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THERE ARE A LOT OF DIFFERENCES
BETWEEN THIS FIRST GAME AND THE .WAS THAT IT NEVER
MODERN ONE. BUT THE BIGGEST ONE... OCCURRED TO NAISMITH...

'\'\\“{W%T‘"i i
ELL]]

(1L

...TO PUNCH A
HOLE IN THE
BOTTOM OF THE
PEACH BASKET.

y LITTLE WONDER
ﬁ'ﬂﬁ?& THE SCORE OF THE
BASTICH... FIRST-EVER BASKET-

BALL GAME WAS 1-O.

r,
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THE GAME'S SPREAD |l S
INNI
BEGINNING TO BE SURE DOWN ONE BIT.

H I ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHERS I
AN INAUSPICIOUS — |—i ~-BUT IT DID NOT SLOW || FROM AN ACADEMY NEXT DOCR =4
= HAPPENED BY THE YMCA GYM [T}

LATER THAT SAME WEEK.
St /)
e/

i — ——

HULLO!
WHAT ARE YOU
FELLOWS
PLAYING?

WE WANTED
TO CALL IT
“NAISMITHBALL?" N

- ‘.
S v V7. £ N \
\ BUT HE’S < \~ - \ -
TOO MODEST & = {
B FOR THAT! & / ¢ =
¥ < § ( % L ‘
7 \ c [ \ WHY, T'D, UH,
& )

i ) / , BE HAPPY TO,

aﬁ\
250\

SO WOMEN'S
BASKETBALL
BEGAN LITERALLY
DAYS AFTER
THE MEN'S.

...BUT ALL HE NAISMITH'S MOTIVE TO
COULD FIND WERE THESE BE HELPFUL MAY HAVE [
PEACH BASKETS. BEEN THE INTEREST OF

. MAUDE SHERMAN,

POPS TO DRUM US SO FOR THE N\ WHO WOULD BECOME
UP SOME BOXES IN \OMENT, WE'RE CALLING \ MRS. INVENTOR-OF -

STORAGE TO HANG FROM B T "BASKET BALL.” BASKETBALL THREE
THE BANNISTERS... 4 / . \ YEARS LATER.
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2. The ball may be batted in any direction
with one or both hands (never with the fist).

it th ldent Q\\\\\\“‘--."' 7. If either
Sntant 1o ihinre the soreson AN 6. A foul is striking at the ball with side makes
e nJ person, \ the fist, violation of Rules 3 and 4, three consecu-
for the whole of the game, and such as described in Rule 5 tive fouls, it
no substitute allowed. e d : shall count a
goal for the
opponents
(consecutive
means without
the opponents
in the mean
time making a
foul).

(THE NBA CALLS THESE “INTENTIONAL
FOULS, BUT THEY’RE ALSO KNOWN AS
“FLAGRANT” FOULS.)

11. The referee shall be
10. The umpire shall be
judge of tho Hen snd shall Jjudge of the ball and shall
note the fouls. decide when the ball is in

play, in bounds, to which
side it belongs, and shall
keep the time.
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1st RULES

3. A player cannot run with the ball.
The player must throw it from the spot
on which he catches 1it.

(THOUGH
DRIBBLING
GOES UNMEN-
TIONED IN THE

YALE UNIVERSITY'S

TEAM WOULD
4. The ball must be held PIONEER THE

in or between the hands;
the arms or body must not TEC;Q;Q;J)E IN
be used for holding it. _

8. A goal shall be made when the
ball is thrown or batted from
the grounds into the basket.

(THIS RULE LATER
EVOLVED INTO
ALLOWING THE

FOULED PLAYER
TO MAKE
FREE-THROW
SHOTS FROM THE
FOUL LINE.)

12. The time shall be two 15-minute
halves, with five minutes' rest between.

5. No shouldering, -
holding, pushing, A
tripping, or striking B
in any way the person %
of an opponent shall
be allowed.

The first infringement of
this rule by any player shall
count as a foul, the second
shall disqualify him until the
next goal is made...

9. When the ball goes out
of bounds, it shall be thrown
into the field of play by the
person first touching 1it.

goals in that time shall be
declared the winner.
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THESE POSITIONS WEREN'T
ALL THAT DIFFERENT FROM
THE ONES WE KNOW TODAY.

THE CENTER (C) TENDS TO BE THE
BIGGEST PLAYER ON THE COURT.
THE POWER FORWARD (PF) HAS
MANY OF THE SAME RESPONSIBILITIES,
UT TENDS TO BE MORE OF A
REBOUNDING SPECIALIST.

AS OF THIS WRITING,
ESPN.COM RANKS TIM
DUNCAN AS THE #1 PF
IN NBA HISTORY...

THE SHOOTING GUARD (SG)
IS THE BEST SHOOTER (DUH);
BOTH IN TERMS OF ACCURACY

AND DISTANCE.

MICHAEL JORDAN
LEADS ALL OTHER
SGS IN THAT POSITION.
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THE SMALL FORWARD (SF) ATTACKS THE 5
BASKET ON OFFENSE, USUALLY THE MOST FOR EXAMPLE,
VERSATILE PLAYER ON THE COURT. / \ THOUGH HE'S STRONG
LIKE A PF AND HAS THE
BALL-HANDLING SKILLS
OF A PG, LEBRON
JAMES IS THE

..AND KAREEM
ABDUL-JABBAR
IS THE TOP C.

THE POINT GUARD
(PG) HAS TO BE ABLE
TO CONTROL THE TEAM

AND THE BALL.
EFFECTIVELY, HE IS THE
ON-THE-COURT LEADER.

MAGIC JOHNSON
LEADS ESPN.COM'S
ALL-TIME PG LIST.
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NAISMITH'S PHYS-ED-TEACHERS-IN-TRAINING WENT
HOME FOR WINTER BREAK, AND TAUGHT THEIR
FRIENDS, THEN GOT JOBS AS GYM TEACHERS, AND
TAUGHT THEIR STUDENTS AT COLLEGES, AND AT OTHER
YMCAS, WHO IN TURN TAUGHT OTHERS, AND SO ON.

THE GAME'S NEAR~-INSTANTANEOUS POPULARITY
WAS LIKELY THE RESULT OF SEVERAL FACTORS.

BASKETBALL COULD BE PLAYED
ANYWHERE WITH AN INDPOOR GYM.

SO THE GAME QUICKLY
CAUGHT ON IN DENSE,
URBAN AREAS THAT LACKED 7
WIDE-OPEN GREEN SPACES. :
Y 1910, MORE THAN 80 PERCENT
OF NEW YORK CITY SCHOOLYARDS
e —_ HAD A BASKETBALL COURT.
{8 |- o, e \ W AV Y ] D\S

WY

b

EVEN MORE IMPORTANT WAS
TEAM SIZE. YOU NEEDED ONLY L
' . \VE

TEN PEOPLE TO PLAY A
PROPER BASKETBALL GAME.

« I { ;
i\ \\)\:?\h v‘uf.’x& { it (l e vy, .
. I\’wﬂig\w\\_/ o \{I)( A%/ — - ﬂ]“y ;
N\ F\‘/u\{'yh})@h\%;/{“rﬁ) \ wjﬁ)\ T
! &

IN TEENY-TINY AREAS OF
RURAL AMERICA, WHERE m
ENTIRE SCHOOLS’ o
‘{\ \»/ ;

WORTH OF KIDS WOULDN'T
BE ENOUGH TO PLAY NINE
INNINGS OF BASEBALL, \
| / / CITY AND COUNTRY
\ WERE BOTH CAPTIVATED
BY THE GAME--AS WERE \

MEN AND WOMEN.

/
B\
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SMITH COLLEGE IN NORTHAMPTON,
MASSACHUSETTS, WOULD HOLD THE FIRST
INTRAMURAL WOMEN’S BASKETBALL GAME IN 1893.

THE WOMEN WERE AS INCLINED
TO ROUGHHOUSING AS MEN.

\ 7

CLARA BAER, PHYS ED
INSTRUCTOR AT NEWCOMB
COLLEGE IN NEW ORLEANS,
WROTE TO NAISMITH ABOUT
BASKETBALL AFTER
SHE DISCOVERED THE NEW
GAME IN A MAGAZINE.

_..PLAYERS SWITCHED TO “ATHLETIC BLOOMERS"--
A LOOSE KIND OF A NOT-QUITE-UNDERGARMENT
ALSO KNOWN AS THE “REFORM DRESS.”

>

S

S—

a ) .
(FOR THIS REASON, MALE SPECTATORS WERE BARRED
FROM THE FIRST YEARS OF THE WOMEN'S GAME.)

A UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA PLAYER GOT HER
NOSE BROKEN WHEN SHE TOOK AN OPPONENT'S
ELBOW TO THE FACE DURING A GAME AGAINST THE
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AT BERKELEY IN 1899.

NAISMITH INCLUDED IN HIS
REPLY A ROUGH DIAGRAM
SHOWING WHAT HE
BELIEVED TO BE THE
IDEAL POSITIONING FOR
PLAYERS ON THE COURT.
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BASKETBALL

A FAST-BREAK HISTORY OF HOOPS

Fred Van Lente
and Joe Cooper
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SEE THOSE
TWO PEACH
BASKETS NAILED UP
AT EACH END OF THE
GYM BALCONY?

WE'RE GOING
TO DIVIDE UP INTO
TWO TEAMS. THE IDEA
IS TO THROW THE BALL
INTO THE OPPOSING
TEAM’S BASKET.

“THE BOYS BEGAN TACKLING, KICKING, AND PUNCHING IN THE CLINCHES,”
NAISMITH WOULD TELL A NEW YORK CITY RADIO STATION IN 1939.

“THEY ENDED UP IN A FREE-FOR-ALL
IN THE MIDDLE OF THE GYM FLOOR.”

WHEN THE DUST SETTLED, THE
GAME'S FIRST-EVER INJURY
REPORT COMPRISED
MULTIPLE BLACK EYES, A
SEPARATED SHOULDER, AND
ONE PLAYER KNOCKED OUT.

“IT CERTAINLY WAS MURDER,"
HE REMEMBERED IN 1939.

N |

SN A A R A

i ()

NAISMITH REALIZED HE WAS GOING TO HAVE TO IMPOSE
MORE STRUCTURE ON HIS UNRULY INFANT OF A GAME.

ALL RIGHT,
FELLOWS...LET'S
TRY THIS T

ON DECEMBER 21, 1891, HE WAS READY
TO UNVEIL THE NEW, IMPROVED GAME.
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CHAPTER ONE

MURDER BALL

THE PHYSICAL-EDUCATION-TEACHERS-TO-BE ENROLLED AT THE
YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION (YMCA) INTERNATIONAL

TRAINING SCHOOL IN SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS, WERE USED TO
THE ROUGH-AND-TUMBLE OF OUTDOOR ACTIVITY--RUGBY, MOSTLY.

TRAPPED INSIDE BY THE HARSH NEW ENGLAND WINTER OF
DECEMBER 1891, THE YOUNG MEN STARTED TO..ACT OUT.

\ ‘ BLAST [T, NAISMITH,
d \ | ou MUST FIND A DISTRACTION
X <
Sy

FOR THESE BOYS!

BUT, SIR--
THEY SIMPLY WON'T
PLAY DUCK, DPUCK,

GOOSE!

NOW GET TO
WORK, MAN, BEFORE THOSE

DON'T BE ROWDIES INJURE THEMSELVES--
DENSE, NAISMITH. OR YOU!

NO NEED TO REINVENT
THE WHEEL.

I WON'T
LET YOU DOWN,
SIR!
THERE'S NOTHING
NEW UNDER THE
SUN--WHATEVER LOOKS
SO IS SIMPLY A NOVEL

cgf‘gé’;’?ﬁfés?': BORN IN ONTARIO IN 1861 AND AN 1888 GRADUATE OF

MCGILL IN MONTREAL, JAMES NAISMITH CAST HIS MEMORY
BACK TO HIS CANADIAN CHILDHOOD FOR INSPIRATION.
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HE REMEMBERED A GAME HE AND HIS FRIENDS ’.
USED TO PLAY CALLED DUCK-ON-THE-ROCK,
WHICH INVOLVED TRYING TO KNOCK A SMALL ROCK

OFF ITS BASE WITH STONES OF YOUR OWN. HWHEN oSyl

AN ARC, ACCURACY WAS MORE
EFFECTIVE THAN FORCE.

INSTEAD OF VERTICAL, THE PLAYERS
WOULD BE COMPELLED TO THROW
THE BALL IN AN ARC.

“...AND FORCE, WHICH MADE
FOR ROUGHNESS, WOULD
BE OF NO VALUE."

THOUGH THIS GAME--WHICH DATES TO THE MIDDLE
AGES--DIDN'T SEEM, ON THE SURFACE, ALL THAT
APPLICABLE TO HIS CURRENT SITUATION, HE DID FIND
ONE ASPECT RATHER ATTRACTIVE, REMEMBERING:

ALL RIGHT, CHUMS,
GATHER 'ROUND!
"ACCURACY OVER FORCE” WAS 2
A GOOD DESCRIPTION OF WHAT
NAISMITH WAS GOING FOR--
A GAME THAT VALUED GRACE T OVEL Tomy
OVER RAW STRENGTH. ; HMMMPH]
A NEW GAME...!

WE'RE GOING

A VERY VICTORIAN, A
VERY GENTEEL SORT OF
GAME, TO CONTAIN MEN'S

BASER INSTINCTS.






