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I believe that the Rapture and the Second Coming of Jesus are related events. The rapture is simply when Jesus returns FOR His church. The Second Coming when Jesus returns WITH His church. I believe that the rapture will happen after the seven years of tribulation or great troubles as indicated by Matthew 24. 

It is a time of great joy for the believers seeing Jesus face to face. The word rapture traces back to the Latin verb rapto, meaning "to be snatched up.” 

Well you may say. That’s never happened before. Well two Biblical figures taken up to heaven without experiencing death are Enoch and Elijah.

Let’s look at 1) the seven signs of Jesus’ return, 2) what the rapture is like, 3) what believers need to be, 4) what heaven is like and 5) What it means for us.

1)  The Seven signs of Jesus’ return


These are from Matthew 24. The first two are described as the beginning of birth pains and have already been fulfilled.


	False messiahs will appear.



There have been many false Christs, so this has been fulfilled.


	In the world famines, wars and earthquakes. This has been fulfilled.

	Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. All nations don’t yet hate us. So this has yet to be fulfilled.

	In the Church there will be a great falling away because of the persecution and many will betray one another. Yet evangelism is completed. The Gospel will be proclaimed to every ethnic group.

	In the middle east the abomination of desolation will be set up in the Temple. The Temple is yet to be rebuilt.

	Matthew 24:24 For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. This has yet to be fulfilled.

	In the sky: the sun and the moon will go out. All natural light will go out. This is the last sign and has yet to be fulfilled.


When you see all these things happen you know that He is near, right at the door. Matthew 24:33

Then the lightning return of Jesus. So we need to prepare for the great trouble.

The message of revelation is overcome and remain faithful no matter what persecution.

At some point people will be pressed to take the mark of the anti-christ. It will not be possible to buy and sell without it. You will lose your salvation if you take it. It’s probable you will be killed if you refuse to take it.

Matthew 24:42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.

According to Matthew 24 we Christians will go through the tribulation a time of great trouble and persecution. So be ready.

2)  What the rapture is like

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18

For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words.

We will all have new, resurrection bodies that don’t age or get ill. Caught up in the Greek means snatched away and this snatching away is also the same as rapture. The Greek word is Harpazō. Harpazō means to seize, snatch away, or take by force. It implies a sudden, powerful, and divine act of rescuing or taking believers to be with the Lord.

Jesus will come for His Church and take us off this earth. 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18, is the most definitive passage on the Rapture: For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.

1 Corinthians 15:53

For the perishable must clothe
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