our friends’ belongings. Lots of students have helpers like a notebook. Give it back, Rocky, and get in line.”
My friend Ranger stood next to me in line. He signed, Orange snot.
Last week, I taught Ranger that new sign. It means “Don’t let it bother you,” in ASL. My face made a smile, but my heart did not feel happy, and my leg wanted to kick the wall.
The bell rang, and school was done. I walked down the hall and wondered if everyone would tease me about my notebook every day now.

Slink’s Question Crawl
Duke’s curious caterpillar, Slink, loves to explore and ask questions. After each chapter, join Slink on his Question Crawl to discuss Duke’s challenges and learn more about the story!

1. How did Duke feel when Rocky teased him about the blue word list notebook? 
2. What would you do if someone teased you about something at school?
[image: image-placeholder]













  
  Chapter Two
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On Wednesdays, our Art teacher comes into class, and we do special projects. I get to show off my drawing skills, so it’s my favorite day! 
Today’s art mission was nature collages, and I was the class champion leaf and twig collector. We brought them inside for sorting.
Some leaves are waxy and green, some are dried and orange. The wood chips from around the flowers are brown and rough. I found a pink hibiscus flower. While I worked, Slink, my pet caterpillar, crawled out of my pencil case and nestled into a soft petal.
Ranger collected a rose and when he put it in the flower pile, he yelped, “Ouch!”
I saw a little spot of blood where a thorn poked him. Teacher gave him a bandage.
I was painting a pinecone purple and stamping it on my paper. Teacher said it’s called a collage because it will have lots of different shapes, patterns, and colors.
There I was, about to make the greatest pinecone collage masterpiece, when duty called. Well actually, it was my speech teacher. She signed, Hi Duke. What a nice art project! It’s time for speech.
My IEP says I have speech two times every week. I want to skip today, I told her.
Sorry, Duke, she signed. We have some tests we have to finish before your IEP meeting.
But I don’t care about tests. I wanted to work on my art collage. I took one big breath, trying to push down the frustration I felt inside. Then, another big breath as I put my nature pieces and paints into a box.
Save these for me, please? I told Ranger. Don’t let anyone take them away.
Ranger gave me a thumbs up. That meant he understood me.
As I followed my teacher down the hall, I thought about Ranger and the thorn. Sometimes, school felt like that sharp thorn, poking me hard. I was just sad.

Slink’s Question Crawl
1. Why does Duke love art class so much? How did he feel when he had to leave for speech therapy?
2. Have you ever had to stop doing something you love to do something else? How did that make you feel?
[image: image-placeholder]








  
  Chapter Three
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My IEP says I get extra help and services at school, like the speech teacher and the blue word list notebook. IEP is a special plan that tells the school how to help me learn better. It’s like when you play a video game and you have a guide that shows you the best way to win. 
Sometimes I’m glad I have an IEP, because I get to take my tests alone in a quiet room. Or how I usually sit where I can see my teacher’s face better.
But today, it was tough. I had to practice vocabulary words in speech, while everyone else made cool nature projects. And sometimes, I just want to sit in the back with my friends, folding paper airplanes instead of paying attention.
One time, Teacher caught us messing around. My cheeks felt hot when Teacher gave me The Stare. It’s the same look Mom gives when she counts to three inside her head.
After speech and art, we learned about the American Indians who lived on this land long ago. Ms. Connie stood next to Teacher and signed ASL to help me understand everything.
While working on a paper, my elbow partner asked, “Hey, why do you always have Ms. Connie with you?”
“You know the words at the bottom of the screen when we watch cartoons? She’s like that, but with sign language,” I explained. “She tells me what people say because I can’t hear them sometimes.”
He frowned. “I wouldn’t like someone following me around all day.”
I shrugged. “I need her to know what’s going on.”
I tried to smile, but inside, I felt all mixed up. Sometimes I wish I was the same as everyone else. Being different is really hard.

Slink’s Question Crawl
1. How does Ms. Connie help Duke understand what is happening in class?
2. Why is it important for Duke to have someone like Ms. Connie in school? How would you feel if you needed help like Duke?
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  Chapter Four
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After school, I grabbed a snack from the kitchen counter and dropped my blue word list notebook by the stack of mail. 
On top of the pile, I spotted a paper with my school’s picture. It said, “Duke’s IEP meeting agenda.” Big official words filled the page and made my stomach twist a little.
But there was something else that made me even more nervous. Buried in my backpack was my reading paper from last week—covered in red circles and a big, “Please Fix,” from my teacher.
I decided the best thing was to take Slink outside and climb into my treehouse.
After dinner, my parents sat at the table, shuffling through more papers. I knew they were talking about me because they used their serious faces. And every time I peeked over there, they were looking at me.
Dad signed, Hey Duke, we think you might need more help at school. We are meeting with all your teachers tomorrow to talk about your IEP for next year.
Mom asked, Do you want to come with us to the meeting?
I imagined being in a room while everyone talked about what I needed to fix. It sounded like a lot of boring grown-up stuff and probably a lot of sitting still.
I frowned at Slink. I don’t know, I signed back, wishing I could hide under a blanket with Slink until the meeting was over.
Slink’s Question Crawl
1. Why was Duke nervous about the IEP
[image: image-placeholder]
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