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      Do you ever feel like the Big Guy is giving you the silent treatment? You keep pouring your heart out, but He’s giving you the cold shoulder. All you want is a little guidance, or at least SOME sign that He is actually up there.

      Apparently He’s talking to other people. You hear them say things like, “I just feel like God is telling me [enter amazing guidance or comfort].”

      So what’s the deal? Why won’t God talk to you?

      Well, I think God already is talking to you. The trick is knowing how to listen. In this book, through practical, down-to-earth explanations and real-life examples, you will learn how to start hearing God. Once you know how to listen, I think you will be amazed at what you hear.
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      Like many people, I always thought it would be kind of neat to hear the voice of God. However, I never gave the concept too much thought or attention. After all, I was pretty busy living my life.

      I was happily married to my husband, Justin, and after years of trouble with infertility, we finally had two healthy boys. Tony was five, and Cooper was two.

      I had stayed home with the kids when they were younger, but as they got older I went back to the working world where I was excelling at my new career in Health Information Management at the local hospital in our small Nebraska town. Life was good.

      Every day the kids went to daycare, and my husband and I went to work. We raised our family, paid our bills, and filled our dreams with what big purchase we could make next. There didn’t seem to be a lot of motivation to hear God’s voice.

      Then my 2-year-old son was diagnosed with leukemia. Suddenly we found ourselves just trying to survive this life - literally and physically.

      In our struggles, I found that communication with God became a necessity. And instead of treating it like a fun hobby, I moved it up on my list of priorities. I paid attention.

      And the more I did, the more I was amazed at how God was there in the midst of everything. He was communicating with me in ways that I had never realized, and not only that, He had been there the WHOLE time.

      Through the years and much heartache, my ears were opened. By the grace of God, I started to understand that God had been talking to me in different ways throughout my life. And through observation, I started to realize that God talks to us ALL in different ways at different times in our lives.

      Being able to hear God’s voice is what helped me survive the most traumatic experience of my life - my son’s battle with childhood leukemia. Now I want to share with you what I have learned in the trenches of that suffering.

      I want your ears to be opened to the wonderful gift of hearing God’s voice. It can change your life and re-ignite your faith in ways you’ve never dreamed.
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      When you think of God talking, what comes to mind? Moses and the burning bush? A big booming voice from heaven? A whisper in the silence?

      These are all ways that we have read about in the Bible. Extraordinary stories of God communicating with those He created. But it’s not the ONLY way that God communicates with us.

      As you’ve probably noticed, God created all of us very differently. From the way we look to the way we act, not one person is exactly like another. Likewise, the way we speak to God in prayer is as unique as we are.

      So why would we think that God talks to us all in the exact same way?

      Even we change our methods of communication depending on who we are talking to - whether it is a child, a new friend or old, our spouse or parent. We make subtle adjustments, often without even thinking about it.

      It is logical then that God, in all his wisdom, makes perfect adjustments when He communicates with us.

      God innately knows us. He created us, and He knows how we are most likely to be able to hear Him. But in our simplicity, it may still take us years to figure out how to hear God, even if He is coming to us in the perfect way.

      Okay so God talks to us differently, but that doesn’t mean He talks to everyone, right? Wrong.

      God loves each and every one of us beyond our understanding. We read it over and over in the Bible.

      He compares Himself to a shepherd who will leave His entire flock to go in search of one lost sheep. Or a woman who stays up late sweeping the entire house until she finds the lost coin. God makes it clear that He loves us all beyond measure.

      In fact, the entire New Testament centers around the love story of God sending His only son, Jesus, to save us. And Jesus didn’t come only to save the elite, He came for everyone.

      Jesus made that pretty clear when He hung out with fishermen and tax collectors rather than just kings and leaders of the church.

      So why do we think that God will only talk to a few chosen, elite people?

      Maybe it’s because often there are obstacles that stand in our way when we try to hear God’s voice. Once we shed some light on these obstacles, it will be easier to work around them.
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      When we feel absence or distance from God, often times we blame God for the gap. We feel like, for one reason or another, He has abandoned us. But in all actuality, God does not move. He is a constant, and He is always there.

      The problem originates on our end. We start to pull away or put up walls.

      So let’s talk about a few obstacles that may come between God and us. If you find that you can identify with one or more of them, try not to worry. As the saying goes, “Admitting you have a problem is half the battle.” So just by recognizing the obstacles you are on your way to overcoming them.

      Guilt Over the Past

      We are all born as beautiful, innocent little children. But who among us has not been somehow corrupted by this sinful world and our own bad choices?

      God sees our pain and our sin, and He tells us over and over that our sin isn’t enough to hold us away from Him. The God who came to us in Jesus would never allow something as trivial as sin to come between Him and us, His beloved. If you ask for forgiveness, you are forgiven.

      I feel like God says, “Please don’t allow the sin that you hold against yourself to stand in the way of a relationship between you and Me. Let Me in to see what the problem is, and I will fix it. I am, after all, the great healer. The one who knows all your hurts. The one with the universal bandage. Let me be with you. Let me heal you. When you embrace those feelings of unworthiness and hold me at arms length, you are refusing the gifts that I am seeking to pour upon you. Child, I love you...let me in.”

      Apology, or confession of sin, is healing and cleansing. As you would apologize to a loved one whom you have hurt, apologize to God. Then trust that you are forgiven, and allow yourself to experience the healing that forgiveness can offer.

      God’s not an old codger who holds grudges. He is an instant forgiver.

      By refusing to move on from your past mistakes, you are actually hurting God, because He longs for a relationship with you. Anything that holds you away from Him hurts Him. So trust that you are forgiven, and forgive yourself.

      Repeat Offender

      Sometimes being forgiven isn’t enough. Our inability to overcome sin eats at us. We think that maybe we better get our spiritual house cleaned up before we invite God into it. Surely He doesn’t want to hang out with us when we are such a mess.

      So we post an “unworthy” sign on the door of our hearts, and we don’t let Him get too close. We hold God at arms length until that unattainable day when we finally get it all together.

      But that day never comes. We are never worthy of God
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