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         Once upon a time, in a land far, far from here, there lived a princess made entirely of ice….

         —from The Ice Princess
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      LONDON, 1762
     

      
      The madam of an infamous brothel has to handle many types of difficult men, Coral Smythe reflected. Drunken lords, arrogant
         merchants, callow youths teetering on the crumbling edges of their own personal disasters, and just too many men with more
         money in their pockets than sense. But few men were as irritating, provoking, vexing, or aggravating as a puritanical naval captain.
     

      
      An attractive, puritanical naval captain.
     

      
      With one finger, Coral touched the gold mask covering her face, checking as she always did that it was in position. Thus satisfied,
         she descended the staircase into the gilded hellhole that was Aphrodite’s Grotto. Business was brisk tonight. The curving
         grand staircase spilled into the main hall. At the far end were the great double front doors to the Grotto, with Aphrodite herself frolicking overhead in painted pink clouds, surrounded by her well-endowed mythical
         lovers, and below…
     

      
      Well, below was bedlam, of course.

      
      Ladies—some of the evening, some quite real—swanned about in demi-masks, their faces much more decorously covered than their
         bodies. Gentlemen—one used the word loosely here—strutted and shouted and fell over themselves in drunken revelry.
     

      
      Coral lifted her upper lip beneath the mask. Easy marks, every one of them. All these men just waiting to lose their money.
         And for what? A handful of soft breast? A warm, wet mouth sucking on their cock? Foolish, ephemeral pleasure that disappeared
         with the light of the next morning. Men were such idiots, so alike in their base desires and loud demands. Dukes or self-made
         coal merchants, they threw back their sweaty heads and laughed at Aphrodite, smiling down from her clouds.
     

      
      All except that one puritanical naval captain.

      
      Captain Isaac Wargate stood like a gloomy black rook of doom at the side of the hall. He still wore his long naval cape, despite
         the heat in the crowded hall, and held his cocked hat under one arm. He surveyed the room expressionlessly, but Coral knew
         there was disapproval in the hawklike eyes that peered beneath heavy black eyebrows.
     

      
      Irritating man.
     

      
      She sauntered toward him, aware somehow that he knew of her presence, though he didn’t deign to look her way. She could study
         him thus—his nose large in profile, his full lips compressed just slightly, his dark hair pulled back into a tightly braided
         queue, the lines about his mouth deep and cynical—and she could feel and acknowledge that traitorous bit of heat that pooled low in her belly every time she saw him. Damn him.
     

      
      “Goodness, Captain, we haven’t seen you here for half a year or more,” she called sweetly when she was within a few feet of
         him. “Have you found a ladybird for the evening?”
     

      
      “You know I don’t sample these wares, madam,” he growled in reply.

      
      He didn’t bother looking at her, despite
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Available Now

“Hoyt brings steamy sensuality to the slums of early eighteenth-century London… earthy, richly detailed characterizations and deft historical touches.”
—Publishers Weekly
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Available Now

“Emotionally stunning… The sinfully sensual chemistry Hoyt creates between her shrewd, acid-tongued heroine and her scandalous, sexy hero is pure romance.”
—Booklist
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“Hoyt’s third Maiden Lane novel is historical romance at its best.”
—Publishers Weekly
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A MASKED MAN…

Winter Makepeace lives a double life. By day he’s the stoic headmaster of a home for foundling children. But the night brings out a darker side of Winter. As the moon rises, so does the Ghost of St. Giles—protector, judge, fugitive. When the Ghost, beaten and wounded, is rescued by a beautiful aristocrat, Winter has no idea that his two worlds are about to collide.



A DANGEROUS WOMAN…

Lady Isabel Beckinhall enjoys nothing more than a challenge. Yet when she’s asked to tutor the home’s dour manager in the ways of society—flirtation, double-entendres, and scandalous liaisons—Isabel can’t help wondering why his eyes seem so familiar—and his lips so tempting.



A PASSION NEITHER COULD DENY

During the day Isabel and Winter engage in a battle of wills. At night their passions are revealed… But when little girls start disappearing from St. Giles, Winter must avenge them. For that he might have to sacrifice everything—the home, Isabel… and his life.
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Now Available from Forever Yours


[image: image]

After a fire consumes the Ellis family fortune, the beautiful and resourceful Miranda finds herself faced with an impossible dilemma: enter a life of petty crime or watch her family succumb to poverty. But once her fiancé learns of her descent into danger—and of the strange, new powers she’s discovered—saving her family may come at the high price of her heart in this prequel to Firelight.
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Seven years ago it was a young Serena Donovan and Jonathan Dane who shocked the ton when they were discovered in a most compromising position. Tonight they return for the first time as the Earl and Countess of Stratford. And while Serena hopes for a quiet evening to introduce her younger sister Olivia to society, Jonathan’s only desire is to pick up where he and Serena left off. This e-book exclusive is a Donovan bridge story connecting Confessions of an Improper Bride and Secrets of an Accidental Duchess.
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New York Times bestselling author Larissa Ione brings readers behind the scenes with this definitive guide to her latest epic series featuring the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse. As a bonus, this compendium includes an exclusive short story!
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In this exclusive e-book short story, Cynthia Garner shares the history of the Warriors of the Rift and introduces Sirina, a fearless female soldier transported from another dimension. The thrilling prequel to Secret of the Wolf, Into the Rift chronicles Sirina’s heart-pounding journey to escape cataclysmic events that have turned her world upside down.
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