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 Introduction

To be reading this booklet you must have
responded to the message of salvation or be seriously interested in
finding out what that message has to do with your life.

What is God offering?

What is salvation?

How can I be saved?

Why should I be saved?

What does it all mean?

This book answers some of those questions.
It isn't an exhaustive study. Rather it tries to explain complex
truths simply.

What is salvation? Simply, it is an exchange
— one life for another. Our natural life is full of things that
don't please God and are no good to us.

God offers us a new life free from those
things.

The old life is full of sin and selfishness.
It has no fellowship with God.

The new life is free from those things and
knows God as a father and Jesus as a friend.

It is much more than merely forgiveness of
sins and a ticket to heaven.

We will explore how we became sinful and
what God has done to remedy that. We will see how we exchange our
old, sinful life for a fresh start without sins or sinfulness.

Finally, we will look at what we need to do
to maintain and develop our new life until we become mature
believers.

I hope that by the end of the booklet you
will not only understand what salvation is but will know how to
gain it and maintain it.

So, let’s go.


Chapter 1

Back to the beginning

To understand what happened at the cross we
need to go back to the very beginning of everything.

The Bible opens with this statement: ‘In the
beginning God created the heavens and the earth.’ [Genesis
1:1]

That sentence covers billions of years.
Nothing existed in this realm and then God unleashed his creating
ability. Scientists now refer to that event as the Big Bang. In an
infinitesimal amount of time the universe began. A much longer time
later the earth formed.

Before we go any further we need to
understand the difference between the Bible and scientific
truth.

Science exists to discover how things
happen and what can be done with those discoveries.

The Bible isn’t interested in how things
happen — it’s not a scientific textbook. Its focus is why
things happen — it’s a spiritual textbook.

That explains why what science discovers and
the Bible portrays is often different.

Science isn’t interested in why. It
only wants to find out how. The Bible isn’t interested in
how. Its focus is why.

The creation story isn’t a scientific
explanation, but it does tell us why God created everything.
That explains why science and the Bible often seem to be at odds
with each other. They’re looking at the same thing from different
angles.

It’s beyond the scope of this booklet to
enter into the debate between science and the Bible. We’re
interested in the why of things and we’ll stick to that.

Why did God create everything? So that he
could place in his creation a being like himself. Here’s what the
Bible says about that: ‘Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our
image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the
sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild
animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” So
God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he
created them; male and female he created them.’ [Genesis
1:26-27]

God created men and women to be like him.
They started out as pure and innocent beings knowing nothing about
sin and wrongdoing. That allowed them to enjoy fellowship with him.
People’s sinlessness meant that they could enjoy God’s presence and
love without difficulty.

That didn’t last.

Through a disobedient act people lost their
pure life and gained a sinful one instead. Humanity became infected
with a sinful nature, which drives them to commit sinful acts.

Everyone born since then has that sinful
nature, which leads them into sinfulness.

How do we know that? No-one has to be taught
to be sinful — it just comes naturally! The Bible confirms that:
‘for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.’
[Romans 3:23]

Not only did people gain a sinful nature,
but it stopped them from enjoying God’s presence and love. Paul
asked the Corinthian believers, ‘For what do righteousness and
wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with
darkness?’ [2 Corinthians 6:14] The answer is: nothing. So
people also lost their ability to know God and share friendship
with him. Now we must exist without his help and try to overcome
the sinful nature with only our own abilities. In Genesis 4:
7 God says, ‘If you do what is right, will you not be accepted?
But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door;
it desires to have you, but you must rule over it.’

We all know the truth of that. We want to be
good, but we always end up doing the wrong thing.

No matter how hard we try, sinfulness and
sins accumulate in our lives and our chances of knowing God
disappear. Only one person in all of human history succeeded at
remaining righteous — Jesus Christ.

He became the answer to our sin problem, but
it cost him his life to do that. We’ll look at that in more depth
later on.


Chapter 2

The power behind sins

We are all born with a sinful nature that
quickly leads us to commit sinful acts. It’s not the sinful nature
that separates us from God — the sins we commit do that.

They stand as a testimony to our
unrighteousness and destroy any chance of a friendship with
God.

Each sinful act is like a person committing
adultery. In time the adultery destroys the marriage.

Sins do that with God. Each one reduces the
chance of knowing him intimately until that possibility
vanishes.

Where do sins come from and why are we
helpless to stop them?

First we need to understand the sinful
nature.

It’s like a lawn bowl — it has a bias in one
direction. Lawn bowls are shaped so that they are slightly heavier
on one side. Every time you bowl the ball it always curves toward
the weighted side. Even a ‘straight’ shot played at speed will have
a slight curve in its trajectory.

No matter how skilful the bowler there is no
such thing as a straight shot with a lawn bowl.

The sinful nature is like that. It’s an
internal bias that predisposes us toward sins.

From when we are born it lies dormant in us
awaiting its chance to activate.

All babies are born with it, but are sinless
until it turns on. That’s why babies are so innocent and pure —
they haven’t committed any sins yet. The first months of their life
are their loveliest. Nothing has yet spoiled them.

What triggers the sinful nature? Only one
thing — the law.

The law isn’t just the Ten Commandments
although they encapsulate most of it.

The law is every ‘do’ and ‘don’t’ that has
ever touched our lives.

The first time that someone said ‘no’ to us
the sinful nature rose to life.

As very young children that first ‘no’ began
our descent into sinfulness. The sinful nature whispered: ‘Don’t
listen, do it, do it’, and we were lost. We have all seen children,
even those we would still class as babies, disobey their parents.
That’s proof the sinful nature is alive and active.

Paul explained it this way: ‘What shall we
say, then? Is the law sinful? Certainly not! Nevertheless, I would
not have known what sin was had it not been for the law. For I
would not have known what coveting really was if the law had not
said, “You shall not covet.” But sin [the sinful nature], seizing
the opportunity afforded by the commandment, produced in me every
kind of coveting. For apart from the law, sin was dead.
Once I was alive apart from the law; but when the commandment
came, sin sprang to life and I died. I found that the very
commandment that was intended to bring life actually brought death.
For sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment,
deceived me, and through the commandment put me to death.’
[Romans 7:7-11 — bold added]

Now we can see how the sinful nature
works.

When that first commandment came — something
like ‘no’ or ‘don’t touch’ — it came alive and pressured us to
disobey.

Every commandment since then has had the
same effect. We are now surrounded by commandments: government
laws, religious laws, local body laws, workplace laws, societal
laws; the list is endless.

Each one is a chance for the sinful nature
to pressure us into sinful acts. Even if we try our hardest to live
a pure life the cause is already lost.

Perhaps we haven’t committed any of the
major sins — murder, adultery, theft and the like — but we have
still sinned countless times. Romans says: ‘for all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.’ [Romans
3:23 — bold added]

We all lost the battle to subdue the sinful
nature a long time ago.

How many sinful acts does it take to
separate us from God? One.

How many are there in our lives?
Countless.

What are our chances of knowing him and
being like him? Nil.

The weight of our sins over the years has
placed an impenetrable barrier between us and him. Even when we try
to rely only on our own abilities there is no hope of undoing all
the wrong things we have done.

We have lost all hope of knowing God and
being like him

Unless. Unless someone provides a way for us
to be forgiven all those sins. Unless someone does something to
destroy the sinful nature and remove
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