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      When you read an article or story, you have a conversation. The writer shares information, experiences, and ideas—but you, the reader, have your own ideas. When you read, you compare your experience and knowledge with the writer’s ideas. Then you make decisions. Do you agree with the writer? Can you use the information to be healthier or more successful in your job, for example? Do you feel like the writer understands your life? Or do you learn about someone with a different point of view?

      Because reading is a conversation, every reader experiences a text differently. When you read something interesting, you often want to talk about it. You want to share a similar experience, or you may want to argue. Maybe your friend understands the text in a different way. When you listen to your friend, you have a third set of ideas and experiences to compare to your own world view.

      Big Ideas is designed to start interesting conversations between readers and writers, but also between readers and other readers. In this book about dogs, you’ll learn about many types of dogs and what makes them so amazing. The chapters describe different breeds of dogs and what dogs can do and how they communicate. You will also learn about relationships between people and dogs, types of work dogs can do, and some famous and amazing dogs. There are always new and interesting questions and topics to explore.

      While you learn about dogs, Big Ideas is also helping you develop language skills. Because our focus is on providing a positive reading experience, more than 90 percent of the words in this book are among the most common 2000 words in the English language. These are called “high frequency words.” High frequency words appear over and over again in speaking and writing.

      You might think it will be easy to learn high frequency words, and it is true that many words are easy. Content words, such as tree, house, eat, drink, and blue put a picture in your mind. They represent things you can see and name. They often have one meaning, and you can translate them easily.

      However, many high frequency words change their meaning when they partner with other words in collocations. Stay is an example. When we say, I stayed home yesterday, then stay has a different meaning from Let’s try to stay awake all night or Stay away from the cake. I’m saving them for the party. This flexibility shows that stay does not just have one meaning. It adapts to the words around it.

      Fortunately, there is a method to learn the different meanings of collocations: read a lot. When you read, you see the words in different combinations, and you learn the meanings. This can happen naturally, but it will happen faster if you pay attention to words in groups. When you notice and highlight or copy word combinations, you can learn the different meanings.

      You can also learn the grammar that goes with a vocabulary word. For example, you might see educate as a verb in educate children, education as a noun in college education, and educational as an adjective in an educational experience. Or, in another example, you can notice that some verbs are usually followed by a preposition, such as talk about or talk to, while others are followed by a noun as in hear a bird. These grammatical details are hard to hear in spoken English, but they are easy to spot in a written text.

      While vocabulary has a strong relationship with grammar, grammar has a strong relationship with sentences. In order to give you a positive reading experience, we have worked hard to provide easy-to-read sentences. We use grammar from intermediate levels, and we reduce synonyms and idioms. Our goal is to keep the big ideas about dogs but present them in simple language. Since there are a lot of words related to dogs in this book, there is a section of words with short definitions and explanations at the beginning of the book. This section also includes some idioms related to dogs.
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      This book is for intermediate-level readers. Almost all the vocabulary is at the B1 level. However, when you read about dogs, some specialized vocabulary is needed, too.

      You can learn these words before you read, or you can refer back to this section as necessary. You can also use a dictionary to check some words while you read or figure out what words mean by thinking about the rest of the sentence. However, we recommend reading through the example sentences and notes below before beginning the book, no matter what vocabulary strategy you use.

      Parts of a dog

      
        	fur: the soft, thick hair of a dog. A furry dog is one that is covered in fur. My young daughter loves to touch our dog’s fur.

        	paws: a dog’s feet. Lily has three black paws and one white paw.

        	tail: the part that sticks out of the back end of a dog, which the dog can move from side to side. Nala’s long brown tail has a white tip.

      

      Verbs

      
        	bark: A bark is a noun that describes the sound a dog makes. My dog has a loud bark, but he’s really very friendly. Bark is also a regular verb: The dog in that house barked all night.

        	chew: To bite on something again and again. Our dog loves to chew on her bone after her evening dinner.

        	growl: The low sound made by a dog in the back of its throat as a warning. The dog gave a warning growl when the man got too close. The word growl can also be a verb that describes the action of making a growl: The dog growled at the man.

        	howl: A long, loud call made by a dog or a wolf. Our dog howls when my husband goes to work.

        	lick: To run your tongue over something, usually to taste or eat it. However, dogs also lick people to show affection or friendship. My dog always licks my face when I get home.

        	sniff: To smell something: My dog sniffed my hand after I ate the cookie. I think it smelled good to her! The smell that dogs sniff for is called the scent: The tracker dog sniffed the bag to get the scent. Then it followed the scent trail until it found the injured climber. Dogs who sniff scents as part of their jobs are called sniffer dogs.

        	wag: The movement that dogs make when it moves its tail from side to side. Ivy always wags her tail when visitors arrive.

      

      Equipment

      
        	collar: a band of leather put around a dog’s neck. Name tags or registration tags are often attached to a dog’s collar. Our dog has her name and telephone number on her collar.

        	lead: a long, thin piece of leather or a chain that you attach to a dog’s collar to keep it under control. Dogs must be kept on a lead in the park. The American English word is leash.

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

        A dog collar and lead

      

      Dog types

      
        	breed: Breed can be a noun that refers to a group of dogs that look similar. There are over 300 breeds of dog in the world. The word can also be a verb. To breed means to mate and produce puppies. Breed is an irregular verb. The past tense is bred. A breeder is person who mates dogs for the purpose of producing puppies to sell.

        	companion: An animal that spends a lot of time with you or travels with you, can be described as your companion. Since Grandad died, Grandma’s dearest companion is Bella, her Yorkshire terrier.

        	cross: a mixture of two (or more) different breeds of dog. A chorkie is a cross between a chihuahua and a Yorkshire terrier.  To cross is a verb that describes the action of combining the two breeds of dog. Sometimes two different breeds of dog are crossed on purpose to produce a new breed of dog.

        	rescue dog: a dog that has a new home after it was treated badly or left by its former owners. Louie is a rescue dog. We adopted him from an animal shelter when he was four years old.
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      Although some people use it for animals, people who love dogs or have dogs as pets use he or she when talking about their dogs.

      But what happens if you don’t know the dog? What if you don’t know if it is a male or female dog? Since we don’t know the dogs in this book, we sometimes use he and sometimes use she.
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      Dogs are one of the most popular animals to have as a pet. In this section, you will read a little history about dogs, various breeds, dog senses and abilities, and how dogs communicate.
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      Why do we live with dogs? And more importantly, why do dogs want to live with us?

      Dogs come from the Eurasian grey wolf, but dogs today are very different to wolves in both the way they look and the way they behave. Think of a dog like the Yorkshire terrier with its short legs, high bark, love of playing with a ball, and wearing pink or blue ribbons to keep the fur out of its eyes. It would be hard to find many similarities between these small family pets and the wolves that are slowly returning to the Tyrolean Alps of Austria and northern Italy. Around thirty-five thousand years ago, some wolves slowly started to change into dogs. The first proof scientists have that dogs lived and worked with humans comes from Neolithic times—around nine thousand years ago.

      Early humans bred dogs for what they could do for people. Those people wanted good hunters, and dogs that could protect them and their sheep, goats, and other livestock animals. They also wanted their dogs to keep them warm.  This is really not very different to what we want from dogs today. The phrase a three-dog night is said to come from the modern-day Aborigines in Australia, who on very cold nights would sleep with their dogs for the heat. The colder the night, the more dogs they needed to keep them warm.

      More recently, people have carefully chosen dogs and bred them to change the way they look. They

      
      
      
      
      Reflection

      
        	Find out what dog services are available where you live. What do they cost? What special services do they offer?

        	What are some reasons people like dogs? Do you know anyone who does not like dogs? Why don’t they like dogs?
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