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    To Him who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light, and to every believer who, having experienced the miracle of new birth, longs for every area of their life—from the intimacy of home to the responsibility of the workplace—to be an altar of worship and a living testimony to the lordship of Jesus Christ.

      

    



  	
        
            
            "And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him."
 
— Colossians 3:17
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It is a privilege to welcome you to this Christian training course entitled "Starting with God." The moment a person opens their heart to Jesus Christ is, without a doubt, the most significant milestone of their existence; it represents the passage from darkness to light and from death to life. As the author of our study material rightly points out, this event is a "second birth," a spiritual regeneration that marks the beginning of a completely new identity in Christ.

However, we must understand that this birth is not the final goal of our journey, but rather the glorious starting point of a race of faith and a process of comprehensive transformation. Just as a newborn child has all the capacity to become an adult but requires time, nourishment, and care to develop, the new believer needs a solid foundation in order to grow. This course has been specifically designed to accompany you in those critical first steps, helping you to cement your faith on the firm rock of the Holy Scriptures so that you will not be "tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine." Our goal is not simply to convey theoretical or intellectual concepts, but to facilitate a practical, vivid, and transformative encounter between the eternal Word of God and the complex realities of our daily lives.

The Map of Our Journey

Throughout these sessions, we will explore how God's sovereignty and Christ's lordship are not limited to the four walls of a church building, but extend to every corner, conversation, and decision of our lives. To facilitate this learning, our study is divided into four fundamental pillars that encompass the totality of the human experience:

1. The Assurance of Salvation and Spiritual Growth

Our first priority is to secure the foundation: the identity of the believer. It is vital that each participant be able to say with conviction based on biblical promises, "I am saved." Not by our own merits, but by the perfect work of Christ. We will reflect deeply on the wonder of God's grace, which rescued us when we were lost.

In addition, we will address the need to maintain constant "spiritual hygiene." Just as we care for our physical bodies, the spirit requires daily discipline to stay healthy. We will delve into the vital importance of prayer—the breath of the soul—and systematic Bible reading—our daily nourishment. We will learn to submit our will to the Holy Spirit, allowing Him to guide our growth and produce in us His characteristic fruit: love, joy, peace, and temperance.

2. Public Witness and Community Life

The Christian faith, although personal, was never designed to be lived in isolation or secrecy. In this second pillar, we will study the biblical meaning of baptism, understanding it as our first great step of public obedience and identification with the death and resurrection of Jesus. It is our "declaration of allegiance" before the world and heaven.

We will also emphasize the critical importance of integrating ourselves into the "assembly of saints," that is, the local church. Christian fellowship is not an option for the believer, but a vital necessity. It is in the community that God uses others to refine our character, where we find comfort in affliction, and where we discover the gifts the Lord has given us to serve others. We will learn that brotherly love is the most powerful outward evidence that we have truly passed from death to life.

3. The Family Altar: Marriage and Children

God is the original architect of the family and desires to be the center of every home. We will spend significant time understanding how to honor the Lord in the marital relationship, based on the principles of sacrificial love, respect, and faithfulness that the Bible establishes. We will see that marriage is, in reality, a reflection of the relationship between Christ and His Church.

We will also address the sacred responsibility of raising children. The home should be the first mission field and the most effective school of discipleship. We will discuss how to raise the next generation "in the discipline and instruction of the Lord," understanding that our daily example speaks louder than our words. The "family altar" is not just a time of prayer, but an atmosphere where God's will is breathed into every corner of the home.

4. The Christian in the World: Work, Business, and Citizenship

Finally, we will take our faith into the public sphere, where we spend most of our time. The Bible has much to say about our professional and civic ethics. We will analyze how a Christian employee should behave: with integrity, punctuality, and excellence, working "as for the Lord and not for men."

For those who have leadership responsibilities, we will explore how to run a business or company under biblical principles. This involves treating employees fairly and without despotism, fulfilling obligations to creditors, and avoiding any form of deception or greed. We will remember that our businesses ultimately belong to God and that we are only stewards of His resources. Finally, we will define our duty as citizens: how to respect and pray for authorities, obey our laws, and be "salt and light" in a society that often walks in the opposite direction of the values of the Kingdom.

Our Commitment

The Christian life is essentially an exchange: Christ grows in us as we ourselves diminish. This manual constantly reminds us that there is no separation between the "sacred" and the "secular." Even seemingly insignificant details, such as our personal hygiene, our treatment of a neighbor, our honesty in paying a debt, or the way we correct a child, are actually acts of worship if done with the intention of honoring God.

We invite you to participate in this course with a humble and teachable heart. We are not here simply to accumulate information that fills our heads, but to receive revelation that transforms our hearts. The ultimate goal is for each of us to learn not only about God, but to walk daily and faithfully with Him.

"And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him." — Colossians 3:17
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