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			Jane Austen

			English writer

			
					Born in Steventon in 1775

					Died in Winchester in 1817

					Notable works :	Pride and Prejudice (1813), novel

	Emma (1815), novel

	Persuasion (1818), novel




			

			Jane Austen was an English woman of letters and was born in 1775 and died in 1817. The daughter of a rector of the Anglican Church and a member of English good society, she grew up surrounded by her six brothers and her sister. Her parents could not afford to offer her long years of studying, so her education came from her father, her brothers and the family library, which was particularly well-equipped and to which she had free access. She never married and lived her whole life with her family.

			Her works often contain criticisms of the sentimental novels of the second half of the eighteenth century. Jane Austen denounces the woman’s dependence on her husband. The main novels published during her life are Sense and Sensibility (published anonymously in 1811), Pride and Prejudice (1813), Mansfield Park (1814) and Emma (1815).

		


		
			Pride and Prejudice

			A novel full of humor and sentiment

			
					Genre: epistolary novel

					Reference edition: Austen, J. (1853) Pride and Prejudice. London: Spottiswoodes and Shaw.

					1st edition: 1813

					Themes: love, marriage, social class, women, society

			

			Pride and Prejudice is Jane Austen’s most popular novel, and was the first piece written by her. Initially entitled First Impressions, the manuscript was rejected by an editor in 1797. In 1809, Jane Austen began revising the novel and it was published anonymously in 1813 under the title Pride and Prejudice, two years after the publication of Sense and Sensibility.

			This romantic comedy is split into three parts and takes place during the Napoleonic Wars (1797-1815) at Longbourn in the English countryside. Jane Austen depicts a society extremely marked by social distinction and where the social consciousness of belonging to a certain class is very strong. The story is told through the eyes of Elizabeth Bennet, the main protagonist of Pride and Prejudice.

		


		
			Summary

			Book I

			Chapters 1-4

			The announcement of the arrival of a rich young man, Charles Bingley, at the manor of Netherfield Park creates a lot of excitement in Longbourn, particularly among the Bennets. The family has five daughters: Jane, Elizabeth, Mary, Catherine and Lydia, who are all still unmarried. Their mother, Mrs. Bennet, sees the arrival of the young man as an opportunity to marry one of her children.

			They all meet a few days later at a ball. Mr. Bingley is accompanied by his two sisters, his brother-in-law, and a friend named Darcy, who is particularly haughty and unpleasant, especially towards Elizabeth.

			Chapters 5-8

			Discussions about the ball arise once again when the daughters of Sir William Lucas, the Bennets’ neighbor, come to visit them. The eldest, Charlotte, addresses Darcy’s attitude towards Elizabeth.

			One morning, Jane receives a dinner invitation from Caroline Bingley, Charles’ sister. As there is a chance of rain that night, Mrs. Bennet sends Jane to Netherfield by horse, so that she will be forced to spend the night there. The next day, Jane is unwell. Elizabeth decides to join her and spends many evenings with Mr. Bingley and his companions. 

			Chapters 9-12

			While Jane is bedridden, Elizabeth delights in provoking Darcy, who is bewitched by the young woman. Only their difference in social class prevents him from freely expressing his feelings.

			When Jane has recovered, the sisters return home.

			Chapters 13-17

			The Bennets receive a visit from Mr. William Collins, Mr. Bennet’s cousin and clergyman, at the service of Lady Catherine de Bourgh. It is he who will inherit the family property on the death of Mr. Bennet.

			In Meryton, Lydia meets one of her officer friends who introduces her to a new recruit, Mr. Wickham. Darcy and Bingley come across them by chance and Darcy is very cold towards Wickham.

			During a dinner, Wickham converses with Elizabeth and confides in her that Darcy has put his financial future in danger. She then discovers that Darcy is the nephew of Lady Catherine de Bourgh. Her contempt for him grows even stronger.

			Chapters 18-23

			At a ball given at Netherfield, Miss Bingley advises Elizabeth to beware of Wickham, advice that she chooses to ignore. At dinner, Mrs. Bennet makes a fool of herself by speaking of the possible marriage of Jane and Mr. Bingley.

			The next day, Mr. Collins asks for Elizabeth’s hand in marriage. She refuses, thus provoking her mother’s anger. Mrs. Bennet then asks her husband for help, who agrees with the decision of his daughter.

			Jane receives a letter from Miss Bingley, informing her of Bingley and his companions’ departure for London, for an indefinite period. She is devastated.

			The Bennets learn that Mr. Collins is to marry Charlotte. Elizabeth is shocked by this news.

			Book II 

			Chapters 1-3

			Mr. Gardiner, Mrs. Bennet’s brother, and his wife come to Longbourn for Christmas. Noting Jane’s sadness, they ask her if she would like to go with them to London. She accepts, hoping to come across Mr. Bingley. Mrs. Gardiner notices the attraction shown by Elizabeth towards Wickham and warns her against the man.

			Chapters 4-11

			In March, Elizabeth visits Charlotte in Hunsfort, where Mr. Collins’ rectory is located. They all dine at Rosings, in the home of Lady Catherine de Bourgh, who is unpleasant towards Elizabeth, criticizing her lack of education. 

			Darcy and a cousin, Colonel Fitzwilliam, come to visit their aunt. Fitzwilliam tells Elizabeth that Darcy boasts of having recently saved a friend from an imprudent marriage. She understands that he is talking of her sister’s marriage to Bingley.

			Later, when they are alone, Darcy confesses his love to Elizabeth and asks her to marry him, despite her social inferiority. Elizabeth first refuses politely, then violently accuses him of having sabotaged the marriage of her sister and Wickham’s financial future. She adds that he is an arrogant, proud and contemptuous man, and that she would never marry him. Darcy leaves.

			Chapters 12-19

			Before leaving Rosings, Darcy gives Elizabeth a letter in which he admits to having tried to break the union of Bingley and her sister. He also explains his conflict with Wickham: the latter, after attempting to extort money from Darcy, tried to marry his sister, Georgiana, in order to get his hands on her fortune. Elizabeth, shocked by these revelations, is ashamed of having so readily believed the officer’s stories.

			Elizabeth returns to Longbourn accompanied by Jane. Lydia is invited by Colonel Forster’s wife to spend the summer in Brighton, where the officers are going. Mr. Bennet consents.

			In July, Elizabeth accompanies the Gardiners in their travels. They arrive near Pemberley, the home of Darcy. On learning that the owner is away, Elizabeth agrees to visit.

			Book III

			Chapters 1-3

			Darcy makes his entrance at Pemberley and is extremely courteous to his guests. Elizabeth is embarrassed and assures him that she only agreed to come as she thought he was not there.

			Chapters 4-7

			Elizabeth discovers that Lydia has run away with Wickham and that the family does not know if they are married. Lydia’s reputation and that of the entire Bennet family is at stake. Elizabeth tells Darcy everything, then leaves to rejoin her family.

			Mr. Gardiner finally finds the illegitimate couple and persuades the officer to marry Lydia. The Bennets are convinced that the Gardiners gave him money. Mrs. Bennet is bursting with joy at the announcement of their marriage.

			Chapters 8-13

			Wickham and Lydia return to Longbourn. Elizabeth learns from Mrs. Gardiner that it was Darcy who found the young couple and paid Wickham, out of love for her.

			Darcy and Bingley return to Netherfield Park and go to the Bennet house several times. Bingley asks Jane’s father for her hand, who accepts.

			Chapters 14-19

			Lady Catherine de Bourgh comes to visit the Bennets and asks to speak to Elizabeth. She informs her of a rumor that Darcy intended to marry her, which she finds ridiculous. Elizabeth defends herself and refuses to be intimidated. Lady Catherine leaves, furious.

			During a walk, Elizabeth thanks Darcy for his generosity towards Lydia and tells him that her feelings for him have changed: she accepts his marriage proposal. Mr. Bennet, who is astonished at first, consents to the marriage.

			Shortly after the two weddings, Bingley and Jane settle near Pemberley. Kitty is kept away from the bad influence of her sister Lydia, who frequently begs for money from Elizabeth and Darcy, and makes excessive visits to the Bingleys. Elizabeth and Georgiana become good friends. In the end, Lady Catherine accepts the union of his nephew.

		


		
			Character study

			Elizabeth Bennet

			The main character of the novel is the second of the five Bennet daughters. She is pretty and has very expressive eyes. Full of wit and common sense, she expresses herself with ease and intelligence. She likes to observe the behavior of the people around her.

			However, she often judges those who surround her a little too quickly. This leads her to be mistaken as to the true nature of others, including Wickham and Darcy, and to hang on to her initial prejudices before realizing her mistakes. Very sure of herself, she is not easily intimidated, not even by those of a higher social class.

			Mr. Darcy

			The son of a very rich family, he owns the Pemberley estate in Derbyshire. He is also the nephew of Lady Catherine de Bourgh and best friend of Mr. Bingley. He is the male equivalent of Elizabeth and the reader quickly realizes that he is made for her.

			Of snobbish and arrogant appearance, his wealth and status make him a very proud man and he is aware of his social superiority. Like Elizabeth, he is frank and quick to judge the people he meets. However, Elizabeth’s refusal to marry him pushes him to be more humble and re-evaluate his pretentions.

			He is also a very generous man: he does not hesitate to help Lydia and the Bennet family. He thus demonstrates a strong commitment to Elizabeth, despite the Bennets’ poverty and lack of propriety.

			Jane Bennet

			Jane is the eldest and most beautiful of the Bennet

			Charles Bingley

			
			Mr. Bennet

			
			Mrs. Bennet

			
			George Wickham

			
			Lydia Bennet

			
			Mr. Collins

			
			Charlotte Lucas

			
			Caroline Bingley

			
			Lady Catherine de Bourgh

			
			Mary Bennet

			
			Catherine (Kitty) Bennet

			
			Mr. and Mrs. Gardiner

			
			Georgiana Darcy
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