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Television creates a voracious audience that can't get enough of a hundred-story building collapsing or a plane crashing near the sun. Insatiable, it wants more. One dawn it will contemplate pieces of the sidereal space and the next day it will name a star. 

The printed letter weaves its magic in another way. Reporters-editors investigate the reason for events and the unreasonableness of the conflicts that make existence a chance, marvelous and terrible at the same time. Their work is at the center of the sea, stretched towards a horizon that no one reaches and towards the depths that no one reaches. A task like this tests the intelligence and intuition that come from thinking alone and in the silent company of a multitude. 

With hard work, Álvaro Delgado has become a great reporter. 

He will continue to grow and will soon combine literature with his investigative skills, a counterpoint demanded by the luminous image of television. The beauty of language will not be for narcissistic filigree, but for precision, the supreme gift of written journalism. 

Álvaro Delgado's book is disturbing, the uneasiness is alive in each of its pages. In a simple way, as it should be, he gives a detailed and punctual account of his findings. The election of the year 2000 was not only a political epic, but a story that was hidden from Mexicans, their inalienable right to know. 

Who defeated the system on July 2 of that year? 

Vicente Fox, the PAN and even Amigos de Fox are only part of the answer, born from a superficial analysis of that electoral process. The reality far exceeds the so-called Fox phenomenon. 

On July 2, a political project that emerged decades ago, with ideological roots in the Mexican ultra-right, materialized in a majority of votes. 

Based on this hypothesis, Alvaro Delgado dedicated invaluable time to the investigation of a vast ideological and political network known as El Yunque, a secret, sworn brotherhood with its own territory: the Bajío, and its own mission: to implant the kingdom of God on Mexican soil. 

The reading of the book unravels a story of violence and intransigence, 

with Christ the King on his chest and anti-communism as a flag. 

On July 3, 2000, the militants of the ultra-right, old and young, will have congratulated themselves in the style of the PRI families: it took us a while, but at last, we have come to power. 

With them he bequeathed up to the top the phrase: God, Fatherland, Organization... and the oath: 

"... we reiterate our uncompromising position in the face of error and sin..." 

There are no value judgments in El Yunque. There is pure reportage: flesh and blood characters, names and surnames; documented accounts of real scenes and circumstances, and a well-spun plot that opens up the political project that today governs the country. 

Delgado describes, without disguise, the pioneering work of radical organizations such as MURO, a deadly enemy, without euphemisms, of the "reds" of the UNAM; the slogan "Christianity yes, communism no" still seems to resound. And the graffiti and the intimidating beatings. 

And the consequent steps: the creation of a true divine militancy and the penetration of key structures. First, grassroots Christian organizations, parents' groups and, most importantly, the National Action Party. 

All this contributes to a clear-eyed look at the "Fox phenomenon". 

Alvaro Delgado's book is destined to become a reference work when trying to unravel what happened on July 2, 2000. 

About the media: Television shows us the beauty of the rainbow. The word tells us that there is no way to touch it. 

JULIO SCHERER GARCÍA 
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For decades, the construction of a democratic nation has been a gradual process, plagued with obstacles, to which millions of visible and anonymous citizens of different political tendencies have contributed, which accredits a pluralism that must be strengthened. 

The contributions from liberalism and the left - the latter banned for so many decades, even in its legal expression - are unobjectionable, but the right has also pushed this evolution towards respect for the other. The PAN, as the second longest-lived political party in Mexico, has made fundamental contributions in this sense. 

What is inadmissible in the current process of democratic transition, which should aspire to its consolidation, is that a secret confraternity continues to operate in Mexico, whose members maintain an oath of loyalty even outside the political party for which they have opted, the PAN, which they deliberately entered in order to conquer the power they already hold: the National Anvil Organization (Organización Nacional del Yunque). 

It is a secret organization of Catholic inspiration that recruits young people to indoctrinate and train them in physical and ideological combat, in order to advance politically in the conquest of public power to establish its very particular way of conceiving the world. 

This book, which was never intended to be academic, is a report on this secret organization, whose top leaders are making decisions that affect the entire nation. 

The information on which the author based this journalistic work, with no other purpose than to make known a matter of unquestionable public interest, was obtained from documents found in the General Archive of the Nation (AGN) - the Archivo General de la Nación (AGN).

The report was opened to public consultation by Vicente Fox's decision in June 2002, as well as books, magazines and newspapers that have dealt with the subject over the years. 

A significant portion of the information was provided to the author by 

members of the National Organization of the Anvil, characters who protect themselves by adhering to the professional secrecy of journalists, who judge incompatible with democracy the validity of loyalty oaths and the operation in the dark by means of pseudonyms. 

The author, as a journalist, describes, but does not judge the data presented here. He believes it is convenient to put revelations before evaluations. And he bets that the readers, always intelligent, will be the ones to judge. 
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It was getting dark when the red Volkswagen approached the school, where the group was waiting for the driver. The young man - 22 years old and of medium height - got out of the vehicle and entered a room next to the one used as a chapel, the site of the unusual ceremony. 

Illuminated only by a couple of candles, placed on a table covered with a white tablecloth - arranged on it a crucifix, a Bible and a rosary - the room in the schoolroom held no more than eight people, most of them boys in their twenties. 

The year was 1982, shaken towards the end by a severe decision: the nationalization of the banking system by José López Portillo, a "communist" who was unmasking himself. 

The "Lopez Gomar" school in the city of Leon, Guanajuato, was shrouded in silence and gloom. 

The director of the school, Tomás López Martínez, used to facilitate her for the tasks of the organization to which she had devoted herself and which over time has provided her with jobs in the government and in the National Action Party (PAN). 

The one that was about to take place was one more of the secret ceremonies that, since the sixties, had been a daily occurrence in the Bajío, and in the whole country. So, as in the other ceremonies, they proceeded as usual. 

An older man, presiding over the meeting and wearing a black armband, arranged the details. 

The young people placed two flags on the sides of the table: the national flag and another one with a red background and a white background, in the center of which -embroidered in black- a capital "Y" with a cross was drawn. 

All dressed in white shirts and black pants, they also wore a red militant armband with the Organization's emblem. 

All ready, the adult gave a shout out that started the ceremony at the St. Thomas Aquinas Center in the Cristo Rey region: 

God, Fatherland, Organization! followed by a choral repetition of the exclamation. 

The initiate, who remained in the adjoining room, heard the prayer of the 

prayer of Saint Louis, King of France: 

Lord, teach me to be generous 

to serve you as you deserve 

to give without measure 

to fight without fear of being hurt 

to work tirelessly 

and to seek no further reward 

than to know that I do your holy will.  

Solemn consultation of the group, approval of the requirements for membership, the 

"Godfather" went for the boy, who entered the room with martial step and, with the same discipline, saluted: standing at attention, he gave a blow with the fist of his right arm on his chest and then extended it, straight. 

The adult explained the aims of the Organization - "to prevent diabolical Marxism from taking over Mexico" - and the meaning of the colors: white, "for the purity of the ideals"; black, "for the mourning of the martyrs", and red, "for the blood we are willing to shed". 

Are you willing to abide by the ideals of our organization and accept its principles of primordiality, reserve and discipline? 

Yes, I am willing! said the boy, and immediately he was made to repeat himself before the crucifix and the Bible: 

I, in full use of my faculties and without mental reservations of any kind, swear by my God and by my honor as a Christian gentleman, to serve loyally and patriotically the activities and purposes of this Organization, giving it primacy over any other and to maintain in reserve its existence and purposes, as well as the names of its members. 

Then, in permanent stealth, martially raising his fist to his chest and then extending his arm, the presider pronounced in Latin the phrase of St. Ignatius of Antioch as he was led to martyrdom: 

- Be firm!  

Ut inqus perscusa! repeated the chorus whose complete phrase in Spanish means: "Be firm in adversity", like the anvil when it is beaten. 

If you are loyal in principle," the adult warned him, "you will find in us friends and brothers; if not, we will be implacable judges. 

And the chorus burst out again: "Friends and brothers or implacable judges! 

Friends and brothers or implacable judges!" 

Welcome, fellow militant! 

The celebration then proceeded: a toast, with red wine, in honor of the struggle against communism and the diabolical Revolution: "And to Latin America, our beloved homeland!" 

As an epilogue to the conclave, with the addition of a new member, the young people joined together in the prayer attributed to Ramón Plata Moreno, the mastermind who conceived the nature and structure of the Organization: 

Before you, Mary Queen, Mother of God and of the Church,  

we reiterate our uncompromising position in the face of error and sin.  

And knowing that you are the mediator of all graces,  

we implore you to intercede before God provident 

to grant us strength 

and perseverance 

as instruments of your cause.  

Virgin of Tepeyac, supply our virtues with your virtues. 

[weaknesses,  

Keep our vocation firm, protect us in the struggle and guide our steps for the defense of your reign. 

[in Spanish America. 

For this is a company of saints 

and your divine Son has chosen sinners. 

So be it.  

Ramón Muñoz Gutiérrez, a native of Lagos de Moreno, Jalisco, and a resident of León, Guanajuato, had consummated his union and perpetual fidelity to the National Organization of the Anvil, the ultra-right-wing paramilitary group, until now secret. 

To maintain anonymity, from then on he would be called Julio Vértiz, in honor of one of the Jesuit priests who, in the thirties, clandestinely fought against Freemasonry and Marxism through the Legions. 

The adult who had presided over the ceremony that was coming to an end, Gerardo Mosqueda Martínez, also a resident of León, ordered the retreat and the school was once again silent and dark. His pseudonym was Vekemans, like the Belgian priest, also a Jesuit, who shook Europe in the sixties in his fight against communism. 

Less than two decades later, the new member of the Organization - who in Lagos edited the newspapers Encuentro and Luz y Sonido - would gradually rise to national power: head of the Office of Government Innovation of the Presidency of the Republic and the most influential person close to Vicente Fox. 

And like Muñoz Gutiérrez, Mosqueda Martínez also jumped from Guanajuato to the federal government under Fox: general coordinator of Federal Delegations of the Secretariat of Labor and Social Welfare (STPS), a stronghold of La Orquesta, as its members also call the National Anvil Organization in order to maintain the secrecy that, for decades, has been successful. 

Of lower rank, but with higher aspirations, the school's director, Tomás López Martínez, goes by the pseudonym of Luis Franco, formed by the surname of the Spanish dictator and the name of Carrero Blanco, leader of the Falanges. 

Former municipal leader of the PAN in León, he has been -since December 2000- 

director of the Colegio de Estudios Científicos y Tecnológicos del Estado de Guanajuato (CECYTEG), a state identified since the 1970s by the federal government and the Catholic Church as one of the enclaves of ultra-right-wing subversive groups, particularly the Organización Nacional del Yunque, the doctrinal heir of the Cristero subversion of the 1920s. 
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Right there, in Leon, the high school and La Salle University were, since the sixties, the seedbed -as in almost all the campuses in the country- of numerous members of the National Anvil Organization, in one of whose swearing-in ceremonies another prominent figure of the current political scene was initiated: Luis Felipe Bravo Mena. 

Held in the midst of the 1968 student movement, the ceremony of the current president of PAN was attended by other young men and women who have also made a political career in that party. One of them: Ana Teresa Aranda, director of the System for the Integral Development of the Family (DIF). 

Brother of Ignacio Bravo Mena, once identified as one of the leaders of the National Anvil Organization in Guanajuato and later police chief in Leon in the early nineties, Luis Felipe was a faithful militant when he studied law at the University of Guanajuato. 

His political career continued simultaneously in the PAN of the State of Mexico and in the Confederación Patronal de la República Mexicana (Coparmex), the organization that pushed him to penetrate that party and which is the seedbed of the Orchestra's executive cadres.  

The obligatory oath explains the principle of brotherhood through which Bravo Mena climbed up the ranks and, upon winning the PAN presidency, integrated members of the National Anvil Organization into the National Executive Committee of his party. 

This is the case of federal deputy Manuel Espino, secretary general of the PAN's CEN, who took over the position from another prominent member of the Organization, Jorge Ocejo Moreno, former president of Coparmex and coordinator of advisors to Carlos Abascal, head of the Ministry of Labor and Social Welfare (STPS) since the beginning of the current administration. 

Since the beginning of the Fox administration, many members of the National Anvil Organization have worked in this federal government agency: Raúl Vázquez Osorio, Abascal's private secretary; Francisco Xavier Salazar Sáenz, Capablanca, undersecretary; Jesús Rivera Barroso, general coordinator of Planning, who temporarily served as undersecretary of Agrarian Reform; Fernando Urbiola Ledezma, Emilio Jasso, general director of Budget, as well as Mosqueda Martínez, Vekemans.  

It is no coincidence, either, that the liaison between the CEN of the PAN and the Fox government has been - since March 2002 - Ramón Muñoz Gutiérrez, Julio Vértiz, in charge of 

The President has the power to appoint cabinet members and to approve -or veto- officials from the level of general directorates to secretaries of state. 

In fact, due to Muñoz's great influence, the membership of the National Anvil Organization is vast in Fox's government and its members have been placed in strategic positions. 

In addition to the STPS and other agencies, there is a proliferation of members of the Anvil in the Secretariat of Social Development (Sedesol): Antonio Sánchez Díaz de Rivera, Undersecretary of Regional Development; Gonzalo Robles Valdés, also Undersecretary; José de Jesús Castellanos López, who began the six-year term as Coordinator of Social Communication and is currently General Director of the Liaison Unit; Gustavo Serrano Limón, General Coordinator of Social Service, a member of the clan that has scandalized for its ultra-conservatism. 

But also, as part of the conspiracy to conquer and hold on to power, members of the Organization are embedded in state and municipal governments -and in their respective local congresses-, as well as in the federal chambers of deputies and senators. 

Although most of them are members of the PAN, which they joined gradually since the mid-1970s, they also participate in the PRI and in business, civic and educational organizations. 

This is the case of former PRI federal deputy María de la Luz Lima Malvido, Deputy Attorney General of the Republic in the current Fox administration, whose husband, Luis Rodríguez Manzanera, was a member of the first leadership of the Movimiento Universitario de Renovadora Orientación (MURO), one of the Yunque's shock groups. 

In fact, the MURO, founded in 1961, like its predecessor in Puebla, the Frente Universitario Anticomunista (FUA), in 1955, were organizations deliberately created to operate publicly and hide the true structure of the National Organization of the Anvil, the paramilitary and ultra-Catholic machinery conceived to combat the "Judeo-Masonic-Communist conspiracy" in Mexico. 

Their objective was to consummate the "Cause" in Mexico: to order the State in order to establish the "City of God" according to the Gospel.  

El Yunque is also the creator of other camouflage organizations with the task of encouraging civic participation, within the project of "social vertebration". 

The following organizations were formed in the 1970s and were promoted by Coparmex: Desarrollo Humano Integral y Acción Ciudadana (DHIAC), Asociación Nacional Cívica Femenina (Ancifem) and Comité Nacional Provida (Comité Nacional Provida). 

The person who appeared as leader of DHIAC and Provida -and who explains the overlapping of many of its members-, Jaime Aviña Zepeda, is also a current politician: responsible since 2002 for the training of PAN in the capital of the country, whose president, José Luis Luege, is also a prominent member of the Anvil and, in addition, former leader of DHIAC.  

The nationalization of banking in 1982 stimulated the activism of the National Anvil Organization during that decade, when it alternated the recruitment and paramilitary training of young people with political actions through business organizations, such as the "Watchtower" and "Mexico in Freedom" forums. 

In the nineties, other groups promoted by the Organization proliferated: the Mexican Human Rights Commission (CMDH), Coordinadora Ciudadana, led by Sánchez Díaz de Rivera, and Vertebra, led by Abascal Carranza, both presidents of Coparmex in successive periods from 1993 to 1998. 

Ideologues in the private sector since the seventies, Federico Müggemburg and Guillermo Velasco Arzac, Jenofonte, are prominent members of the National Anvil Organization and have been Bravo Mena's mentors since he started working in the country's capital. 

Müggemburg is the husband of Gabriela Romero Castillo, sister of Cecilia, current PAN senator, who married, in May 2001, Emilio Baños Urquijo, brother of Fernando, former president of MURO and the Guardia Unificadora Iberoamericana (GUIA), founded in 1971, which was also a public cover for the Yunque and whose founding leadership 

The current PAN federal deputy Luis Pazos, a prolific spokesman for the ultra-right, was a member. 

Like that of Lima Malvido with Rodríguez Manzanera, that of the reputed criminal lawyer who was the first secretary of Political Organization of the MURO, these two cases illustrate the 

"organic marriages" mandated by the Organization, in which divorce is outlawed. 

The relationship of the Lima Malvido-Rodríguez Manzanera couple with ultra-Catholic sectors arose from the publication of the book Ganancia de pescadores, by Jorge Carpizo and Julián Andrade, who documented the influence of Archbishop Juan Sandoval Iñiguez in the investigation of the 1983 assassination of Cardinal Jesús Posadas Ocampo in Guadalajara. 

The lawyer of the Archbishop of Guadalajara, José Antonio Ortega, was founder of the CMDH and is brother-in-law of Jorge Serrano Limón, all close to the coordinator of the PAN deputies in the Congress of Jalisco, Fernando Guzmán Pérez-Peláez, former national president of DHIA, cover of the National Organization of the Anvil. 

Velasco Arzac, who in the seventies was regional head of the Anvil in Guanajuato, Querétaro, Zacatecas and Aguascalientes, recently failed in his purpose of being one of the commissioners of a foundational institution: the Federal Institute of Access to Public Information (IFAIP), responsible for guaranteeing the correct implementation of the Federal Law of Transparency and Access to Public Governmental Information. 

Proposed by Fox on the recommendation of Ramón Muñoz, Velasco Arzac was rejected by the Senate for his inexperience in the area of the right to information and for being a member of censorship organizations such as "A Favor de lo mejor", of which Gerardo Mosqueda was vice-president. 

This was a serious setback for the Organization's ideologue, who had previously been deposed as director of Citizen Participation after an untenable relationship with the Secretary of Public Security, Alejandro Gertz Manero. 

Another previous blow that Velasco Arzac, and the Organization, also suffered was not having been appointed president of the National Human Rights Commission in 1999, when he presided over Mexico United Against Crime, created two years earlier at the behest of Coparmex president Gerardo Aranza Orozco, brother of 

Ana Teresa, current director of DIF, both members of the National Anvil Organization. 

One of the national heads of the Organization is currently another former president of Coparmex: Bernardo Ardavín Migoni. 

General Director of Fondo Nacional para el Desarrollo Sostenible (Fundes), the business organization that promotes the development of small and medium-sized companies, of which Velasco Arzac is currently a director. Ardavín was president of Coparmex from 1986 to 1988, was a director of Infonavit in 1995, from which he was dismissed for alleged mismanagement, and is currently owner of the consulting firm Estrategia Empresarial. 

Ardavín was academic vice-rector of La Salle University from 1970 to 1974. 

and, together with the administrative vice-rector, Rogelio Barrón, promoted the
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