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Seeking Safe Passage

All over the world, animals are constantly on the move. 

But what happens when human-made barriers get in 

the way? From motorways and railways to housing 

developments and gas pipelines, people have made it 

harder for animals to follow their natural migration routes, 

forage for food, find mates and seek safety and shelter.








Ecologists, landscape engineers, conservationists 

and experts around the world are creating solutions. 

They’re reconnecting wild spaces and helping animals 

of all shapes and sizes find safe passage.

From tiny toadlets to the world’s largest mammals, animals 

cross over and under, up above and down below, using 

overpasses, underpasses, rope bridges and ingenious 

engineering to move between fragmented forests and habitats.








The World's Only 

Crab Bridge

:

C

hristmas Island
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On Christmas Island in the Indian Ocean, a cast 

of crabs is on the move. The wet season begins in 

October or November and with the first rainfall, 

50–120 million red crabs begin their annual 

migration to the open ocean to lay their eggs.

 

For the crabs, this journey may take four or five 

weeks. But the park rangers of Christmas Island 

begin their preparations months earlier – because 

busy roads, bustling towns and gardens lie 

between the forest and the ocean.

 

Across the island, rangers build temporary fencing, 

clear 34 underpasses, and prepare the world’s only 

crab bridge to guide the crabs up and over the

busy road and safely to the water.

As the migration begins, rangers close 

roads and divert traffic as a carpet of 

red crabs covers the island. Walking 

in the heat of the day, the crabs seek 

shelter at night in rock crevices and 

logs, in gardens or behind buildings, 

away from bright street lighting.
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Australasia

Before dawn, a week after the full moon 

and as the high tide recedes, the red crabs 

lay their eggs and begin their long return 

journey. Up and over the bridge. Down 

through the underpasses. Back home to 

the safety and shade of the forest.

They flood through 

the underpasses 

and clatter across 

the metal bridge 

until they reach 

the ocean. 








A Penguin Passage

:

New Zealand

As darkness falls, a raft of penguins comes ashore in 

Ōamaru on the south-eastern coast of New Zealand. 

Hundreds of little blue penguins – or fairy penguins – 

leave the ocean and waddle to their nesting sites. 

To get to the safety of their nests, the penguins must 

cross a busy harbour front road. Though there are 

signs and speed limits in place to help slow the traffic, 

penguins can be injured attempting the crossing.

To protect the penguins, conservationists, researchers 

and a construction team worked together to plan 

and design an underpass. A 25-metre-long tunnel 

– the length of nine table tennis tables – stretches 

beneath the road. 

The town council and local tourism organisation 

supported the project, and local businesses donated 

goods and time to help build the tunnel.

It took just three weeks to construct. 

The team needed to move power 

and water supply lines so the tunnel 

could be placed at the preferred 

crossing point for the penguins. 

Solar lights were installed so the 

penguins could see the entrance 

and exit of the tunnel.

p

p
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Australasia

Now, the conservation team at the 

Ōamaru Blue Penguin Colony help keep 

the tunnel clear of rocks and weeds.

At busy times, there is even a human helper 

waiting to direct them towards the safest 

route home: a perfectly proportioned 

penguin passage! And with solar lights 

on both sides, there is always a light 

at the end of the tunnel.

Penguins

Crossing
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