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Building blocks of faith
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Just as one’s DNA is made of chemical building blocks called nucleotides, our spiritual composition is made up of building blocks. And such blocks all should form part of the foundation of our faith, with Jesus being the cornerstone. Our entire lives should be built upon Christ, and everything else should flow from God.

We read in “Matthew 7: Build on the Rock: 24 “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. 26 “But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: 27 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.”

We have to realise we are living in perilous times. Things are going to get tough for believers. This world is growing intensely hostile towards God. Just as the devil rebelled against God, just so the world is hell-bent on defying God, challenging His truth, ways, and will. This world is constantly experiencing storms of every nature, including the spiritual. The devil is out for a fight, and he has been given power by so many people who believe in his lies. God is on the move, yet this calls for a choice to serve Him and to kneel before His throne. As believers, we are not immune to the storms, yet in Christ, we can overcome and be triumphant. After all, we are more than conquerors in Christ.

For a true believer to survive such storms, we need to be grounded in Christ. We need to make sure our foundation is rock solid. We need to make sure all our building blocks are in place, which includes being baptised in the Spirit and water (for how we are going to be true disciples if we are not reborn by the Spirit and led by the Spirit?) The building blocks include a deep and trusted understanding (based on God’s Word and as taught by the Spirit of God) of who God is (the Trinity), for how will we relate to God without knowing who He truly is? This includes walking in divine wisdom to know that God is a God of holiness, purity, order, and yes, even law.

We need to make sure we understand that God is a covenant-making God and how Jews and Gentiles fit into God’s master plan of redemption and salvation. This calls for a full understanding, as the Spirit teaches and enlightens, of the complete height, depth, and breadth of the Word of God, and how this relates to our spiritual walk and our relationship with a God who is real. It calls for knowledge and wisdom to comprehend what the Kingdom of God is, for how are we supposed to seek it above all (Matthew 6:33) if we do not know what it is? Only when we are truly grounded in Christ, comprehending, discerning, and understanding by the counsel of God the fullness of His glory, and we discover and forge our identity within the folds of such divinity, shall we be able to thrive and prosper spiritually.

Unless such a true foundation is in place, where we are settled in the complete, beautiful, infallible, incorruptible, and untainted truth and ways of God, we then remain in danger of being swept away by the storms of deceptions, lies, manipulation, extortions, seductions, and spiritual corruption. After all, we cannot build a house unless the foundation is properly laid and secured. Just so, unless the foundation of our faith is properly built and sealed by the Blood of the Lamb, how shall we truly know who God is, fathom His Kingdom, or follow His will? For in His will is life, hope, and our strength.

Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 3, “10 By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should build with care. 11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 13 their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each person’s work. 14 If what has been built survives, the builder will receive a reward. 15 If it is burned up, the builder will suffer loss but yet will be saved—even though only as one escaping through the flames.”

We need to yield and lean upon God. He needs to build the foundation, which calls for us to lay down our crowns of pride and of our kingdom. And a life yielded to God is a life that is yielded to His truth, ways, and will. It is a life of beautiful surrender and of abandonment to His goodness, greatness, and power. It is a life that has allowed for Jesus to become all, and for the Spirit to reside, dwell, and rule.

We also read in “Hebrews 6: 1 Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 2 of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. 3 And this we will do if God permits. 4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6 if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame.

The author of Hebrews, most likely Paul or even Luke, stresses the importance of growth and the need to get our house in order by making sure our foundation is sound and solid. As disciples, we need to undergo spiritual growth, yet so many believers are still struggling with the basic building blocks of their faith, and so the foundation is never settled. A believer needs to be baptised in water, and needs to be baptised in the Spirit of God. Unless we are led by the Spirit, how shall we truly understand God’s divine and supernatural Kingdom?

1 Corinthians 2 says, “14 But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 15 But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is rightly judged by no one. 16 For “who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct Him?” But we have the mind of Christ.” The truth is, we can teach all kinds of clever sermons in churches, but it will mean nothing unless people are filled by the Spirit of God.

We need disciples who are reborn, not just merely following a religion. Jesus teaches about being reborn in John 3, for then by the Spirit of God we shall discern, comprehend, and understand the Kingdom of God. Without the Spirit of God, we understand nothing of what the Kingdom is all about. We need disciples who are on fire by the indwelling presence of the Almighty, for by the Spirit our foundation shall be secure as we abide in the eternal value and magnitude of God’s Word.

We cannot grow in Christ unless we get the basic rights. Hebrews 6 highlights that the elementary building blocks include our faith in God, the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. After all, our salvation and the Gospel by faith are all about Christ redeeming the sinner, and the eternal judgment that awaits the wicked. By the resurrection of Christ, we are to be resurrected to live an eternal life of joy.

If our foundation, therefore, the building blocks are not properly in place, we are in danger of “falling away”.  Jesus warned of this reality in His parable of the building on the Rock in Mathew 7. 2 Thessalonians 2 speaks of the great falling away, which happens when we are not grounded in Christ and when our house, specifically the foundation with all its building blocks, is not properly secure.

Ephesians 4 speaks of Christ Himself giving the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers unto the Body of Christ “to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ (verse 12 and 13). God has appointed people to help all disciples to build their foundation by using the right building blocks. The fact that God gave five ascended gifts of training and leadership shows how vast the work is to lay the proper foundation by using the right blocks. The shepherd cannot do it alone, nor can the apostle, prophet, teacher, or evangelist. It calls for a unified effort to equip disciples who will be able to fulfil the Great Commission. Jesus knew the importance of a sure foundation, and by His Spirit and the Word, such building blocks are aligned to the divine cornerstone. 

If we are grounded on the right foundation, made secure by the right building blocks, we shall survive the storms as emphasized in “Ephesians 4: 14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.”

Proverbs 3 says, “3 Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart. 4 Then you will win favor and a good name in the sight of God and man. 5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 6 in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight. 7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil. 8 This will bring health to your body and nourishment to your bones.”

To lay the right foundation calls for a life yielded and submitted to God. It calls for a life subjected to His Lordship, majesty, wisdom, knowledge, and understanding. For this reason, we need to be led by the Spirit of God, who leads us in all truth (John 16). And such truth is of the foundation, of the building blocks of our faith, and how to grow in the fullness of God. Proverbs 10:25 says, “When the whirlwind passes by, the wicked is no more, but the righteous has an everlasting foundation.” Our foundation is Christ, and He shall not be moved or broken!

Psalm 11:3 says, “If the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do?” The devil and this world will try everything in their power for the disciple’s foundation. This is done through lies, distortions of the truth, and leading believers down a path of wickedness, doubt, confusion, and deceptions. We need to remain in Christ, working diligently to secure the foundation so that we may continue to build our lives to spiritual perfection as ordained by God. James 4:7 says, “Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” The devil prowls looking to destroy foundations, yet as we submit to God as the master architect and builder of our faith, we shall stand in eternal hope and victory. In Christ, we can overcome, we can rejoice and be glad, for our God has already overcome this world. 

Colossians 2 says, “6 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 7 rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on Christ. 9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 and in Christ you have been brought to fullness. He is the head over every power and authority. 11 In him you were also circumcised with a circumcision not performed by human hands. Your whole self ruled by the flesh was put off when you were circumcised by Christ, 12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through your faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead.”

May our lives indeed be rooted and built up in Christ, for then we shall understand and comprehend the fullness of who He is and of His Kingdom. We shall be able to discern and know His will, His ways, and truth. And by such truth we are set free (John 8:32).

In Colossians 2, Paul writes, “2 My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4 I tell you this so that no one may deceive you by fine-sounding arguments.”

May we indeed strive for spiritual maturity, reaching for perfection. This is only done when we abide in Christ, settled in Him, and as Christ abides in us, so shall the truth of the Kingdom. Our foundation shall be secure, and we shall be able to shine our light and be the salt of the earth in perilous times.
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When it comes to the Gospel, it is all about the story of God. But the story of God involves the story of man. Ultimately, evangelism is when man realises God’s story should be the story of all mankind. 

And so, if one wants to evangelise, you will find you deal with three stories – God’s, your story and the other person’s story. For now, let us focus on what is God’s story and, therefore the Gospel.

So often with evangelism, the story of the chasm is presented as a means to explain the Gospel. In other words, on one side is God and on the other side is man in his fallen nature. The only way to connect God with fallen man again is by using a bridge. This bridge is Jesus, who died on the cross so that all mankind may be saved (John 3:16). The chasm was created by Adam and Eve’s disobedience in the Garden of Paradise, and therefore only the Blood of Jesus can reconcile God with man again. 

It says in “2 Corinthians 5:18: Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation”. To reconcile means to restore and to reconnect. We are thus restored and reconnected with God by the Blood, following the fall into sin. And take note, a disciple is also a minister of reconciliation, because as we evangelise and tell people about the Gospel then we are hopeful the chasm between them and God will be restored through faith in Jesus. Thus, reconciliation.

Evangelism is thus all about the Gospel, which is the story of God. The Gospel is actually very simple. A true disciple will know the truth of the Gospel. Paul writes in “Galatians 1: 6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.”

Paul makes it clear that some in his day were preaching a different Gospel. So the danger exists to preach and share a different truth. We must therefore know what the true Gospel is in order to share it. It goes like this in a nutshell: God loves you, yet man is sinful and separated from God. Jesus Christ is God's only provision for man's sin, and we must individually receive Jesus as Saviour and Lord. 

Remember, the Gospel can be defined as the record of Christ's life and teaching. Matthew 28 we receive the instruction to share such teachings and the life of Jesus, which is the crux of evangelism – sharing the Gospel of the Kingdom of Heaven.

The Bible teaches that the Father is God, that Jesus is God, and that the Holy Spirit is God. The Bible also teaches that there is only one God. Though we can understand some facts about the relationship of the different Persons of the Trinity to one another, ultimately, it is incomprehensible to the human mind. However, this does not mean the Trinity is not true or that it is not based on the teachings of the Bible. The Trinity is one God existing in three Persons. Understand that this is not in any way suggesting three Gods. 

Keep in mind when studying this subject that the word “Trinity” is not found in Scripture. This is a term that is used to attempt to describe the triune God - three coexistent, co-eternal Persons who make up God.

As all stories begin, it starts with a beginning. God is eternal, infinite, perfect and unchanging who created all things before there was anything (Genesis 1:1-31). God was perfectly happy and completely joyful among himself. Which means he did not create the world because he was lacking in anything. He already had perfect glory, community, joy and worship within the Trinity. Rather He created creation out of the outpouring of His perfection, His goodness and His love. Humans were made in the image of God (Genesis 1:27). 

He created us to join in and experience that perfect joy he had amongst himself within the Trinity. We are the created and not the creator. We are dependent and under His authority whether we like it or not. We are on His terms and not on our own. We were made to worship, love and serve Him. Not serve ourselves.  God's words when he was done with all of creation were "And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good." There was perfect order, perfect structure and all of creation was under submission to its Creator. 

Humans were made in the "imago dei", which means we were made in the image of God. We were created by God to worship Him. All that we did was to be directed towards him. But instead of coming under full submission to God's authority, humans (We, all of us) turned away from God in sinful rebellion (Genesis 3:1-7; Isaiah 53:6).  Our treason caused a great disease or an illness to saturate all of creation. We created the divide between us and God because of sin. This resulted in consequences such as pain, suffering, death and sorrow to name a few.

It says for now "all sin and fall short of the glory of God." Human beings, because of the great fall, are sinners by nature and by choice (Ephesians 2:1-3). None of us truly think of ourselves as that bad or sinful. Before we find the Lord, we are all sinners. We cannot get rid of sin ourselves. We cannot make ourselves better. That is why we need a Saviour. That hero and Saviour is Jesus Christ. We sinners need a Saviour, a Redeemer, and a Deliverer to free us from the captivity of our own sin and restore the order of the world back to its original purpose. A purpose that had a worshipful, dependent bend towards God as Creator. 

Jesus Christ was thus sent, being fully God (to incur sin fully) and being fully man (to pay the ultimate debt we owe to God). God sent his Son to be a perfect substitute. One who lived the life we could not live and died the death that we ultimately deserved. That is the crux of the Gospel. And the truth is that Jesus is the only Saviour of the world. There is none like Him. There is only God.

This is why God sent Jesus into the world to be our substitute (1 John 4:14). The Bible teaches that Jesus was fully God - the second person of the Trinity - and also fully human. He was born to a human mother, lived a real flesh-and-blood existence, and died a brutal death on a Roman cross outside Jerusalem. Jesus lived a life of perfect obedience to God (Hebrews 4:15), making him the only person in history who did not deserve judgment. But on the cross, he took our place, dying for our sin. He received the condemnation and death we deserve so that, when we put our trust in him, we can receive the blessing of life he deserves (2 Cor. 5:21). That is the Gospel and the reality of John 3:16.

Jesus also went on to display He is the Resurrection and Life, thus the Son of God and thus God Himself. He rose from the dead, displaying his victory over sin, satan and death. All that was lost, broken and corrupted in the fall will ultimately be put right. Redemption isn't simply salvation for individual souls; it means that all of creation is being put back to the way it was supposed to be.

What is required of us to partake in this restoring process? How to we experience salvation and become mirrors of redemption towards our world? By faith alone (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

Faith is complete trust or confidence in Jesus. It is a heart that has a wholehearted commitment to Jesus Christ. We are called to put our faith in Jesus, in the Blood and thus the price He paid for our sins. And by the Blood we are made whole, thus a new creation.

We are now free to die to ourselves and live a life that has a dependent bending of the knees towards our King Jesus. We are free to serve because Christ first served us. We are free to see all the things we own as gifts given to us by God and steward them well to bless others. We are finally free in whatever we do to do it all for the Glory of God. Jesus promised that he will return soon to judge sin and make all things new. Until then, he is gathering under His rule a people from every tribe, tongue and nation (Revelation 7:9). As he has given us eternal life, he has also called us to participate with Him in His mission (Matthew 28:18-20). 

The Wycliffe Bible Encyclopaedia summarizes the gospel message this way: The central truth of the gospel is that God has provided a way of salvation for men through the gift of His son to the world. He suffered as a sacrifice for sin, overcame death, and now offers a share in His triumph to all who will accept it. The gospel is good news because it is a gift of God, not something that must be earned by penance or by self-improvement (John 3:16; Romans 5:8–11; II Corinthians 5:14–19; Tit 2:11–14).3

This is the Gospel! A story of triumph and vindication. A story of hope and longing. It is the good news, the greatest news this world has ever heard and needs to hear.  1 Corinthians 15:1–4: Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures. 

In 1 Corinthians 15, the apostle Paul summarizes the most basic ingredients of the gospel message, namely, the death, burial, resurrection, and appearances of the resurrected Christ. Thus the gospel in a nutshell: Christ died for our sins, He was buried, and He was raised again on the third day. That is the cornerstone, the foundation of our faith.  Someone once asked the great British preacher C. H. Spurgeon if he could put into a few words what his Christian faith was all about. Spurgeon said, "I will put it in four words for you: Christ died for me." It's as simple as that. Christ died for me and you and for all mankind. That is the essence of the gospel message.

Thus the Gospel of Jesus Christ (Mark 1:1; 1 Corinthians 9:12) and the gospel of His Son (Romans 1:9) speak of the good news of salvation that comes through the person and work of Jesus Christ who is the very Son of God in human flesh. Again, this is good news of deliverance from sin’s penalty, power and presence through the two advents of Christ. It is the gospel of the grace of God (Acts 20:24) which emphasizes that salvation in all of its aspects is on the basis of grace rather than on some meritorious system of works.

It is the gospel of the kingdom (Matthew 4:23; 9:35; 24:14), which is the good news that God will establish His kingdom on earth through the two advents of the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is also the gospel of peace (Ephesians 6:15), which describes how this good news of salvation in Christ brings peace in all its many aspects (peace with God, the peace of God, peace with others, and world peace) through the victory accomplished by the Saviour. And finally, it is the eternal or everlasting gospel (Revelation 14:6), for we shall dwell for all eternity with God. May we preach the Gospel, thus the story of God, so that all man may know God’s love, peace, and hope.

Therefore, in a nutshell, this is what the Bible teaches:

About God: God identified Himself as “I Am” (Exodus 20:2) – meaning He is the self-existent (has no beginning or end) eternal Creator of the universe. 

About the Trinity: There is one God and yet three Persons (Isaiah 45:5; Deuteronomy 6:4; James 2:19).

About Jesus: Jesus is fully God and fully man. He is not just an enlightened man. He is the God of the universe (John 1:1, 14, 18; 8:58; 10:30), and He is equal with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.

About the Bible: The Bible alone is the word of God. It is without error. It cannot and should not be added to or subtracted from (2 Timothy 3:16-4:4; Revelation 22:18-20). It backs up its claim as the word of God with accuracy, historical correctness, and fulfilled prophecy.

About the Afterlife: Those who trust in Christ alone as their only hope of salvation spend eternity in heaven; those who reject Christ spend an eternity in hell. (John 5:24-30; Revelation 20:11-15).

About Salvation: Every person born on this planet is born into sin, is destined for hell and needs a Saviour. Salvation is by faith in Christ on the basis of His death on the cross. Good works or self-denial have nothing to do with being saved (John 3:16-17, 36; 6:29, 47; Romans 4:1-5; Galatians 2:16; Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:5).
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Reaching the unsaved


[image: ]


As a minister of the Word, our main focus should remain on the lost and the unsaved. In Matthew 18, we read: “10 Take heed that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you that in heaven their angels always see the face of My Father who is in heaven. 11 For the Son of Man has come to save that which was lost. 12 “What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them goes astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine and go to the mountains to seek the one that is straying? 13 And if he should find it, assuredly, I say to you, he rejoices more over that sheep than over the ninety-nine that did not go astray. 14 Even so it is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish.”

In Luke 15, Jesus placed great focus on the value of finding what is lost. This included the following parable: “8 “Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she has found it, she calls her friends and neighbours together, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the piece which I lost!’ 10 Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” Jesus also taught the parable of the lost son. John 3:18 states, “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.” Jesus came for the lost to be saved, like the wayward sheep who wander down the wrong path.

Jesus died so that we all, as the lost, can be saved. Such an important truth we must never forget. It must burn in us, for it is the bedrock of the Gospel. While it is all great to equip and disciple, a person first needs to be saved and redeemed. Colossians 1 speaks of how “13 He [Jesus] has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.” Paul continues to write in the same chapter: “19 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross. 21 And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight— 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.”

Take note of how Paul says that it is for the reason of Colossians 1: 9-23 that he became a minister. This should thus be our motivation as well as ministers of the word of God. It is about seeing the lost reconciled to Christ, about the forgotten being found and enjoying liberty in the Gospel of the eternal Kingdom. We must be careful of making the Gospel about anything else than the redeeming work of Jesus on the cross and the liberating power of His resurrection.

In Act 4, we read “27 For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together 28 to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose determined before to be done. 29 Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word, 30 by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.” 31 And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.”

As ministers of the Word of God, we also need to pray for a door of opportunity to open so that we can preach and teach the Good News of the Lord! It is about the lost and the unsaved. Jesus said in “Matthew 9:37 Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the labourers are few.” In Isaiah 6, we read: 8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: “Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?” Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.” The harvest field is ready, yet God is looking for labourers (ministers) who are willing to go into the field. Isaiah cried to the Lord that the Lord can send him, and just so we must cry out to God to use us for His Glory to reach the lost.

We need to pray that the Spirit will give us an open door of utterance so that we can make an impact on the world and upon the lost. In Acts 4, the disciples realised that there was danger in Jerusalem and in Israel in the form of persecution. They recognised the existence of a threat – the same threat that brought danger to Jesus at birth when Herod persecuted Him and also to Jesus when Pontius condemned Him to death. The disciples faced persecution and were discerning enough to recognise that God’s Truth was under attack in the city. These disciples were alert, acting as watchmen for the Truth and God’s Kingdom.

The disciples prayed to God to see this danger. They were proactive, not willing just to sit around. They were ready to take action. How we need disciples, thus ministers, today who are willing to be proactive and who are willing to do rather than just sit and wait! It is all fine and well for us to pray, but at one stage, we need to go out and make disciples and reach the lost. The Church these days have become far too passive and lethargic, waiting for a handful of ministers to make a difference. We are all called disciples, those who are washed by the Blood. We are all called to DO and to ACT, for this is why it is proper that the book that covers the birth and growth of the Church is called Acts. We are called to take action and to be active, not merely sitting on the sidelines hoping for a miracle. We need to ACT to reach the lost and to disciple the lost once found.

The disciples prayed this fervent prayer because they realised that even though there was a threat and a danger against them and against God’s Word, they also realised that it wouldn’t help just to sit back and wait for something to happen. The Spirit of the Lord poured out on them during Pentecost, so they were empowered to make a difference. They prayed to God to observe the threats, for the simple reason that they were willing to make a difference as disciples of God.

This was their war cry, and so we need a war cry to rise up in our bosom these days if we want to take back our families, cities and nations. We need to take action and become active in our war against the demonic forces and against the schemes and plots of the world.  We need to be active in going into the harvest field as labourers to reach the lost. And the lost are mostly in the streets, not in the churches.

Mark 16 says, “15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.   So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. And they went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.” The disciples knew and walked in the reality that empowered them to preach the Good News according to the Great Commission and according to Mark 16. They also knew that the Spirit of the Lord was upon them, just as it was upon Jesus. And as disciples, they would have known Isaiah 61. They were therefore aware of the reality and the truth that God gave them the authority in the Name of Jesus to go and make a difference by reaching out to the lost to deliver the spiritual captives from darkness to light.

The disciples prayed in reaction to the threat that God will open a door of utterance so that they can go and speak the Word and Truth in the City and in Israel. They prayed for this because they wanted to make a difference, and they were keen to see that threat nullified by the power of God. Because they were willing to minister, witness and preach the Good News, the Spirit of the Lord was with them, and the Lord gave them great power to be witnesses of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all.

It should be noted that the disciples were one in unity, as we read in “Acts 2: 41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them. 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43 Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles. 44 Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 45 and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. 46 So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.”

After all, a disciple is not greater than His master (Matthew 10), and because the disciples were humble enough to be one in accord, meaning they were submitted to God, great wonders and signs followed them. They were empowered by the gifts of the Spirit, and by that empowerment were ready to take back Jerusalem for God’s Kingdom. Are we willing and ready to take back our streets for God’s Kingdom and Glory? You see, we are all ministers of God when we believe in Him, and have been baptized in water and in the Spirit. We do not need an education, we do not need money, we do not need status, and we do not even need a Bible degree to do as Jesus has commanded us. We just need Jesus in our lives!

Traditions of mankind have determined that only those who are ordained can preach and teach, but such ordination is a religious ritual. We are called by God - all of us, no matter race or ethnic group or education - to preach the Good News according to Matthew 28, and we are empowered according to Isaiah 61 and Mark 16 to lay hands on the sick and the oppressed. We are all empowered as His disciples to make a difference. So the prayer of Acts 4 should be our prayer as well! We are all empowered to reach the lost and to see them saved by the precious Blood of Jesus.

For surely, we should realise that as disciples we are enemies of the world and our battle is against the demonic forces (Ephesians 6). The price of darkness for a time is still ruling this earth until his doom. For this reason, God’s Word will always be under attack, cities and nations will be under spiritual attack, His disciples will be persecuted and also their families and friends by association. We are involved in a spiritual war every day – we must just open our spiritual eyes to see the threat, and we need to act to see people saved and delivered. It should also be our prayer that God should bear witness to these attacks – He who is the Lord of the Hosts. As disciples today we still face threats, persecutions and dangers from the spiritual and the natural, but God is with us. This should therefore be our prayer because we desire for God to open a door for utterance so that we can go and make a difference as disciples to a broken and dark world. It should be our cry for the Lord to observe the threats against His People and Truth because we are commanded, called and ordained to be the solution to the problems of the world. We have the authority, the power and the anointing to drive back the darkness by establishing the Kingdom of God in the hearts of mankind.

We are, however, not doing so because we believe according to a tradition that the educated ordained is only called to preach and teach. This is a work of man that is born out of religion! God is calling for a people – a holy priesthood (1 Peter 2) - who will be willing to make a difference, to make a stand and to diligently and with passion reach the lost. We are called to be priests in the Kingdom of God – walking with the Spirit in the authority of Jesus. It should be our cry for the Lord to open a door of utterance so that by the Spirit of the Living God, we can go and make a difference and make a spiritual impact for God by establishing His Kingdom of Light where the darkness reigns!

Paul writes in “Colossians 4: 2 Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving; 3 meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains, 4 that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.

5 Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time. 6 Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one.” Paul also prayed for such a door to open. We are reminded that we are also to pray for our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. It says in “2 Timothy 4: 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 5 But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfil your ministry.”

We must therefore be ready in and out of season to always preach the Good News. We must always be ready, willing and diligent to reach the lost! As disciples of God, we must walk in such a manner that when the door opens of utterance, we will speak in the Spirit so that our words of salt will heal, restore and preserve that Word in someone’s lives. After all, it says in “Matthew 5:13 Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? It is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.”

We need to speak in the utterance of the Spirit so that God’s Truth and Wisdom can set people free, break the shackles of bondages and deliver them from darkness. Romans 8 says, “26 Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 27 Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God.” It also says in “Psalms 127:1 Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.”

Even if we want to do so much for the Lord, we can only truly be effective for God when He is our master, our Lord and our King. This means we can only do as the Lord commanded when He is the master of the House.

Matthew 10 says, “24: The disciple is not above his master, nor the servant above his lord. It is enough for the disciple that he be as his master, and the servant as his lord. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of his household?” The Pharisees and Sadducees were so caught up in their religion that they called Jesus by the name Beelzebub as if He were the Lord of darkness! We must be of the household of God, serving and worshipping Him no matter the threat or the danger.

We can only truly be effective for His Kingdom and to use the open door for His Glory when we walk in His Glory. But we need to follow the Lord, for that is what a disciple is – a follower of the Master! Let us then follow God so that we can build His Kingdom and stand watch on the spiritual watchtower as the disciples did according to Acts 4. Let us pray for the harvest, and let us go into the fields to bring the lost to the Lord!

The plight of the lost should burn in our hearts. It should burn in our bones. It should be our conviction and purpose to see them come to the Lord. For we were all once lost, but by amazing grace, now we are found! Let us then continue with diligence and with a passion to reach the lost, or all mankind deserves to know Christ and His redemptive grace and love. Let us not be like Jonah, who tried to flee from his duty, not willing to preach to the lost in Nineveh, but let us be like our Lord Jesus, who was willing to leave the 99 to find the one!
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A Covenant reflecting God’s heart
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The Church (the believers who worship in Spirit and Truth) has been called to bring the lost under the Covenant of the Lamb, while the devil is ‘working’ just as hard to destroy, deceive and devour the innocent. The devil wants the world to burn to the ground, but the Holy Spirit was sent so that we can walk in victory and lead others to be victorious.

We have been empowered, equipped and anointed not for self-gain, self-glorification, self-exaltation, or even to achieve success, but to lead a broken world back to the Lord, thus to the Covenant and, therefore, to rebuild and restore the altar. To restore the altar calls for us as believers to first commit again to the Covenant of the Lord, to honour it, to stay true to the Covenant and to walk in the reality of the Covenant. And secondly, to honour the Covenant by fulfilling the Great Commission, which calls for evangelising and making disciples of all nations.

We as Gentiles, by the sacrifice and ascension of Jesus, stand under the New Covenant, also referred to as the Covenant of Grace. It is by grace that we have been saved by our faith in the Son of God. We have to remember that a Covenant is an agreement. This agreement is taken very seriously by the Lord, for His Son had to die a brutal death for the Covenant to be sealed and to be brought into effect. By this Covenant, the Lord is our Saviour, Redeemer and Deliverer and Lord, and by this Covenant, we are His sons and daughters who should faithfully love and follow and serve Him with all our hearts and minds.

This spiritual struggle – if we can call it that, since God is Sovereign above all – is over man’s redemption or damnation. And such salvation or damnation is interlocked when a Covenant is made. We can either willingly submit to God or allow Him to make a covenant with us or we can give the devil a foothold and thus legal ground to operate in us. When we give him legal ground, we have a pact or agreement by which the devil can walk through our lives to devour and kill.

James 4 sums up our walk of victory or walk of shame: “7 So be subject to God. Resist the devil [stand firm against him], and he will flee from you. 8 Come close to God and He will come close to you. [Recognize that you are] sinners, get your soiled hands clean; [realize that you have been disloyal] wavering individuals with divided interests, and purify your hearts [of your spiritual adultery].”

We are either going to draw closer to God, or we are going to allow the devil to draw closer to us. It is that simple. There is no rocket science involved. Either we make a covenant with God, or we dance with the devil. We cannot serve two masters. To uphold the Covenant, therefore, to restore the altar, calls for us to serve only one true Master, and none other. We cannot walk in light and darkness. We cannot serve God and Baal. We cannot serve God and this world. And yet this is what is happening in churches – we are violating the Covenant by serving two masters, and thus the altar is being broken down. We need to restore the altar by ridding our lives of all idolatry and apostasy and seeking God as our First Love above all.

At times, we do not understand the importance and the power of the Covenant. We have a Covenant with the Lord, sealed by the Blood of Jesus. In that Covenant is our deliverance, healing and citizenship in heaven. By the Blood, we are free from the bondages of sin, from the strongholds of the mind and of hell, and we are liberated in the Spirit to abide in a true and real relationship with God.

But just as important as knowing what this covenant entails, is also to realise that we should only have one true covenant to a master, and no other covenant. We after all cannot serve two masters, for then we have two covenants. We cannot serve two masters, for this is idolatry.  Matthew 6: 24:  No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will stand by and be devoted to the one and despise and be against the other. You cannot serve God and mammon (deceitful riches, money, possessions, or whatever is trusted in).

Satan has been at ‘work’ to get mankind to a point of serving more than one master, therefore ‘signing’ various covenants. If we have a number of covenants then we walk in idolatry, therefore rebellion, therefore we stand a good chance of undergoing a state of spiritual apostasy. Rebellion after all is like the sin of witchcraft [sorcery]. How can we expect the Lord and the devil to have a share of one person? Again, light and dark cannot co-exist.

We cannot serve man and God. We cannot serve the kingdoms of the world and the Kingdom of Heaven. If we do, we bow before two altars. If we do so, we burn with God’s fire and profane fire. This cannot be. It is time again that we return to the Covenant by committing our very lives again to the Lord, so that there is a cry in our hearts we will serve no other God and that He is our First Love and He is our Master and Lord!

There is only the Covenant with one spiritual master that should be in place – and that is with God. The other existing and abiding covenant on earth that has deep spiritual significance is that of the marriage, but marriage deals not with master and servant but it is an agreement of two becoming one. We at times do not realise the power of the Covenant. By that agreement, we walk in victory and we are more than conquerors. Under the Blood of the Lamb, Satan’s power has been disarmed and we walk in the grace not to sin.

The Lord reminds us that indeed life lies in the Blood. Leviticus 17:14 As for the life of all flesh, the blood of it represents the life of it; therefore I said to the Israelites, You shall partake of the blood of no kind of flesh, for the life of all flesh is its blood. Whoever eats of it shall be cut off. A Covenant sealed by blood has been made since the ancient of days, with Jesus being the last great High Priest who shed His Blood so that we can be free from the yoke of slavery and darkness.

If the power of the covenant lies in the blood, then surely the devil will also try to attack the very blood [our life source] so that we are bound and yoked to unholy and deceptive covenants. And so the world has fallen into all kinds of occult rituals, making a covenant with the devil. People these days are literally “selling their souls” to be rich or famous.

How we need to pray for the Lord to show us if we have any unholy covenants in place! Yes, we can even have unholy covenants with man. God has called us to make a true and everlasting Covenant only with Him. The only other true covenant in the eyes of God is within marriage. Yet we remain yoked to this world because of unholy covenants, and so we open doors through which we can be influenced, and thus we are no longer under the sole influence of God.

It should be noted that in political circles, treaties and alliances are often seen as a form of a covenant. This will certainly apply to nations or tribes. Israel was in the Old Testament in trouble for making a treaty or alliance with another country, as they often sought help from Egypt. After all, their true and only Covenant was with God, who was and still is their only true helper, strength, and redeemer. Still today, we as believers must always consider that within a personal capacity, we can have no other pact or agreement or alliance with anyone except with God. Yes, we as believers are one because of the Blood of the Lamb and we are united because of our common alliance with God, but our Covenant remains with God. We are not called to make any other covenant or alliance with man. Yet this happens daily as we for example sign church memberships, and so we come into covenant with the presiding pastor who is head of the congregation, and so we bind ourselves to the regulations, traditions, laws and rules and doctrine of that denomination, except of staying true to the eternal Kingdom of Heaven.

In 1 Kings 19, the prophet Elijah stood on a mountain after wanting to hide in a cave. He had just confronted the false prophets of Baal upon Mount Carmel, but he was weighed down in his soul by those who wanted to take his life. We read, “13 So it was, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood in the entrance of the cave. Suddenly a voice came to him, and said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 And he said, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God of hosts; because the children of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars, and killed Your prophets with the sword. I alone am left; and they seek to take my life.”

Let us understand Elijah was both in distress because his own life was in danger but also because his people had no longer stayed true to the covenant of the Lord as forged on the mountain when God gave Moses the Law. As a prophet, this spiritual condition bothered Elijah deeply, for he was seeing how his people had turned away from the Lord and His commandments. Translations use the word “forsaken” or “violated” to describe Israel’s backslidden ways.

In Jeremiah 31 we read of a prophecy regarding a future dispensation, and this prophecy was the fulfilment of the New Covenant. When one however looks at the purpose of the New Covenant, then sadly one also comes to that realisation, as it dawned upon Elijah, that we as God’s people also continually violate and forsake the covenant of the Lord. After all, how faithfully and with what great fervour in love and compassion do we serve the Lord, and how faithful are we staying to the two greatest commandments?

To understand how we so often forsake the Covenant, we take heed of the following in the prophecy by Jeremiah in chapter 31: “33 I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 34 No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, says the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.”

If we thus read Jeremiah 31, we comprehend the purpose of the New Covenant was for God’s very nature and character, thoughts, attitudes and motives to rule our hearts and minds. This was the true intent of the sacrifice of Jesus, so that we may be adopted into the Kingdom as sons and daughters and so be granted access into God’s presence. And by that access and by the Holy Spirit, the intent is for God’s presence to increase in our lives so that we may become more like Him and know Him in a true and real relationship. The New Covenant comes down to God wanting to put His “heart”, so to
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“THEREFORE EVERYONE WHO HEARS THESE WORDS OF MINE
AND PUTS THEM INTO PRACTICE IS LIKE A WISE MAN
WHO BUILT HIS HOUSE ON THE ROCK.”

MATTHEW 7:24
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