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Terminology Tables


Table T1. Nominal Air Force Echelons




	Number of Aircraft
	USAAF
	RAF
	Luftwaffe





	2–3
	Element

	Element

	Rotte (fighter)




	
	

	

	Kette (bomber)




	4–6
	Flight

	Flight

	Sch warm




	9–12
	Squadron

	Squadron

	Staffel




	27–36
	Group

	Wing

	Geschwader




	—
	Air Division

	—
	Fliegerdivision




	—
	Command

	Group

	Fliegerkorps




	—
	Numbered Air Force

	Command

	Luftflotte









Table T2. Selected Allied Air Unit Designations




	Term
	Meaning





	BW/BG/BS

	Bomb Wing/Group/Squadron




	CW

	Composite Wing




	FW/FG/FS

	Fighter Wing/Group/Squadron




	Sq/Sqn

	(Air Force) Squadron




	VP

	U.S. Navy Patrol Squadron




	VS

	U.S. Navy Inshore Patrol Squadron




	VB

	U.S. Navy Bombing Squadron




	ZP

	U.S. Navy Airship Patrol Squadron









Table T3. Selected German Air Unit Designations




	Term
	Meaning





	Staffel

	Squadron




	Gruppe

	Group (2–4 squadrons)




	Geschwader

	Wing (2–4 groups)




	1./

	First Squadron of a Group or Wing




	2./

	Second Squadron of a Group or Wing




	3./

	Third Squadron of a Group or Wing




	I./

	First Group of a Wing




	II./

	Second Group of a Group or Wing




	III./

	Third Group of a Group or Wing




	Bordfliegergruppe (BFGr)

	Floatplane unit embarked on Kriegsmarine ships




	FAGr. (Fernaufklärungsgruppe)

	Long-Range Reconnaissance Group




	JG (Jagdgeschwader)

	Single-Engine Fighter Wing




	KG (Kampfgeschwader)

	Bomber Wing




	KGr. (Kampfgruppe)

	Independent Bomber Group




	Kü.FI.Gr. (Küstenfliegergruppe)

	Coastal Aviation Group




	SAGr. (Seeaufklärungsgruppe)

	Maritime Reconnaissance Group




	SNGr. (Seenotgruppe)

	Air-Sea Rescue Group




	StG. (Stukageschwader)

	Dive-Bomber Wing




	Trägergruppe (Tr. Gr)

	Aircraft Carrier Group




	ZG (Zerstörergeschader)

	Twin Engine Destroyer Wing









Table T4. Luftwaffe and Kriegsmarine Area Commands in the West




	Command
	Area of Responsibility





	Luftflotte 1

	(Air Fleet 1) German air fleet responsible for northeastern German territory and the Baltic




	Luftflotte 2

	(Air Fleet 2) German air fleet responsible for northwestern Germany, Low Countries, and the North Sea; later in Russia and the Mediterranean




	Luftflotte 3

	(Air Fleet 3) German air fleet responsible for: (1939) southwestern Germany; (1940) France, Holland, and Belgium (1941–1944)




	Luftflotte 5

	German air fleet responsible for: (1942–1944) Denmark, Norway, and Finland; (1945) Norway and Finland




	Marinegruppenkommando Ost(MGK-O)

	Early war Naval Area Command covering the Baltic Sea and its coastline until August 1940




	Marinegruppenkommando West(MGK-W)

	Naval Area Command covering the North Sea and its coastline, later coastal France, Belgium, and Holland




	Marinegruppenkommando Nord(MGK-N)

	Naval Area Command covering the Baltic Sea, Norway, and Finland and their coastlines from August 1940









Table T5. Selected Aircraft Types and Missions




	Type
	Mission





	Bomber

	Aircraft that drops bombs from level flight




	Carrier Aircraft

	Aircraft that flies from an aircraft carrier




	Dive Bomber

	Aircraft that drops bombs in a dive




	Embarked Aircraft

	Aircraft based on a ship




	Fighter

	Aircraft designed to fight other aircraft




	Fighter-Bomber

	Aircraft designed to fight other aircraft and/or attack surface targets




	Floatplane

	Unit embarked on Kriegsmarine ships




	Flying Boat

	Aircraft whose fuselage functions as a boat hull




	Heavy Fighter

	Long-range fighter, often converted from a bomber




	Maritime

	Aircraft associated with oceanic operations




	Missile Bomber

	Aircraft that launches missiles




	Patrol

	Aircraft designed to monitor ocean areas




	Reconnaissance

	Aircraft designed to examine and photograph targets




	Torpedo Bomber

	Aircraft that drops torpedoes




	Zerstörer (Destroyer)

	The German term for heavy fighter









Table T6. Comparative Air Force Officer and Warrant Ranks




	USAAF
	RAF
	Luftwaffe





	President

	Prime Minister

	Führer




	(none)

	(none)

	Reichsmarschall (RM)




	General of the Air Force (GAF)

	Marshal of the Royal Air Force

	Generalfeldmarschall (GenFeldm)




	General (GEN)

	Air Chief Marshal (ACM)

	General Oberst (GenOb)




	Lieutenant General (LTG)

	Air Marshal (AM)

	General der Flieger or Flak (Gen dFDKGen dFlak)




	Major General (MG)

	Air Vice Marshal (AVM)

	General Leutnant(GenLt)




	Brigadier General (BG)

	Air Commodore (Air Cdre)

	General Major (GenMaj)




	Colonel (Col)

	Group Captain (Gp Capt)

	Oberst (Ob)




	Lieutenant Colonel (LtCol)

	Wing Commander (Wg Cdr)

	Oberstleutnant (ObLt)




	Major (Maj)

	Squadron Leader (Sqn Ldr)

	Major (Maj)




	Captain (Capt)

	Flight Lieutenant (Fit Lt)

	Hauptmann (Hptm)




	1st Lieutenant (1Lt)

	Flying Officer (Fg Off)

	Ober Leutnant (Olt)




	2nd Lieutenant (2Lt)

	Pilot Officer (Pit Off)

	Leutnant(Lt)




	Senior Flight Officer (SFO)

	—
	—



	Flight Officer (FO)

	Warrant Officer (WO)

	Stabsfeldwebel (Stabsfw)




	Aviation Cadet

	Senior Officer Cadet

	Oberfähnrich (Obfhr)




	—
	Officer Cadet

	Fähnrich (Fhr)









Table T7. Comparative Air Force Enlisted Ranks




	USAAF
	RAF
	Luftwaffe





	Master Sergeant (MSG)

	Flight Sergeant (Flt Sgt)

	Oberfeldwebel (Obfw)




	Technical Sergeant (TSG)

	Sergeant (Sgt)

	Feldwebel (Fw)




	—
	—
	Unterfeldwebel (Ufw)




	Staff Sergeant (SSG)

	Corporal (Cpl)

	Unteroffizier (Uffz)




	Sergeant (SGT)

	Senior Aircraftsman (SAC)

	Hauptgefreiter (Hptgefr)




	Corporal (CPL)

	Leading Aircraftsman (LAC)

	Obergefreiter (Ogfr)




	Private 1st Class (PFC)

	Aircraftsman 1st Class (AC1)

	Gefreiter (Gefr)




	Private (PVT)

	Aircraftsman 2nd Class (AC2)

	Flieger(FI or Flg)









Table T8. Comparative Naval Officer and Warrant Ranks




	USAAF
	RAF
	Luftwaffe





	Master Sergeant (MSG)

	Flight Sergeant (Flt Sgt)

	Oberfeldwebel (Obfw)




	Technical Sergeant (TSG)

	Sergeant (Sgt)

	Feldwebel (Fw)




	—
	—
	Unterfeldwebel (Ufw)




	Staff Sergeant (SSG)

	Corporal (Cpl)

	Unteroffizier (Uffz)




	Sergeant (SGT)

	Senior Aircraftsman (SAC)

	Hauptgefreiter (Hptgefr)




	Corporal (CPL)

	Leading Aircraftsman (LAC)

	Obergefreiter (Ogfr)




	Private 1st Class (PFC)

	Aircraftsman 1st Class (AC1)

	Gefreiter (Gefr)




	Private (PVT)

	Aircraftsman 2nd Class (AC2)

	Flieger(FI or Flg)









Table T9. Comparative Naval Enlisted Ranks




	U.S. Navy
	Royal Navy
	Kriegsmarine





	Chief Petty Officer (CPO)

	Chief Petty Officer

	Stabsfeldwebel (Stbs Fw)




	Petty Officer 1st Class (PO1)

	—
	Feldwebel (Fw)




	Petty Officer 2nd Class (PO2)

	Senior Petty Officer

	Ober … Maat (Ob Mt)




	Petty Officer 3rd Class (PO3)

	Petty Officer

	… Maat (Mt)




	Seaman 1st Class (S1C)

	Leading Hand

	Hauptgefreiter (Hptgefr)




	Seaman 2nd Class (S2C)

	Able Rate

	Gefreiter (Gef)/Obergefreiter (Ob Gef)




	Apprentice Seaman (AS)

	Able Rate 2

	Matrose (Matr)









Table T10. German Heavy Surface Warships




	Type
	Description





	Battleship (Schlachtschiffe)

	Third-generation commerce-raiding warships with eight fifteen-inch radar-controlled main guns. Also carried four Bordflieger Ar 196 floatplanes for reconnaissance. They could fight the largest Allied battleships one-on-one and sink other enemy warships and merchantmen as well. The class included the KMS Bismarck and Tirpitz.




	Battle Cruiser (Schlatchkreuzer)

	Large second-generation German commerce-raiding warships with nine eleven-inch radar-controlled main guns. Also carried three Bordflieger Ar 196 floatplanes for reconnaissance. The British called them the “ugly sisters.” The class included the KMS Scharnhorst and Gneisenau.




	Light Battle Cruiser (Panzerschiffe)

	First-generation large German commerce-raiding warships with six eleven-inch radar-controlled main guns, including the RMS/KMS Deutschland, Admiral Scheer, and Admiral Graf Spee. They carried a Bordflieger floatplane for reconnaissance. After the loss of the Graf Spee, Deutschland was renamed Lützow for purposes of morale.




	Heavy Cruiser (Schwererkreuzer)

	Large German commerce-raiding warships with eight-inch radar-controlled main guns. Also carried two Ar 196 floatplanes for reconnaissance. The Allies called them heavy cruisers, a direct translation. The class included the KMS Admiral Hipper, Prince Eugen, and Blücher.









Table T11. German Auxiliary Warships




	Type
	Description





	Auxiliary Cruiser (Hilfskreuzer)

	Merchant vessel to which weapons have been fitted. Designed to find and sink enemy merchant ships. Called a “disguised raider” by the Allies.




	Supply Ship

	Freighters stationed in quiet mid-ocean areas to resupply other German warships with food, water, dry goods, and ammunition. Often disguised and flying false flags to avoid attack by Allied forces.




	Tanker

	Ships stationed in quiet mid-ocean areas to resupply other German warships with fuel oil and aviation gasoline. Often disguised and flying false flags to avoid attack by Allied forces.









Table T12. German Submarines




	Type
	Description





	Type II

	German small coastal attack U-boats




	Type VII

	German medium-range oceangoing attack U-boats




	Type IX

	German long-range oceangoing attack U-boats




	Type XIV Milchkuh

	German long-range tanker and resupply “milk cow” U-boats




	Type XVII U-Boat

	Small experimental late-war fast (twenty-four knots submerged) oceangoing attack U-boat, powered by hydrogen peroxidediesel engines




	Type XXI U-Boat

	Experimental late-war large fast oceangoing U-boat, with powerful electric motors and batteries to increase submerged speeds to fifteen knots




	Type XXIII U-Boat

	Fast late-war small coastal attack U-boat, with powerful electric motors and batteries to increase submerged speeds to fifteen knots









Table T13. Convoy Aviation Ship Escorts




	Type
	Description





	FCS Ship

	Fighter Catapult Ship. One of five former merchant ships flying the British White Ensign denoting a naval crew. They carried catapult-launched fighters. After being launched and engaging an enemy aircraft, the pilot would parachute or ditch the airplane and be recovered at sea.




	CAM Ship

	Catapult Armed Merchantman. Merchant ships flying the British Red Ensign denoting a merchant crew. They carried catapult-launched fighters. After being launched and engaging an enemy aircraft, the pilot would parachute or ditch the airplane and be recovered at sea.




	MAC Ship

	Merchant Aircraft Carrier. Merchant ships flying the British Red Ensign denoting a merchant crew. Merchantman with a flight deck and a few aircraft able to carry cargo as well.




	Escort Carrier (CVE)

	Small aircraft carrier intended to defend convoys from air and submarine attack. Later in World War II, enough had been built to hunt U-boats far distant from the convoy routes.









Table T14. Convoy Surface Warship Escorts




	Type
	Description





	Destroyer (DD)

	Multipurpose, fast (20–32 knots) major warship with 4–6-inch main guns with no hull armor. Equipped with sonar and ASW weapons.




	Destroyer Escort (DE)

	The American counterpart to the Royal Navy frigate, a lightly armed medium speed (15–18 knots) oceangoing ASW warship, smaller than a destroyer but larger than a corvette, equipped with sonar and ASW weapons.




	Frigate (FF)

	Lightly armed medium speed (15–18 knots) oceangoing ASW warship, smaller than a destroyer but larger than a corvette, equipped with sonar and ASW weapons.




	Sloop (Y)

	Lightly armed medium speed oceangoing long-range ASW warship, smaller than a destroyer but larger than a frigate, equipped with sonar and ASW weapons. Included ex-USCG Cutters transferred to Royal Navy during WWII.




	Corvette (FS)

	Lightly armed medium speed oceangoing ASW warship, smaller than a sloop, equipped with sonar and ASW weapons (FS = small frigate).




	Naval Trawler (HT)

	Lightly armed slow ASW vessel converted from fishing trawlers (later purpose-built). Typically had a three-inch gun, depth charge racks, and ASDIC. Smaller than a corvette.




	Subchasers (SC)

	Coastal, lightly armed, relatively slow ASW vessel. Typically had a threeinch or smaller gun, depth charge racks, and sonar. Smaller than a corvette.




	Armed Merchant Cruiser (AMC)

	A converted well-armed merchant vessel, called a “Q-ship” by the American navy. Defended convoys against commerce raiders and conducted armed picket-line patrols. Did not normally have ASDIC equipment.
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