

    
        
          The History of the Leaking Boat School (Lòu Chuán Xuéxiào)

        

        
        
          Denys Spirin

        

        
          Published by Denys Spirin, 2025.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      THE HISTORY OF THE LEAKING BOAT SCHOOL (LÒU CHUÁN XUÉXIÀO)

    

    
      First edition. June 17, 2025.

      Copyright © 2025 Denys Spirin.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 978-8384143247

    

    
    
      Written by Denys Spirin.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Epigraph

Foreword by the Reviewer

Translator’s Preface

The Student’s Enlightenment

The Registry of Drowned Students and the Index of Lost Boats

The Emperor’s Boat

The Legend of the Boat Zhēn (真的)

Water as Sky

The Truth of Xúnzhǎo (尋找)

The Sorrow of Zhì

Scooping Sand

The Treatise of Zhì

The Yellow Cat

The Submerged Daoists and the Final Shore

What the Student Saw on the Final Shore

The Cat Who Neither Comes Nor Goes

The Treatise

The Last Bailer

The Boat Paradox

The River

Mentions of the School of the Leaking Boat

Water in the Hand

The First Scholarly Work on the School of the Leaking Boat Lòu chuán xuéxiào (漏船學校)

Further Research

The Science of the School of the Leaking Boat

On the Transition

The Enlightenments of Zhì

Who is Zhì?

The Teaching of the Eternal Bailer

The Origins of the School of Submerged Daoists (Shuǐxià Dàojiā, 水下道家)

Has the “Treatise That Was Never Written” Been Found?

Zhì and the Stolen Table

Major Currents within the Lo-Huan Tradition

The Bird of Sh-tosh (鵬什, Péngshén)

Water in the Palm

The Yellow Cat Who Neither Comes Nor Goes

Fundamental Tenets of the School of the Leaking Boat

Laughter as an Epistemological Category: The Problem of Truth-Fixation within Lo-Huan Philosophy

Stories of the Great Master Zhì

When the Yangtze River Froze Over

What Happened to the Submerged Daoists When the Yangtze Froze?

Excerpt from the Monograph

Stories of Emperor Ou Peng (欧朋, Ōu Péng)

Emperor Ou Peng and the Scientific Study of the Flow

Ou Peng and the Inquiry into the Cat

The Cat’s Golden Ratio

The Fractal Symmetry of the Cat

The Cat and Quantum Superposition

At the End of His Days

The Teachings of Submerged Daoism

Stories of the Submerged Daoists (水下道家, Shuǐxià Dàojiā)

Zhì and the Submerged Daoist

Zhì, the Cat, and the Crucian Carp

Zhì and the Tea Ceremony

Laughter and the Flow

Zhì and the Zen Master

Philosophical analysis of the Koan “Zhì and the Sound of One Hand Clapping”

Zhì and the Great Daoist

Zhì and the Confucian Scholar

The Great Debate About the River

Zhì and the Reversed River

Zhì and the Ice Bowl

Afterword

Translator’s Afterword

Chapter 64

Also By Denys Spirin

About the Publisher



  	
        
            
            To stay afloat, you must let yourself sink.
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Foreword by the Reviewer
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Some texts broaden the reader’s intellectual horizon. Others raise more questions than they resolve. The History of the Leaking Boat School of Lo-Huan belongs to a different category altogether.

The origins of this school remain obscure. Its historical presence is fragmentary at best, and its teachings — largely absent from established records. Why, then, do its core ideas resurface now, after centuries of apparent disappearance?

The present work does not claim to reconstruct a lost doctrine in full. Rather, it presents fragments, speculative links, and veiled references — a constellation of materials that both illuminate and unsettle. It invites the reader not to accept, but to discern; not to interpret, but to differentiate.

What this study offers is not definitive knowledge, but a framework of potential inquiry. In that sense, it is not merely original. It is, perhaps, necessary.

智彼体

Institute for Eastern Philosophy and Textology, Beijing
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Translator’s Preface
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The present volume contains the first complete translation of selected passages from the recently uncovered manuscript known as the Lo-Huan Internal Canon (羅環內經). Once regarded as apocryphal or purely allegorical, the Canon is now tentatively recognized by a handful of scholars as a fragmentary philosophical tradition centered on what it terms “the leaking boat as the figure of truth.”

Unearthed during the restoration of archival collections in the lower Yangtze region, the manuscript presents a layered composition — part commentary, part oral transmission, part parable. The attributed teacher, Master Zhì (智), appears only in marginal records of the late Tang period, though never in direct connection with the text. Some suggest the figure may be fictive; others, that the fiction is the transmission itself.

The Canon explores the interplay between failure, perception, and the recursive dynamics of awareness. Concepts such as repair, drowning, and release are not moral judgments, but shifting frames within a fluid epistemology. What begins as absurdity reveals, through repetition, a precise cartography of letting go.

This translation remains necessarily incomplete. Several passages are only preserved through later Daoist citations or obscure annotations. Terminological difficulties abound. And yet, even in this fragmentary state, the Canon of the Leaking Boat speaks — not with authority, but with current.

Not a doctrine. A flow.

艾意

Senior Researcher, Lo-Huan Archive Project

Institute for Eastern Philosophy and Textology, Beijing
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The Student’s Enlightenment
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Translated from the oral tradition of the Lo-Huan School (Lo-Huan Nei-Bi, Fragment 12)
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One day, the great Master Zhì of the Lo-Huan School said:


“Truth is like a leaking boat.

To scoop the water is to become aware of its movement.

But if you stop scooping, you will see the boat begin to sink.

Truth lies not in the boat, nor in the water, but in the awareness of their interplay.

For every game is but xūgòu (虚构) — a fiction you have entered.

While you scoop, you are playing at scooping.

When you begin to drown, you are playing at drowning.

The one who becomes aware of the game may choose:

to scoop,

to sink,

or to step beyond the boat.”


“But what if I repair the hole, Master?” the student asked. “A bit of flax might be enough.”

Master Zhì smiled:


“If you repair the hole, you will be playing at mending.

But consider:

does a boat become itself precisely when it is left unrepaired?

And does a boat mended for too long not become something else entirely?”


The student fell silent. Water continued to seep slowly into the boat.

“Then scoop, you fool!” barked Master Zhì.

“See?” the student grinned, cupping water with his hands. “There is a difference in what game we choose!”

Master Zhì laughed, watching the student hastily bail the water.


“There is a difference — and there is none.

As long as you are playing, the game is real.

But once you step beyond it, you see you could have played another.”

The student paused. The water kept rising.

“But the boat is still sinking, Master.”


Zhì nodded.


“As do all boats. That is not the question.

The question is whether you are aware that you may choose how to sink —

or whether to sink at all.”


The Submerged Daoist sat silently, chest-deep in water, observing the debate.

He did not scoop. He did not repair. He did not panic.

He simply was.

When the boat finally slipped beneath the surface, Master Zhì and the student flailed to stay afloat.

“You — you’re not drowning?” the student cried to the Submerged Daoist, clinging to a splintered beam.

The Submerged Daoist opened his eyes, smiled, and said:


“I never sailed.”


水水水
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The Registry of Drowned Students and the Index of Lost Boats
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from the canonical writings of the Lo-Huan School (溺水學生普查和失蹤船隻清單)

This account appears in the principal work of the Lo-Huan School, The Registry of Drowned Students and the Index of Lost Boats, a collection of parables that follow those who tried to bail water, to patch the leak, to resist sinking, to accept it, and even those who never boarded the boat at all.

It is said that anyone who reads these words is already in the water. The only question is whether they are aware of it.

Within the School, students were traditionally ranked according to three stages of progression. The first were the Frantic (dà jīng xiǎo guài, 大驚小怪), those who, with determination and panic, attempted to seal the leaking hull. When a student came to realize the futility of such repairs, they would enter the next stage and become a Bailer (wā chū, 挖出). And if, in time, even bailing revealed itself as yet another form of postponing the inevitable, the student would become a Contemplative (chén sī, 沉思), one who simply observed the leak, the boat, and the process itself. From there, it was not far to mastery — and with mastery came the quiet transition into the School of Submerged Daoists.

Thus the Boat moved, and thus the students moved with it.

The Frantic clung to the belief that enough flax could make the vessel whole again. They ran along the deck, shouting instructions, comparing patching techniques, and composing tracts on repair. They debated materials, efficiencies, and
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