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​About the Author: Jackie Bolen

[image: ]


I taught English in South Korea for 10 years to every level and type of student. I've taught every age from kindergarten kids to adults. These days, I'm teaching teenagers and adults in Vancouver, Canada. I hold a Master of Arts in Psychology. During my time in Korea I successfully completed both the Cambridge CELTA and DELTA certification programs. Find me here: 

YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/jackiebolen

Pinterest: www.pinterest.com/eslspeaking

Email: jb.business.online@gmail.com 

You may also want to check out these other books by Jackie Bolen. It's easy to find them wherever you like to buy books.


−  Celpip Vocabulary Practice, Levels 10+

−  Celpip Vocabulary Practice, Levels 7-9

−  Celpip Vocabulary Practice, Levels 4-6
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​Introduction to the Book
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Welcome to this book designed to help you get a better score on the CELPIP speaking exam. Be sure to read the information about the speaking portion of this exam, as well as find out how the scoring works.

Then, look closely at each of the eight tasks, paying close attention to the recommended way to structure your answer. Look at the example questions and answers. 

Then, do the 10 practice questions for each task yourself. I recommend using a timer and recording yourself. Of course, speak out loud! Get some practice doing these questions under the same conditions as the CELPIP exam.

After that, do the two practice exams. Again, use a timer and be sure to do the entire exam all at once so you can get used to how long it takes and how much you have to talk.

And finally, good luck on your exam! By preparing and practicing, you will do well.
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​About the CELPIP Speaking Test
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−  The speaking section of this test takes 15-20 minutes.

−  It's the last section of the CELPIP exam.

−  There will be lots of other people talking in the same room. Be prepared for this and practice speaking with a TV show or movie on in the background.

−  The practice test (the first part) is optional. Nobody will listen to it. However, it's a good idea to get some practice speaking into the microphone.  

−  When the preparation time is up for each task, the screen will go forward and you'll hear, “Start speaking now.” 

−  Speak at a normal volume.

−  The test is computer-based. You will NOT be speaking to a person (like in the IELTS).

−  You can't retake only the speaking part of the exam if you get a low score. You have to take the entire exam again.

−  You'll be talking about daily life situations. This isn't a test of academic English.
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​General Tips for the CELPIP Speaking Exam
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Here are some important tips for the CELPIP speaking exam. 

Speak Clearly and Naturally

Use a normal pace and pronunciation. Don’t speak too fast, and avoid sounding robotic or rehearsed. NEVER try to memorize answers. You can't predict the questions that will be on the exam as it changes often.

Speaking naturally is very important on the CELPIP! It's a test of everyday communication. 

Follow the Structure

In general, organize your answers with a clear beginning, middle, and end. Start with an introduction, provide reasons and examples, then finish with a conclusion.

Use the Preparation Time Wisely

You get 30–60 seconds to prepare for each question. Quickly jot down keywords or an outline to keep your response focused.

Stay on Topic

Don’t go off track. Answer exactly what the question asks, and avoid adding unrelated information. You won't have enough time to completely answer the question if you start talking about random things!

Expand your Answers

Provide details, explanations, and examples. Avoid short or one-sentence responses. Speak for most of the allowed time for each question. For example, if you are given 60 seconds to answer the question, then speak for at least 45 seconds. If you're given 90 seconds to answer a question, speak for at least 75 seconds. 

It's better to speak for the full length of time, but make sure to leave enough time for a conclusion sentence. 

Use a Variety of Vocabulary

Try to use different words and phrases to show your range of language. Avoid repeating the same expressions. This will allow you to get higher scores on the vocabulary section of the grading criteria.

You might consider using one of my CELPIP vocabulary builder books (depending on your level). They are all by Jackie Bolen.


−  Celpip Vocabulary Practice, Levels 10+

−  Celpip Vocabulary Practice, Levels 7-9

−  Celpip Vocabulary Practice, Levels 4-6


Use Transitions and Connectors

Words like “first of all,” “for example,” “however,” and, “in conclusion” help organize your response and make it easier to follow.

Don’t Worry About Perfection

If you make a mistake, keep going. Don't go back and try to correct your errors. You will run out of time to answer the question completely. Focus on communication rather than perfect grammar.

Practice With a Timer

Get used to the CELPIP timing by practicing with real questions and giving responses within the time limits. You'll get a feel for what 60 seconds is, for example, and be able to speak for that length of time on the real exam.

Listen to Sample Responses

Reviewing good and bad examples can help you understand what examiners are looking for and how to improve your own speaking. Search on Google for “CELPIP speaking exam” and you'll see lots of examples. 
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​Scoring
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This speaking exam is graded in four sections. Find out more about each one below.

Content/Coherence 

How well are your ideas organized and developed?


−  number of ideas

−  quality of ideas

−  organization of ideas

−  examples and supporting details



Vocabulary

Do you have a wide range of vocabulary and can you use it naturally? 


−  word choice

−  precision and accuracy

−  range of words and phrases (idioms, collocations, phrasal verbs, etc.)

−  suitable use of words and phrases



Listenability

How easy is it to listen to and understand your speaking? 


−  rhythm, pronunciation, and intonation

−  grammar and sentence structure

−  variety of sentence structure



Task Fulfillment 

How well did you follow the instructions and was your tone good? 


−  relevance

−  completeness (beginning, middle, and end).

−  tone (polite, informal, positive or negative, etc.)

−  length (almost the entire time given)
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​Practice Task
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Preparation time: 30 seconds

Speaking time: 60 seconds

This is your chance to warm up your voice and get used to speaking into the microphone. Nobody will listen to it or grade it. You are not required to do this, but I recommend that you do!

Example questions:

	Talk about your best friend.

	Talk about where you live. 

	Describe your family. 
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​Task 1: Giving Advice 
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Preparation time: 30 seconds

Speaking time: 90 seconds

Plan of attack  


−  Use a clear structure (acknowledge the issue, introduce the advice, give 2-3 specific suggestions, and finish with some encouragement).

−  Key phrases: I recommend . . ., You should . . ., It's a good idea to . . .

−  Show empathy (I understand it's tough to . . .)



Example question 1:

A friend is looking for a summer job. Give him some advice. 

Example answer 1: 

I understand that you want to find a summer job. I recommend that you apply to as many places as possible. Summer vacation is only for a few months, so it's important to get a job quickly in order to maximize your savings!

You should apply to places online using various portals, but don't forget to tailor your resume to each specific job. Look closely at the job ad and use the keywords in the ad so that you can make it past the screening stage, whether it's done by a person or computer.

It's also a good idea to print off your resume and go to stores where you'd like to work. Be sure to dress for success and don't wear anything too casual. Smile and ask to talk to the manager. Be friendly and outgoing and of course, very polite. Make sure the phone number and email on your resume is correct!

Whatever you do, don't give up. I understand it's easy to get discouraged, but stay strong. Just keep applying to places every day and something will fall into place. You have to be in




















	Your friend is thinking about moving to another city for a job but feels unsure. Give your friend advice on what to consider before making the decision.

	Your cousin wants to get in shape but doesn’t know how to start exercising. Give your cousin advice on how to begin a fitness routine and how to stay motivated.

	Your friend is having trouble managing their time at university. Give your friend advice on how to stay organized and keep up with their studies.

	Your brother is thinking about buying a used car, but he doesn’t know much about cars. Give him some advice on making a good choice and things to look for.

	Your coworker is nervous about giving a presentation at work for the first time. Give them advice on how to prepare and stay calm.

	Your friend wants to save money for a vacation but finds it hard to budget. Give your friend advice on how to manage their money more effectively.

	Your neighbor is planning to adopt a dog but has never owned a pet before. Give them advice on how to prepare for a new pet.

	Your classmate is thinking about dropping out of school due to stress. Give them advice on how to cope and make the best decision.

	Your friend is always tired and wants to improve their sleep habits. Give them advice on how to get better sleep.

	Your younger sibling wants to make new friends at school but feels shy. Give them advice on how to be more confident and meet people.
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